
 

ۡسِم  ِ بِ ۡۡحِٰن اّٰلله يِۡمِالر َّ ِح  ِِالر َّ
Al-Quran 

Tafseer Summary of Complete Quran 
Traweeh - Ramadan 2020 

And indeed, We have 
made easy the Quran 

to understand. Then is 
there any who would 

take admonition. ِ
َّقَّۡد وَِّ َّال ۡرن َّس َّ ۡكرِِالُۡقۡراٰنَّ  ي  لِلذ ِ

ِكرِ   ِمۡنِ فَّهَّۡل     ِِِ( م ُد َّ  )ِِ

ِ
Evergreen Islamic Center -  San Jose California USA 
Evergreen Islamic Center engaged its members during this Ramadan through regular streaming of Quranic 

recitations, Tafseer sessions, Jumah Khutbahs, Qiyamul Lail programs and similar devotional activities.  

Dr. Hasan Zillur Rahim -  Director of Outreach, Evergreen Islamic Center 

 



  

Evergreen Islamic Center  

 Tafseer AlQuran  
1st Taraweeh – Ramadan 1441 H 

Summary of Verses 1:1 – 2:176 

 

Surah Fatiha (1:1-1:7) 

 

The ‘Opening Chapter’ that we recite at the beginning of each Rakat of our prayers contains 

the essence of the Quran and also serves as its Table of Content. It teaches us how to 

perform the perfect prayer and how best to connect with the Creator. “You (alone) we 

worship and from You (alone) we seek help” (1:5) summarizes in a single sentence our 

relationship with Allah. Notice that before help comes worship. The order is significant. We 

seek Allah’s help through prayer and supplication. The help we seek is not only for our daily 

sustenance but, more importantly, for guiding us to the Straight Path. For every believer it is 

a personal journey of compassion, struggle and striving, like those who traveled the Path 

before us and became worthy of receiving Allah’s Grace. (1:6-7) 

 

A remarkable aspect of the structure of this Surah is that the seven verses can be divided 

into two (literally) equal sections. The first section contains our praise of Allah, the 

Compassionate and the Merciful, and the second a supplication to Allah to guide us to the 

Straight Path. We praise and plead, and Allah approves and accepts. We ask and Allah 

answers. That is why it is said that if we understand Surah Fatiha, we can perform the 

perfect prayer. Conversely, if we don’t understand Surah Fatiha, we cannot perform the 

perfect prayer. 

 

(Far too many of us are casual about our prayers and make them a prisoner of habit. The 

prophet (saw) said: ‘Ihsan is to worship Allah as though you see Him, and if you cannot see 

Him, then worship as though He sees you.’ Whenever things became difficult for the 

Prophet (saw), he prayed and found the strength and the calm he sought to continue. We 

pray because it is an obligation but if prayer doesn’t give us the strength and the peace we 

need and seek, it means we are not connecting with Allah in our prayers. ‘Khushu’ in 

prayers means humility and mindfulness. It also means we must learn how to pray properly 

and understand what we are saying in our prayers. Otherwise we will never experience the 

full power of prayers.) 



 

A hadith on Surah Fatiha, narrated by Abu Hurayrah, is as follows: 

 

When the slave says, Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, 

   Allah says: My slave has praised Me. 

(As flawed as my slave is, and as flawed as his salat maybe, (s)he has praised me, Allah 

tells His angels!) 

 

And when the slave says, The Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful, 

   Allah says, My slave has lauded Me. 

 

And when the slave says, Master of the Day of Judgment, Owner of the Day of 

Consequences,  

   Allah says, My slave has glorified Me. 

 

And when worshiper says, You alone we worship, and You alone we ask for help and 

assistance, 

   Allah says, This is between Me and My slave, and My slave will receive what (s)he asks 

for. 

 

(Notice that ‘You alone’ - Iyyaka - is repeated twice. The second Iyyaka is not necessary by 

rules of grammar, and yet it is there and stands by itself, implying that we can seek 

assistance from Allah even for little things in easier times, not just for big things in difficult 

times. Reflect on that ‘we.’ What unifies Muslims is the collective worship of Allah, although 

typically we seek assistance through the singular I, that is, at a personal level. “Nastaeen” is 

the synthesis of the Divine desire to help us and our yearning for His help, revealing to the 

discerning heart the convergence of free will, purpose and destiny. Note also that the 

sequence of verses in the Quran is consequential, not coincidental. First comes worship of 

Allah, then comes seeking help from Him. Scholars are of the opinion that this verse is the 

bridge between the verses that come before and the verses that come after.) 

    

Then when the worshiper says, Guide us to the Straight Path, the Path of those to whom 

You have been gracious, not of those who have incurred Your wrath, nor of those who have 

gone astray, 

   Allah says, This is for My slave, and My slave will receive what (s)he asks for. 

(It also implies that even when believers are not worshiping, they can still ask Allah for 

assistance. His door is always open. Observe also that we say guide ‘us.’ When it comes to 



the Straight Path, we should seek Allah’s help collectively, not individually.) 

 

The seven verses of Surah Fatiha are also referred to in Surah Hijr: “And We have 

bestowed upon you the Seven Oft-repeated verses and the sublime Quran.” (15:87) 

 

Surah Al-Baqara (The Cow) (Verses 2:1-2:176) 

  

This was the first Surah revealed in Madinah. It is remarkable that all the five pillars of Islam 

(Tawhid, Salah, Zakah, Fasting and Hajj) are mentioned in it. It affirms that the Quran, 

whose initial verses were first revealed during Ramadan as guidance for mankind, is a Book 

“about which there is no doubt.” 

 

The Surah lays down the criteria for success and prosperity: God-consciousness, belief in 

the Unseen, steadfastness in prayer, spending out of what Allah has provided, and 

believing in the Revelations and in the Hereafter. “This is the Book: In it is guidance sure, 

without doubt, to those who fear Allah, who believe in the Unseen, are steadfast in prayer, 

and spend out of what We have provided for them. And who believe in the Revelation sent 

to you, and sent before your time, and who have the assurance of the Hereafter in their 

hearts.” (2:2-4) 

 

(Regarding belief in the Unseen, a saying of the American essayist and philosopher Ralph 

Waldo Emerson is instructive: “All I have seen teaches me to trust the creator for all I have 

not seen.”) 

 

Allah taught Adam (AS) “the names of all things,” (2:31), giving humankind a level of 

superiority over angels. While angels willingly bowed before Adam on Allah’s command, 

arrogant Iblis refused, thus sealing his fate as one whose only mission in life is to tempt 

humankind into evil deeds. It is arrogance that led to the downfall of Satan and it is 

arrogance (opposite of humility) that inclines people toward Satan’s whispering. 

 

Believers must not cover truth with falsehood nor conceal the truth when they know it. They 

must shun the hypocrisy of preaching good conduct without practicing it themselves. “Do 

you enjoin right conduct on the people, and forget to practice it yourselves, and yet you 

study the Scripture? Will you not understand?” (2:44) We are to seek Allah’s help with 

patient perseverance and prayer. Prayer comes most easily to those who are humble and 

who know with certainty that they will return to their Lord. They are the ones who attain 

Khushu (humility) in prayers. “Seek Allah's help with patient perseverance and prayer. It is 



indeed hard, except to those who are humble in spirit.” (2:42-45) 

 

The importance of patience and prayer is emphasized throughout the Quran, as in this 

verse: “O you who believe! Seek help with patient perseverance and prayer, for Allah is with 

those who patiently persevere.” (2:153) (Patience - sabr and its derived forms - occurs 103 

times, while prayer is quoted 99 times in its four derived forms, in the Quran.) 

 

Islam is not a new religion but the same religion preached by all previous messengers. 

“Those who believe in the Quran, and those who follow the Jewish scriptures, and the 

Christians and the Sabians, any who believe in Allah and the Last Day, and work 

righteousness, shall have their reward with their Lord. On them shall be no fear, nor shall 

they grieve.” This verse, 2:62, is repeated in 5:69, underscoring the universality of Allah’s 

timeless guidance. 

 

Sincere followers of Prophets Musa (AS) and Issa (AS) are spiritually united with the 

followers of Prophet Muhammad (saw) in their beliefs. They were told to “Worship none but 

Allah. Treat with kindness your parents and kindred, and orphans and those in need. Speak 

fair to the people. Be steadfast in prayer and give Zakat.” (2:83) 

 

In confirming the legacy of Prophets Ibrahim and Ismail as they raised the foundations of 

the House (The Kaaba) for the worship of One God, and the legacies of other Prophets, 

Prophet Muhammad (saw) and his community of believers made the inclusive nature of 

Islam clear: "We believe in Allah, and the revelation given to us, and to Ibrahim, Ismail, 

Ishaq, Yaqub, and the Tribes, and that given to Musa and Issa, and that given to all 

prophets from their Lord. We make no difference between them. And we bow to Allah in 

Islam." (2:136) 

 

Under Divine direction, the Kaaba became the new Qibla for Muslims, the direction we turn 

to in prayer. But more than physical direction, it is the spiritual orientation in which the 

thoughts and actions of Muslims are focused on Allah that is of paramount importance. “The 

foolish among the people say: ‘What has turned them from the Qibla to which they were 

used?’ Say: To Allah belongs both East and West …” (2:142) 

 

Moderation is the key to the character and action of Muslims: “We have made you a middle 

nation so that you may act as a witness for mankind.” (2:143) Muslims can never justify 

extremism in words or deeds. They are neither ascetics nor sybarites, neither malleable nor 

inflexible, but strike a balance between reason and religiosity. (Moderation extends also to 



our most ordinary activities, as we learn in this verse: “And be moderate in your walking, 

and lower your voice …” 31:19) 

 

Gratitude to Allah for His mercy and blessings is a hallmark of the believer. “So, remember 

Me, I will remember you, and be thankful to Me, and do not be ungrateful to Me.” (2:152) 

The Arabic word for ‘ungrateful’ is ‘kufr.’ We think of ‘kufr’ as the characteristic of a 

disbeliever but here the verse says that not being thankful to Allah is akin to committing 

kufr. 

 

(How do we show gratitude to Allah? First, by believing deep in our hearts that whatever 

bounties we have is from Allah. If we credit our accomplishments to our own ingenuity, 

brilliance, wealth, fame or power, we commit the sin of ingratitude. One example of such a 

person is Qarun (Surah Qasas, 28:76-81), the billionaire of his time who attributed his 

immense wealth to his business acumen. Most, if not all, of us have a small or a big Qarun 

within us. Honest self-appraisal can save us from acting like Qarun. Second, we must act 

on our blessings by doing good to our loved ones and to others, with the intention of 

pleasing Allah alone. Gratitude begins in the heart, then moves to the tongue and finally to 

action. If we deny or don’t acknowledge Allah's favors to us, Shaitan will find it easier to 

lead us astray. We can prevent this by being humble and by being grateful to Allah for 

simply being alive.) 

 

Sometime in our lives - and this applies to all without exception - Allah will test us with fear 

and hunger and loss in wealth and lives and the fruits of our striving, but He will save us and 

restore our status if we bear our losses with patience. “Be sure we shall test you with 

something of fear and hunger, some loss in goods or lives or the fruits of your toil, but give 

glad tidings to those who patiently persevere, who say, when afflicted with calamity, ‘To 

Allah we belong and to Him is our return.’” (2:155-156) 

 

(Think for a moment how relevant these two verses are to the global pandemic that has 

upended our lives. Just when we think we are masters of the universe and can commit 

crimes against nature with impunity, come tests from Allah to show how weak we are, how 

little we know. But Allah also assures us that if we are patient in adversity and check our 

destructive instincts, we can save ourselves from any calamity, be it a natural disaster or a 

deadly virus. Also, we normally recite “Inna Lillahi Wa Inna Ilaihi Rajiun” when someone 

dies, but as the verse makes clear, we should recite it whenever we are afflicted with any 

calamity so that good things come our way from the Merciful, the Compassionate.) 

 



 

We can indeed behold the magnificence of Allah’s creation in the heavens and the earth, in 

the alternation of night and day, in the rain from the sky that brings barren land to life, and in 

the diversity of earth’s flora and fauna. We can do so only if we are mindful and humble. 

What this and similar verses in the Quran emphasize is that to deepen our faith, we need to 

observe nature and recognize Allah’s wondrous creativity season after season. (2:164) 

 

A sign of being grateful and humble, and thus of strong faith, is to be in a state of constant 

gratitude toward Allah for His blessings. “O you who believe! Eat of the good things We 

have provided for you. And be grateful to Allah, if it is Him you worship.” (2:172) 

 

This and similar Quranic verses underscore two main attributes of believers and the two 

main pillars of Iman: patience (sabr) and gratitude (shukr). 

 
 



  

Evergreen Islamic Center  

 Tafseer AlQuran  
  2nd Taraweeh, Ramadan 1441 H 
Summary of Verses 2:177 – 3:20 
 
Surah Al-Baqara (The Cow) (Verses 2:177-286) 
We do not attain righteousness through mindless rituals but from believing “in Allah and the 
Last Day, and the Angels, and the Book, and the Messengers, and in spending of your 
substance out of love for Him, for your kin, for orphans, for the needy, for the wayfarer, for 
those who ask … to be steadfast in prayer and to give zakat, to fulfill the contracts you have 
made, to be firm and patient in pain and adversity, and throughout all periods of panic.” 
(2:177) 
 
This long verse specifies the desirable characteristics of Muslims: To focus on the love of 
Allah and on compassion toward others, to follow faith with action, to be active members of 
social organizations formed to benefit others, particularly the vulnerable and the 
marginalized, and to be firm and patient in all circumstances, adverse or otherwise. These 
may include bodily pain or suffering, adversities and injustices of all kinds, deserved or 
undeserved, and periods of public panic such as war, violence, and pandemic outbreaks. 
 
Fasting became obligatory on Muslims in the second year of the Hijrah: “O you who believe: 
Fasting is prescribed for you as it was prescribed for those before you, that you may 
become conscious of Allah (tattaqun).” (2:183) 
 
(The word ‘Taqwa’ appears 151 times in the Quran and is variously translated as ‘a shield 
against wrongdoing’, ‘consciousness of Allah’, ‘awareness of Allah’, ‘fear of Allah’, 
‘righteousness’, ‘sincere desire to be just and true,’ and ‘self-restraint.’ It is the thought of 
ultimate destiny that leads us to live and work according to the Quran and the Sunnah. 
Taqwa teaches us to prepare for the ultimate life. We may hope to live for 70-80 years. It is 
nothing compared to how long we will remain in the grave, which can stretch to hundreds or 
thousands of years. Allah may test us by our children, spouse, wealth, poverty, success or 
failure. In all cases, Taqwa - only faith in Allah and in striving for His pleasure – will see us 
through.  The important question is: How do we achieve Taqwa? We must carefully read all 
151 verses containing the word ‘Taqwa’ to gain a holistic understanding of this fundamental 
trait so that we can practice it. Three verses from Surah Al-Imran suggest how we can go 
about acquiring Taqwa: “Compete in the race for forgiveness from your Lord … those who 
spend freely, whether in prosperity or in adversity, who restrain anger, and pardon 
everyone, for Allah loves those who do good. And those who, when they commit an 
immorality or wrong their own souls, earnestly bring Allah to mind and seek forgiveness for 
their sins - and who can forgive sins except Allah? - and who do not persist knowingly in the 
wrong they have done.” (3:133-135)) 
 
The special status of Ramadan, the only month mentioned by name in the Quran,is made 
clear: “Ramadan is the month in which the Quran was sent down as a guide to mankind, as 
clear signs for guidance and for judgment between right and wrong …” (2:185) 
 
Consider this: Surah Baqara was revealed in Madinah. Muslims at the time were fully aware 
that the Quran was sent down as a guide to mankind. Yet Allah introduces us to the month 
of Ramadan by referring to the Quran as if it was being revealed for the first time. The 
implication is clear: No matter how many times we may have read the Quran, in Ramadan 



we need to begin our relationship with the Quran anew. We need to study it and reflect on it 
with hope and purpose as if we were discovering it for the first time. 
Also consider the verse that immediately follows (2:185): “When My servants ask you 
concerning Me, I am indeed close to them. I respond to the prayer of every supplicant when 
he calls on me. Let them also, with a will, listen to My call and believe in Me, that they may 
walk in the right way.” (2:186) 
 
Most Muslims ask Allah for help but ignore the second part of (2:186): Let them respond to 
My call! We ask Allah for help but first we must respond to Allah’s call if our pleadings are to 
be answered. 
  
This is followed by another verse on Ramadan about the permissible and the impermissible 
as well as a precise description of the time before dawn when the fast begins. 
 
(Why is verse (2:185) placed between two verses on Ramadan? Ultimate knowledge 
resides with Allah alone, but some scholars suggest it is perhaps to emphasize our need to 
supplicate to Allah, to ask Him to fulfill our hopes and dreams. There is no better time in the 
year than Ramadan in which the Prophet (saw) instructed us to “raise your hands to Him in 
supplication during the times of your prayers, for they are the best times during which 
Almighty Allah looks with mercy to His servants and answers their pleas when they plead 
with Him.” Notice also that when Allah (SWT) instructs the Prophet (saw) in the Quran, the 
usual mode is “Say”, as in, “Say, O Prophet …” But in verse (2:186), there is no “Say.” Allah 
(SWT) addresses believers directly. Again, some scholars suggest that it is to underscore 
the fundamental importance of making Dua from the heart to Allah (SWT), particularly 
during Ramadan.) 
 
Details of Hajj, the how and more importantly, the why, are enumerated in five verses but 
the essence of Hajj is expressed in simple yet sublime language: “… And take a provision 
with you but the best of provisions is right conduct …” (2:196-200) 
 
We should seek the good in this world and in the Hereafter when we ask for Allah’s help. 
“Or Lord, Give us the good of this world and good in the Hereafter. And save us from the 
torment of the fire!” (2:201) Believers will inevitably suffer hardship, but they must never 
despair of Allah’s mercy, which is always near. 
  
A stark contrast is made between believers and rejecters of faith. “The life of this world is 
alluring to those who reject faith, and they scoff at those who believe. But the believers will 
be above them on the Day of Resurrection, for Allah bestows His abundance without 
measure on whom He will.” (2:212) The more alluring the world, the weaker the faith, to the 
risk of losing it altogether. The verse also makes clear that recipients of Allah’s bounty 
includes both the just and the unjust. In His wisdom, He may give whomsoever He pleases. 
Accountability may be delayed now but it will all come in the end. In this verse is also an 
answer to the question that haunts many of us: Why do good things happen to bad people 
and bad things happen to good people in this life? This is how Shaitan sows the seeds of 
doubt. To safeguard ourselves, we must strive to do our best in thoughts and deeds and 
have the confidence that Allah’s justice will eventually prevail. 
 
We must strictly guard our prayers and offer them in a devout frame of mind free from 
worldly distractions. This is how we attain khushu (humility) in our prayers. “Be ever mindful 
of prayers, especially the middle prayer, and stand before God in devout obedience.” 
(2:238) (See also 23:1-2 regarding attaining Khushu in prayers. Note that the word “salla” 
comes from the word “alaitisal” which means to connect. Prayer is the deepest and the most 
profound way to connect with the Creator. The only way to protect our best practices is to 
guard our prayers, that is, offer them regularly and on time and with the focus exclusively on 
Allah and with certainty in the heart. But if we only move our tongue during prayers while 
our hearts are somewhere else, we are committing shirk! How? When we are thinking about 



money, career and other worldly affairs during prayer, we are giving Allah a partner!) 
 
We are to spend out of the bounties (wealth, power, knowledge and such) Allah has 
blessed us with. Spending means giving in charity and in doing good work, but never 
hoarding. (The hoarding of essential items when the coronavirus pandemic began is a 
glaring example of selfishness, greed and cruelty, traits that can never characterize a 
believer.) Doing good work in Islam includes anything that helps family, neighbors, 
strangers, the community, and the self. But the intention must be pure; there cannot be 
baser motives such as pride, laziness or playing off one against the other. That’s false 
charity. “O you who believe! Spend out of the bounties We have provided for you, before 
the Day comes when no bargaining will work, nor friendship nor intercession …” (2:254) 
 
Ayatul Qursi or “Verse of the Throne” (2:255) offers a holistic summary of Allah’s attributes, 
His glory and supremacy. Prophet Muhammad (saw) identified Ayatul Qursi as the most 
important and powerful verse of the Quran, just as he identified Surah Fatiha as the most 
important and powerful Surah of the Quran. Ayatul Qursi, a verse we should all memorize 
and frequently recite, has a sublime 9-part structure:  

1. Allahu la ilaha illa huwaal hayyul qayyoom – Allah: There is no god but He, the Ever-
Living, the Ultimate and Eternal Maintainer. (A central question in biology is: How are 
things endowed with Life? The Quranic answer: Life proceeds from the One who is 
Ever-Living. Non-living entities cannot be the source of living beings. Allah is the 
ultimate life-source from Whom all other life flows.) 

2. La takhuzuhu sinatun wala nawm - No slumber can seize Him nor sleep. (Allah does 
not rest. His creativity is unceasing.) 

3. Lahu ma feessama wati wama feel ard - His are all things in the heavens and on 
earth. (Allah’s dominion encompasses the living and the non-living.) 

4. Man zallazee yashfaau indahu illa bi-iznihi - Who is there who can intercede in His 
presence except as He permits? (It is understood that only the Prophet (saw) can 
intercede on behalf of his Ummah, but only with permission granted by Allah, and 
that also with restrictions) 

5. Yaalamu ma bayna aydeehim wama khalfahum - He knows what is before them or 
what is after them. (Allah’s knowledge encircles us. It includes not just what we do 
but what thoughts cross our mind. He is the All-Knowing, the Omniscient.) 

6. Wala yuheetoona bishayim min ilmihi illa bimaa sha’a - Nor shall they compass 
anything of His knowledge except as He wills. (Whatever knowledge we acquire is 
made possible only with Allah’s permission. The prophet (saw) advised that we only 
seek beneficial knowledge that can help the individual, the family, the community 
and the society at large. This includes both religious knowledge and knowledge of 
the Dunya.  The prophet (saw) also made supplications to Allah to not to acquire 
knowledge that leads to harm.) 

7. Wasiya kursiyyuhus samawati waalarda - His Throne (which gives the verse its 
hallowed name) extends over the heavens and the earth. (Allah’s dominion is 
limitless, beyond human comprehension. Once we realize this, we get a perspective 
on how small and helpless we are and how utterly dependent we are on Allah’s 
mercy.) 

8. Wala yauuduhu hifzuhuma - And He feels no fatigue in guarding and preserving 
them. (Understanding this means that we gain only a limited sense of Allah’s 
transcendent nature, for human knowledge is little and fleeting.) 

9. Wahuwal aaliyyul azeem - And He is the Most High, the Supreme. (The verse ends 
with the reminder of Allah’s Omnipotence.) 

La Ikraha Fiddin - There can be no compulsion in religion (2:256). (Extremists attempt to 

convert people into embracing Islam. The Quranic verse, however, is clear: Do not force 

anyone to become Muslim, for doing so violates a fundamental tenet of the faith.) 



 

Those who spend according to Allah’s command will see manifold increase in their wealth. 

The parables of charity include a grain of corn that leads to hundreds of corns and fertile 

gardens that return plentiful harvests. Charity followed by reminders of generosity negates 

its virtue. “Kind words and covering of faults are better than charity followed by injury.” 

(2:261-265) 

 

Charity will never lead to poverty, as Shaitan whispers, and is to be given for the pleasure of 

Allah alone, not for personal vanity. (2:268-274) We may disclose acts of charity, but it is 

best to conceal it. We should make the extra effort to reach those truly in need, especially 

those whose sense of dignity prevents them from asking. Who are the legitimate recipients 

of charity, or zakat? “Those in need, those who, in Allah’s cause, are restricted from travel 

and cannot move about freely in the land seeking trade or work …” (2:273) Allah promises 

those who give charity by night and by day that “on them shall be no fear, nor shall they 

grieve.” (2:274) (The phrase, “on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve” – 

“wala khawfun aalayhim wala hum yahzanoon” - occurs 12 times in the Quran.) 

 

Again, we are reminded of the criteria for success: “Those who believe and do deeds of 

righteousness, and establish regular prayers and give zakat, will have their reward with their 

Lord. On them shall be no fear nor shall they grieve.” (2:277) Notice that in this Surah 

revealed in Madinah, Allah instructs believers for the first time to “establish regular prayers.” 

Until this Surah was revealed, Muslims could pray at home. There was no formal procedure 

for offering prayers. But the command given to the Prophet’s nascent community in 

Madinah makes it clear that Muslims need to build mosques and offer prayers in 

congregation. That is what is implied by the words “establish prayers.” 

 

(in exceptional circumstances, such as the shelter-in-place due to the coronavirus 

pandemic, saving lives transcend any other consideration. We ask Allah for a long life so 

that we can serve Him that much longer.) 

Usury, as opposed to charity, is associated with evil and madness. Allah permits trade but 

forbids usury. If a debtor is in difficulty, he should be given time until it is easy for him to 

repay. However, “if you remit it by way of charity, it is best for you if only you knew.” (2:280) 

 

Any transaction involving future obligations, with all its attendant details, should be reduced 

to writing. (2:282) In fact, verse (2:282) is the longest verse in the Quran. There are detailed 

discussions in it of family affairs, including oath, child-bearing and divorce. However, family 

legislation can be enduring only if founded on piety, morality, love, kindness and justice. 



(Note that about two-thirds of the Quran had already been revealed before Surah Baqara. 

For a comprehensive understanding of the Quranic perspective on family legislation, we 

also need to study Surahs Nahl (16), Rum (30), and Ghafir (40)). 

 

The concluding verse of Sura Baqara contains an assurance by the Creator that fills 

believers with hope and confidence: “On no soul does Allah place a burden greater than it 

can bear.” This assurance occurs six times in the Quran for emphasis: 2:233, 2:286, 6:152, 

7:42, 23:62 and 65:7. Scholars believe that the verse refers to Allah’s gift of prayers to 

prophet Muhammad for his ummah during the course of the prophet’s night journey and 

ascension to heaven, Isra and Miraj. Just as prayers are not beyond our capacity to bear, 

neither are life’s struggles and calamities we face daily or unexpectedly. (Notice that even 

though Allah promises that He will not lay on us a burden greater than we can bear, we still 

must ask Him for it.) 

 

In the words following the verse quoted above in (2:286): “Laha ma kasabt wa ilaiha mak 

tasabat,” (It - the soul - will bear the fruit of every good it has earned, and the consequence 

of every evil it has earned), we find the transcendent confluence of our limited free will, our 

accountability and Allah’s infinite mercy for us. 

The rest of the concluding verse (2:286) contains one of the most stirring supplications in 

the Quran: “Our Lord, do not take us to task if we forget or make mistakes. Our Lord, do not 

place on us a burden such as You had placed on those before us. Our Lord, do not burden 

us with more than we can bear. Forgive us, forgive our sins, and have mercy upon us. You 

are our Protector. Grant us victory over the unbelievers.” 

Believers are encouraged to recite the last two verses of Surah Baqara (2:185-286) before 

sleep every night for gaining Allah’s protection. 

 

Surah Al-Imran (The family of Imran) (Verses 3:1-20)  

This Surah reminds us that Allah sent down the Quran in truth to Prophet Muhammad (saw) 

in stages, confirming the Torah sent to Prophet Musa (AS) and the Gospel to Prophet Issa 

(AS) before the Quran. (3:3) He sent the Quran as a guide to humankind and gave us the 

criteria by which to distinguish right from wrong. The Quran contains basic verses with clear 

meanings. They constitute the foundations of the Book. Intermingled with these are also 

verses that are allegorical or metaphorical whose meanings are known to Allah alone. 

Speculating on their meaning is futile and can lead to discord. Only those with impure 

hearts engage in such practices. Believers unequivocally affirm: “He it is who sent down to 

you (the prophet) the Book. In it are verses fundamental, clear in meaning. They are the 

foundations of the Book.  Others are not entirely clear. But those in whose hearts is 



 

perversity follow the part that is not entirely clear, seeking discord and searching for its 

interpretation. But no one knows its true meaning, except Allah. And those who are firmly 

grounded in knowledge say, ‘We believe in the Book. The whole of it is from our Lord.’ And 

none will grasp the Message except people of understanding.” (3:7) 

 

Worldly possessions are no indicator of success, be they heaped-up gold, silver, horses, 

cattle or land (and their modern equivalents), whereas “with Allah is the best of goals.” 

(3:14) Sometimes we may wonder what the main purpose of life is. Here is the answer: 

Seeking the good pleasure of Allah through unshakable faith and good deeds, for “with 

Allah is the best of goals.” This profound truth is repeated in verses (2:165), (4:114), (9:72) 

and (11:88), and continues with the definition of success in verse (3:17): Successful are 

those ‘who seek nearness to Allah, who show patience, firmness and self-control, who are 

true in word and deed, who worship devoutly, give charity for the pleasure of Allah alone, 

and who pray for forgiveness in the early hours of the morning’ (a reminder of the 

innumerable blessings available to believers through the Tahajjud prayers, particularly 

during Ramadan.) 
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Surah Al-Imran (The Family of Imran) 
The diurnal and seasonal rhythms of nature, from the rotation of the earth on its axis to the 
gradual transition of the winter solstice to the summer solstice and back again as the earth 
revolves around the sun, with their deep symbolic meanings, should inspire us to 
contemplate Allah’s wondrous creation: “You cause the night to gain on the day, and You 
cause the day to gain on the night. You bring the living out of the dead, and You bring the 
dead out of the living; and You give sustenance to whom You please, without measure.” 
(3:27) 
 
The birth of Maryam (Mary), “chosen above women of all nations” (3:42), and the 
miraculous birth of her earthly son Issa (Jesus), who will be “held in honor in this world and 
in the Hereafter and will be in the company of those nearest to Allah” (3:45) point to Allah’s 
omnipotence. 
 
However, the preceding verses, particularly the verse depicting the conversation between 
Zakariya and Maryam, contains a profound lesson that we may miss unless we delve deep. 
 
Zakariya, entrusted with the care of Maryam, was childless. He had begged Allah for a child 
for many years and had grown old doing so, without any result. It was at this late stage in 
his life that he had accepted the responsibility for raising Maryam. “Every time he entered 
her chamber, he found her supplied with sustenance. He said: ‘O Maryam! Who sends 
these to you?’ She said, ‘From Allah, for Allah provides sustenance to whom He pleases, 
without measure.’” (3:37) 
 
Up to this point, Zakariya was in despair. He had given up any hope of an offspring despite 
his many supplications to Allah. But while talking with Maryam, he heard something in her 
tone – a sense of certainty and assurance – that he realized was missing from his 
supplications. So he made an impassioned dua then and there: “There did Zakariya pray to 
his Lord, saying: ‘O my Lord! Grant unto me from You a progeny who is pure, for You are 
He Who hears supplications!’ While he was standing in prayer in the chamber, the angels 
called unto him: ‘Allah gives you glad tidings of Yahya … He said, ‘O my Lord! How shall I 
have a son, seeing I am very old, and my wife is barren?’ The answer was: ‘Thus does 
Allah accomplish what He wills.’” (3:39-40) (The story repeats in 19:2-9. The same spirit 
suffuses the dua Prophet Ibrahim made to Allah, as described in 14:37-41) 
 
And so, in due time, Yahya was born to Zakariya. What is the lesson here? That dua is not 
about getting it answered, it is about establishing a personal relationship with Allah on a 
daily basis and possessing the certainty and intensity in the heart that He will grant our 
supplication if it is good for us and deny if it is bad for us. When we have that kind of 
unflagging conviction in our heart, Allah will listen to our pleas and respond in ways that are 
best for us. 
 
Allah’s omnipotence continues with the story of Prophet Issa. When He says “Be,” it simply 
is (3:47). Prophet Issa (AS) is unequivocal about his Creator: “It is Allah who is my Lord and 
your Lord. Then worship Him. This is a way that is straight.” (3:51) 



 
Disbelievers may plot and plan but “the best of planners is Allah” (3:54). We must never 
block access to the Truth either through half-truths and falsehoods or through outright 
concealment. “O people of the Book! Why do you clothe Truth with falsehood, and conceal 
the Truth while you have knowledge?” (3:71) 
If believers want to attain high status in the Sight of Allah, they must give freely of what they 
love. “By no means shall you attain righteousness unless you give freely of that which you 
love. And whatever you give, Allah knows it well.” (3:92) Unselfishness is a hallmark of the 
believer, particularly in difficult times such as during a pandemic or a famine or similar 
calamities when the needs of others are dire, and hopelessness and helplessness are 
widespread. 
 
If we have faith and confidence in Allah through good times and bad, we will never go 
astray: “Whoever holds firmly to Allah will be shown a way that is Straight.” (3:101) A verse 
that is frequently quoted during the Friday khutbah is: “O you who believe! Fear Allah as He 
should be feared and die not except in a state of Islam.” (3:102) 
 
Who will be the successful ones? “Let there arise out of you a band of people inviting to all 
that is good, enjoining what is right, and forbidding what is wrong. They are the ones to 
attain felicity.” (3:104) 
 
(The exhortation to do what is right and good and abstain from what is wrong and bad is 
repeated several times in the Quran: (3:104), (3:110), (7:157), (9:71), (9:112), (22:41), 
31:17)) 
 
The decisive Battle of Badr (3:123) was the first of several that Muslims were forced to fight 
to defend their nascent religion. (Historical detail: The battle took place during the second 
year of Hijri in the month of Ramadan. All 313 Muslims, the total count at the time, took part 
in this battle, with the exception of two who could not fight for unavoidable reasons.) 
Muslims were vastly outnumbered but their conviction and total reliance on Allah, Who sent 
down angels to help, enabled them to defeat the Quraish. 
 
In contrast, in the Battle of Uhud (3:121) a year later, things went terribly awry. Muslims 
were on the verge of triumph when some of them became covetous of war booty and 
abandoned their positions, disobeying the specific order of the Prophet (saw). This greed 
and insubordination led to the defeat of the Muslims. As the Quran states, “some of you 
chose the gains of this world but others chose the rewards of the life to come.” (3:152-153) 
 
The defeat shook Muslims to the core. “How could this have happened?” they asked. The 
response: “You have brought it upon yourselves.” But Allah also consoled them in their 
anguish: “This happened to others before you … So do not lose heart nor fall into despair, 
for you will gain mastery if you are true in faith.” (3:139) Patient perseverance is the key, no 
matter how daunting the challenge. The verse makes it also clear that to despair is to 
disbelieve. 
 
The Battle of Uhud exposed the hypocrites and had a cleansing effect on Muslims. Through 
this trial by fire, they learned some timeless lessons: a) defeat often results not from the 
strength of the enemy but from weaknesses within, b) sincerity of intent must be 
accompanied by proper execution of duty, and c) that Allah loves the steadfast. (3:141, 
3:146) 
 
The Prophet (saw) and his fledgling Muslim community had several definitive debates with 
the Jews and the Christians, the People of the Book. While debates with the Christians 
were relatively calm and cordial, it was not so with the Jews who had their own prosperous 
settlements within Madinah. Their power and affluence had made them arrogant. They 
resented that Prophethood had passed from them to a new messenger. The universal 



lesson is clear: Any people or nation that pursues power and influence in preference to 
Allah’s command will fail. Before pointing fingers at others, therefore, each one of us must 
first look into our own heart. 
 
We are reminded again of Taqwa as the foundation for true success: “Those who spend 
freely, whether in prosperity or in adversity, who restrain anger and pardon people, for Allah 
loves those who do good deeds. And those who, having done an act of indecency or 
wronged their own souls, remember Allah and ask for forgiveness for their sins, and who 
can forgive sins except Allah, and are never obstinate in persisting knowingly in the wrong 
they have done, for such the reward is forgiveness from their Lord …” (3:134-135) 
 
Notice how the verse defines a successful Muslim as one who restrains anger and forgives 
people. In these times of rising Islamophobia, we must keep this verse in mind. Yes, we 
must always be on guard against those who wish to harm us, physically or otherwise, and 
take the help of law when needed, but we must also recognize that confronting 
Islamophobia with kindness and generosity can be the most effective antidote to bigotry and 
hate. (The Quran goes even further in verse 41:34, advising us to be magnanimous toward 
those who are hostile and wish to harm us: “Good and evil cannot be equal. Repel evil with 
what is better, and your enemy will become as close as an intimate friend.”) 
 
Those blessed by Allah with certain gifts, whether material (wealth, property), intellectual, 
skills in one or more disciplines, spiritual insights, and so on, must use them to help others 
for the pleasure of Allah and as a way of expressing their gratitude to Him. Withholding 
these gifts for selfish reasons will doom them. “And let not those who covetously withhold of 
the gifts which Allah has given them of His Grace, think that it is good for them …” (3:180) 
(We should read this with verse (4:32) for perspective: “And do not covet those things in 
which Allah has bestowed His gifts more freely on some of you than on others. To men is 
allotted what they earn and to women what they earn … Ask Allah of His bounty, for Allah 
has full knowledge of all things.”) 
 
Death is our common destiny: “Every soul will taste death …” (3:185) 
 
(Physical death is mentioned several times in the Quran (4:78, 6:162, 12:101, 21:35, 23:99, 
45:26, 56:60, 62:8, 63:10) to motivate us to use our finite time on earth in the best possible 
way. Particularly during Ramadan, we should remind ourselves of the fleeting nature of life 
and of our inevitable demise, a fact made vivid this Ramadan when a killer virus is attacking 
us from all directions, with death tolls in the hundreds of thousands, and more falling every 
day. Also, think back to the past year: how many near and dear ones who were with us 
during last Ramadan are no longer with us? It may be instructive to consider how others 
view death and the perspective they bring to the subject. Here is what Apple co-founder 
Steve Jobs said during his Commencement Address to Stanford graduates in 2005: “I have 
looked in the mirror every morning and asked myself: ‘If today were the last day of my life, 
would I want to do what I am about to do today?’ And whenever the answer has been ‘No’ 
for too many days in a row, I know I need to change something. Remembering that I’ll be 
dead soon is the most important tool I’ve ever encountered to help me make the big choices 
in life. Because almost everything - all external expectations, all pride, all fear of 
embarrassment or failure - these things just fall away in the face of death, leaving only what 
is truly important. Remembering that you are going to die is the best way I know to avoid the 
trap of thinking you have something to lose.” 
The Prophet (saw) advised: “Visit the graves, for visiting them becomes the cause of 
remembering the next world.”) 
 
Believers are warned that they will be “tried and tested in your possessions and in 
yourselves … but if you patiently persevere and guard against evil,” (3:186), they will be 
successful. 
 



 

Severe chastisement is in store for those who “love to be praised for what they have not 
done.” (3:188) Taking undue credit is a temptation we must learn to give up during 
Ramadan and in subsequent months. 
 
Contemplating the wonders of creation and supplicating to Allah out of gratitude are 
characteristics of believers: “People who remember Allah standing, sitting and lying down 
on their sides, and contemplate the wonder of creation in the heavens and the earth, 
saying, ‘Our Lord, not for nothing have You created all this! Glory to You. Give us salvation 
from the chastisement of the Fire. Our Lord! Anyone that You admit to the Fire, truly You 
cover with shame, and never will wrong-doers find any helpers. Our Lord! We have heard 
the one calling us to faith, ‘Believe you in the Lord,’ and we have believed. Our Lord! 
Forgive us our sins, remove from us our misdeeds, and cause us to die with the righteous. 
Our Lord! Grant us what You promised through Your messengers and save us from shame 
on the Day of Judgment for You never break Your promise!’” (3:191-194) 
 
The Quran always tempers its tough lessons with mercy and compassion. In the 
penultimate verse of the Surah, we are reminded that among the People of the Book are 
those “who truly believe in God and who humble themselves before God. They shall be 
rewarded by their Lord.” (3:199) 
 
And so believers are informed yet again that the path to prosperity lies in “persevering in 
patience and constancy, strengthening each other, and always remaining conscious of 
God.” (3:200) 
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Surah An-Nisa (Women) 

The hallmark of a good family, the status of women, laws of marriage and inheritance, rights 

of orphans, social life and cultural and religious foundations are the major themes of Surah 

“Nisa,” or Women. 

 

In the opening verse of the Surah, the special status of mothers is highlighted: “… be 

heedful of the wombs that bore you …” (4:1) The verse is also frequently recited during 

Muslim marriages: “O mankind, fear your Lord, who created you from one soul and created 

from it its mate and dispersed from both of them many men and women.” 

 

The fundamental equality of men and women are made clear in the verse: “If any do deeds 

of righteousness, be they male or female and have faith, they will enter Heaven, and not the 

least injustice will be done to them.” (4:124) 

 

It is in the context of this verse that we must understand the injunctions cited in this Surah. 

 

Ideally, married and family life should be tranquil, based on mutual respect, love and 

kindness, but the reality of the human condition – divorce, issues of inheritance and such - 

prevents this from always being so. The Quran deals with the details of many of these 

complex issues in a forthright manner in this Surah, at least one of which can be summed 

up thus: Physical and emotional cruelty in marriages constitute grave sin. Where a woman 

fears or suffers difficulties in her marriage, the goal should be for an amicable and just 

settlement. If greed, power or arrogance influences the man’s decision, he will face the dire 

consequences of his action. “O you who believe! You are forbidden to inherit women 

against their will. Nor should you treat them with harshness … live with them on a footing of 

kindness and equity … If you take a dislike to them, it may be that you dislike a thing, and 

Allah brings about through it a great deal of good.” (4:19) 

 

As for the rights of orphans, guardians entrusted with their properties must release all their 



properties to them when they attain maturity. Devouring their properties is like devouring 

fire. On the other hand, those who ensure and protect the rights of orphans are among the 

blessed. (4:6-10) 

 

We commit sin due to haste, ignorance and other weaknesses, but Allah, the Forgiving, the 

Compassionate, leaves open the door of mercy. He wishes to reduce our difficulties 

because “man was created weak.” (4:28) The key is repentance: “Allah accepts the 

repentance of those who do evil in ignorance and repent soon afterwards; to them will Allah 

turn in mercy, for Allah is full of knowledge and wisdom.” But continuing to indulge in sins 

and repenting only when death knocks on the door are futile. “Of no effect is the repentance 

of those who continue to do evil, until death faces one of them, and he says, ‘now I have 

repented indeed …’” (4:17-18) 

 

As flawed human beings, we commit sins knowingly or unknowingly, but Allah fills us with 

hope: “If you avoid the most heinous of the things that you are forbidden to do, We shall 

remit your evil deeds and admit you to a gate of great honor.” (4:31) 

 

Wealth and riches in their various manifestations are gifts from God. Wasting one’s wealth 

and gifts in vanities or to be seen and praised by others constitute sin. We can be violent in 

our love of wealth and the adornments of life. Believers are commanded not to covet those 

things “in which Allah has bestowed His gifts more freely on some of you than on others.” It 

is a sign of divine justice that “to men is allotted what they earn, and to women what they 

earn.” (4:32) Holding back one’s blessings from benefiting others is not the characteristic of 

a believer. 

 

The criteria for success are clarified: “Serve Allah and join not any partners with Him. And 

do good, to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, those in need, neighbors who are of kin, neighbors 

who are strangers, the companions by your side, the wayfarer you meet … for Allah loves 

not the arrogant, the vainglorious.” (4:36) Notice how fulfilling the rights of parents, families, 

relatives, neighbors and the needy can keep us from becoming arrogant, a vice condemned 

several times in the Quran. 

 

Miserliness, boasting and showing-off (3:37-38) are grievous sins. On the other hand, 

“those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, we shall soon admit to gardens with 

rivers flowing beneath, their eternal home. Therein shall they have spouses purified …” 

(4:57) 

 



Agreements must be fulfilled, as must the demands of justice. “Allah commands you to 

render back your trusts to those to whom they are due. And when you judge between 

people, that you judge with justice …” (4:58)  

 

Believers must defend their rights and the rights of the oppressed. There are Muslims who 

regularly pray and give regular zakat but when it comes to serving Allah with action, they 

fear people more than they should fear Allah (4:77). Allah forgives all sins except shirk, or 

associating partners with Him. 

 

There is no avoiding death “even when you are in towers built up strong and high.” (4:78) At 

all times we must remember that “whatever good happens to you is from Allah, but 

whatever evil happens to you is from yourself …” (4:79) 

 

Recommending and helping in a good cause makes one a partner in it. Likewise, 

recommending and helping in an evil cause makes one share its consequences. (4:85) 

 

Islam places a premium value on humility and good manners, the foundation for a civil 

society. “When a courteous greeting is offered you, meet it with a greeting still more 

courteous, or at least of equal courtesy. Allah takes careful account of all things.” (4:86) 

 

There is no escape from accountability. If sinners and hypocrites try to claim at the time of 

death that they had no choice regarding committing sins because they were “weak and 

oppressed,” the futility of their excuse will be revealed to them. They will be told: “Was not 

the earth of Allah spacious enough for you …?” But those who were weak and oppressed, 

men, women and children who were without the means or the power to escape, “There is 

hope that Allah will forgive, for Allah does blot out sins and forgives again and again.” (4:97-

99) 

 

When we commit a sin, we only hurt ourselves. But when we commit a sin and blame it on 

someone else, we commit a bigger sin. “If anyone earns a sin, he earns it against his own 

soul … but if anyone earns a sin and throws it onto one who is innocent, he carries on 

himself both a false charge and a flagrant sin.” (4:111-112) 

 

How does Shaitan mislead us? By making promises that evoke ‘false desires’ and ‘false 

hopes,’ “but Shaitan’s promises are nothing but deception.” (4:119-120) 

 

(Think about it for a moment: So many of our desires and hopes arises from the 



 

whisperings of Shaitan, whether through the envy of others, craving for worldly possessions 

or hunger for power. Anytime desires stir in our hearts for wants rather than needs, we 

should question them and try to resist Shaitan’s seductive lures.) 

 

The fundamental equality of women and men in receiving the rewards of faith backed by 

action, with prophet Ibrahim (AS) as an example, are made clear: “If any do deeds of 

righteousness, be they male or female, and have faith, they will enter heaven … Who can 

be better in religion than one who submits his whole self to Allah, does good, and follows 

the way of Ibrahim, the true in faith? For Allah did take Ibrahim as a friend.” (4:124-125) 

 

The quest for justice must be central to the lives of believers who are commanded to “stand 

out firmly for justice, as witnesses to Allah, even as against yourselves, or your parents, or 

your kin, and whether it be against rich or poor: for Allah can best protect both.” (4:135) 

 

Taking a stand against a rich person who has done wrong can enhance our sense of 

righteousness but note that Allah is commanding us to take a stand against a poor person 

as well if that’s what justice demands. Thus does Allah help correct our misconceptions. 

 

The hypocrites are warned that they will be “in the lowest depths of fire” but are also given 

hope: “Except those who repent, mend their life, hold fast to Allah, and make their religious 

devotion sincere to Allah …” (4:145-146) 
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(Surah An-Nisa is a Madani Surah) 

Surah An-Nisa (Women) (Verses 4:148-4:176) 

When the Jews claimed that they had killed Prophet Issa, the Quran negates the claim: “But 

they had neither killed him, nor crucified him, but it was made to seem that they did. Those 

who disagree about it are confused. They have no knowledge of it, going by pure 

conjecture, since they had certainly not killed him. Allah raised him up to Him. Allah is 

exalted in power and wise.” (4:157) 

 

The Quran refutes the arguments of Jews and Christians who deny the legitimacy of 

Prophet Muhammad (saw) and Islam. Allah addresses the Prophet, confirming that “We 

have sent you revelation as We sent to Noah and to the prophets who came after him. We 

also sent revelation to Ibraham, Ismail, Ishaq, Yaqub, the Tribes, and to Issa, Ayub, Yunus, 

Harun, Sulaiman and Daud, to whom We gave the Psalms.” (4:163) 

 

The Quran addresses the Christians to confirm the Truth: “O People of the Book! Commit 

no excesses in your religion and say nothing but the truth about God. Issa, the son of Mary, 

is no more than a messenger of God, and His Word, which He bestowed on Mary, and a 

spirit proceeding from Him. So believe in God and His messengers and do not say God is 

three. Desist for your own good. Allah is but One God. He is far too glorified to have a son. 

To Him belong all things in the heavens and on earth. And enough is Allah as a Disposer of 

affairs.” (4:171) 

 

(Surah Al-Maida is a Madani Surah) 

Surah Al-Maidah (The Table) (Verses 5:1-5:120)  

The Surah contains general rules and commands for establishing an Islamic society, as well 

as specific rules for cleanliness and identifying and consuming wholesome food. It contains 

sixteen exhortations to believers, two exhortation to Prophet Muhammad (saw) and five 

exhortations to People of the Book. 

 



Scholars agree that a portion of (5:3) of Surah Maidah contains the last chronological 

revelation to Prophet Muhammad (saw), marking the final stage of his Prophethood in this 

earthly life: “This day I have perfected your religion for you, completed my favor upon you, 

and have chosen Islam as your religion.” Some scholars are of the opinion that the verse 

was revealed to the Prophet (saw) during his farewell sermon on the plains of Arafat on the 

9th of Dhul-Hijjah in 10th Hijri, while others think it was revealed after the conclusion of the 

Treaty of Hudaybiyah in 6th Hijri. 

 

Instruction for wudu is contained in (5:6): “O you who believe! When you prepare for prayer, 

wash your faces and your hands and arms to the elbows. Rub your head with water and 

wash your feet to the ankles …” 

 

(Wudu is not a ritual but a practice that helps the believer not only clean the external limbs 

but also orient the inner being toward the Infinite. A hadith holds that on the Day of 

Judgment, believers will be marked by the glow of wudu from their limbs.) 

 

Establishing an Islamic society requires Muslims to fulfill all obligations to Allah, to believe in 

His Oneness and serve Him alone, to be worthy of emulation by others through words and 

deeds, and particularly to promote justice: “O you who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah as 

witnesses to fair dealing, and let not the hatred of others make you swerve to wrong and 

depart from justice. Be just, that is next to piety, and be mindful of Allah, for Allah is well-

acquainted with all that you do.” (5:8). 

 

A promise follows this command: “To those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, 

Allah has promised forgiveness and a great reward.” (5:9) 

 

A society will fall apart if people kill each other without accountability. To underscore the 

gravity of the issue, the Quran states: “Whoever kills a human being, other than as 

punishment for murder or for the spreading of corruption on earth, it shall be considered as 

though he has killed the whole of mankind. And whosoever saves a human life shall be 

deemed as if he has saved the whole of mankind.” (5:32) 

 

How do we attain prosperity? “O you who believe! Do your duty to Allah, seek the means of 

approach to Him, and strive in His cause, that you may prosper.” (5:35) 

 

Allah has made diversity among people a sign of His Creativity: “… To each among you We 

have prescribed a Law and an Open Way. If Allah had so willed, He would have made you 



a single people, but His plan is to test you in what He has given you, so strive as in a race 

to all virtues.” (5:48) (For perspective, read also verse (49:13): “O mankind! We created you 

from a single pair of a male and a female, and made you into nations and tribes, that you 

may know each other …”) 

 

The universality of Allah’s revelation and its relevance to us are emphasized in this verse, 

as in verse (2:62): “Those who believe in the Quran, those who follow the Jewish scriptures, 

and the Sabians and the Christians, any who believe in Allah and the Last Day, and work 

righteousness, on them shall be no fear nor shall they grieve.” (5:69) 

 

Muslims must chart a middle path, leaning neither toward materialism nor toward 

monasticism, neither toward hedonism nor toward asceticism, neither toward extremism nor 

toward laxity. We cannot forbid what is permissible and permit what is forbidden. The Quran 

says, “O you who believe! Make not unlawful the good things that Allah has made lawful for 

you and commit no excess for Allah does not love those given to excess. Eat of the things 

which Allah has provided for you, lawful and good …” (5:87-88). 

 

(Note that in the Quran, “O you people!” (Ya Ayyuhan Nas) is quoted 20 times, while “O you 

who believe!” (Ya Ayyuhal Lazina Amanu) is quoted 89 times. The first is addressed to 

mankind, the second to believers. The first is generally a characteristic of Makkan Surahs 

while the second is that of Madani Surahs.) 

 

The injunction to not commit any excess carries a clear warning to believers against all 

forms of extremism in behavior and action. Those who claim to act in the name of Islam to 

unleash death and destruction on others are in direct violation of Allah’s command. 

 

A believer keeps his word, shuns intoxicants and gambling and does not fall prey to the 

devil’s whispering. “O you who believe! Intoxicants and gambling … are abominations, 

Shaitan’s handiwork. Avoid such abominations so that you may prosper. Shaitan’s plan is to 

excite enmity and hatred between you with intoxicants and gambling and hinder you from 

the remembrance of Allah and from prayer …” (5:90-91). (Note that these later verses are 

stronger than verse (2:219), in which believers are told that in wine and gambling is a “great 

sin and some profit … but the sin is greater than the profit.”) 

 

Sometimes the ascendance of evil in the world confounds us but Allah assures us through 

His prophet that truth will triumph, and goodness will be restored. “Say: ‘Not equal are the 

bad and the good, even though the abundance of the bad may dazzle you. So be conscious 



 

of Allah, O you who understand, that you may prosper.’” (5:100) 

 

Surah Maidah ends with the affirmation of a fundamental tenet of Islam, that there is only 

One God to whom we must submit in complete humility. This is illustrated in a dialogue 

between Allah and His messenger, Prophet Issa, clarifying yet again the status of Maryam 

and her son: “And behold! Allah will say: ‘O Issa the son of Maryam! Did you tell anyone, 

‘worship me and my mother for two gods beside Allah?’ Issa will say: ‘Glory to You! Never 

could I say what I had no right to say. Had I said such a thing, you would indeed have 

known about it. You know what is in my heart, though I know not what is in Yours. For You 

know in full what is hidden. Never did I say to them anything except what You commanded 

me to say, ‘Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord. And I was a witness over them while I 

dwelt among them, and when You did take me up, You were the Watcher over them, and 

You are a witness to all things.’” (5:116-117) Those who obey Allah’s commands can look 

forward to the supreme triumph: “Allah will say, ‘This is a day on which the truthful will profit 

from their truth. Theirs are gardens beneath which rivers flow, their eternal home, Allah well-

pleased with them, and they with Allah. That is the highest victory (the fulfillment of all 

desires.)’” (5:119) 

  



  

Evergreen Islamic Center  

 Tafseer AlQuran    
 

Summary of Verses 6:1 - 6:165 

(Surah Anam is a Makkan Surah) 

Surah Al-Anam (The Cattle) (Verses 6:1-165) 

Several verses of Surah Al-Anam address the superstition-laden polytheists of Arabia who 

believed that there was nothing except life on this earth and “never shall we be raised up 

again.” (6:29) 

 

There are 43 occurrences of the word “Say” in this Surah, sometimes occurring multiple 

times in the same verse, by which Allah instructs Prophet Muhammad (saw) to reason and 

plead with them, to summon their latent religious instincts to turn to the One True God. 

Some of these verses are: 

Say: "Travel through the earth and see what the end of those was who rejected the Truth." 

(6:11) 

 

Say: "To whom belongs all that is in the heavens and the earth?" Say: "To Allah. He has 

committed Himself to mercy and will gather you on the Day of Judgment, a day about which 

there is no doubt.” (6:12) 

 

Say: “Shall I take for my protector any other than Allah, the creator of the heavens and the 

earth? And He it is that feeds but is not fed. Say: “No, but I am commanded to be the first of 

those who bow to Allah in Islam, and be you not be of the company of those who join Gods 

with Allah.” (6:14) 

 

Say: "What could be the greatest testimony?" Say: “Allah is witness between me and you. 

This Quran has been revealed to me by inspiration so that I may warn you and all whom it 

may reach. Do you really believe there are other gods beside Allah?" Say: “No, I cannot 

bear witness.” Say: "But in truth He is the one Allah, and I am innocent of the guilt of joining 

others with Him."(6:19) 

 

Say: “I tell you that not that Allah’s treasures are with me, nor do I know what is hidden, nor 

do I tell you I am an angel. I but follow what is reveled to me. Say: Can the blind be held 



equal to the seeing? Will you then not consider?” (6:50) 

 

Say: “Who is it that delivers you from the dark recesses of land and sea, when you call upon 

Him in humility and in secret. ‘If He only delivers us from these dangers, we vow we shall 

truly show our gratitude.’” Say: “It is Allah who delivers you from these and all other 

distresses. And yet you worship false gods!” (6:63-64) 

 

On behalf of His prophet, Allah is reasoning with the Arabs who see the truth in front of 

them but who are unable to break free from dogma and blind adherence to sterile traditions. 

The arguments are clear and logical, woven together with compelling metaphors. “Lost 

indeed are those who treat it as a falsehood that they must meet Allah, until on a sudden 

the hour is on them, and they say, ‘Ah! woe unto us that we took no thought of it’; for they 

bear their burdens on their backs, and evil indeed are the burdens that they bear!” (6:31) 

 

Allah tests nations with suffering and adversity so that they may learn humility. (6:42) 

Instead, “their hearts became hardened, and Shaitan made their sinful acts seem alluring to 

them.” (6:43) 

 

We are to turn away from any discussion in which people mock Allah’s revelations “until 

they engage in other talk.” But Allah is aware of our frailties and so, “should Shaitan cause 

you to forget, take leave of the wrongdoers as soon as you remember.” (6:68) 

 

Prophet Ibrahim’s (AS) spiritual and intellectual development as he searched for the One 

True God is a powerful reminder of how logic and reason, combined with spiritual longing, 

can help us discover the Truth. First it was the star, then the moon, then the sun, and then, 

realization! “When he saw the sun rising in splendor, he said: ‘This is my Lord; this is the 

greatest of all.’” But when the sun set, he said: “O my people! I am indeed free from your 

guilt of giving partners to Allah. For me, I have set my face, firmly and truly, towards Him 

Who created the heavens and the earth, and never shall I give partners to Allah.” (6:76-78) 

 

When those who invent lies against Allah and deny His Truth suffer the agonies and terror 

of death, they will be told, “And behold! You come to us bare and alone as We created you 

for the first time. You have left behind you all the favors which We bestowed on you. We do 

not see with you your intercessors whom you thought to be partners in your affairs. So now 

all relations between you have been cut off, and your fancies have left you in the lurch!” 

 

In other words, for deniers of Allah’s sovereignty, power, wealth, influence, pride and talent 



will be of no use at the time of the ultimate reckoning. 

 

We are again reminded of the blessings of the Quran: “And this is a Book which We have 

sent down, bringing blessings and confirming the revelations which came before it so that 

you may warn the Mother of Cities and all around her. Those who believe in the Hereafter 

believe in this Book, and they are constant in guarding their prayers.” (6:92) Again: “And this 

is a Book which We have revealed as a blessing, so follow it and be righteous, that you may 

receive mercy.” (6:155) 

 

Only the most willfully ignorant fail to see God’s creativity in His creation: the grain and the 

date that split and sprout, the living that issue from the dead and the dead from the living, 

the eternal wonder of dawn breathing away the darkness, the night created for repose and 

tranquility, the sun and the moon as celestial markers of time, stars as beacons, rain that 

produces vegetation, grains, dates, grapes, olives, pomegranates and other kinds of fruits, 

similar and yet different in taste and texture. “Behold! In these are signs for people who 

know … understand … believe.” (6:95-99) 

 

Again in verse (6:141) we read: “It is He who produces gardens … and dates … produce of 

all kinds, and olives and pomegranates, similar in kind and different in variety. Eat of their 

fruit in their season but render the dues that are proper on the day that the harvest is 

gathered. But waste nit by excess, for Allah loves not the wasters.” 

 

(Notice the last clause in which Allah warns us that He does not love the wasters. If waste is 

a sin, there is hardly any Muslim community that is not guilty of it, particularly during 

Ramadan. The more affluent the community, the more the waste. The sheer volume of 

waste during Ramadan negates its spirit of self-restraint. How can we aspire to Allah’s 

mercy if we are indifferent to His warning that he does not love wasters! We must make 

Ramadan green by eliminating waste and increasing reusables. This is especially urgent in 

the light of climate change that poses an existential threat to humankind. The pandemic of 

2020 that has caused us to shutter our mosques has made irrelevant the discussion of 

waste but, Insha Allah, when our mosques reopen, we must make conservation, reducing, 

recycling, reusing and repurposing a priority throughout the year but particularly during 

Ramadan.) 

 

We are asked to shun sectarianism: “As for those who divide their religion and break up into 

sects, you have no part in them in the least. Their accountability is with Allah. He will in the 

end tell them the truth of all that they did.” (6:159) For those who do good, the rewards for 



 

each good deed are multiplied while for wrong-doers, the punishment for each evil deed is 

one-to-one: “He who does good shall have ten times as much to his credit. He who does 

evil shall only be recompensed according to his evil. No wrong shall be done unto them.” 

(6:160) 

 

There are clear directives for a life of meaning and purpose: 

Say: Come, I will tell you what your Lord has ordained for you: 

1. You shall not take other gods beside Him. (6:151) 

2. You must show kindness toward your parents. (6:151) 

4. Avoid shameful deeds, open or secret. (6:151) 

5. Do not take a life except by way of justice and law. (6:151) 

6. Observe fairness and justice in weights and measures. (6:151) 

7. Do not take possession of the properties of orphans. Release their properties to them 

when they attain maturity. (6:152) 

8. Judge fairly and testify to the truth, even if a close relative is concerned. (6:152) 

9. Fulfill the covenant of God. (6:152) 

10. Follow My Straight Path. Follow it and do not follow other paths, for those shall lead you 

away from it. “This is what He urges you to do, so that you may attain salvation.” (6:153) 

The Surah ends with three sublime affirmations: 

Say: "My Lord has guided me to a straight path, to an upright religion, the faith of Ibrahim 

who joined not gods with Allah." (6:161) 

Say: "Truly, my prayer and my service of sacrifice, my life and my death, are all for Allah, 

Lord of Creation.” (6:162) 

(Notice how this affirmation is echoed in the Attahiyatu that we recite in every prayer: “At-

tahiyyatu lillahi was-salawatu wat-taiyyibatu …” All good deeds and acts of worship are for 

the pleasure of Allah …) 

 

Say: "Should I seek a Lord other than Allah when He is the Lord of everything? … No 

bearer of burdens can bear the burden of another …” (6:164) 
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(Surah Al-Araf is a Makki Surah) 

Surah Al-Araf (The Heights) 

 

Arrogance is a deadly vice. (yastakbiruna, Arabic for arrogant, occurs about 70 times in the 

Quran in several variations, underscoring the severity of its sin. Anytime we think we are 

superior to others, whether in intelligence, wealth, power or any other criterion, we commit 

the sin of arrogance. We don't have to verbally state our superiority. Merely thinking that we 

are superior makes us guilty of arrogance.) It is what caused Iblis to refuse to bow down 

before Prophet Adam (AS) when he told Allah, "I am better than he. You created me from 

fire and him from clay."  (7:12) 

 

We are reminded that claiming superiority based on origin, or anything other than virtues 

such as piety and striving for justice, invokes Allah’s anger. Shaitan is banished but he 

warns that he will “lie in wait for them on Your straight Way. Then will I assault them from 

before them and behind them, from their right and their left. You will not find in most of them 

gratitude for Your mercies." (7:16-17). 

In other words, failing to thank Allah for His mercy and blessing – being ungrateful - makes 

one easy prey for Shaitan. 

 

Attention to personal hygiene, particularly during prayer, and the importance of not wasting 

by excess is emphasized: “O children of Adam, wear your beautiful apparel at every time 

and place of prayer, eat and drink but waste not by excess, for Allah does not love the 

wasters.” (7:31) (The sin of waste is also stated in (6:141) that takes on particular urgency 

in the light of climate change.) 

 

There are also people who reject Allah’s Signs with arrogance. “… no opening will there be 

of the gates of heaven, nor will they enter the Garden until the camel can pass through the 

eye of the needle …” (7:40) “But those who believe and work righteousness, no burden do 



We place on any soul but that which it can bear. They will be companions of the Garden, 

therein to dwell forever.” (7:42) 

 

Zakat is mentioned in conjunction with Salat in about 30 verses of the Quran (although the 

word ‘salat’ in all its derived forms occur 99 times in the Quran.) However, zakat, without 

reference to salat, is mentioned in only two verses of the Quran. One of these is 7:156, (the 

other being 30:39), in which Allah says, “… but My mercy extends to all things. That mercy I 

give to those who practice Taqwa and give zakat, and those who believe in Our signs.” 

 

Notice how the word ‘zakat’ is placed between Taqwa and Iman, suggesting perhaps that 

zakat is the bridge that links the two. Zakat increases our awareness of the Creator and 

becomes a channel for receiving Allah’s mercy. 

 

Most susceptible to Shaitan are those ungrateful for the blessings of Allah. Shaitan also 

gets his way with those weak of faith and those who succumb to temptations. It is a battle 

even Adam and Eve lost. Shaitan is successful with those who listen to him. “Relate to them 

the story of the man to whom We sent Our signs, but he passed them by, so Shaitan 

followed him and he went astray. If it had been Our will, We could have elevated him with 

Our signs, but he inclined to the earth, and followed his own vain desires.” (7:175-176) 

 

We children of Adam are weak and often struggle to resist Shaitan’s seductive whispering. 

The Quran tells us how to protect ourselves: “If a suggestion from Shaitan assails your 

mind, seek refuge with Allah, for He hears and knows all things” and “Those who fear Allah, 

when a thought of evil from Shaitan assaults them, bring Allah to remembrance, when lo, 

they see right!” (7:200-201) 

 

The Quran is a shield and the etiquette for listening to it is clear: “When the Quran is read, 

listen to it with attention and hold your peace, that you may receive Mercy.” (7:204) 

 

(We violate Allah’s command if we keep audio or video of Quranic recitation playing in the 

background while engaged in worldly affairs.) 

 

Sometimes we become too strident and self-righteous and forbid the gifts Allah has blessed 

us with and all the innumerable good things He has provided us for sustenance. We are to 

resist and defeat such impulses. “Say, who has forbidden the beautiful gifts of Allah, which 

he has produced for his servants, and the things, clean and pure …” (7:32) 

 



If asceticism for some means the negation of wholesome art and beauty, Islam attaches no 

sanctity to such asceticism. What Allah does forbid include the following: shameful deeds, 

open or secret, sins and trespasses against truth or reason, assigning partners to Allah, and 

saying things about Allah of which we have no knowledge. (7:33) 

 

Those who reflect deeply on the verses of the Quran draw lessons from the rise and fall of 

civilizations that occur with regularity throughout history. The Surah speaks at length about 

the people of Nuh (7:59-64) and Lut (7:80-84) and about ancient Arabian tribes such as ‘Ad 

(7:65-72), Thamud (7:73-79), and Madyan (7:85-93), who arrogantly rejected the prophets 

and messengers sent to them. Allah punished them and destroyed their cities and towns. 

 

There are details about the mission of prophet Musa (RA) and his divinely-inspired 

message. Pharaoh, and later the Israelites of Egypt, rejected him and his message. As with 

the people of past prophets, this too led to their destruction. (7:103-157) For a composite 

picture of the trials and tribulations of prophet Musa and his ultimate vindication, including 

his encounters with the Pharaoh and his dramatic meeting with the magicians, see Surahs 

Baqara (2:47-71), Maida (5:20-26), Yunus (10:75-93), Isra (17:4-7, 101-104), Ta Ha (20:60-

73), Shuara (26:10-66), Naml (27:7-14), Qasas (28:2-46), Ghafir (40:23-46), and Naziat 

(79:15-25). 

 

Particularly compelling is the description of the meeting of prophet Musa and his Creator: 

“When Musa came to the place appointed by Us, and his Lord addressed him. He said, ‘O 

my Lord! Show Yourself to me that I may look upon You.’ Allah said: ‘By no means can you 

see Me (directly). But look upon the peak of the mountain. If it stays in its place, then shall 

you see Me.’ When his Lord manifested Himself on the peak, He made it as dust, and Musa 

fell down in a swoon. When he recovered his senses, he said: ‘Glory be to You! To You I 

turn in repentance, and I am the first to believe.’” (7: 143) (See also (20:10-14), (27:9-12) 

and (28:30-35)) 

 

A dramatic scene is presented in the encounter between Musa (RA) and Pharaoh and his 

band of magicians. Pharaoh was confident of proving his superiority over Musa through the 

spellbinding magic of his sorcerers. “… They bewitched the eyes of the people, and struck 

terror into them …” (7:116) But when Musa threw his rod as commanded by Allah, “it 

swallowed up all the falsehoods …” (7:117) 

 

The magicians at once recognized the eternal Truth preached by Musa. “… the sorcerers 

fall down in adoration, saying, ‘We believe in the Lord of the Worlds, the Lord of Musa and 



Harun.’” (7:120-122) Undaunted by the threats of Pharaoh to kill them, they spoke Truth to 

power in unflinching terms: “… you (Pharaoh) wreak your vengeance on us simply because 

we believed in the Signs of our Lord when they reached us! Our Lord, pour on us patience 

and constancy, and take our souls unto You as Muslims!” (7:126) 

 

The metamorphosis of the magicians is powerful because it shows how minds open to 

reason and hearts inclined to transcendence can rise above the lure of wealth, status and 

power, a lesson we too must practice as we stumble and find our way to the Straight Path 

through daily challenges and temptations. 

 

Subsequently, Allah’s revelation came to the inhabitants of Central Arabia, where Prophet 

Muhammad (saw) sowed the seeds of Islam and nurtured its growth. The Arabs became 

the recipients of divine revelation. The Quran endured intact and will remain intact until the 

end of time. With revelation comes responsibility and accountability: “Then shall we 

question those to whom Our message was sent and those by whom We sent it. And surely 

We shall recount their whole story with knowledge, for We were never absent at any time or 

place.”  (7:6-7) The accountability and judgment will be just and comprehensive: “On that 

Day, truth shall be the criterion. Those whose scale of good will be heavy, will prosper. 

Those whose scale will be light will lose their souls, for that they wrongfully treated Our 

signs.” (7:8-9) 

 

We get an intriguing and instructive glimpse of a dialogue that takes place in the Hereafter 

between the believers, the unbelievers and a third group of people who occupy a place on 

an elevated wall (Al-Araf) separating the other two groups. Those in paradise are portrayed 

as enjoying boundless peace and happiness and saying, “Praise be to Allah, who has 

guided us to this. Never could we have found guidance, had it not been for the guidance of 

Allah.” Allah assures them: “This is a paradise you have earned with your good deeds.” 

(7:43) 

 

Once they settle down, they become curious about their former oppressors. “Those in 

paradise will call out to those in hellfire: ‘We have indeed found the promises of our Lord to 

be true. Have you also found Your Lord's promises to be true?” They shall say, ‘Yes!’” 

(7:44) 

 

What about the people sitting on Al-Araf, the Heights? The tone of the verses describing 

them suggests they are also among the blessed. “On the heights will be men who would 

know others by their marks. They will call out to those in paradise, ‘Peace on you.’ They will 



 

not have entered but they will have an assurance thereof. When their eyes shall be turned 

towards those in hellfire, they will say: ‘Our Lord! Do not send us to the company of the 

wrongdoers. The men on the heights will call to certain men whom they will know from their 

marks, saying: ‘Of what profit to you were your hoards and your arrogant ways?’ Behold! 

Are these not the men whom you swore that Allah with His Mercy would never bless? Enter 

you paradise: no fear shall be on you, nor shall you grieve.” (7:46-49) 

 

The concluding verses of Surah Al-Araf instruct believers to rely on Allah through prayers 

and celebrate His praises for salvation and redemption: “Bring your Lord to remembrance in 

your very soul, with humility and in reverence, without loudness in words, in the mornings 

and evenings, and do not be of those who do not heed. Those who are near to Allah never 

flag in worshiping Him. They celebrate His praises and bow down before Him.” (7:205-206) 
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Surah Al-Anfal (Spoils of War) (Verses 8:1-75) 

 

What qualities define believers? “Believers are those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a 

tremor in their hearts, and when they hear His signs rehearsed, find their faith strengthened, 

and put all their trust in their Lord, who establish regular prayers and spend freely out of the 

gifts We have given them for sustenance. Such are the true believers. They have grades of 

dignity with their Lord, and forgiveness, and generous sustenance.” (8:2-4) 

 

This definitive description of believers was revealed following the Muslim victory in the 

decisive Battle of Badr. Al-Anfal (The Spoils of War) describes the planning, the strategy, 

the internal debates and ultimately, the victory by Muslims who, with Allah’s help, defeated 

a larger and better-equipped Quraish army. In fighting for the truth, the lesson is that 

believers are not be distracted by thoughts of worldly possessions, be it the spoils of war or 

other types of material gain. 

 

In case the victory made Muslims arrogant and turned them away from the One who made 

their victory possible, Allah warns them and reminds them of what constitutes true success: 

“Believers, do not betray the trust of Allah and the Messenger, nor knowingly violate your 

trust. Know you that your wealth and your children are but a trial and that it is Allah with 

Whom lies your highest reward.” (8:27-28) 

 

Given the fundamental importance of ‘Taqwa’ in marking a believer, it is worth repeating 

that this word and its various forms and nuances appear 151 times in the Quran, either as 

noun or verb. Scholars say that one of the best ways to deepen our understanding of the 

Quran is to be particularly attentive to verses in which the word ‘Taqwa’ and its variation 

appear and try to understand their meanings in context. ‘Taqwa’ is sometimes loosely 

translated as ‘fear’ but its meaning is much broader and deeper. It can mean awe, wonder, 



reverence, consciousness, mindfulness, shield, protection, piety, connecting with Allah, 

righteousness, a heightened state of worship that leads believers to feel safe from the 

hands and tongues of others, and a holistic combination of these qualities. 

 

In (8:29), for instance, we read the word ‘tattaqullaha’ and the verse translates as “O you 

who have attained to faith: If you remain conscious of Allah, He will endow you with a 

criterion by which to discern the true from the false, and will remove your bad deeds, and 

will forgive you your sins, for Allah is limitless in His bounty.” 

 

Badr was the first battle between the pagan Quraish and the young Muslim community of 

Madinah. It forced the Quraish to confront the reality that Prophet Muhammad’s (saw) 

movement was not a transient movement but the beginning of a new spiritual, political and 

social order, with ‘Taqwa’ as its driving force. It took several more years for Islam’s 

monotheism to replace Arabia’s polytheism, but the transformation had begun at Badr and 

there would be no stopping it. 

 

For the Muslim community, the battle of Badr was also the catalyst for converting words and 

ideas into action. Believers must first conquer their inner fears before they can think of 

defeating those who wage war against them. This truth is timeless: Unless we strive to 

change what is within us for the better, we will never be worthy of receiving Allah’s mercy: 

"Allah will never change the favor which He has bestowed on a people until they change 

their inner selves. Allah is All-hearing and All-knowing.” (8:53) 

 

The Surah offers clear guidance to Muslims for achieving victory when a war is forced on 

them: “Believers, when you meet an enemy, be firm and remember Allah in abundance, so 

that you may succeed. Obey Allah and His Messenger, and do not dispute with one 

another, lest you weaken and lose your strength, and remain steadfast because Allah is 

with those who patiently persevere. Do not be like those who departed from their homes in 

pursuit of vanity and keep others from the path of Allah.” (8:45-47) 

 

If the enemy sincerely desires peace, Muslims are to reciprocate the gesture. “… if they 

incline toward peace, you also incline toward peace. And trust in Allah. Surely, He is All-

hearing, All-knowing. Should they intend to deceive you (by their show of peace), Allah is 

sufficient for you.” (8:61) We are again reminded that “Allah is with those who patiently 

persevere.” (8:66) 

 

(Surah At-Taubah is a Madinan Surah) 



Surah At-Taubah (Repentance) (Verses 9:1-93) 

 

This Surah continues the general theme of war between believers and nonbelievers and the 

moral distinction between them. It details the conduct of war and the sanctity of treaties, 

granting of asylum to those who deny the truth only due to ignorance, the hypocrisy of those 

who refuse to heed the call for confronting aggression (as in the Tabuk expedition), and the 

need for fighting those who continuously resort to unprovoked aggression and armed 

confrontation with Muslims. 

 

Allah’s guidance has to be earned: “The mosques of Allah shall be visited and maintained 

by such as believe in Allah and the Last Day, establish regular prayers, and pay zakat, and 

fear none except Allah. It is they who are expected to be on true guidance.” (9:18) 

 

We test ourselves by the criteria Allah has defined for us. “Say: If it be that your fathers, 

your sons, your brothers, your mates, or your kindred, the wealth that you have gained, the 

commerce in which you fear a decline, or the dwellings in which you delight, are dearer to 

you than Allah and His messenger, or the striving in His cause, then wait until Allah brings 

about His decision; and Allah guides not the rebellious.” (9:24) 

 

(Note particularly the reference to wealth, business and dwellings. How often do we get 

carried away by our worldly successes and possessions and think we are masters of our 

destiny? The Quran warns us to keep our purpose in life in perspective and not be among 

the rebellious who substitute spirituality with worldly success.) 

 

The unfortunate human tendency to derive pleasure from the misfortunes of others – 

schadenfreude – must not tempt believers if they are to be on true guidance. This is 

indicated by the attitude of the hypocrites toward the Prophet (saw) during the Tabuk 

expedition and the prophet’s response on behalf of the believers through Divine revelation: 

“If good befalls you, it grieves them but if a misfortune befalls you, they say: ‘We took our 

precautions beforehand,’ and they turn away rejoicing. Say: ‘Nothing will happen to us 

except what Allah has decreed for us. He is our protector.’ And on Allah let the believers put 

their trust.” (9:50-51) 

 

Who are deserving of alms, of sadaqa? “Alms are for the poor and the needy, and those 

employed to administer the funds, for those whose hearts have been reconciled to truth, for 

those in bondage and in debt, in the cause of Allah, and for the wayfarer …” (9:60) 

 



The contrast between hypocrites and believers is made vivid: “The hypocrites, men and 

women, are alike. They enjoin evil and forbid what is just and tighten their purse’s strings. 

They have forgotten Allah, so He has forgotten them …” (9:67) 

 

On the other hand, “the believers, men and women, are protectors one of another. They 

enjoin what is just and forbid what is evil. They observe regular prayers, pay zakat and obey 

Allah and His messenger. On them will Allah pour His mercy, for Allah is exalted in power, 

wise.” (9:71) 

 

Often it happens that in difficult times we promise Allah we will become charitable if Allah 

blesses us with His bounty. When He does bless us with His bounty, however, we become 

miserly and renege on our promise. We become hypocrites, afflicted with the disease of the 

heart. Instead of pointing fingers at others, we must look deep into our hearts and ask: Have 

we shown gratitude to Allah for the bounty He has blessed us with by sharing it with others? 

If the answer is no, we must know of the dire consequence awaiting us: “Among them are 

people who made a covenant with Allah that if He bestowed on them of His bounty, they 

would give significantly to charity, and be truly among those who are righteous. But when 

He did bestow of His bounty, they became misers and turned back from their covenant, 

averse from its fulfillment. So He has put as a consequence hypocrisy into their hearts …” 

(9:75-77) 

 

What is the ultimate goal of a believer? Yes, believers aspire to Jannatul-Firdous in the 

Hereafter but is that the summit of success? No, the believer’s ultimate goal is to gain the 

pleasure of Allah: “Allah has promised believers, men and women, gardens beneath which 

rivers flow, to dwell therein, and beautiful mansions in gardens of everlasting stay. But the 

greatest bliss is the good pleasure of Allah. That is the supreme triumph!” (9:82) 

 

(Note the profound truth of these words: “The greatest bliss is the good pleasure of Allah.” 

This is the purpose of a believer’s life. This is what gives life its meaning. Anything we say 

or do should be to earn Allah’s pleasure. Everything else is secondary. Combine this with 

“You alone we worship, and from You alone we seek help” (1:5) and the transcendent 

means and goals of our lives are unambiguously defined within a comprehensive 

framework. Think also of what we recite in every prayer as part of Attahiyatu: Attahiyyatu 

lillahi was-salawatu wat-taiyyibatu … “All good deeds and acts of worship are for the 

pleasure of Allah.”) 

 

For the hypocrites and the fearful among Muslims, the Quran is direct: “Believers, what is 



 

the matter with you that, when you are asked to go forth in the cause of Allah, you cling 

heavily to the earth? Do you prefer the life of this world to the Hereafter? But little is the 

comfort of this life, as compared with the Hereafter,” (9:38) and “Let not their wealth nor 

their sons dazzle you: in reality, Allah’s plan is to punish them with these things in this life 

…” (9:85) 
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Surah At-Taubah (Repentance) (Verses 9:94-129) 

 

In the last few verses of Surah Taubah we get yet another vivid description of believers: 

“Those who turn to Allah in repentance, who serve Him and praise Him and go on seeking 

His acceptance, who bow down and prostrate in prayer, who enjoin good and forbid evil and 

observe limits set by Allah.” (9:112) 

Believers are exhorted to be among those who are true in word and deed. “And whenever 

they spend anything for the sake of Allah, be it little or much … is recorded in their favor, 

and Allah will grant them the best reward for all that they do.” (9:121) 

 

The concluding verse of this Surah contains such enormous hope and assurance that it can 

move believers to tears: “… Say: Allah is sufficient for me. There is no God but He. On Him 

is my trust. He is the Lord of the Throne supreme!” (9:129) 

 

(Surah Yunus is a Makki Surah) 

Surah Yunus (Verses 10:1-109) 

 

In many verses of the Quran, we learn that no prophet was ever immediately accepted and 

followed by all his people. The only exceptions were the people of Nineveh and their 

prophet Yunus (AS): “For, alas, there has never been any community that attained to faith in 

its entirety, and thereupon benefited by its faith, except the people of Yunus.” (10:98) 

 

Those who worship false deities or do not believe in a Higher Power are obsessed with 

worldly gains. They, and their descendants through the ages, are encouraged to observe, 

contemplate and reflect on Allah’s creation so that their dormant intellectual and spiritual 

instincts may awaken. “It is He Who made the sun to be a shining glory and the moon to be 

a light of beauty, and measured out stages for her, that you may know the number of years 

and the count of time. Allah creates these in truth. Thus does He explain His Signs in detail 



for those who understand.” (10:5) “… Thus do We explain the Signs in detail to those who 

reflect.” (10:24) “He it is that has made you the night that you may rest therein, and the day 

to make things visible to you. Surely in this are signs for those who listen.” (10:67) 

 

The link between belief and good deeds - faith and action - is emphasized: “So that He may 

reward those who believe and do good deeds” (10:4) and, “Those who believe and do good 

works, their Lord shall guide them through their faith” (10:9) and, “For those who do good 

there is a good reward and more besides.” (10:26) 

 

When we face hardship, we feel helpless and implore Allah for help. As soon as the 

hardship eases, our pleading for Allah’s help fades. The Surah instructs us to be always 

conscious of Allah’s favors to us and to remember Him in both trying and tranquil times. 

“When misfortune befalls man, He pleads to Us lying on his side, or sitting, or standing. But 

as soon as We lift his affliction, he goes on as if he had never sought Our help. Thus their 

misdeeds are made alluring to the wrong-doers!” (10:12) 

 

Muslims are treated like other religious communities in that when it comes to judgment, they 

will not receive any special treatment. Stories of Prophets Nuh, Hud, Saleh, Shuaib, Musa 

(AS) and others testify to Allah’s justice. The Prophet (saw) is told: “Generations before you 

We destroyed when they did wrong. Their messengers came to them with clear signs, but 

they would not believe! Thus shall We recompense the guilty. Then We made you heirs in 

the land after them, to see how you would behave!” (10:13) 

 

The eternal and immutable nature of the Quran is emphasized: “This Quran is not such as 

can be produced by other than Allah … it is a confirmation of revelations that went before it, 

and a fuller explanation of the Book, wherein there is no doubt, from the Lord of the worlds.” 

(10:37) 

 

Allah forgives until the very end but at the very moment when death strikes, it is too late to 

repent. This is what happened to Pharaoh. When about to be drowned, Pharaoh cried, “I 

believe that there is no God except whom the children of Israel believe in. I am one of those 

who submit to Allah in Islam. (It was said to him) Ah now! But a little while before, you were 

in rebellion … This day We shall save you in your body that you might be a Sign to those 

who come after you …” (10:90-92) 

 

(For perspective, note that Pharaoh as an oppressor is mentioned 74 times in 29 chapters 

in the Quran. Injustice and oppression and their dire consequences are mentioned over 290 



times in the Quran.) 

 

Allah instructs His prophet (saw) to tell people “not to call on deity other than Allah, who can 

neither profit you nor hurt you, for if you do, surely you will be of those who do wrong.” 

(10:106) and “… those who receive His guidance, do so for the good of their own souls. 

Those who stray, do so to their own loss. And I am not set over you to arrange your affairs.” 

(10:108) 

 

(Surah Hud is a Makki Surah) 

Surah Hud (Verses 11:1-49) 

 

The Surah opens with a reference to Quran as a “Book, whose fundamental verses are 

well-expressed and explained in detail, from the All-Wise and All-Knowing.” (11:2) 

 

The Quran takes us from the barren land of shirk to the fertile realm of Tawhid: To worship 

none but Allah, to seek His forgiveness and turn to Him in repentance. Those who are 

patient, “do good and humble themselves before their Lord” (11:23) are promised 

forgiveness and a great reward. 

Of use is the reminder. Stories of Prophets Nuh, Hud, Salih, Musa and Harun are repeated, 

each narration containing something new for us to reflect on and act accordingly. 

 

Particularly instructive is the story of Nuh (AS). When the flood threatens to engulf the earth, 

“… he said, embark you on the ark in the name of Allah, whether it moves or is at rest! For 

my Lord is, be sure, Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (11:41) 

 

But his distress is palpable. He implores his son to embark on the ark and not be with the 

unbelievers. “The son replied: ‘I will betake myself to some mountain. It will save me from 

the water.’ Nuh said: ‘This day nothing can save from the command of Allah, any but those 

on whom He has mercy!’ And the waves came between them, and the son was among 

those overwhelmed in the Flood.” (10:43) 

 

In anguish, Nuh begs Allah to save his son. “And Nuh called upon his Lord, and said: ‘O my 

Lord! Surely my son is of my family! Your promise is true, and You are the best of Judges!’” 

(11:45) 

 

Allah replied: "O Nuh! He is not of your family, for his conduct is unrighteous. So ask not of 

Me that of which you have no knowledge. I give you counsel, lest you act like the ignorant!" 



 

(11:46) 

 

Nuh said: "O my Lord! I do seek refuge with You, lest I ask You for that of which I have no 

knowledge. And unless You forgive me and have Mercy on me, I should indeed be lost!" 

(11:47) 

 

In several verses in the Quran, we read that “no bearer of burden can bear the burden of 

another.” (2:286, 6:164, 17:15, 35:18, 53:38) It is true not only for ordinary mortals but also 

for prophets. Even a prophet cannot save his child if the child chooses to go astray, yet 

another example of Divine justice. 
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Surah Hud (Verses 11:50-123) 

Prophets Hud, Salih and Shuaib (AS) brought the same message of Tawhid to their 

respective people: "O my people, worship Allah. You have no other god but Him.” (11:50) 

 

The people rejected the message and were destroyed. Pharaoh rejected the message of 

Prophet Musa and he and his followers were swallowed by the sea. 

 

When Shuaib (AS) is mocked by his own Madyan people after he exhorts them to “… 

worship Allah. You have no other God but Him …” (11:84), he tells them, “… I only desire 

what is good for you to the best of my power. And my success in my task can only come 

from Allah. In Him I trust and unto Him I turn.” (11:88) 

 

(Notice how Shuaib (AS) attributes his success or ability (Taufiq) to Allah alone. At all times 

we must remember that any gift Allah has blessed us with is exactly that, a gift which we 

must humbly acknowledge, and which must never fill us with pride or arrogance, for Allah 

could easily have given it someone else. What is the ultimate purpose of such a gift? To 

earn the “good pleasure of Allah, the supreme triumph.” (9:72)) 

 

Allah says about those who rejected the messages of His prophets: “It was not We who 

wronged them. They wronged their own souls. When your Lord’s judgment came upon 

them, the gods they called upon besides Allah availed them nothing. They only added to 

their ruin.” (11:101) 

 

Those who disobey Allah “… shall be in the fire, where there will be nothing but the heaving 

sighs and sobs.” (11:106) But “… those blessed will be in the Garden. They will dwell 

therein so long as the heavens and the earth endure, except as your Lord wills, a gift 

without break.” (11:108) 

 



The centrality of prayers in a believer’s life is emphasized: “Establish regular prayers at the 

two ends of the day and at the approaches of the night. Good deeds make up for evil ones. 

This is an admonition for thoughtful people.” (11:114) 

 

It was the Prophet (saw) who taught us the specific forms of the daily prayers, but this verse 

suggests that the numbers of daily prayers is five. (Other Quranic verses that refer to the 

daily prayers and their timings are (2:238), (17:78), (20:130), (30:17-18) and (50:39-40)). 

 

The Surah ends with an absolute affirmation: “To Allah belongs the unseen of the heavens 

and the earth. And to Him goes back every affair for decision. So worship Him and put your 

trust in Him and your Lord is not unmindful of all that you do.” (11:123) 

 

(In several verses of Surah Hud, Allah addresses the Prophet (saw) directly no less than 

eighteen times, describing the fate of the ‘Ad, the Thamud, the Madyan, Pharaoh and 

others. It filled the Prophet (saw) with fear about the fate of his own Ummah. As reported by 

Tarmidhi in his Sunan: The Prophet (saw) is reported to have said: “Hud and its sister 

Surahs – al-Waqiah, al-Mursalat, an-Naba and at-Takwir – are the cause of my gray hair.” A 

close reading of these Surahs explains why.) 

 

(Surah Yusuf is a Makkan Surah) 

Surah Yusuf (Verses 12:1-111) 

“We have sent it down as an Arabic Quran so that you may learn wisdom. In it We relate to 

you the most beautiful of stories …” (12:2-3) 

 

The beautiful story is that of Prophet Yusuf (AS), his father Yaqub (Jacob), his blood brother 

Binyamin (Benjamin) and his ten stepbrothers. Prophet Yaqub inherited his religious mantle 

from his father Ishaq (AS), who had inherited it from his father Ibrahim (AS). It is 

reasonable, therefore, to expect Yusuf to have inherited this legacy from his father. 

 

The story of Yusuf (AS) and his family is well known. What interest us are its timeless 

lessons. Some of these are: 

Trust in Allah and patience go together: The theme of the Surah is suggested in verse 67 in 

which Yaqub (AS) says: “Judgment as to what is to happen rests with Allah alone. On Him 

do I put my trust: and let all who have trust in His existence put their trust on Him alone." 

(12:67) His foremost virtue was patience. When the brothers claimed that a wolf had 

devoured Yusuf, he said, “For me patience is most fitting. Against what you assert, it is 

Allah alone whose help can be sought.” (12:18) Later in the story, when Yusuf finally 



reveals himself to his brothers, he says: “Those who fear Allah and patiently persevere, 

Allah will not deny their reward.” (12:90) 

 

Faith will triumph over temptation if awareness of Allah resonates constantly in the heart: 

“And with passion did she desire him, and he would have desired her, but that he saw the 

evidence of his Lord: thus did We order that We might turn away from him all evil and 

shameful deeds: for he was one of Our servants, sincere and purified.” (12:24)  Also, "O my 

Lord! Prison is more to my liking than that to which they invite me. Unless You turn away 

their snares from me, I should in my youthful folly feel inclined towards them and join the 

ranks of the ignorant. So his Lord listened to him and turned away their snares from him.” 

(12:33) The critical thing to note is that Yusuf knew, even in his extreme moment of 

weakness, that only by asking Allah for help could he save himself. 

 

To despair of Allah’s mercy is to disbelieve: Yaqub (AS) tells his sons, “… and never give 

up hope of Allah’s soothing mercy. Truly no one despairs of Allah’s soothing mercy except 

those who have no faith.” (12:87) 

 

Forgiveness is nobler than revenge: Yusuf (AS) could have exacted a terrible revenge on 

his step brothers for the sorrow they caused his father and for his own tribulations. Instead, 

after all the disclosures have been made and secrets revealed, he told his brothers: “This 

day you are free of reproach. May Allah forgive you. He is the most merciful of all.” (12:92) 

 

Develop gifts even under adversity: Yusuf (AS) knew that Allah had blessed him with a 

unique gift, the gift of interpreting dreams. Even in prison, instead of giving into despair and 

bitterness, he practiced his gift as a way of thanking Allah. Developing whatever gift and 

aptitude we may have been blessed with, even in adversity, is a way of thanking Allah. 

 

Mysteries of premonition and the world of the Unseen are real, even if access is granted 

only to a few: All through the ordeal of Yusuf’s (AS) long absence, Yaqub (AS) knew in his 

heart and in his unshakable faith in Allah that his son was alive. “(Yusuf then said to his 

brothers) Take this shirt of mine and throw it over my father’s face. He shall recover his 

sight. Then come to together with all your family.” (12:93) Hundreds of miles away, with no 

communication between the parties, Yaqub (AS) exclaimed: “I do indeed scent the 

presence of Yusuf!” (12:94) And when Yusuf’s shirt was placed over his face and he 

regained his sight, he said, “Did I not tell you that I know from Allah which you do not?” 

(12:96) 

 



 

Show gratitude to the One to whom gratitude is due: When the family was reunited, Yusuf 

said, "O my father! This is the fulfillment of my vision of old! Allah has made it come true! He 

was indeed good to me when He took me out of prison and brought you all here out of the 

desert, even after Satan had sown enmity between me and my brothers. Surely my Lord 

understands best the mysteries of all that He plans to do, for He is full of knowledge and 

wisdom. O my Lord! You have indeed bestowed on me some power, and taught me 

something of the interpretation of dreams and events. O Creator of the heavens and the 

earth! You are my Protector in this world and in the Hereafter. Take my soul at death as one 

submitting to Your will as a Muslim and unite me with the righteous." (12:100-101) This 

profound supplication to Allah conveys to the believer a holistic sense of Tawhid, humility 

and gratitude. 

 

(Surah Ar-Rad is a Madinan Surah) 

Surah Ar-Rad (Thunder) (Verses 13:1-18) 

Our accountability and responsibility for the condition we may find ourselves in are made 

clear in this verse: “Surely, Allah will never change the condition of a people unless they 

change their inner selves.” (13:11) (This verse also appears in 8:53) 
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Surah Ar-Rad (Thunder) (Verses 13:19-43) 

Who will achieve ultimate success? The Quran makes it clear: “Those who fulfill the 

Covenant of Allah and fail not in their word, those who join together those things which Allah 

has commanded to be joined (example: faith with action, love of God with love of mankind, 

and so on), hold their Lord in awe, and fear the terrible reckoning; Those who patiently 

persevere, seeking the countenance of their Lord, establish regular prayers, spend out of 

the gifts We have bestowed for their sustenance secretly and openly, and turn off evil with 

good: for such there is the final attainment of the eternal home – gardens of perpetual bliss, 

they shall enter there, as well as the righteous among their fathers, their spouses and their 

offspring …” (13:20-23) 

 

We all seek happiness and fulfillment in our lives but if our desires are unchecked and our 

hearts restless with wants and desires, happiness and fulfillment will elude us. Yet the 

surest source of satisfaction is within the reach of every believer. “He guides to Himself 

those who turn to Him, those who believe and whose hearts find satisfaction in the 

remembrance of Allah, for surely, in the remembrance of Allah do hearts find satisfaction.” 

(13:27-28) 

 

(Notice how these attributes of the believer - (13:20-23) and (13:27-28) - also define the 

Muttaqin, the one with Taqwa.) 

 

(Surah Ibrahim is a Makki Surah) 

Surah Ibrahim (Verses 14:1-52) 

What is the price of disbelief in Allah? “The example of those who disbelieve in their Lord is 

that their deeds are as ashes on which the wind blows furiously on a tempestuous day. 

They are unable to keep a single thing from what they earned. This is straying far, far from 

the goal.” (14:18) 

 



Those steeped in arrogance who think they are the embodiment of truth because of their 

number and power are warned of the reckoning on the Day of Judgment: “Do you not see 

that Allah created the heavens and the earth in Truth? If He wills, He can do away with you 

and put in your place a new creation. And that is not difficult for Allah. They will all be 

marshalled before Allah together, and the weak will say to those who were arrogant, 

‘Indeed, we were your followers, so can you avail us anything against the punishment of 

Allah?’ They will say, ‘If Allah had guided us, we would have guided you. It is all the same 

for us whether we rage or bear these torments with patience. For us there is no way of 

escape.’” (14:19-21) 

 

At this point, Allah will allow Shaitan to give a speech quoted in full in the Quran. It is an 

astonishing speech. It lays bare the scope of Shaitan's insidious work on earth and the 

anguish of those who heeded his call to ruin. "And Shaitan will say when the matter has 

been decided, 'Indeed, it was Allah Who had promised you the Truth. I too promised, but I 

betrayed you. I had no authority over you except that I invited you, and you responded to 

me. So do not blame me but blame yourselves. I cannot listen to your cries, nor can you 

listen to mine. Indeed, I reject your former act in associating me with Allah. For wrongdoers 

there must be a grievous punishment.’" (14:22) 

 

As for those who resisted Shaitan's temptations and followed the Straight Path, there is the 

reward of paradise: "And those who believed and did righteous deeds will be admitted to 

gardens beneath which rivers flow, abiding eternally therein by the permission of their Lord, 

and their greeting will be, 'Peace!'" (14:23) 

 

The Quran was revealed to lead the entire humanity “out of the depths of darkness into the 

light.” This contrast between darkness and light is also underscored by the parables of 

“good word” and “evil word.” 

 

“A good word is like a good tree. Its root is firmly fixed in the ground and its branches reach 

up to the sky. It yields its fruit every season by Allah’s permission … And the parable of an 

evil word is that of an evil tree. It is torn up by the root from the earth’s surface. It has no 

stability. Allah will establish in strength those who believe, with the Word that stands firm, in 

this world and in the Hereafter. But Allah will leave to stray those who do wrong …” (14:24-

27) 

 

Tawhid is the root of Islam, strong and enduring, while falsehood and idol-worshiping are 

rootless and easily topple over. 



 

Prophet Ibrahim (AS) epitomized Tawhid. He turned to Allah alone for all his needs. When 

he decided to briefly settle in the Hijaz in Western Arabia, he made this prayer: “O our Lord! 

I have settled some of my offspring in a barren valley near Your Sacred House so that that 

they may establish regular Prayer. Lord, make people’s hearts incline toward them in 

kindness and feed them with fruits, so that they may give thanks.” (14:37) 

 

We can trace this branch of Prophet Ibrahim’s family to Ismail (AS), his son from his second 

wife Hajar, while the other branch can be traced to Ishaq, his son from his first wife Sarah. 

We learn from the Quran that both his sons were born during his old age. His gratitude to 

Allah knew no bounds. Prayers were his means of expressing gratitude. “Praise be to Allah 

who has given me Ismail and Ishaq in my old age. My Lord hears all prayers. O’ my Lord, 

make me and my descendants steadfast in observing prayer and, our Lord, accept my 

prayer. O’ our Lord! Grant Your forgiveness unto me, my parents, and all Believers, on the 

Day on which the last Reckoning will be established.” (14:39-41) 

 

(Surah Hijr is a Makki Surah) 

Surah al-Hijr (Rocky Tract) (Verses 15:1-99) 

Allah tells us that the Quran will remain pure until the end of time: “We have, without doubt, 

sent down the Message and We will assuredly guard it from corruption.” (15:9) 

 

We are reminded of Iblis’s fall from grace and his resolve to lead astray those who do not 

guard themselves against his whispering. “I will make all that is evil on earth seem good to 

them, and I will most certainly tempt them into error, except those who are truly Your 

servants.”  (15:39-40) Allah said, “The final word on this is that you shall have no power 

over My servants, except those who are in error and who follow you of their own will.” 

(15:42) 

 

The Quran tells us in clear terms how Shaitan works. He has power over us only if we allow 

him to, by tempting us through the power of suggestion. Those who allow themselves to be 

misled by him will have no one to blame but themselves for the consequences. 

 

In the encounter between him and his mysterious guests, Prophet Ibrahim (AS) says at one 

point, “And who despairs of the mercy of his Lord but such as go astray?” (15:56) A 

hallmark of believers is that they never give in to despair even under the most trying 

circumstances. Instead, they rely on the infinite mercy of Allah to replace their hardship with 

ease. 



 

Allah has honored Prophet Muhammad (saw) by revealing His Book to him. The Surah 

instructs the Prophet how to respond to that honor: “And We have bestowed upon you the 

Seven Oft-repeated verses and the sublime Quran. So do not turn your eyes longingly 

toward the worldly benefits we have granted to some who deny the truth, neither grieve over 

those who refuse to listen to you, but spread your wings of tenderness over the believers 

and say, ‘I am he that gives plain warnings.’” (15:87-89) 

 

(Scholars agree that the seven oft-repeated verses refer to Surah Fatiha, the Opening 

Chapter that contains the essence of the Quran) 

 

(Surah Nahl is a Makki Surah) 

Surah Nahl (Bee) (Verses 16:1-89) 

To the discerning eye, the signs of the Creator are everywhere: “It is He who sends down 

rain from the sky. From it you drink, and out of it grows the vegetation on which you feed 

your cattle. With it He produces for you corn, olives, date-palms, grapes and every kind of 

fruit. Surely in this is a sign for those who think!” (16:10-11) 

 

(Ihab Habib Hassan (1925-2015), an Arab-American literary theorist and writer, eloquently 

expressed the interconnectedness of the elements of nature this way: “Unknowingly, we 

plow the dust of stars, blown about us by the wind, and drink the universe in a glass of 

rain.”) 

 

Can we ever count the favors Allah blesses us with? No. “… Never will you be able to count 

them, for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most-Merciful.” (16:18) 

 

How forgiving and merciful Allah is that He always gives us chance after chance to be on 

the right path, rewarding us repeatedly with one favor after another! 

 

“And Allah sends down rain from the skies and gives therewith life to the earth after its 

death. Surely in this is a Sign for those who listen. And surely in cattle too will you find an 

instructive sign. From what is within their bodies, between excretions and blood, We 

produce, for your drink, milk, pure and agreeable to those who drink it.” (16:65-66) 

 

The magnificence of Allah’s creativity is suggested in the wonder of the bee: “And your Lord 

taught the bee to build its hives in hills, on trees, and in human habitations. Then eat of all 

manner of fruit and follow humbly the paths ordained for you by your Sustainer. There 



 

issues from within these bees a fluid of many hues wherein there is healing for humans. In 

all this, behold, there is a message for those who think!” (16:68-69) 

 

We must always thank Allah for the bounties He has blessed us with. Allah tells us in four 

verses of the Quran, with some subtle changes, to be grateful for the combination of 

hearing, sight, heart and intellect. 

 

“And Allah has brought you out from the wombs of your mothers not knowing a thing, and 

He made for you hearing and sight and intellect and affections, that you may be grateful.” 

(16:78) 

 

(The other verses are: “And it is He who produced for you hearing and sight and hearts; 

little are you grateful.” (23:78) “Then He proportioned him and breathed into him from His 

created soul and made for you hearing and sight and hearts; little are you grateful.” (32:9) 

“Say, ‘It is He who has produced you and made for you hearing and vision and hearts; little 

are you grateful.’” (67:23)) 
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Surah Nahl (Bee) (Verses 16:90-128) 
Without Divine Guidance we will all be lost. With Divine Guidance, we will find the Straight 
Path. There are things that we must do, and things that we mustn’t. Both are important for 
our physical and spiritual well-being. Justice, good deeds and compassion are expected to 
become innate to our nature while indecency, intolerance, arrogance and anger become 
antithetical to our nature.. 
 
“Allah commands justice, good deeds, compassion toward kith and kin, keeping away from 
shameful deeds and exercising restraint. He instructs you so that you may receive 
admonition.” (16:90) 
 
In His limitless mercy, Allah promises believers rewards according to the best of their 
actions. He repeats this most generous promise in successive verses: “What is with you 
must vanish: what is with Allah will endure. And We will certainly bestow, on those who 
patiently persevere, their reward according to the best of their actions. Whoever works 
righteousness, man or woman, and has faith, surely to him We will give a new life, a life that 
is good and pure and We will bestow on such their reward according to the best of their 
actions.” (16:96-97) 
 
Reciting the verses of the Quran is a noble act that requires a certain mindset: “When you 
read the Quran, seek Allah’s protection from Shaitan the rejected one. No authority has he 
over those who believe and put their trust in their Lord. His authority is only over those who 
take him as patron and who join partners with Allah.” (16:98-100) 
 
Allah’s command is clear: Before reciting any verse of the Quran, we should say “Auzu 
Billahi Minash Shaitanir Rajeem.” 
 
Yet, as weak and flawed human beings, we may sometime succumb to Shaitan’s 
temptations in ignorance. “Those who do wrong in ignorance but who thereafter repent and 
make amends, Your Lord, after all this, forgives often and is most merciful.” (16:119) 
 
Prophet Ibrahim’s (AS) example is held up as a model: “Ibrahim was indeed a model, 
devoutly obedient to Allah and true in faith, and he joined not gods with Allah. He showed 
his gratitude for the favors of Allah, who chose him and guided him to a Straight Way. And 
We gave him good in this world, and in the Hereafter, he will be in the ranks of the 
righteous. So We have taught you the inspired message, ‘Follow the ways of Ibrahim, the 
True in Faith, and he joined not gods with Allah.’” (16:120-123) 
 
Religious preaching or dawa cannot be strident: “Invite all to the way of your Lord with 
wisdom and beautiful preaching, and argue with them in ways that are best and most 
gracious …” (16:125) And who is favored by Allah? “… Allah is with those who restrain 
themselves, and those who do good.” (16:128) 
 
Aggressive or manipulative preaching is worse than doing nothing. Islam promotes the 



middle way, which is also the beautiful and the eloquent way. 
 
(Surah Isra is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Isra (The Night Journey) (Verses 17:1-111) 
The Surah opens with the Prophet’s (saw) mystic experience of the “Night Journey” (al-Isra) 
to Jerusalem and the subsequent “Ascension” (Mi’raj) to heaven. “Glory to Allah Who did 
take His servant for a journey by night from the sacred mosque to the farthest mosque, 
whose precincts We did bless, in order that We might show him some of Our Signs: for He 
is the One Who hears and sees all things.” (17:1) (Mi’raj is also mentioned in Surah Najm 
(53:1-18) 
 
Sometimes we desire what is bad for us and shun what is good for us, all due to lack of 
patience. “Man prays for evil as fervently as he prays for good, for man is given to haste.” 
(17:11) The wise among us have patience and do not place their desires above Allah’s 
wisdom, receiving with contentment Allah’s favors and praying to be rightly guided in their 
hopes and needs. 
 
Next in importance to worship of Allah is kindness toward parents, an aspect of Islam that 
unfortunately many Muslims neglect or ignore. “Your Lord has decreed that you worship 
none but Him, and that you be kind to parents. Whether one or both of them attain old age 
in your life, say not to them a word of contempt, nor repel them, but address them in terms 
of honor. And, out of kindness, lower to them the wing of humility, and say: ‘My Lord! 
Bestow on them your Mercy even as they cherished me in childhood.’” (17:23-24) 
 
Kindness toward people and fair dealings in commerce can help believers attain a high 
status in the Hereafter. “And render to the kindred their due rights, as also to those in want 
and to the wayfarer. But squander not your wealth in the manner of a spendthrift. Surely 
spendthrifts are brothers of the Satan, and the Satan is to his Lord most ungrateful.” (17:26-
27) We must seek a middle way between extravagance and miserliness: “Make not your 
hand tied to your neck, nor stretch it forth to its utmost reach, so that you become 
blameworthy and destitute.” (17:29) Fairness in transactions is critical: “Give full measure 
when you measure, and weigh with a balance that is straight. That is the most fitting and the 
most advantageous in the final determination.” (17:35) 
 
One of the most common and flagrant sins we commit is the sin of the tongue. Allah 
instructs us thus: “Say to My servants that they should only say those things that are best 
…” (17:53) (Imagine how much stress, anguish and hate we could avoid if we only said 
about others what was good, or if we could not say anything good, remain silent, as the 
prophet (saw) instructed.) 
 
Again and again, we are reminded of the importance of prayers: “Establish regular prayers 
at the sun's decline until the darkness of the night, and the prayer and recitation at dawn, for 
the prayer and recitation at dawn carry their special testimony. And rise from your sleep and 
pray during part of the night as well, as a free offering from you …” (17:78-79) (Scholars 
agree that verse 78 implicitly contains command for the five daily prayers.) 
 
The meaning of Spirit (the Arabic word ‘ruh’ occurs 17 times in the Quran) is explained in 
this verse: “They ask you concerning the Spirit: Say, ‘The Spirit is of the Command of my 
Lord. Of knowledge it is only a little that is communicated to you.’” (17:85) 
 
(The Quran gives angel Jibreel the title of the “Holy Spirit” – Ruh al-Qudus. (16:102). 
However, in many of these 17 verses, ‘Spirit’ also implies a quality of Allah that He imbues 
humans with to sustain and nourish them. In contrast, note that the Arabic word ‘nafs’ (soul, 
self), which occurs 90 times in the Quran, (see, for instance, 91:7-10) can be interpreted as 
the ego that can succumb to the whispering of Shaitan to lead believers astray. According 
to some scholars, “soul” can also mean the self after death that will be held accountable for 



the performance of life on earth. It will be transferred back to the resurrected body to 
communicate with the Creator during the final reckoning. (See 81:7)) 
 
A remarkable aspect of Surah Isra is the use of the word “Quran.” (The word “Quran” 
appears a total of 69 times in the Quran itself.) “Quran” is cited 11 times in this Surah, more 
than in any other Surah. Here are the 11 verses:  

• Surely this Quran guides to that which is most right, and gives glad tidings to 
believers who do good that they shall have a magnificent reward. (17:9) 

• We have made plain Our revelations in this Quran so that they (the unbelievers) may 
take warning … (17:41) 

• When you (Muhammad) recite the Quran, We place between you and those who 
deny the life of the Hereafter a hidden barrier. (17:45) 

• … and when you mention your Lord, Him alone, in the Quran, they (the unbelievers) 
turn on their backs, fleeing from the Truth. (17:46) 

• We have made the vision which We showed you (Muhammad), as well as the 
Zaqqum tree cursed in the Quran, as a trial for men ... (17:60) 

• … and the recital of the Quran in morning prayer, for the recital of Quran at dawn is 
witnessed. (17:78) ("Quran" quoted twice) 

• We send down stage by stage the Quran in which is a healing and a mercy for those 
who believe. (17:82) 

• Say, “If the whole of mankind and jinns were to gather together to produce the like of 
the Quran, they could not produce the like thereof …” (17:88) 

• We have explained to mankind in this Quran every kind of similitude … (17:89) 
• It is a Quran … that We have revealed in stages (17:106) 

(Surah Kahf is a Makki Surah) 

Surah Al-Kahf (The Cave) (Verses 18:1-74) 

This is the Surah that Muslims try to recite every Friday to renew their perspective on life 

and act on its enduring values. It consists almost entirely of a series of parables and 

allegories that contrast faith in the Creator with attachment to the worldly life. 

 

The story of the Youths (the Sleepers) who lived in a polytheist society and took shelter in a 

cave illustrates the virtue of abandoning the world for the sake of faith. They prayed, "Our 

Lord! Bestow on us Mercy from You and dispose of our affair in the right way!" (18:10) After 

many years of sleep, “We gave strengths to their hearts. Behold, they stood up and said: 

‘Our Lord is the Lord of the heavens and of the earth. Never shall we call upon any god 

other than Him. If we did, we should indeed have uttered an enormity.’” (18:14) 

 

We find in this story an allegory of faith, subjective and mystical nature of time (discontinuity 

in time inside the cave and outside), death, resurrection and spiritual awakening. 

 

In the fable of the rich and the poor man, we find the illustration of a profound truth: Allah 

tests us by what He gives us. “That which is on earth We have made but as a glittering 

show for it, in order that We may test them, as to which of them are best in conduct.” (18:7) 

 



(There are 6236 verses in the Quran, comprising 77,449 words. The median word – the 

word that divides the Quran in two equal halves, the 38,725th word, occurs in verse (18:19) - 

Wal Yatallaf, meaning ‘with care and courtesy.’) 

 

Whenever we plan to do something, from the smallest task to the most demanding, we 

should invoke the Omnipotence of Allah. “Nor say of anything ‘I shall be sure to do so and 

so tomorrow, except ‘If Allah so wills’ …’” (18:23-24) 

 

The arrogant, wealthy man thinks his gardens and wealth will last forever, that he is 

superior to the poor man because “more wealth have I than you, and more honor and power 

in my following of men.” 

 

Surrounded by palm trees, grape vines and corn fields of his garden, he tells himself, “… I 

deem not that this will ever perish, nor do I deem that the Hour of Judgment will ever come. 

Even if I am brought back to my Lord, I shall surely find there something better in 

exchange.” (18:35-36) 

 

Notice the words “my Lord.” The rich man is a believer but without conviction. But also 

notice the 4 “I”s in his boasting. It’s all “I”, “Me”, “Mine.” In his pride and arrogance, he 

considers himself self-sufficient. This is both shirk and hubris. Though not explicitly denying 

Allah, he associates his wealth and garden with Allah. We commit shirk when we attribute 

our significance to ourselves instead of to Allah. It was the same mentality that defined the 

wealthy Qarun (28:78) and the tyrant Pharaoh during prophet Musa’s time. Wealth and 

power tend to blind us spiritually. In affluence, we think we are in control and so Allah 

gradually recedes from our minds. 

 

The wealthy man’s companion, the poor man, in contrast, holds firm to his faith: “He is 

Allah, My Lord, and none shall I associate with my Lord.” (18:38) “… If you see me less than 

you in wealth and sons,” he tells the rich man, “it may be that my Lord will give me 

something better than your garden, and that He will send on your garden thunderbolts by 

way of reckoning from heaven, making it but slippery sand. Or the water of the garden will 

run off underground so that you will never be able to find it.” (18:39-41) 

 

And that’s what happened. In the wink of an eye, the rich man’s gardens lay in ruins “and he 

remained twisting and turning his hands over what he had spent on his property, which had 

now tumbled to pieces to its very foundations, and he could only say, ‘Woe is me! Would I 

that I had never ascribed partners to my Lord and Cherisher!’” (18:42) 



 

 

The important question for each one of us to ask is, ‘Does that rich man reside in me?’ and 

to remember that “wealth and sons are allurements of the life of this world. But the things 

that endure, good deeds, are best in the sight of your Lord as rewards, and best as the 

foundation for hopes.” (18:46) 

 

In the story of Prophet Musa (AS) and the unnamed sage (identified in a hadith as al-Khidr), 

“on whom We had bestowed Mercy from Ourselves and whom We had taught knowledge 

from Our own Presence,” (18: 65) we learn that appearance and reality are different and 

only mystical insights, given to a select few as Allah alone chooses to, can reveal the reality 

beneath appearance. It also shows how critical the quality of patience is for our intellectual 

and spiritual development, something that holds true even for prophets. 
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Surah Al-Kahf (The Cave) (Verses 18:75-110) 
In the allegory of Zul-Qarnain, we learn that worldly life, power and affluence need not 
conflict with spirituality as long as we remain conscious of Allah and gratefully acknowledge 
His blessings. “They said: ‘O Zul-Qarnain! The Gog and Magog (also referred to in 21:96) 
do great mischief on earth. Shall we render you tribute in order that you might erect a 
barrier between us and them?’ He said: ‘The power in which my Lord has established me is 
better than tribute. Help me, therefore, with strength and labor. I will erect a strong barrier 
between you and them.’” (18:94-95) 
 
Unlike the rich man and his gardens, Zul-Qarnain is aware that man’s work is ephemeral, 
that time will reduce everything to dust, no matter how lofty, strong or elaborate the work. 
When the barrier is built and the Gog and the Magog are unable to scale it or dig through it, 
Zul-Qarnain said: “This is a mercy from my Lord. But when the promise of my Lord comes 
to pass, He will make it into dust, and the promise of my Lord is true.” (18:98) 
 
Perhaps the most intriguing of Zul-Qarnain’s encounters was with the people “for whom We 
had provided no covering protection against the sun.” (18:90) Did he try to bring “modernity” 
to them, teach them how to attain a “higher standard of living?” No, “… He left them as they 
were” (18:91) so as not to disrupt their peace and harmony. Zul-Qarnain used technology to 
save people against the Gog and the Magog but left these primitive, innocent people 
unclothed as they were, balancing progress with tradition and deriving strength from the 
past without anchored to it. 
 
The virtues and rewards of good deeds are made clear: “Indeed, those who have believed 
and done righteous deeds, their abode will be the Gardens of Paradise, wherein they abide 
eternally. They will not desire any change from it …” (18:107-108) 
 
In this life, we are in a constant state of seeking but all such seeking, striving and longing 
will come to an end for those blessed with Jannatul Firdous. 
 
We aspire to meeting our Creator in a state of grace. The concluding verse of Surah Kahf 
indicates not only the human qualities of the Prophet (saw) but also how to meet the 
Creator: “Say: ‘I am but a man like yourselves. The inspiration has come to me, that Your 
God is One God. Whoever expects to meet his Lord, let him do righteous deeds, and in the 
worship of his Lord, admit no one as partner.’” (18:110) 
 
(Surah Maryam is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Maryam (Mary) (Verses 19:1-98) 
(Context: Three prophets of ‘Bani Israel’ – Zakariya, his son Yahya, and Issa (AS) – whose 
lifetimes overlapped - are mentioned in this Surah, as they are also mentioned in Surah al-
Imran revealed in Madinah (3:35-41). Issa (AS) is the last prophet of ‘Bani Israel’. ‘Bani 
Israel’ means ‘Children of Israel.’ The Hebrew word ‘Israel’ translates to ‘Abdullah’ in Arabic, 
which means ‘Servant of Allah.’ It was the title given to Prophet Yaqub, son of prophet 
Ishaq, one of the two sons of prophet Ibrahim, the other being prophet Ismail.) 



 
The birth of Issa, son of Maryam, is preceded by the birth of Yahya, son of Zakaria. Both 
are extraordinary events. Allah is the originator of the laws of cause and effect and 
therefore, is not bound by these laws. He says “Be” and it “Is.” An example: Zakariya asks 
his Lord in anguish how he can possibly have a son in old age, Allah responds: “… That is 
easy for me. I did indeed create you before, when you have been nothing!” (19:9) 
 
When childbirth drives Maryam to the trunk of a palm tree and she cries out in pain, “a voice 
cried to her from beneath the palm-tree: ‘Grieve not! For your Lord has provided a rivulet 
beneath you.’” (19:24) 
What follows next is profoundly instructive: "And shake towards yourself the trunk of the 
palm-tree. It will let fall fresh ripe dates upon you.” (19:25) 
 
Even a woman in labor is asked to make an effort to get what she needs. If we desire 
Allah’s Grace and wish to achieve our goals, we have to make some effort, no matter how 
small or insignificant it may appear to be. 
 
In defending the innocence and the integrity of his mother, Prophet Issa (AS) emphasizes 
his human nature and his gratitude toward One true God: “He said: ‘I am indeed a servant 
of Allah. He has given me revelation and made me a prophet. He has blessed me wherever 
I go and has commanded me to observe prayer and to give charity for as long as I live. He 
has made me kind to my mother, not overbearing or haughty. So, peace is on me the day I 
was born, the day that I die, and the day that I shall be raised up to life again!’” (19:30-33) 
 
The story of Prophet Ibrahim (AS) and his many encounters with idol-worshipers show the 
long struggle between Islam and polytheism. Ibrahim (AS) pleads with his father on four 
separate occasions to abandon paganism but the father threatens to stone him. He cuts 
himself off from his father and his people to seek solace with his Lord. In return, Allah 
rewards him: “… We bestowed on him Ishaq and Yaqub, and each one of them We made a 
prophet.” (19:49) 
 
Other prophets are mentioned - Musa, Harun, Ismail, Idris - who enjoined prayer and charity 
and the Truth to their people: “Those were some of the prophets on whom Allah bestowed 
His Grace, of the children of Adam, and of those who We carried in the Ark with Noah, and 
of the children of Ibrahim and Israel whom We guided and chose. Whenever the signs of 
Allah, the most Gracious, were rehearsed to them, they would fall down in prostration and 
be in tears.” (19:58) 
 
One striking aspect of Surah Maryam is that, of its 98 verses, 72 of them end with the same 
two Arabic letters that has the sound of ‘ya’, producing a mesmerizing rhythm. Another is 
the occurrence of the word ‘Rahman’ (Most Kind and Loving) a total of 16 times:  

• “She said, ‘I seek the Rahman’s protection from you, if you are really 
God-fearing.’” (19:18) 

• “So eat and drink and rejoice, and should you meet anyone, say, ‘I have today 
vowed to the Rahman that I shall not speak with anyone.’” (19:26) 

• “O my father, do not worship Shaitan, for he has rebelled against Allah, the 
Rahman.” (19:44) (Pleading of Ibrahim (AS)) 

• “O my father, I fear a scourge will fall upon you from Allah, the Rahman.” (19:45) 
• “… Whenever the revelations of the Rahman are recited to them, they fall prostrating 

and weeping.” (19:58) 
• “Gardens of eternity which the Rahman has promised His servants …” (19:61) 
• “From each group We shall drag out those most rebellious against the Rahman.” 

(19:69) 
• “Say, ‘whoever goes astray, the Rahman will bear long with them …’” (19:75) 
• “Has he been made aware of the unknown? Or has the Rahman given him a 



promise?” (19:78) 
• “The day when We shall gather the righteous in multitudes before the Rahman.” 

(19:85) 
• “None shall have the benefit of intercession except those with permission from the 

Rahman.” (19:87) 
• “They said, ‘The Rahman has begotten a son!’” (19:88) 
• “That they should ascribe a son to the Rahman …” (19:91) 
• “… when it does not become the Rahman to beget a son.” (19:92) 
• “All that is in the heavens and on the earth shall return to the Rahman in 

submission.” (19:93) 
• “The Rahman shall bestow love on those who believe and do good works.” (19:96) 

(Surah Ta-Ha is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Ta-Ha (Verses 20:1-50) 
The theme of this Surah is the guidance Allah offers humankind though His prophets. Most 
of the verses refer to Prophet Musa (AS) and emphasize the idea that the fundamental 
truths inherent in all revealed religions are the same. 
 
The Surah begins with Allah assuring His prophet (saw) that “We have not sent down the 
Quran to you to be a reason for your distress but only as an admonition from Him Who 
created the Heavens and the earth …” (20:2-3) 
 
Then the story of prophet Musa begins, a story suffused with symbolism and spirituality: 
“Has the story of Musa reached you? Behold, he saw a fire, so he said to his family, ‘you 
wait, I perceive a fire. Perhaps I can bring you some burning brand or some guidance at the 
fire.’ But when he came to the fire, he was called, ‘O Musa, Indeed I am your Lord. Take off 
your shoe. You are in the sacred Valley of Tuwa. I have chosen you. Listen, then, to the 
inspiration. Indeed, I am Allah. There is no god but I. So serve only Me. And establish 
regular prayer for My remembrance. Surely the Hour is coming. I have kept it hidden for 
every soul, to receive its reward by the measure of its endeavor. Therefore, do not let those 
who do not believe and follow their own lusts divert you from your mission, lest you perish.” 
(20:9-16) 
 
The transcendent encounter is followed by Allah (SWT) showing Musa some of His miracles 
to give him courage to take on his new mission as a prophet: “Go to Pharaoh, for he has 
indeed transgressed all bounds.” (20:24) 
 
Musa asks for more help from his Creator: “O my Lord! Expand my breast, ease my task for 
me, and remove the impediment from my speech, so they understand what I say. And give 
me minister from my family, Harun, my brother. Add to my strength through him, and make 
him share my task, that we may continuously celebrate Your praise, for You are Ever-
Seeing.” (20:25-35) 
 
Allah responds to Musa’s supplication: “Granted is your prayer, O Musa!” (20:36) Allah then 
reminds Musa of the favors He bestowed on him earlier, as when he was saved as a boy 
after being thrown into a river. Allah then informs Musa that He has prepared him for his 
prophetic mission and he and his brother are to go and confront Pharaoh. “But speak to him 
softly, in the chance that he may heed your warning or fear Me.” (20:44) When Musa still 
expresses fear, Allah tells him, “Fear not, for I am with you. I hear and see everything. So, 
go both of you to him and say, ‘Indeed we are messengers sent by your Lord. Send forth, 
therefore, the children of Israel with us and afflict them not. We have come from your Lord 
with a Sign, and peace to all who follow guidance. It has been revealed to us that 
punishment awaits those who reject and turn away.’” (20:46-48) 
 
When Musa and Harun deliver the message, “Pharaoh said, ‘Who, then, O Musa, is the 
Lord of you two?’ Musa replied: ‘Our Lord is He who gave to each his form, then guidance.’” 



 

(20:49-50) 
 
The stage is set for the battle between Truth and falsehood, between the eternal and the 
ephemeral. 
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Surah Ta-Ha (20:51-135) 
Prophet Musa’s encounter with Pharaoh and his band of magicians offers contrasting 
timeless lessons for tyrants and for those who seek guidance with humility. (See (7:109-
125) in the summary of the 7th Taraweeh.) As soon as the magicians realize that they are 
engaged in mere trickery whereas Musa (AS) has brought the Truth from his Lord, the 
scales fall from their eyes: “So the magicians fell into prostration. They said, ‘We believe in 
the Lord of Aaron and Moses.’” (20:70) 
 
Those who are humble recognize the truth when they see it. They say, just as the prophet 
(saw) was instructed by Allah to say: “… O my Lord! Increase me in knowledge.” (20:114) 
 
Not so the arrogant. “Then Pharaoh pursued them with his forces, but the waters completely 
overwhelmed them and covered them up. Pharaoh led his people astray instead of leading 
them aright.” (20:78-79) 
 
The battle between good and evil is eternal, but Allah will give victory to the righteous in due 
time who fight for truth against tyrants whose main weapons are injustice and violence: “Do 
they see how many generations We have destroyed before them? They can still walk 
amidst the ruins of their dwellings. Surely in this are signs for people endued with 
understanding.” (20:128) 
 
Importance of prayer is emphasized: “… celebrate the praises of your Lord before the rising 
of the sun and before its setting. Yes, celebrate for part of the hours of the night and at the 
sides of the day …” (20:130) 
 
We are reminded not to strain our eyes longing for things others have and not to be swayed 
by the splendor of the worldly life “through which We test them” because “… the provision of 
your Lord is better and more enduring.” (20:131) 
 
A motif that runs through this Surah is the contrast between awareness and forgetfulness. If 
we are aware of our obligations to Allah, we will be on the Straight Path. If, on the other 
hand, we forget our obligations and forsake His guidance, we will be easy prey for Shaitan’s 
temptations. 
 
(Surah Anbiya is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Anbiya (The Prophets) (Verses 21:1-112) 
The Quran reminds us often of the stories of the prophets of old who preached the same 
fundamental truth of Oneness, Uniqueness and Transcendence of Allah. They illustrate the 
continuity and intrinsic unity of all revealed religions. 
 
Those who are spiritually empty are asked to ponder the origin of the Universe and use their 
logic and reason to shed their unbelief: “Do not the Unbelievers see that the heavens and 
the earth were joined together as one unit of creation, before we clove them asunder? We 
made from water every living thing. Will they not then believe?” (21:30) 



 
Allah will test us by the inevitable encounters we will have with both good and evil in our 
lives and by the ultimate reality of death: “Every soul shall have a taste of death. And We 
test you by evil and by good by way of trial. To Us must you return.” (21:35) 
 
Allah’s justice will encompass all actions great and small: “We shall set up scales of justice 
for the day of judgment so that not a soul shall be dealt with unjustly in the least. And if 
there be no more than the weight of mustard seed, We will bring it to account, and enough 
are We to take account.” (21:47) 
 
Who are the righteous? “Those who fear their Lord in their most secret thoughts, and who 
hold the Hour of Judgment in awe.” (21:49) 
 
(Many thoughts, good and bad, pass through our minds in the course of just a day. The 
quality of thoughts contributes to the development of good character. We are all flawed 
human beings. Bad thoughts assail us all from time to time. While it is true that we will not 
be held accountable for our thoughts, the insidious thing about bad thoughts is that they 
often turn into dark desires. If we don’t fight these dark desires, they turn into ambition and 
then into action. And once we engage in these actions, they become habits and before we 
know it, the habits have enslaved us! Our lives are reflections of our thoughts, which is why 
it is necessary to think well. So, while the occasional bad thought is a part of the human 
condition, the important thing is not to let such thoughts linger but to seek Allah’s help in 
dispelling them by reciting “Auzu Billahi Minash Shaitwanir Rajeem.” (I seek refuge in Allah 
from the cursed Shaitan.) With intention and practice, bad thoughts can give way to noble, 
wholesome thoughts and eventually to thoughts of Allah’s generosity and of accountability 
on the Day of Judgment.) 
 
Reason and intelligence can expose ignorance and fallacy.  So it was with Prophet Ibrahim 
(AS). In his youth, he once destroyed some of the stone idols of the polytheists while 
leaving the biggest one intact. When asked if he was responsible, he replied, “No, it was 
done by their chief idol! Ask them, if they can speak!” (21:63) “The polytheists were 
confounded with shame: ‘You know full well these idols do not speak!’” (21:65) It was all 
Ibrahim (AS) needed to prove his point. "Do you then worship, besides Allah, things that 
can neither be of any good to you nor do you harm?” (21:66) Enraged, the idol-worshipers 
threw Ibrahim into the fire but Allah saved him: “We said, O Fire! Be cool and a means of 
safety for Ibrahim!” (21:69) 
 
The Surah narrates the story of Prophet Lut, Prophet Ibrahim’s nephew and his helper in 
fighting the disbelievers, and the stories of Prophets Noah, Daud and Sulaiman. 
 
Daud and Sulaiman differed in judgment in the case of the straying sheep: “And remember 
Daud and Sulaiman, when they gave judgment in the matter of the field into which the 
sheep of certain people had strayed by night, We did witness their judgment. To Sulaiman 
We inspired the right understanding of the matter. To each of them We gave Judgment and 
Knowledge …” (21:78-79) 
 
According to scholars, King Daud had awarded the owner of the field all the straying sheep 
as compensation for the damage to his field. His son, Sulaiman, a mere boy of eleven, 
argued, however, that the owner of the field should not take the sheep unconditionally but 
keep them long enough to recoup his loss, and then return the sheep to the shepherd. Daud 
had the wisdom to see the merit in his son’s argument and Sulaiman had the wisdom to 
offer a better judgment, both blessings from Allah. 
 
The moral of the story is that legitimate differences of opinion are healthy and often 
necessary, and regardless of who is right or wrong, both sides deserve credit for their 
efforts so long as they are sincere in their desire for justice and are grateful to Allah for His 



blessings. Our tendency to treat differences of opinion as a threat and a cause for division 
in our communities goes against the spirit of the Quran. 
 
Prophet Ayub, who had lost all his wealth and power but who relied only on Allah for help 
throughout his ordeal, was rewarded: “And remember Ayub who cried to his Lord, ‘I am 
sorely afflicted, but You are the Most Merciful of all.’ So We listened to him. We removed his 
affliction. And We restored his people to him, and doubled their number, a blessing from Us 
and a reminder for all who serve Us.” (21:83-84) 
 
Other prophets - Isma'il, Idris, Zul-kifl, Yunus, Zakaria and Yahya - also suffered ordeals of 
various kinds but never wavered in their faith. Trials and tribulations are designed to test our 
faith and fortitude. Those who patiently persevere and rely on Allah alone are the blessed 
and successful ones. 
 
Stories of the prophets find their culmination in the life story of Prophet Muhammad (saw), 
about whom Allah says, “We sent you not but as a mercy to the worlds.” (21:107) Notice the 
negation followed by affirmation, “not” followed by “but,” to emphasize that the prophet 
(saw) was a mercy for all, bar none. 
 
(Surah Hajj is a Madani Surah) 
Surah Al-Hajj (The Pilgrimage) (Verses 22:1-78) 
The Day of Judgment is inevitable. Anyone questioning resurrection is given this rational 
argument to reflect upon: “O humankind! If you have doubt about resurrection, consider that 
We created you out of dust, then out of sperm, then out of a clot, then from a lump of flesh, 
developed and not fully developed, so that We may manifest to you Our power …”, (22:5), 
followed by, “That is because Allah is the ultimate truth. It is He who resurrects the dead. It 
is He who has power over all things. The hour of resurrection is sure to come. And God will 
raise the dead in their graves to life again.” (22:6-7) 
 
The message is clear: Life is not determined by blind chance. It is suffused with meaning 
and purpose. Death is not the end but a prelude to the eternal life in the Hereafter. 
 
There are people who link their belief in the Creator to what befalls them here on earth. If 
they experience prosperity, they believe in Allah but if they face adversity, they rebel. “There 
are among men some who serve Allah half-heartedly. If good befalls them, they are content 
but if a trial comes to them, they turn on their faces. They lose both this world and the 
Hereafter. That is a loss for all to see!” (22:11) 
 
Who are the successful ones? “… those whose hearts are filled with awe when Allah is 
mentioned, who show patient perseverance over their afflictions, keep up regular prayer, 
and spend in charity out of what We have given them.” (22:35) 
 
The Surah describes the main rites of Hajj, the pilgrimage to Makkah, and the celebration of 
Tawhid it represents, as taught by Prophet Ibrahim (AS). An important ritual during Hajj is 
the slaughter of animals on the tenth day of Dhul-Hijjah. But to gain the proper perspective 
on this ritual, the Quran says, “It is neither their meat nor their blood that reaches Allah. It is 
your piety that reaches Him ....” (22:37) 
 
The haughty, the powerful and the sybarites who rise through a combination of cunning, 
cruelty, greed, injustice and violence should learn from the fate of tyrants, demagogues and 
the opulent before them: “How many populations have We destroyed who were given to 
wrong-doing? They tumbled down their roofs. And how many wells are lying idle and 
neglected, and castles lofty and well-built? Do they not travel through the land so that their 
hearts may thus learn wisdom, and their ears may thus learn to hear? Truly it is not the 
eyes that are blind but the hearts which are in their breasts.” (22:45-46) 
 



Successful are “those who believe and work righteousness. For them is forgiveness and 
sustenance most generous.” (22:50) 
 
We must avoid arguing over details of rites and ceremonies: “To every people We have 
appointed rites which they must follow. Let them not dispute with you on the matter …” 
(22:67) 
 
Sometimes we are so enamored of our technology, science and the power of the human 
mind that we think there is no limit to what people can do: “… Those on whom, beside Allah, 
you call, cannot create even a fly, if they all met together for the purpose! And if the fly 
should snatch away anything from them, they would have no power to release it from the 
fly. Feeble are those who petition and those whom they petition.” (22:73) 
 
Our purpose in life is summarized in the Surah’s concluding verses: “Believers, bow down 
and prostrate yourselves, worship your Lord and do good deeds so that you achieve 
success. Fight for the cause of Allah with all the striving due to Him. He has chosen you and 
has imposed no difficulties on you in religion. It is the religion of your father Ibrahim. It is He 
Who has named you Muslims, both before and in this Revelation, that the Messenger may 
be a witness for you, and you be witnesses for mankind. So establish regular Prayer, give 
regular charity and hold fast to Allah. He is your Protector, the best to protect and the best 
to help.” (22:77-78) 
 
(Surah Muminun is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Muminun (The Believers) (Verses 23:1-118) 
What constitutes success? The Quran clarifies: “Successful indeed are the believers who 
humble themselves in their prayers, who avoid vain talk, who are active in deeds of charity, 
who are mindful of their chastity … who faithfully observe their trusts and pledges, who 
guard their prayers from all worldly intents … They will inherit the paradise and therein shall 
they abide.” (23:1-11) 
 
(Notice the emphasis on the quality of prayers: They must be protected from all worldly 
intents. How often do our minds wander when we are praying on our own or behind an 
Imam? Yet this is what we must strive for, to achieve khushu (humility) in our prayers. Isn’t 
Ramadan the perfect time for improving the quality of our prayers?) 
 
Halfway through the Surah, the same ideas are reiterated with some variations: “Surely 
those who live in awe of their Lord, who believe in the Signs of their Lord, who join not in 
worship partners with their Lord, and who give charity with their hearts in awe of their Lord, 
knowing that they will return to their Lord. They hasten in every good work and they will be 
the winners.” (23:57-61) 
 
The two passages are complementary and give a fuller description of the character of 
believers. 
 
When life’s challenges threaten to overwhelm us and we incline to despair, we are again 
reminded that “On no soul do We place a burden greater than it can bear.” (23:62) 
 
Believers are also exhorted to “repel evil with that which is best.” (23:96) As flawed human 
beings, for example, we may succumb to gratification through revenge when wronged, but 
Allah’s command is clear: Repel the bad with the good. 
 
Two scenes involving wrongdoers are presented in the Surah: one at the moment of death, 
and the other, on Judgment Day. 
 
On the former: “When the moment of death arrives for a wrongdoer, he will say, ‘Lord, let 
me go back, that I may do good back there!’ By no means! These are just words he utters. 



 

Before them is a Partition till the Day they are raised up.”  (23:99-100) (Scholars suggest 
that the partition refers to Barzakh, a place or state in which people will be after death and 
before Judgment. Sinners pleading with Allah to go back to undo their wrongdoings (which 
is denied) is repeated ten times in the Quran.) Once resurrection begins, “… those whose 
balance of good deeds is heavy, they will be successful. But those whose balance is light, 
they will be those who have lost their souls …” (23:102-103) 
 
On the latter: “Were not My revelations recited to you, and did you not deny them? They 
would say: ‘Our Lord, we were betrayed by our misfortune; we had gone astray. Lord, 
deliver us from hell. If we return to our bad ways, we shall indeed be transgressors.’” 
(23:105-107) 
 
Believers never wary of asking for Allah’s forgiveness: “So say: ‘O my Lord! Grant us Your 
forgiveness and mercy, for You are the best of those Who show mercy!’” (23:118) 
 
(This is the right mindset of a believer: I know I am deficient because, in the core of my 
heart, I know what I want to do (I am not there yet) to please Allah, so my striving 
continues.) 
 
(Surah Nur is a Madani Surah) 
Surah An-Nur (The Light): (Verses 24:1-20) 
The solemn opening verse underscores the seriousness of injunctions regarding 
relationship between the sexes (stated in the verses that follow the opening verse): “This is 
a Surah which We have bestowed from on high, and which We have laid down in plain 
terms, and in it We have bestowed messages that are clear, so that you may take heed.” 
(24:1) 
 
The aim of these social and personal rules and injunctions are to maintain the integrity and 
decency of Muslim social life and to protect society against corruption and debasement. 
 
Backbiting and spreading rumors and scandalous tales destroy the foundation of a healthy 
society and the punishment, consequently, will be severe: “Those who love to see scandals 
circulate among believers will have a grievous chastisement in this life and in the Hereafter. 
Allah knows, and you know not.” (24:19) 
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Surah An-Noor (The Light) (Verses 24:21-64) 
To forget slights and injustices and take the moral high ground of forgiveness is the 
hallmark of a believer. To be deserving of Allah’s mercy, we must be merciful toward others. 
“Let not those among you who are endued with grace and amplitude of means resolve by 
oath against helping their kinsmen, those in want, and those who have left their homes in 
Allah’s cause. Let them forgive and overlook. Do you not wish that Allah should forgive you? 
For Allah is oft-forgiving, most merciful.” (24:22) 
 
Islam considers marriage a religious obligation and requires Muslims to seek lawful 
relationships and avoid the breakdown of the family through immoral behavior. Particularly 
condemned is slander against chaste women: “Those who defame honorable and innocent 
believing women shall be cursed in this life and in the Hereafter. For them is a grievous 
penalty.” (24:23) 
 
Just as preserving decency and preventing promiscuity are necessary for the cohesion of a 
society, so are maintaining modesty and proper sexual relationship between men and 
women. “Say to the believing men that they should lower their gaze and guard their 
modesty. That will make for greater purity for them … and say to the believing women that 
they should lower their gaze and guard their modesty …” (24:30-31) 
 
The title of the Surah comes from verse 35: “Allah is the Light of the heavens and the earth. 
The Parable of His light is as if there were a niche and within it a lamp. The lamp is 
enclosed in a glass of star-like brilliance. The lamp is fueled by the oil of a blessed olive 
tree, neither of the east nor of the west, which radiates without being lit by fire! Light upon 
Light! Allah guides whom He will to His light …” 
 
Some scholars interpret this light as the revelation which Allah sends to His prophets which, 
in turn, is reflected in the ‘niche’ that is the believer’s heart. It is this light that allows 
believers to distinguish right from wrong and good from evil. No matter how successful, 
wealthy or powerful some people may be, if they have no awareness of Allah, they will be in 
perpetual darkness: “… For any to whom Allah does not give light, there is no light!”  (24:40) 
 
In contrast, those “whom neither traffic nor merchandise can divert from the remembrance 
of Allah, nor from regular Prayer, nor from practicing regular charity … Allah may reward 
them according to the best of their deeds, and add even more for them out of His grace …” 
(24:37-38) 
 
The possibility of being rewarded “according to the best of their deeds” fills the heart of a 
believer with hope and optimism. 
 
Allah is the Creator of all living beings, with water His chosen medium of creation: “And 
Allah has created every animal from water. Of them there are some that creep on their 
bellies, some that walk on two legs, and some that walk on four. Allah creates what He wills, 
for surely Allah has power over all things.” (24:45) 



 
We are lost without Allah’s mercy. How to ensure that we are not lost? “So establish regular 
prayer and give regular charity and obey the messenger, that you may receive mercy.” 
(24:56) 
 
(Surah Al-Furqan is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Furqan (The Criterion) (Verses 25:1-77) 
The essence of Divine revelation is to provide mankind with the criteria to distinguish true 
from false and right from wrong and with a core set of moral values binding on the individual 
and on society: “Blessed is He who sent down the criterion to His servant to discern the true 
from the false so that to all the world it might be a warning.” (25:1) 
 
The Surah lists a set of objections raised by the Prophet’s (saw) detractors and Allah’s 
refutation of them: “And they say: ‘Tales of the ancients, which he has caused to be written 
that are dictated before him morning and evening.’ Say: The Quran was sent down by Him 
who knows the mystery of the heavens and the earth. Surely He is much forgiving, most 
merciful. And they say: How is it that this messenger eats and walks about in the markets? 
Why has not an angel been sent down to him to give admonition with him?” … (25:5-7) 
Allah says of them: “… but they have strayed, so they cannot find a way.” (25:9) 
 
Those who doubt the reality of the Hereafter are warned: “Those who entertain no hope of 
meeting Us ask, ‘Why have no angels been sent down to us? Why can we not see our 
Lord?’ Indeed, they have an arrogant conceit of themselves and gone too far in their 
transgression. On the day when they see the angels, the transgressors will not receive glad 
tidings as the angels tell them, ‘There is a barrier forbidden to you altogether.’” (25:21-22) 
 
Those without faith demand to know why the Quran was not revealed all at once. Allah 
answers them through His prophet: “… that We may strengthen your heart … and We have 
rehearsed it to you in gradual, well-arranged stages.” (25:32) 
 
The punishment that befell the people of Nuh, ‘Ad and Thamud indicates the fate awaiting 
those who scoffed at the Prophet’s (saw) message. However, even idol-worshipers are also 
invited to use their intellect to discern the truth for themselves, particularly in the wondrous 
natural phenomena in the heavens and the earth. “And it is He Who sends the winds as 
heralds of glad tidings, going before His mercy, and We send down pure water from the sky, 
that with it We may give life to a dead land, and slake the thirst of things We have created 
…” (25:48-49) Also, “It is He Who has let free the two bodies of flowing water, one palatable 
and sweet, and the other salty and bitter, yet has He made a barrier between them, a 
partition that is forbidden to be passed.” (25:53) 
 
When the Prophet (saw) preached the message of Islam to Makkans, he asked them to 
submit to the One Creator, the Ar-Rahman (the Merciful). “And when it is said to them: 
Prostrate to Ar-Rahman, they say: And what is Ar-Rahman?” (25:60) 
 
The response follows: “Blessed is He (Ar-Rahman) who has placed in the heavens 
constellations and placed therein a great lamp and a moon reflecting light. And He it is who 
has appointed the night and the day in succession, for him who desires that he should 
remember, or desire thankfulness.” (25:61-62) 
Ten essential qualities of believers, the Ibadur-Rahmans, slaves of the Merciful, are 
identified in the concluding verses of this surah: 
1) “True servants of the Ar-Rahman are those who walk humbly on earth and who say 
‘Peace!’ when the ignorant addresses them” (25:63) 
2) “Those who remember their Sustainer far into the night, prostrating and standing” (25:64) 
3) “Those who say, ‘Our Lord, keep us safe from the punishment of hell, for its punishment 
is everlasting’” (25:65) 
4) “Those who are neither extravagant nor miserly but are moderate in their spending” 



 

(25:67) 
5) “Those who invoke no deity other than Allah …” (25:68) 
6) “And those who do not call upon any deity other than Allah, nor destroy life, which Allah 
has forbidden, except for a just cause …” (25:68) 
7) “Do not engage in illicit sexual relations” (25:68) 
8) “Those who do not bear false witness and shun profanity with dignity and grace” (25:72) 
9) “Those who, when reminded of their Lord’s revelations, do not fall upon them deaf and 
blind” (25:73) 
10) “And those who pray, ‘Our Lord, grant unto us spouses and offspring who will be the 
comfort of our eyes, and give us the grace to lead the righteous.’” (25:74) 
“These are the ones who shall be rewarded with the highest place in heaven for their patient 
endurance in life. And they will be welcomed with greetings and salutations, abiding 
eternally therein, an excellent abode and resting place.” (25:75-76) 
 
(We should memorize the stirring Du’a contained in verse 25:74: “Our Lord, grant unto us 
spouses and offspring who will be the comfort of our eyes, and give us the grace to lead the 
righteous.”) 
 
(Surah Shuara is a Makki Surah) 
Surah As-Shuara (The Poets) (Verses 26:1-227) 
The Surah points out the unchanging nature of man’s weakness for self-deception, the 
reason why so many people through the ages so readily reject the truth, both the truth of 
Allah’s revelations and the truth of self-evident moral values. The result? The worship of 
power, wealth, celebrity, fame and glory that we see all around us. “Do they not look at the 
earth, how many noble things of all kinds We have produced there in? Surely, in this is a 
sign, but most of them do not believe.” (26:7-8) 
 
In the story of Prophet Musa, Pharaoh and the magicians, we are again shown the contrast 
between arrogance and power on the one hand, and humility and submission on the other. 
“Then did the sorcerers fall down and prostrate in adoration, saying: ‘We believe in the Lord 
of the Worlds, the Lord of Musa and Harun.” (26:46-48) When Pharaoh threatened them 
with violent death, “They said: ‘No matter for us, we shall but return to our Lord. Only, our 
desire is that our Lord will forgive us our faults since we are the first to believe.’” (26:50-51) 
 
We also recite the heartfelt prayer of Ibrahim (AS) that captures the longing of believers 
across the ages and for all time: “O my Lord, bestow wisdom on me, and join me with the 
righteous. Grant me honorable mention on the tongue of truth among later generations. 
Make me one of the inheritors of the Garden of Bliss. Forgive my father, for he is among 
those astray. And let me not be in disgrace on the Day when we will be raised up, the Day 
when neither wealth nor sons will avail, but only those will prosper who will bring to Allah a 
sound heart.” (26:83-89) 
 
Because we tend to forget, the Quran again narrates the stories of prophets (AS) Nuh, Hud 
and the people of ‘Ad, Salih and the people of Thamud, Lut, Shuaib and the companions of 
the Wood, each prophet revealing something new about the human condition. 
 
Angel Jibreel (Ruh-ul-Amin) is mentioned as the one who brought revelations to prophet 
Muhammad (saw): “Surely this is a Revelation from the Lord of the Worlds. With it came 
down the Truthful Spirit (Ruh-ul-Amin).” (26:192-193) 
 
The wicked who lie and stray and say what they do not practice will get their just dues. But 
for “… those who believe, work righteousness, engage much in the remembrance of Allah 
and defend themselves after they are unjustly attacked …” (26:227) they will experience the 
ultimate salvation. 
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(Surah Naml is a Makki Surah) 
Surah An-Naml (The Ants) (Verses 27:1-93) 
The Surah opens by explaining the purpose of the Quran and the contrasting fates of believers and 
disbelievers: “These are verses of the Quran, a Book that makes things clear, a guide and glad 
tidings for believers, those who establish regular prayers and give in regular charity and also have 
full assurance of the Hereafter. As to those who do not believe in the Hereafter, We have made 
their deeds pleasing to their eyes, and so they wander about in distraction. For them a grievous 
Penalty is waiting and in the Hereafter theirs will be the greatest loss.” (27:1-5) 

 
The Quran uses allegories and parables to express universal ethical and spiritual truths. 
Sometimes the truth manifests itself in binary black and white; at other times truth appears in 
subtle shades of meanings. In all cases, the Quran reveals these truths explicitly, elliptically or 
allegorically, whichever mode best fits the context. 

 
The Surah refers to four episodes involving Musa and Pharaoh, Sulaiman and the queen of Sheba, 
Thamud, and the people of Lut. 

 
When prophet Musa (RA) perceives a fire in the desert and approaches it, he hears a voice: "O 
Musa! Surely, I am Allah, the exalted in might, the wise!” (27:9) 

 
When his staff turns into a serpent, he is fearful and tries to run away but Allah assures him, “… do 
not be alarmed. Messengers have nothing to fear in My presence. As for those who do wrong and 
then replace the evil with good deeds, I am forgiving and merciful …” (27:10-11) 

 
It is a message of hope not just for prophets but for all believers. 

 
The Surah affirms that Pharaoh and his people had persistently rejected Allah, despite all the 
evidences proving that Musa was right and that their hostility toward him was unjustified. “They 
wrongly and arrogantly denied Our signs although in their hearts they knew them to be true. Look 
what fate meets those who engage in corruption!” (27:14) 

 
Allah had endowed Sulaiman with the gift not only of understanding animal communication but also 
of communicating with them. “And Sulaiman was Daud's heir. He said: ‘O my people, we have 
been taught the language of birds, and on us has been bestowed good things. This is indeed grace 
from Allah.’” (27:16) 

 
In one incident, Sulaiman hears an ant warning other ants to get out of the way, “… lest Sulaiman 
and his warriors unknowingly crush you without knowing it. He smiled at her words and said: ‘O my 
Lord, inspire me so that I may be grateful for Your favors which You have bestowed on me and on 
my parents, and do good works that will please You, and admit me through Your mercy to Your 
righteous Servants.’” (27:18-19) 



 
The verse suggests the remarkably intricate and complex communication network used by ants 
and their ability to look out for the well-being of one another, a quality that can put humans to 
shame. Ants may appear to be relatively unimpressive creatures to us but in terms of relative brain 
size, they are known to have the largest brains among insects. We need to remind ourselves that 
looking down on any of Allah’s creation only reflects our ignorance and arrogance. Also remarkable 
is Sulaiman’s (RA) response of gratitude and his understanding that pleasing Allah (SWT) is the 
highest goal of our lives, also emphasized in verse 9:72. 
One day, hoopoe, a colorful bird, gives Sulaiman the news about Bilqis, the queen of Sheba and 
her people. “I found her and her people worshiping the sun instead of Allah. Satan has made their 
deeds seem pleasing in their eyes and has kept them away from the right path and they have gone 
astray.” (27:24) 

 
Sulaiman sends a message to the queen: “In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. Do 
not be arrogant and come to me in submission.” (27:30-31) 

 
(Verse 30 contains the sentence fragment “Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim.” Surah Taubah is the only 
Surah that doesn’t begin with “Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim” but the total number of this sentence in 
the Quran is 114 when verse 30 of Surah Naml is included.) 

 
The queen takes time to consider Sulaiman’s invitation and to consult with her advisers. After the 
miraculous transport of her throne to Jerusalem and witnessing the power of Sulaiman’s faith, she 
is convinced that he is a messenger of Allah. “… She said: ‘O my Lord! I have indeed wronged my 
soul, but I now submit with Sulaiman to Allah, Lord of Creation.’” (27:44) 

 
What we must not lose sight of is that the catalyst for queen Bilqis’s transformation was hoopoe, 
the bird. Allah’s grace extends to all living beings and those that we humans may mistakenly or 
arrogantly consider insignificant can be catalysts for life-altering transformations. 

 
The Thamud were a people given to arrogance and stubbornness, as were the people of Lut. Of 
the Thamud, the Quran says, “… We destroyed them and all their people. Their dwellings are 
desolate ruins as a result of their transgressions …” (27:52) while a shower of brimstone rained 
down on the people of Lut. (27:58) 

 
The difference between Allah and the false gods the pagans worship is made clear through the 
enumeration of Allah’s divine qualities: “Who is better? Allah or the false gods they associate with 
Him? One Who has created the heavens and the earth and Who sends down rain from the sky? … 
with it We cause to grow orchards full of beauty and delight. It is not in your power to cause the 
growth of the trees in them … or, Who has made the earth firm to live in, made rivers in its midst, 
set thereon mountains immovable and made a separating bar between the seas … or, Who listens 
to the distressed when he calls on Him, and Who relieves his suffering … or, Who guides you 
through the depths of darkness on land and sea, and Who sends the winds as heralds of glad 
tidings, going before His mercy … or, Who originated creation, then repeats it, and Who gives you 
sustenance from heaven and earth …?” (27:59-64) 

 
What profound verses these are that summarize the creativity and the compassion of our Creator, 
reflected in the natural wonders around us and in the innumerable blessings that sustain us 
through periods of anguish and adversity! 

 
One of the characteristics of disbelievers is their rejection of life after death. “… When we and our 
fathers are turned to dust, shall we be raised to life? We were promised this before and so were 
our fathers. It is nothing but a myth of the ancients! Say to them, ‘Look around you in the world and 
see what the end was for the wrong-doers.’” (27:67-69) 

 
Belief in the Hereafter is a requirement of faith. Prophet Muhammad’s (saw) mission was to guide 
people to their Lord by the light of the Quran: “For me, I have been commanded to serve the Lord 
of this City (Makkah), which Allah has made sacred. All things belong to Him alone. I am instructed 



to surrender to Him and to proclaim the Quran. If any accept guidance, they do it for the good of 
their own souls, and if any stray, say: ‘I am only a Warner.’” (27:91-92) 

 
(Surah Qasas is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Qasas (The Story) (Verses 28:1-88) 
About one-half of the Surah concerns the story of Musa (RA) with emphasis on his very human 
impulses, paradoxes and errors. This makes it clear that Allah’s messengers were not superhuman 
beings with semi-divine qualities but subjected to the same desires, conflicts and challenges 
afflicting ordinary mortals. 

 
We are presented with new details about Prophet Musa: his birth and his being picked up from the 
river by Pharaoh’s household, and the wife of Pharaoh saying “… This child may bring joy to me 
and to you. Do not kill him. He may be of use to us, or we may adopt him as our son.” (28:9) 

 
Allah’s plan transcends human planning and defeats the plans of despots and tyrants time and 
again throughout human history. 

 
Musa (RA) is forced to flee Egypt after realizing that Pharaoh’s people are after him. In Madyan, he 
makes a fervent supplication to Allah after helping two women water their flocks of sheep: “… O 
My Lord! Indeed, I am in dire need of any help that you may send me!” (28:24) 

 
(Believers often invoke this profound du’a, particularly during difficult times: Rabbi Inni Lima 
Anzalta Ilayya Min Khairin Faqeer.) 

 
The rest of Prophet Musa’s story is well-known. He returned to Egypt and prevailed over Pharaoh 
who, along with his followers, drowned in the Red Sea. 

 
Allah’s mercy is always available even when we make mistakes large and small, provided we do 
our part: “… anyone who repented, believed and performed good deeds will be among the 
successful.” (28:67) His bounty is evident in what we often take for granted, such as the alternation 
of night and day: “… If Allah were to make the night perpetual over you till the Day of Judgment, 
what god is there other than Allah who can give you light? Will you not then heed? … If Allah were 
to make the day perpetual over you till the Day of Judgment, what god is there other than Allah 
who can give you a night in which you can rest? Will you not then see? It is out of His mercy that 
He has made for you night and day, that you may rest therein and that you may seek of His grace, 
and that you may be grateful?” (28:71-73) 

 
Of special interest is the story of Qarun, a contemporary of prophet Musa, the billionaire of his 
time. He grew arrogant because of his enormous wealth. “… such were the treasures We had 
bestowed on him that their very keys would have been a burden to a body of strong men. His 
people said to him: Exult not, for Allah does not love those who exult. By means of what Allah has 
given you, seek success in the Hereafter but do not neglect to do your share of work in this world. 
Be good to others as God has been good to you and do not perpetrate evil in the land. God does 
not love those who do mischief.” (28:76-77) 

 
(Note the advice the humble and righteous people gave Qarun about not neglecting “your share of 
the work in this world.” When wealthy people obsess over their wealth, exploiting the weak and the 
vulnerable to amass their loot and preferring to hoard rather than share, they become misers. They 
ignore the needs of the poor, and when they spend, spend lavishly like the sybarites that they are 
on themselves. Qarun had all these vices, as do the modern-day versions of Qarun.) 

 
Haughty Qarun replied: “This wealth has been given to me by virtue of the knowledge I have …” 
(28:78) 
Those driven by worldly success envied Qarun and his riches. “… Oh! That we had the like of what 
Qarun has! For he is truly lord of a fabulous fortune.” (28:79) But those with true knowledge said, 
“The reward of Allah in the Hereafter is best for those who believe and do what is right but only 
those with patience in adversity can ever achieve this blessing.”  (28:80) 



 
(Witness in our times the worship of money and how so many are blinded by the opulent lifestyles 
of the rich and famous and want to be like them!) 

 
Qarun’s fate? “Then We caused the earth to swallow him and his dwelling. He had nothing and no 
one to help him against Allah nor could he defend himself.” (28:81) 

 
The lesson was absorbed by those jealous of Qarun’s wealth: “And those who had envied his 
position the day before began to say on the morrow” ‘Ah! It is indeed Allah Who enlarges the 
provision, or restricts it, to any of His servants as He pleases!’” (28:82) 

 
We had a foresight into Qarun’s fate (and the fate of people addicted to worldly success) in an 
earlier verse: “The material things which you are given are but the conveniences of this life and the 
glitter thereof. But that which is with Allah is better and more enduring. Will you not then be wise?” 
(28:60) 

 
That Prophet Muhammad (saw) was relating these details of Musa’s life and the history of the 
Israelites should have convinced Arabs that what he was telling them had come from a Higher 
Power. Yet the unbelievers persisted in their rejection of the Truth and were among the lost. The 
believers among them, however, opened their hearts to the Quran and, with Allah’s help, changed 
the course of history. 

 
(Surah Ankabut is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Ankabut (The Spider) (Verses 29:1-44) 
We will all be tested regardless of what we may claim: “Do men think they will be left alone, saying 
‘We believe,’ and that they will not be tested? We did test those before them, and Allah will 
certainly know those who are true from those who are false.” (29:2-3) 

 
We are again reminded of what constitutes success in Allah’s Sight: “Those who believe and work 
righteous deeds. From them we shall blot out all misdeeds that they have committed. And We shall 
reward them according to the best of their deeds. We have enjoined on man kindness to parents 
… and those who believe and work righteous deeds, We shall admit them to the company of the 
righteous.” (29:7-9) 

 
(Notice again Allah’s promise to reward us according to the best of our deeds, a promise that fills 
the heart of believers with hope and courage.) 

 
Those who deny the existence of a Creator are challenged to use their faculties: “See they not how 
Allah originates Creation, then repeats it. Truly that is easy for Allah. Say: ‘Travel through the earth 
and see how Allah did originate Creation. So will Allah produce a later Creation, for Allah has 
power over all things.’” (29:19-20) 

 
Who despairs of the mercy of Allah? “Those who reject the Signs of Allah and the meeting with 
Him in the Hereafter, it is they who despair of My mercy …” (29:23) 

 
Belief is easy. It is belief backed by action that differentiates a real believer from a hypocrite. False 
beliefs and values are blown away by the steady wind of truth: “The parable of those who take 
protectors other than Allah is that of the spider, who builds a house for itself. But truly the frailest of 
houses is the spider's house, if they but knew!” (29:41) 
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Surah Al-Ankabut (The Spider) (Verses 29:45-69) 
One of the purposes of prayers is that it “restrains from shameful and unjust deeds.” It 
follows, therefore, that “remembrance of Allah is undoubtedly the greatest thing in life.” 
(29:45) 
 
The importance of courtesy and respect in dealing with Jews and Christians is emphasized: 
“Do not argue with the People of the Book except in the best way, apart from those among 
them who transgress. Say to them, ‘We believe in that which is revealed to us and which 
was revealed to you. Our god and your God is one and the same, and to Him we all 
surrender ourselves.’” (29:46) 
 
Who will prosper after we return to our Lord? The Quran makes it clear: “Every soul shall 
have a taste of death. In the end you will be brought back to Us … those who believe and 
work deeds of righteousness, to them shall We give a Home in Heaven … an excellent 
reward for those who do good.” They are the ones “who persevere in patience, and put their 
trust in their Lord.” (29:57-59) 
 
Trust in Allah can manifest itself in many ways. One of the ways is to know that “Allah 
grants abundant sustenance, or gives it in scant measure, to whoever He wills of His 
servants, for Allah has full knowledge of everything.” (29:62) 
 
What this implies is that He knows what is good and necessary for every living being. Our 
task is to do the best we can, based on His guidance. In whatever way Allah rewards or 
tests us after we have done our best is something we humbly accept for our own good. The 
effort is from us, the reward is from Allah. 
Polytheists of Arabia demanded that the Prophet (saw) perform miracles to support his 
claims. “They ask, ‘Why has no sign been given to him by his Lord?’ Say to them, ‘Signs are 
in the hands of Allah. My mission is only to give clear warning.’ Is it not proof enough for 
them that We have revealed to you the Book to recite to them? Surely in this there is mercy 
and admonition for those who believe!” (29:50-51) 
 
The verse makes it clear that the Quran is Prophet Muhammad’s (saw) enduring miracle. It 
links the human with the Divine and its influence and impact on humankind will continue 
until the end of time. 
 
(Surah Rum is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Ar-Rum (The Romans) (Verses 30:1-60) 
The Quran foresaw that the defeat of the Romans by the Persians would be short-lived and 
that within a few years, things would completely change. The prophecy was fulfilled. “The 
Roman Empire has been defeated in a land close by but after their defeat they shall prevail 
within a few years. Allah has control over things before and after.” (30:2-4) 
 



The Surah then proceeds to its central theme: The wonder of Allah’s creation and His ability 
to “bring forth the living from the dead and bring out the dead from the living and Who gives 
life to the earth after it is dead” (30:19). “It is the promise of Allah. Never does Allah depart 
from His promise but most people do not understand. They know but the outer things in the 
life of this world but of the end of things they are heedless.” (30:6-7) 
 
Prayers are the most powerful means by which to thank Allah for His blessings. The times 
of the five daily prayers are again suggested in these verses: “So extol Allah’s glory when 
you enter upon the evening hours and when you rise in the morning, and since unto Him 
are due all praise in the heavens and the earth, glorify Him in the late afternoon and when 
the day begins to decline.” (30:17-18) 
(The prayers and their times are also suggested in verses (2:238), (11:114) and (17:78)) 
 
To help us lead a life of grace and gratitude, Allah has distributed numerous signs all over 
the universe as witnesses to His glory and power. The Surah draws our attention to seven 
of them:  

1. One of His signs is that He has created you from dust and made you into human 
beings and has dispersed you everywhere. (30:20) 

2. One of His signs is that He has created for you spouses from among yourselves so 
that you may seek peace and comfort with them. He has placed love and mercy 
between you and them. In this are signs for people who think. (30:21) (See also 
25:74) 

3. One of His signs is the creation of the heavens and the earth and the diversity of 
languages and colors. In this are signs for those who know. (30:22) 

4. One of His signs is that you sleep by night and by day seek His bounty. In this are 
signs for those who listen. (30:23) 

5. One of His signs is that He shows you lightning, inspiring both fear and hope. He 
sends down water from the sky to revive the land after it has been lifeless. In this are 
signs for those who understand. (30:24) 

6. One of His signs is that the heavens and the earth exist by His will and command, 
and whenever He summons you, you shall immediately come forth. (30:25) 

7. One of His signs is that He sends winds as bearers of good tidings, to let you have a 
taste of His mercy, and so that ships may sail by His command and you may of His 
bounty, in order that you may be grateful. (30:46) 

(Note all the human faculties and qualities evoked and strengthened by reflecting on Allah’s 
blessings and power: think, know, listen, understand, gratitude. There is no better way to 
become truly enlightened than to ponder on the creativity of the Creator and the coherence 
of His Creation.) 
 
It is hypocritical to call on Allah in crisis but assign partners to Him when the crisis is over: 
“When misfortune befalls human beings, they turn in prayers to their Lord, humble and 
repentant. But when He then gives them a taste of His mercy, some of them takes up other 
gods beside their Lord!” (30:33) 
Knowingly or unknowingly, many of us are guilty of such lapses. Instead of speculating 
about others, each one of us should ask, ‘do I fall in this category? If yes, then I need to 
work on my faith.’ 
 
A most incisive insight is contained in this verse: “Corruption has appeared on land and in 
the sea as an outcome of what men’s hand has brought about. And so He will let them taste 
the evil of some of their doings, so that that may return to the right path.” (30:41) 
 
Over 1400 years ago, the Quran warned us that destruction of the natural environment 
follows from immoral and unethical use of natural resources. Has there been a more precise 
definition of the existential climate crisis we face in the 21st-Century than this? Allah reminds 
us in (6:165): “It is He who has appointed you His khalifa (His trustee) on the earth …” 



Trusteeship requires that we care for the air we breathe, the water we drink, the land we 
inhabit, that we care for the other beings we share the planet with, the trees, the birds, the 
animals. For believers, this is not an option but a religious obligation. 
Looked at from any angle, the climate crisis is a moral and a spiritual crisis. The earth's 
resources – air, water, land, forests, minerals - are available for our use, but these gifts 
come from Allah with certain ethical constraints. We may use them to meet our needs, but 
only in a way that does not upset ecological balance and compromise the ability of future 
generations to meet their needs. We have been ripping the heart out of the earth through 
our insatiable greed, our reckless reliance on fossil fuels and all that goes with it, 
deforestation, strip mining, soil erosion, treating the oceans as garbage dump, choking off 
marine-life, turning the ocean acidic, and increasing the frequencies of cyclone, typhoons, 
hurricanes, droughts and wildfires. 
 
Verse (30:41), along with about 750 other verses of the Quran’s 6236 verses (one-eighth of 
the Book), exhort believers to reflect on nature, to study the relationship between living 
organisms and their environment, and to maintain the balance and proportion Allah has built 
into His creation. If we Muslims fulfill our obligations to the natural environment as Allah has 
directed us to, we can mitigate the climate crisis. Do we have the vision and the sense of 
obligation to rise to this challenge? Only our behavior and action can answer this question. 
 
(Surah Luqman is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Luqman (Verses 31:1-34) 
Luqman was a legendary figure from ancient Arabian tradition. He was regarded as a model 
sage who disdained worldly honors and strove for inner perfection. “We granted this wisdom 
unto Luqman: ‘Show your gratitude to Allah, for he who is grateful to Him does so to the 
profit of his own soul. But if any is ungrateful, surely Allah is free of all wants, worthy of all 
praise.’” (31:12) 
 
The essence of the Surah is contained in the advice Luqman gives his son:  

1. “O my son, join not in worship others with Allah, for false worship is indeed the 
highest wrong-doing.” (31:13) 

2. “And Allah says: ‘We have enjoined on humankind goodness toward their parents. 
Their mother bore them in pain after pain, weaning them for two years. Hence, O 
humankind, be grateful toward Me and toward your parents, and remember that with 
Me is all journey’s end.’” (31:14) 

3. “But if they want to make you join in worship with Me of things of which you have no 
knowledge, do not obey them. Even then, bear them company in this life with 
kindness, and follow the way of those who turn to Me in love. In the end, unto Me 
must you all return, and then I will tell you the truth and the meaning of all that you 
did.” (31:15) 

4. "O my son, If there be but the weight of a mustard seed and it were hidden in a rock, 
or anywhere in the heavens or on earth, Allah will bring it to light, for Allah 
understands the finest of mysteries and is well-acquainted with them.” (31:16) 

5. “O my son, establish regular prayer, enjoin what is just, and forbid what is wrong, 
and bear with patient constancy whatever may befall you, for behold, this constitutes 
firmness of purpose in the conduct of affairs.” (31:17) 

6. “And swell not your cheek for pride at men, nor walk in insolence on earth, for Allah 
does not love any arrogant boaster.” (31:18) 

7. "And be moderate in your pace, and lower your voice, for the harshest of sounds 
without doubt is the braying of donkeys.” (31:19) 

Luqman’s advice can serve Muslims parents well today, tomorrow and forever, particularly those 
who lament over what went wrong when they were raising their children. As a Book of guidance, 
the Quran contains answers to our deepest yearnings. All we need to do is read the Book and 
reflect on it to discover them. “These are the verses of the Wise Book, a guide and a mercy to the 
doers of good, those who establish regular prayer, and give zakat and have sure faith in the 



Hereafter. They are the ones who are on true guidance from their Lord, and they are the ones who 
will prosper.” (31:2-5) 

 
(Surah Sajdah is a Makki Surah) 
Surah As-Sajdah (Prostration) (Verses 32:1-30) 
Humans have godly qualities in them but are prone to ingratitude. “… He fashioned him in due 
proportion and breathed into him His spirit. And He gave you the faculties of hearing and sight and 
understanding. Little thanks do you give!” (32:9) 

 
The Quran defines the successful ones as those “who believe in Our messages and who, when 
they are recited to them, fall down in adoration, and celebrate the praises of their Lord, and who 
are never filled with pride.” (32:15) Successful are also those “who forsake their beds of sleep to 
pray to their Lord in awe and hope. They spend in charity out of the sustenance We have 
bestowed on them.” (32:16) For such believers, “no human can imagine what blissful delights, as 
yet hidden, await them in the life to come as a reward for all their good deeds.” (32:17) Again, “For 
those who believe and do righteous deeds, are gardens as inviting homes …” (32:19) 

 
The faculties of hearing and seeing mentioned in (32:9) should remind the astray of Allah’s 
generosity so that they can find the right path: “Does it not teach them a lesson, how many 
generations We destroyed before them, in whose dwellings they now go to and fro? Surely in that 
are signs. Do they not then listen? And do they not see that We drive rain to parched soil and 
produce therewith crops, providing food for their cattle and themselves? Have they not the vision?” 
(32:26-27) 

 
(Surah Ahzab is a Madani Surah) 
Surah Al-Ahzab (The Confederates) (Verses 33:1-30) 
The Surah addresses Prophet Muhammad (saw) on five occasions in his capacity as guide and 
leader of the young Muslim nation, giving him specific instructions on issues related to his personal 
conduct as well as to the overall organization of the community. The particulars of the Surah are 
understood in context, but the message is universal: Allah’s help is always near for believers 
whose trust in Allah is total. The Ahzab, or the Confederates, that included the pagan Quraish and 
various tribes in and around Makkah and Madinah, surrounded Madinah and tried to annihilate 
Madinah’s fledgling Muslim community. But Allah’s Light vanquished the forces of darkness, as it 
will until the end of time. “O you who believe! Remember the Grace of Allah on you when there 
came down on you hosts to overwhelm you. But we sent against them a hurricane and forces that 
you saw not. But Allah sees clearly all that you do.” (33:9) 

 
The presence of large number of Confederate forces exposed the hypocrisy of some in Madinah 
who were covetous, hesitant, opportunistic and more fearful of death than of Allah. In the end, 
however, the Truth prevailed as Allah promised the believers, and His help saw the faithful through 
many more victories in the years to come. “And He made you heirs to their lands, their houses and 
their goods, and of a land which you have not frequented before. And Allah has power over all 
things.” (33:27) 
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136:2-Summary of Verses 33:31 
 

Surah Al-Ahzab (The Confederates) (Verses 33:31-73) 
There are details about the special status given to the Prophet’s wives. An understanding of these 
details requires close reading of the relevant verses. However, a summary is given in a verse that 
also underscores the fundamental equality of genders. “For Muslim men and women, for believing 
men and women, for devout men and women, for men and women who are true to their word, for 
men and women who are patient and constant in adversity, for men and women who humble 
themselves, for men and women who give in charity, for men and women who fast and deny 
themselves, for men and women who guard their chastity, and for men and women who engage 
much in Allah’s praise, for them Allah has prepared forgiveness and a great reward.” (33:35) 

 
Believers achieve true success when they “… remember Allah with much remembrance and glorify 
Him morning and evening.” (33:41-42) 

 
People are by nature curious about the future and what it may hold for them, but certain 
knowledge, such as the time of the final reckoning belongs to Allah alone “People ask you 
concerning the Hour: say, the knowledge thereof is with Allah alone …” (We read of the Final Hour 
also in verse 7:187. That it will arrive is certain but only Allah knows when.) 

 
When speaking, we must not only speak the truth but also speak to the point, be concise and clear. 
(The opposite is to ramble, a sin that unfortunately afflicts many of us who need to heed the 
wisdom contained in this verse.) “O you who believe! Be conscious of Allah and make your 
utterance straight forward.” (33:70) 

 
(This verse is frequently recited during the Friday Jummah khutbah to emphasize the importance 
of speaking clearly, concisely, truthfully and to the point. Note that rules for good speaking habits 
hold true for good writing as well.) 

 
The combination of consciousness of the Creator and to-the-point manner of speaking leads to 
enormous benefits for the believer: “that He may make your conduct whole and sound, and forgive 
you your sins …” (33:70-71) Not only will Allah cure our flaws in knowledge and character, He will 
even forgive our past sins if we remain conscious of Him at all times and speak to the point and to 
what is right. 

 
(Surah Saba is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Saba (Sheba) (Verses 34:1-54) 
Allah is Omniscient. He is the Creator of the universe and all that is in it. He “knows all that goes 
into the earth and all that comes out of it. He knows all that comes down from heaven and all that 
ascends to it ...”  (34:1-2) Beyond the physical world there is another world hidden from the human 
eye but Allah “knows all that is hidden. Not an atom’s weight in heaven or earth escapes Him, nor 
is there anything smaller or greater but is recorded in a clear record.” (34:3) 

 
The parables of prophets Daud and Sulaiman (AS) show how mastery of useful knowledge and 



technology can also lead to humankind’s spiritual growth if infused with gratitude toward Allah. “On 
Daud We bestowed Our favor: ‘O you Mountains, echo back the praises of Allah, and you birds 
too! And We made the iron soft for him.’ And We said, ‘Make coats of mail armor, and do what is 
right, I am watching over all that you do.’” (34:10-11) Likewise, for Sulaiman, Daud’s son, “We 
made the Wind obedient … and We made a font of molten brass flow for him, and there were Jinns 
who worked in front of him …” (34:12) 

 
Daud and Sulaiman were kings as well as prophets but their responsibilities and the demand on 
their time never prevented them from fulfilling their spiritual obligations. 

 
The community of Sheba, on the other hand, denied Allah’s favors: “But they turned away from 
Allah. So We let loose upon them waters of the dam and replaced their gardens by two others 
bearing bitter fruit, tamarisks and a few lote trees. Thus did We punish them for their ingratitude. 
Do we punish any but the ungrateful?” (34:16-17) 

 
Allah tests us by wealth and affluence as much as He tests us by poverty and hardship. 

 
There is a scene in this Surah (as there are in several other Surahs) from the Day of Judgment in 
which those who encouraged disbelief and those who supported them exchange bitter 
accusations: “When the wrong-doers will be brought before their Lord, they will be throwing the 
blame on one another, and the powerless ones say to the arrogant ones: ‘Had it not been for you, 
we would have been believers!’ The arrogant ones will then say to the powerless ones: ‘Did we 
keep you from Allah’s guidance when it was presented to you? No! Surely you yourselves were 
wrong-doers!’” (34:31-32) 

 
We gain the proper perspective on riches, offspring and good deeds in this verse: “It is not your 
wealth nor your sons that will bring you nearer to Us in degree but only those who believe and do 
good. They are the ones for whom there are manifold rewards for their deeds while they reside 
securely in dwellings on high.” (34:37) 

 
(Surah Fatir is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Fatir (The Originator) (Verses 35:1-45) 
Most of the Surah deals with Allah’s unique power to create and resurrect His creation. He 
revealed His will through His prophets but only those endowed with spiritual knowledge truly stand 
in awe of Allah. “None can withhold the mercy that Allah bestows on people, and what He 
withholds, none can provide, apart from Him. He is the Almighty, the Wise One.” (35:2) 

 
We are again reminded that “nor can a bearer of burdens bear another’s burden. If one heavily 
laden should call another to bear his load, not the least portion of it can be carried by the other 
even though he be closely related. You can only warn such as fear their Lord unseen and establish 
regular prayer. And whoever purifies himself does so for the benefit of his own soul, and the 
destination of all is to Allah.” (35:18) 

 
To the discerning eye, the evidence of Allah’s creativity is everywhere. “Do you not see that Allah 
sends down rain from the sky? With it We then bring out produce of various colors. And in the 
mountains are tracts white and red, of various shades of color, and black intense in hue. And so 
among men and beasts and cattle are they of various colors. Those truly are in awe of Allah 
among His servants who have knowledge …” (35:27-28) 

 
The motif of color that runs through this verse reflects the diversity in Allah’s creation. 

 
What are the characteristics of those with knowledge? “Those who rehearse the Book of Allah, 
establish regular prayer and spend in charity out of what We have provided for them, secretly and 
openly, and hope for a commerce that will never fail.” (35:29) 

 
Those who receive Allah’s Book generally fall into three categories: “We bestowed this Divine Book 
unto such of Our servants as We chose. Some of them have done themselves injustice, some who 



keep half-way between right and wrong, and some who, by Allah’s leave, vie with each other in 
doing good. That is the highest grace.” (35:32) 

 
In His infinite mercy, Allah gives us plenty of time to reflect and mend our ways. “If Allah were to 
punish people for their misdeeds, not a single creature would be left alive on earth. He grants them 
respite till an appointed time. When their hour comes, they shall realize that Allah has been 
watching over all His servants.” (35:45) 

 
(Surah Yasin is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Yasin (Verses 36:1-21) 
This Surah is usually referred to as the “Heart of the Quran.” It deals with the principle of Tawhid 
and humankind’s moral responsibility and accountability to Allah. It points to the certainty of 
resurrection and the coming of Allah’s Judgment. (It is for this reason that the Prophet (saw) called 
upon his followers to recite the surah over the dying and in prayers for the dead.) 

 
The Surah confirms Prophet Muhammad’s (saw) status as Allah’s messenger: “By the Quran, full 
of Wisdom … You are indeed one of the messengers, leading to a straight path.” (36:2-3) The 
Quran “is a revelation sent down by Him, the Almighty, the Merciful, so that you may forewarn a 
heedless people, whose fathers had not been warned.” (36:5-6) 

 
A parable is presented of two messengers, strengthened by a third, who brought the Divine 
message to people in a city. The people rejected them, saying, “You are only men like ourselves … 
you do nothing but lie.” (36:15) The response of the messengers is unambiguous: “Our duty is only 
to deliver the clear message to you.” (36:17) When the messengers warn the people that they are 
“transgressing all bounds,” (36:19), a man comes running from the farthest part of town, saying, “O 
my people! Obey the messengers. Obey those who ask no reward of you and who are themselves 
guided.” (36:21) 
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Surah Yasin (Verses 36:22-83) 
An instructive tale relates the fate of a town whose people had rejected Allah’s revelation. 
There will always be people, however, who recognize the truth and do their best to uphold 
it. In this case the duty fell to a man who asserted two facts to the disbelievers:  

1. The messengers were sincere people who sought no wealth or status. 
2. They called on the true and only God, besides Whom there is no other power 

capable of causing anyone any harm or any good. 

The man said, “As for me, why should I not worship Him who has brought me into being, and to 
whom you all will be brought back?” (36:22) 

 
The Surah does not tell us if the man was killed or died a natural death but we learn that he failed 
to persuade his people to follow the messengers. However, we are told what he said after his 
death, having seen the rewards awaiting him. “Would that my people knew how my Lord has 
forgiven and honored me!” (36:27) 

 
As for the people of the town, “After him, We did not send an army from heaven to destroy them, 
nor did We need to send down any. A single blast and they became as still and silent as ashes …” 
(36:29) 

 
Several verses ask people to reflect on the signs of Allah, two of which are: “One of Our signs is 
the lifeless soil which We bring into life and let the grains grow out of it for their sustenance. We 
furnish it with gardens of palm-trees and vineyards, and cause springs to gush out of it.” (36:33-34) 
And, “Limitless in His glory is He who has created pairs in whatever the earth produces, and in 
men’s own selves, and of numerous living things they know nothing of.” (36:36) 

 
When they can, believers are required to feed those who may not have the means to feed 
themselves. It is implied in the verse where unbelievers mock believers: “And when they are told, 
‘spend out of the bounties with which Allah has provided you,’ the unbelievers say to those who 
believe, ‘Shall we feed those whom, if Allah had so willed, He would have fed them Himself? You 
are nothing but in manifest error.” (36:47) 

 
(One characteristic of the rejecters of faith is that they do not encourage the feeding of the indigent 
(107:3)) 

 
As for resurrection, when the trumpet blows, “… They will rise up from their graves and hasten 
toward their Lord. They will say, ‘woe to us! Who has roused us from our resting place? This is 
what the Merciful has promised: The messengers indeed told the truth!’” (36:51-52) 

 
Believers who are destined for paradise “shall have joy in whatever they do” (36:57) but the 
wrongdoers will get their due: “… Did I not tell you, O children of Adam, not to worship Shaitan, 



your declared foe, but to worship Me? That would have been the straight path! But he did lead 
astray a great multitude of you. Did you not, then, understand? This, then, is the hell of which you 
were warned again and again! Endure it today as an outcome of your persistent denial of the truth!” 
(36:60-64) 

 
The Surah concludes with a restatement of Allah’s majesty and power: “Surely, When He intends a 
thing, His command is, ‘Be’, and it is! So, glory to Him who has control of all things. To Him shall 
you be brought back!” (36:82-83) 

 
(Surah Saffat is a Makki Surah) 
Surah As-Saffat (The Ranks) (verses 37:1-182) 
Like Surah Yasin before it, this Surah also deals with resurrection and the certainty that all human 
beings will be accountable to Allah for their action on earth. Since humankind is in constant need of 
guidance, there are renewed references to some of the stories of the earlier prophets, including 
stories of prophets Nuh, Ibrahim, Musa, Lut, Ilyas and Yunus (AS). 

 
As in Surah Al-Araf, scenes from the Hereafter are presented as though they are happening here 
and now. (37:22-32) To move seamlessly from the temporal to the eternal is a characteristic of 
Divine discourse. 

 
The familiar story of Prophet Ibrahim and his son Ismail reappears in this Surah: “And when Ismail 
reached a working age, his father said to him, ‘My son, it has been revealed to me in a dream that I 
should sacrifice you, so tell me what you think?’” (37:102) 

 
Ismail responded: “Father, do as you are bidden. God willing, you shall find me steadfast.” (37:102) 

 
As the father takes out the blade and puts it to his son’s throat, Divine command rescues both: “We 
called out to him, saying, ‘Ibrahim, you have fulfilled what you were ordered in the dream.’ Thus do 
We reward the righteous. This was indeed a trial. We ransomed him with a tremendous sacrifice 
and left him thus to be remembered among later generations. Peace be upon Ibrahim!” (37:104-
109) 

 
(The story is familiar but its message of purity of purpose and power of faith moves and inspires 
believers with every reading, a unique characteristic of the Quran. Note that the Quran retells many 
stories of prophets and events in different surahs but always with subtle differences in context and 
meaning that we can understand and appreciate only with deep and purposeful readings. The 
Quran never repeats. It is a linguistic miracle in that it tells stories that may appear same to the 
undiscerning eye but in fact convey different timeless truths through each telling.) 

 
(Surah Sad is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Sad (Verses 38:1-88) 
Those who are “lost in false pride and hence, deeply in the wrong” (38:2) end up rejecting Divine 
guidance and will suffer failure in this life and in the Hereafter. 

 
The Quran asks: “How many generations before them did We destroy? In the end they cried for 
mercy when it was too late to be saved!” (38:3) 

 
An episode from Prophet Daud’s (AS) life shows that even prophets were not immune from human 
errors. “Have you heard the story of the two disputants who climbed the wall into his place of 
worship? He was alarmed as they entered but they said, ‘Have no fear. We have a dispute. One of 
us has wronged the other. Judge equitably between us and do not be partial … This man is my 
brother. He has nine and ninety ewes, and I have but one. Yet he says, 'Commit her to my care,' 
and is, moreover, harsh to me in speech.’ Daud said: He has undoubtedly wronged you in 
demanding your single ewe to be added to his flock of ewes. Truly many are the partners in 
business who wrong each other, except those who believe in God and do good deeds, but how few 
are they …?” (38:21-24) 

 



The disputants vanished as mysteriously as they had arrived. Daud suddenly realized that, through 
the story of the disputants, “We had put him to test, and so he sought his Lord’s forgiveness, and 
fell down prostrating and repented. We forgave him his lapse. He shall be close to Us and in the 
Hereafter, he shall be well-received.” (38:24-25) 

 
The prophet king had committed a sin that filled him with regret and sorrow. What was his sin? The 
Quran does not say but some scholars opine that he listened to only one side of the story before 
rendering his verdict, which is not the hallmark of an impartial judge. Others make the more 
persuasive argument that Daud became filled with self-pride about his own wisdom and status as a 
judge. The moment he thought of himself as being the author of these qualities, instead of Allah, 
his merit vanished. He at once realized his hubris and became sincerely repentant, thus receiving 
Allah’s forgiveness. 

 
His wealth, wisdom and influence did not save him from accountability to Allah. His only salvation 
lay in turning to Allah in repentance and asking Him for forgiveness. That was what he did and that 
was why he was promised such rich rewards. What this shows is that sincere repentance to Allah 
can save both prophets and ordinary mortals. Believers never despair of the mercy of Allah. What 
a sublime lesson this illustrates, this timeless example of humility and obedience that should 
animate all our actions, remembering that it is Allah’s Grace alone that enables us to achieve 
whatever success we achieve in life. (This profound truth is also stated in 11:88) 

 
Allah put Solomon, Daud’s son, also to test, as He did Ayub, Ibrahim, Ishaq, Yaqub, Ismail, al-
Yasa (Elisha) and Zul-Kifl (AS), all of whom are described as righteous and earnest in seeking 
Allah’s forgiveness. 

 
The story of Prophet Ayub (Job) (RA) is particularly instructive. He epitomized patience in extreme 
adversity. Not only did he lose his wealth and family, he was also afflicted with the most debilitating 
of diseases. But because of his forbearance, Allah gave him back not only what he had lost but 
much more: “Commemorate Our servant Ayub. Behold he cried to his Lord: ‘Shaitan has afflicted 
with distress and suffering.’ … We gave him back his people and doubled their number as a grace 
form Us … Truly We found him full of patience and constancy …” (38:41-44) 

 
Prophet Muhammad (saw) was chosen to receive the Quran and explain the essence of Tawhid to 
his people, the idea that there is no God but Allah, the One and the Supreme. The Surah 
concludes, “Say, ‘For this I ask no recompense from you. Nor do I pretend to be what I am not. 
This is but an admonition to humankind, and you shall before long know its truth.’” (38:86-88) 

 
(Surah Zumar is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Az-Zumar (The Throngs) (Verses 39:1-31) 
The Surah reiterates the evidence of Allah’s existence and His Oneness in all manifestations of 
nature. He alone determines man’s fate and it is to Him that humankind is ultimately responsible. 
However, those who transgress are told not to despair of the mercy of Allah. “Turn to your Lord in 
repentance and surrender yourself to Him before the penalty comes to you …” (39:54) 

 
Those who take protectors other than Allah say, “We only serve them so that they may bring us 
nearer to Allah!” (39:3) How deluded they are! 

 
It is easy, however, for us to point fingers at people who worship idols and feel smug and superior. 
But among believers are also those who rely on saints to bring them closer to the Creator. An even 
more insidious form of shirk is to pin hope on wealth and power as means of salvation. Dangerous 
delusions indeed! 

 
The wonder of human creation is suggested in the verse: “… He creates you in the wombs of your 
mothers in stages, one after another, in three veils of darkness …” (39:6) 

 
(The reference to human embryology referred to in this verse - along with references in verses 
(22:5), (23:13-14) and (32.9) - shows how the science of modern embryology affords new 



understanding of this wondrous phenomenon revealed to Prophet Muhammad (saw) over 14 
centuries ago!) 

 
The Quran asks, “… Can he who spends the nights in adoration of Allah, prostrating and standing, 
ever mindful of the life to come, and hoping for the mercy of the Sustainer, be like him who sleeps 
through the night? Say: ‘Are those who know the same as those who are ignorant?’ It is those who 
are endued with understanding that receive admonition.” (39:9) 

 
(The hours of the night (Qiyamul Lail) are sacred time for reflection and devotion to Allah. 
Particularly in the month of Ramadan, these hours take on heightened spiritual significance.) 

 
Who are the successful ones? “They are the ones who avoid evil and fall not into its worship and 
turn to Allah in repentance. Give good news to My servants, who listen to what is said to them and 
follow the best meaning in it. They are the ones whom Allah has guided and they are the ones 
endued with understanding.” (39:17-18) 
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Surah Az-Zumar (The Throngs) (Verses 39:32-75) 
Those successful in the sight of Allah are blessed in that “Allah will remove even the worst of their 
deeds and give them their reward according to the best of what they have done.” (39:35) 

 
(Allah’s infinite generosity - to reward believers according to the best of their deeds - is also stated 
in 24:38) 

 
There is hope for everyone: “Say: ‘O my servants who have transgressed against their souls! 
Despair not of the mercy of Allah …’” (39:53) 

 
(Despairing of the mercy of Allah is a sign of disbelief, as also stated in 12:87. A believer is always 
hopeful of forgiveness and redemption by the Creator through sincere repentance. A believer 
never forgets that the deeper the grief, the closer is Allah.) 

 
The Surah ends with a vivid description of the contrasting fates of unbelievers: “… Enter you the 
gates of hell, to dwell therein, and evil is the abode of the arrogant” (39:72) and that of the 
believers: “… those who feared their Lord will be led to the Garden in groups, until, behold, they 
arrive there. Its gates will be opened and its keepers will say, ‘Peace be upon you! You have you 
well. Enter you here, to dwell therein.’” (39:73) 

 
And what will they see there? “… Angels surrounding the Divine Throne on all sides, singing Glory 
and Praise to their Lord … and the words on all sides will be ‘Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the 

)nAlhamdu Lillahi Rabbil ‘Alamee( Worlds.” 
 

Notice how the verse from Surah Fatiha, the Opening Chapter, is finally made manifest for 
believers blessed with paradise! 

 
(Surah Mumin – also known as Al-Ghafir, The Forgiver - is a Makki Surah) 
Surah al-Mumin (The Believer) (Verses 40:1-85) 
The Surah points out the absurdity of the idea that man is self-sufficient. His false pride makes him 
think he is in charge of his destiny, which leads him to rely exclusively on human knowledge and 
false deities such as wealth and power. He scoffs at the idea of Divine knowledge and rejects any 
notion of ‘The Day of Reckoning.’ 

 
References to stories of earlier prophets illustrate these symptoms: 
“None but the unbelievers dispute the revelations of God. Do not be deceived by their ostentatious 
posturing in this life.” (40:4) 
“… only those receive admonition who turn to Allah.” (40:13) 

 
“Musa said: ‘I have indeed called upon my Lord and your (Pharaoh’s) Lord for protection from 
every arrogant one who does not believe in the Day of Reckoning!’” (40:27) 

 



There is “a believer, a man from among the people of Pharaoh, who had concealed his faith” 
(40:28), who speaks truth to power, that is, to Pharaoh, without fear (the al-Mumin of the title of the 
Surah). He gives a speech that is the longest speech in the Quran, comprising 17 verses, including 
Pharaoh’s arrogant retorts and non sequiturs (40:28-44). Note how sound his logic is and how 
powerful his case. When Pharaoh threatens to slay Musa (RA), he tells him, “Will you slay a man 
because he says, ‘My Lord is Allah?’ … If he (Musa) be a liar, on him is the sin of his lie. But if he 
is telling the truth, then will fall on you something of the calamity of which he warns you … who will 
help us from the punishment of Allah should it befall us?” (40:28-29) 

 
There is a back-and-forth between the man and Pharaoh. Pharaoh says to his deputy, “O Haman! 
Build me a lofty palace that I may attain the ways and means … of reaching the heavens, and that 
I may look up the God of Musa, but surely I think Musa is a liar. Thus was made alluring in 
Pharaoh’s eyes the evil of his deeds …” (40:36-37) But the man is fearless in proclaiming the truth 
to Pharaoh and to the people: “O my people! This life of the present is nothing but temporary 
enjoyment. It is the Hereafter that is the home that will last. He that works evil will not be requited 
but by the like thereof. And he that works a righteous deed, whether man or woman, and is a 
believer, such will enter the Garden of Bliss …” (40:39-40) 

 
He concludes by saying, “Soon will you remember what I say to you now. My own affair I commit to 
Allah, for Allah ever watches over His servants.” (40:44) 

 
Allah says of this believer: “Then Allah saved him from every evil that they plotted against him … 
the brunt of the chastisement encompassed on all sides the people of Pharaoh.” (40:45) 

 
(Points to ponder: Who and where are the fearless people who will speak truth to modern-day 
Pharaohs, both in the East and in the West?) 

 
We are again reminded of the criteria for success: “Patiently, then, persevere, for the promise of 
Allah is true, and ask forgiveness for your fault, and celebrate the praises of your Lord in the 
evening and in the morning. Those who dispute about the signs of Allah without any authority 
bestowed on them, in their heart there is nothing but the quest for greatness, which they shall 
never attain. Seek refuge, then, in Allah. It is He Who hears and sees all things.” (40:55-56) 

 
The irrationality of the human-centered worldview is made clear: “Greater indeed than the creation 
of man is the creation of the heavens and the earth; yet most men do not understand!” (40:57) 

 
The Quran asks the Prophet (saw) (and thus all believers) to “remain patient in adversity, for 
surely, Allah’s promise always comes true. Whether or not We show you in this world something of 
what we hold in store for those deniers of the truth, or whether We cause you to die before the 
punishment comes, know that in the end, it is unto Us that they will be brought back.” (40:77) 

 
(The verse answers the question that trouble some of us: How come nothing happens to wicked 
people on this earth? Allah assures us that there will be an ultimate reckoning because in the end, 
all will be brought back to Him. He alone decides whether the punishment will befall them in this life 
or in the Hereafter. A believer completely and unconditionally trusts Allah’s judgment.) 

 
Surah Fussilat – also known as Surah Ha-Mim Sajda - is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Fussilat (Clearly Spelled Out) (Verses 41:1-54) 
The Quran “is a revelation from the Compassionate, the Merciful. It is a Book in which the verses 
are explained in detail; a Quran in Arabic for people of understanding. It proclaims good news and 
gives warnings …” (41:2-4) 

 
Allah’s Book is incorruptible. “… It is a book of exalted power. No falsehood can approach it from 
before or behind it. It is sent down by One full of Wisdom, worthy of all Praise.” (41:42) 

 
Those who reject Allah’s universal Truth will meet the fate of their ancestors. Why were the people 
of ‘Ad destroyed? “They were arrogant in the land and would say, ‘Who is mightier than us? …’” 



(41:15) Why were the people of Thamud destroyed? “As for Thamud, We offered them guidance 
but they preferred to remain blind rather than be guided!” (41:17) 

 
Nations that follow in the footsteps of the ‘Ad and the Thamud will meet a similar fate. (Before 
pointing fingers at western countries, Muslims will do well to review the world’s fifty or so Muslim-
majority nations. These nations do not fare well by any standard of ethics, morality, governance, 
education, rule of law, and other criteria. Muslims need to clean their own houses first.) 

 
Goodness and evil cannot be equal. Believers are exhorted to “repel evil with what is better.” 
(41:34) When they do, love and friendship will replace hatred. “And no one will be granted such 
goodness except those who exercise patience and self-restraint ...” (41:35) 

 
Repelling evil with what is better is challenging for people who contemplate or resort to revenge 
when wronged. Yet this is what the Quran instructs us to do. Revenge may bring temporary 
gratification but is ultimately self-defeating. “And if at any time an incitement to discord is made to 
you by the Evil one, seek refuge in Allah. He is the One Who hears and knows all things.” (41:36) 

 
The motif of rain is used throughout the Quran to illustrate Allah’s creativity to resurrect the dead. 
“And among His Signs in this: You see the earth barren and desolate, but when We send down 
rain to it, it is stirred to life and yields increase. Truly, He Who gives life to the dead earth can 
surely give life to men who are dead. He has power over all things.” (41:39) 

 
Our fickle nature, pride and solipsism stand in the way of our spiritual growth: “Man does not tire of 
asking for good things, but if any ill touches him, he gives up all hope and is lost in despair. When 
We give him a taste of some mercy from Us, after some adversity has touched him, he is sure to 
say, ‘This is due to my merit’ … When We bestow some favors on man, he turns away and 
becomes remote, and when evil seizes him, he is full of prolonged prayer!” (41:50-52) 

 
Each one of us must ask: Do these verses describe me? If so, it is imperative that we change our 
ways and habits to be worthy of receiving Allah’s blessings. 
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Tonight is the 21st night of Ramadan 1441H. It could be the Night of Power: “Lailatul 

Qadr is better than a thousand months” (97:3). Scholars agree that Lailatul Qadr is 

likely to occur in the last 10 nights of Ramadan, with the odd nights being more likely 

(21, 23, 25, 27, 29). We are certain to find Lailatul Qadr if we spend the last 10 nights 

in intense prayer, supplication and recitation of the Quran. In the seeking is the 

blessing. When Aisha (RA) asked the Prophet (saw) what to recite if one finds Lailatul 

Qadr, he said: “Say as often as you can, ‘Allahumma Innaka ‘Afuwwun Tuhibbul ‘Af’wa 

Fa’fu ‘Anni.’” (O Allah, surely You are forgiving, You love to forgive, so forgive me.)) 

 

(Surah Shura is a Makki Surah) 

Surah Ash-Shura (Consultation) (Verses 42:1-53) 

Islam endorsed and revived earlier religions: “The same religion has He established 

for you that which He enjoined on Nuh. And what We have revealed to you was what 

we enjoined on Ibrahim, Musa, and Issa. You should remain steadfast in religion and 

make no divisions therein. The polytheists will find it harder to respond to your call. 

Allah brings closer to Him whoever He wills and He guides those who turn to Him in 

repentance.” (42:13) 

 

The Quran gives us the criteria by which to judge all questions of right and wrong. We 

must use our faculties to use these criteria frequently because Judgement may come 

at any moment, when we least expect it: “It is Allah Who has sent down the Book in 

truth, and the balance, and what will make you realize that perhaps the Hour is close 

at hand?” (42:17) 

 

In His infinite wisdom, Allah knows that fulfilling every wish can be bad for us. “If Allah 

were to enlarge the provision of His Servants, they would indeed transgress beyond all 

bounds throughout the earth. He sends it down in due measure as He pleases, as He 



is with well-acquainted with His servants and is watchful.” (42:27) 

 

As a prerequisite for promoting personal and social growth and preventing social 

decay, the Surah lists nine qualities that the community of believers must fulfill: 

“Whatever has been bestowed upon you is but enjoyment of this fleeting life. Better 

and more enduring is Allah’s reward for those who … (42:36-39): 

1) believe 

2) put trust in Allah 

3) avoid gross sins and indecencies 

4) when angry, willing to forgive 

5) respond to the call of the Lord 

6) observe prayers 

7) conduct affairs by mutual consultation 

8) spend out of what We have given them for sustenance 

9) when oppressed, resist and where possible, fight back. 

 

Notice the quality of conducting affairs by mutual consultation - amruhum shura 

baynahum in verse 42:38. It definitively states that those in positions of power and 

authority must make decisions through mutual consultation with those they govern. It 

forms the fundamental basis for Islamic governance. This idea of conducting affairs by 

mutual consultation, however, is equally important within families. A tyrant in the 

family, frequently the husband or the father, damages a society as much in the long 

run as a dictator who rules by fiat or force. 

 

Patience and forgiveness are extolled as exemplary virtues: “The recompense for an 

injury is an injury equal thereto in degree: but if a person forgives and makes 

reconciliation, his reward is due from Allah, for Allah loves not those who do wrong” 

(42:40) And again, “But indeed if any show patience and forgive, that would truly be an 

exercise of courageous will and resolution in the conduct of affairs.” (42:43) 

 

(Surah Zukhruf is a Makki Surah) 

Surah Zukhruf (Gold Ornaments) (Verses 43:1-89) 

The essence of the Surah is that attributing divinity in any form to anyone or anything 

(wealth, power, intellect and such) but Allah is not only spiritually destructive but also 

logically absurd. The Arabs of Prophet’s (saw) time readily admitted that the heavens 

and the earth were created by “The Almighty, the Omniscient,” yet they persisted in 

worshiping idols. Why? Because “… The wealthy ones among them said, ‘we found 



our forefathers following a certain religion and we guide ourselves by their footsteps!’” 

(43:23) 

 

Blindly following the past in the face of overwhelming evidence to the contrary imply 

sealed hearts and minds that only humility and a sincere quest for true knowledge can 

break open. 

 

Allah provides us sustenance according to His wisdom, but His mercy exceeds any 

worldly wealth: “It is We who portion out between them their livelihood in the life of this 

world. And we raise some of them above others in ranks, so that some may command 

work from others. But the mercy of your Lord is better than the wealth they amass.” 

(43:32) 

 

The corrosive effect of wealth and power is illustrated in the encounter between Musa 

and the Pharaoh. Musa (RA) appealed to Pharaoh to believe in One God and desist 

from oppressing the people. In his arrogant refusal, the Pharaoh declared, “O my 

people! Is the kingdom of Egypt not mine, and are these rivers not flowing at my feet? 

Can you not see this? Am I not better than this insignificant, powerless man who can 

scarcely express himself clearly? Where are his golden bracelets and why are no 

angels sent down to accompany and support him?” (43:51-53) 

 

All his gold could not save Pharaoh, whose power and hubris sank with him to the 

bottom of the sea. 

 

(Surah Dukhan is a Makki Surah) 

Surah Ad-Dukhan (Smoke) (Verses 44:1-59) 

The Surah opens with Allah testifying that the Quran is “the clear Book sent down on a 

blessed night.” (44:3) Scholars agree that the blessed night refers to the “Night of 

Power” (Lailatul Qadr) in the month of Ramadan. 

 

The Quran was sent by Allah to mankind both as warning and as mercy.  It points to 

the balance between fear of Divine Justice and hope in Divine Mercy. Some scholars 

have likened hope and fear as two wings that give birds the strength, balance and aim 

in their flights. 

 

People through the ages have scoffed at the idea of life after death. They are no 

different from the Quraish who said, “There is nothing beyond our first death, and we 



shall not be raised again. Bring back our forefathers if what you say is true!” (44:35-36) 

 

Allah will indeed resurrect all people from death at an hour of His choosing alone. The 

Surah affirms: “We did not create the heavens and the earth and all that lies between 

for idle sport. We created them in truth though most do not know. The Day of 

Judgment is a time appointed for all ....” (44:39-40) 

 

For believers blessed with paradise in the Hereafter, however, “Nor will they there 

taste death, except the first death, and He will preserve them from the chastisement of 

the blazing fire.” (44:56) 

 

(Surah Jathiya is a Makki Surah) 

Surah al-Jathiya (Kneeling Down) (Verses 45:1-37) 

The signs and wonders of the natural world speak to the power and wisdom of Allah. 

“The revelation of the Book is from Allah, the Almighty, the Wise. Surely in the 

heavens and the earth there are signs for believers. And in your own creation and in 

the beasts that are scattered far and near, there are signs for those endowed with 

inner certainty. And in the alternation of night and day, and in the sustenance that 

Allah sends down from the sky with which He revives the earth after its death, and in 

the change of winds, there are signs for those who understand.” (45:2-5) 

 

(We take the diurnal and nocturnal rhythms of the earth for granted but those with 

discerning vision can see in them Allah’s glory. The phrase “alternation of night and 

day” and its variations occur in these verses of the Quran: 2:164, 3:27, 3:190, 7:54, 

10:6, 10:67, 13:3, 16:12, 17:12, 22:61, 23:80, 24:44, 25:62, 27:86, 31:29, 35:13, 39:5, 

40:61, 41:37 and 45:5. The Quran exhorts believers to deepen their faith by keenly 

observing the heavens and the natural world. This is unlikely to happen if we are 

addicted to the small screen of our “smart” gadgets and fritter time away in frivolous 

pursuits.) 

 

Even after people reject His signs, Allah defers punishment to give people more time 

to reflect and reconsider so that they can redeem themselves. “Tell the believers to 

forgive those who do not believe in Allah’s punishment. It is for Him to reward people 

according to what they have earned. Those who do what is right do so for their own 

good, and those who perpetrate evil do so at their own peril, and to your Lord shall you 

all return.” (45:14-15) 

 



 

What will happen to the wicked and the arrogant, those who boasted of the exclusive 

sects they belonged to in this life and the power they exercised? They will have to 

humbly submit and kneel down before the truth. “… You will see every nation kneeling 

down. Every nation will be called to its record …” (45:28) 
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(Surah Ahqaf is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Ahqaf (The Dunes) (Verses 46:1-35) 
The Quran is the direct revelation from Allah, the Lord of all creations. The unbelievers 
claimed otherwise and so the Quran states: “Or do they say that he (Muhammad) has 
conceived it? Say: ‘If I had invented it, then there is nothing you can do to protect me from 
Allah. He knows best what you say. He is sufficient witness between me and you …’” (46:8) 
 
Allah further instructs the Prophet (saw) to “Say: ‘I am not the first messenger, nor do I 
know what will be done with me or with you. I only follow what is being revealed to me, and 
my only task is to give clear warnings.’” (46:9) 
 
Kindness to parents is a fundamental aspect of Islam. “We have enjoined on man kindness 
to his parents. In pain did his mother bear him, and in pain did she give him birth. The 
carrying of the child to his weaning is a period of thirty months.” (46:15) 
 
On reaching adulthood, the child makes a heartfelt prayer: “At length, when he reaches the 
age of full strength and attains forty years, he says, ‘O my Lord! Grant me that I may be 
grateful for Your favor which You have bestowed upon me, and upon both my parents, and 
that I may do good work that will please You.  Bless my offspring as I turn to You and 
surrender myself.’” (46:15) 
 
(The Quran emphasizes kindness to parents also in verses 17:23-24, 19:14, 19:32 and 
31:14. If one or both of our parents are still alive by the Grace of Allah, Ramadan ought to 
be the month when we resolve to continue our genuine care for them in whatever capacity 
we can.) 
 
Allah says of these believers: “Such are they from whom We shall accept the best of their 
deeds and pass by their ill deeds …” (46:16) 
 
Reflect for a moment on this sublime promise: If we are true in our words and deeds, Allah 
will judge us by the best of what we do while overlooking our lapses. Can anything be more 
assuring for the believer? 
 
The etiquette of listening to the Quran when it is recited is made clear through the example 
of a group of Jinns: “Behold, We turned toward you a company of Jinns quietly listening to 
the Quran. When they stood in the presence thereof, they said, ‘Listen in silence!’ When the 
reading was finished, they returned to their people, to warn them. They said, ‘O our people! 
We have heard a Book revealed after Musa, confirming what came before it. It guides to the 
Truth and the Straight Path.’” (46:29-30) (Note that this event is narrated in more detail in 
Surah Jinn (72:1-19)) 
 
The implication is clear: When the Quran is being recited, we must listen to it with respect 
and in silence. The practice of playing Quranic recitation in the background while engaged 
in worldly activities is a direct violation of this command. 
 
(Surah Muhammad is a Madani Surah) 



Surah Muhammad (Verses 47:1-38) 
The Surah emphasizes that Allah will test us in how strong we are in our faith. Mere words 
will not do. It has to be proven, particularly in times of difficulty and adversity: “And we shall 
try you until we test those among you who strive their utmost and persevere in patience, 
and We shall try your reported mettle.” (47:31) 
 
It also deals with the importance of courage among believers in the fight against those who 
obstruct people from the path of Allah. Believers are exhorted to spend for the cause: 
“Behold, you are invited to spend of your substance in the Way of Allah. But among you 
some are miserly. Any who are miserly are so at the expense of their own souls. Allah is 
free of all wants, and it is you that are needy. If you turn back from the path, He will 
substitute you with another people and they would not be like you!” (47:38) 
 
(Surah Fath is a Madani Surah) 
Surah Al-Fath (The Victory) (Verses 48:1-29) 
(Context: Toward the end of the 6th year of Hijrah, in the month of Dhul-Qadh, one of the 
four sacred months when fighting was prohibited, particularly around the holy city of 
Makkah, the prophet (saw) and about 1400-1500 of his followers from Madinah marched 
toward Makkah to perform Umrah, the Lesser Pilgrimage. They were unarmed and dressed 
in the pilgrim’s garb, the ihram. The Quraish, however, decided to prevent the pilgrims from 
performing Umrah, blatantly violating the ancient Arabian tradition. A 200-strong 
detachment set out to intercept the Prophet, while armed men took up positions around 
Makkah. The prophet and his party decamped on the plain of Hudaybiyah on the western 
edge of Makkah where they remained for the next few days. Fighting was out of question: 
The Muslims did not come to fight but they still pledged their allegiance to the prophet (saw) 
to defend themselves if attacked. The pledge took place under an acacia tree (referred to in 
the Quran as ‘the tree’ (48:18)). The Makkans decided to agree to a truce. A treaty was 
drawn up that came to be known as the Treaty of Hudaybiyah. Although the terms favored 
the Makkans and many Muslims were upset about it, the prophet (saw) agreed to the 
Treaty, particularly because one of its conditions was that he and his followers would be 
allowed to perform Umrah the following year. It was one of the prophet’s most farsighted 
decisions: He gave up a short-term ‘loss’ for what later turned out to be a long-term, lasting 
victory, proving that he was not just a tactician but also a master strategist. Within two 
years, under his leadership, Muslims marched into Makkah and took charge of the city 
almost without any resistance and threw out the idols from inside the Ka’aba. The moral 
victory achieved at Hudaybiyah was a prelude to the subsequent triumph of Islam in the 
entire Arabian Peninsula. Scholars are of the opinion that Surah al-Fath was revealed to the 
prophet (saw) during his return march from Hudaybiyah to Madinah.) 
 
The Surah details the larger lessons of the Treaty of Hudaybiyah. What seemed like a 
serious setback in the 6th year of Hijrah later turned into a manifest victory for Muslims under 
the prophet’s (saw) leadership. 
On the way back to Madinah after the Treaty, many Muslims were nursing deep 
disappointment that they could not conquer Makkah. But Allah revealed this Surah to His 
prophet, full of hope and promise: “We have given you a glorious victory, so that Allah may 
forgive you your past and future sins, and complete His blessings upon you and lead you 
unto a straight path, and so that He may grant you a decisive victory.” (48:1-3) 
 
The prophet’s genius in withdrawing from Hudaybiyah when he did marked the beginning of 
a significant victory for Muslims. In the 8th year of the Hijrah, Makkah fell to Muslims. The 
Quran says, “Allah has fulfilled His messenger’s vision. You shall enter the sacred mosque, 
if Allah wills, with minds secure, heads shaved or cropped, and without any fear. Allah knew 
what you did not know and He granted you a speedy victory.” (48:27) 
 
The closing verse of the Surah describes the qualities of a successful Muslim society: 
“Muhammad is the messenger of Allah, and those who are with him are strong against 
unbelievers but kind toward each other. You will see them bow and prostrate themselves in 



prayer, seeking Grace from Allah and His good pleasure. On their faces are their marks, the 
traces of their prostration. This is their similitude in the Taurat and in the Gospel: Like a 
seed which sends forth its blade, then makes it strong. It then becomes thick and stands on 
its own stem, filling the sowers with wonder and delight ....” (48:29) 
 
(Given the unending sectarian and ideological conflicts among themselves, Muslims are 
certainly not being kind toward one another these days. How do Muslims become deserving 
of Allah’s mercy and blessing is the critical question to ask and answer in these perilous 
times. But the larger lesson of Hudaybiyah is clear: Sometimes we must give up short-term 
gain for long-term results.) 
 
(Surah Hujurat is a Madani Surah) 
Surah Al-Hujurat (The Chambers) (Verses 49:1-18) 
This short but powerful Surah lays down the foundation of a believer’s moral and ethical 
behavior. It offers a blueprint for our conduct and character. “O you who believe! If a wicked 
person comes to you with any news, ascertain its truth, lest you harm people unwittingly 
and afterwards become full of repentance for what you have done.” (49:6) 
 
Mocking others and being condescending are glaring vices. The Quran warns: “O you who 
believe! Let no man laugh at another man. It may be that the latter is better than the former. 
And let no women laugh at another woman. It may be that the latter is better than the 
former. Nor defame nor be sarcastic to each other, nor call each other by offensive 
nicknames … those who do not desist and repent are indeed doing wrong.” (49:11) 
 
Suspicion and spying undermine believers. “O you who believe! Avoid suspicion as much 
as possible, for suspicion in some cases is a sin. And do not spy on one another, nor speak 
ill of each other behind their backs. Would any of you like to eat the flesh of his dead 
brother? No, you would abhor it.  Be conscious of Allah, for Allah is Oft-Returning, Most 
Merciful.” (49:12) 
 
The universality of the human family is emphasized: “O mankind! We created you from a 
single pair of a male and a female, and made you into nations and tribes, that you may 
know each other. Surely the noblest of you in the sight of Allah is the one who is most 
deeply conscious of Him. And Allah is all-knowing, all-aware.” (49:13) 
 
The implication of this verse, which we frequently quote but find difficult to practice, is clear: 
Differences between people and nations are a part of Allah’s design. Although sprung from 
the same source, He built diversity into His creation so that we may appreciate one another 
and coexist in peace and justice. 
 
(Surah Qaf is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Qaf (Verses 50:1-45) 
The Surah begins with Allah taking an oath by invoking one His creations: “By the Glorious 
Quran!” (50:1) 
(At the beginning of these Surahs - 50, 51, 52, 53, 68, 77, 79, 85, 86, 89, 91, 92, 93, 95, 
100 and 103 - Allah takes an oath with the letter “Wa” (meaning “By”) on one of His 
creations. There are also exceptions, as in (56:75), where the oath is taken later in the 
Surah. Allah also takes an oath in His name in (4:65), (10:53), (15:92), ((19:68), (51:23) and 
(64:7). It is important to keep in mind that only Allah can take an oath by invoking one of His 
creations. If human beings are to take an oath, then they can do so only in the name of 
Allah and not by any of His creation.) 
 
The Surah is concerned with death, resurrection and judgment in the Hereafter. “We 
created man and We know the innermost of his thoughts, and We are closer to him than his 
jugular vein. Two guardian angels, one on the right and one on the left, watch over him, and 
every word he utters is noted and recorded by a vigilant observer.” (50:16-18) 
 



Many people think of death as the conclusion of life on earth, with nothing beyond. But the 
Quran says: “On that promised day, the trumpet will sound, and every soul shall be ushered 
in, accompanied by a guide and a witness, and it shall be told, ‘you were oblivious of all this 
and now We have removed your veil and you shall have a keen vision.’” (50:20-22) 
 
A believer is exhorted to “bear with patience all that they say and celebrate the praises of 
your Lord before the rising of the sun and before its setting and during part of the night too, 
extol His glory, and at every prayer’s end.” (50:39) 
 
(Surah Dhariyah is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Ad-Dhariyah (The Scattering Winds) (Verses 51:1-30) 
The wind is fundamental to life on earth. It carries rain-laden clouds to parched land and 
thirsty people, binding all living creatures in the web of life as it travels over oceans and 
continents. Its metaphoric implications are clear: “Consider the winds that scatter dust far 
and wide and those that carry the burden of clouds and those that speed along with gentle 
ease and those that distribute the gift of life at Allah’s behest. Surely what you are promised 
shall be fulfilled and final judgment shall surely come to pass!” (51:1-6) 
 
The righteous will be given their reward in the Hereafter. “They will be in the middle of 
gardens and springs, taking joy in the things their Lord gives them, because they lived a 
good life before.” (51:15-16) 
 
And what constitute the virtuous and successful life on earth? “They were in the habit of 
sleeping little at night, and in the early hours of dawn they were found praying for 
forgiveness, and in their wealth and possessions was a portion for the needy for him who 
asked and also for him who was prevented from asking for some reason.” (51:17-19) 
 
(It is common to hear some of us complaining of sleep-deprivation during Ramadan, not 
realizing that this very deprivation may turn out to be the source of our salvation. The more 
happily we “inconvenience” ourselves physically in Ramadan, the more we enhance 
ourselves spiritually and the more we can reap the rewards of the sacred month, Insha 
Allah! Note also the characteristic of genuine charity. It is not only for those who ask, but 
even more importantly, for those prevented from asking for reasons of dignity and self-
respect. This is particularly relevant in this pandemic time when millions have lost their jobs 
and are facing elemental threats to their lives, such as hunger and homelessness. It is our 
responsibility to find them and help them without in any way undermining their sense of self-
respect.)    
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Surah Ad-Dhariyah (The Scattering Winds) (Verses 51:31-60) 
The stories of Musa (RA) and Pharaoh, the rebellious people of ‘Ad and Thamud, and Nuh 
(RA) are summarized in concise words: “Behold, We sent him (Musa) to Pharaoh … but 
Pharaoh rejected on account of his might … so We took him and his forces and threw them 
into the sea …” (51:38-40). “… Behold We sent against them (the ‘Ad) the devastating wind 
… reducing them to ruin …” (51:41-42) “… they (the Thamud) insolently defied the 
command of their Lord, so the thunderbolt seized them …” (51:44) “So were the people of 
Nuh before them, who transgressed.” (51:46) 
 
Allah’s creative power shows itself in the creation of the firmament (51:47) “and We have 
spread out the spacious earth …” (51:48) “and of everything We have created pairs that you 
may reflect.” (51:49) 
 
That is the key word: reflect. We need to free ourselves from the distractions that occupy us 
– digital and otherwise - and observe the wonders of nature around us to recognize Allah’s 
power and creativity. 
 
Allah does not require anything from us. It is He Who gives us sustenance. “No sustenance 
do I require of them, nor do I require that they should feed me. For Allah is He Who gives all 
sustenance …” (51:57-58) 
 
(Surah Tur is a Makki Surah) 
Surah At-Tur (The Mount) (Verses 52:1-49): The Surah opens with several Signs of 
Judgment Day when “… the firmament will be in dreadful commotion and the mountains will 
move.” (52:9-10) 
 
Those who rejected the Truth and preferred to “play in shallow trifles” (52:12) will be in 
hellfire as “… recompense for your own deeds.” (52:16) In contrast, the righteous “… will be 
in gardens and in happiness, enjoying the bliss that their Lord has bestowed on them.” 
(52:17-18) 
 
There is an intriguing verse that describes the company the believers will have in heaven: 
“And those who believe and whose families follow them in faith, to them We shall join their 
families. We shall not let any of their deeds go to waste. Every human being will be held in 
pledge for whatever he has earned.” (52:21) 
 
It suggests that the faithful will be joined by their near and dear ones in the Hereafter, 
provided, of course, the latter are also among the righteous. This is yet another of Allah’s 
blessings for believers: If righteous parents have righteous families, they will be together in 
heaven by Allah’s command! 
 
Those who think that life and the universe are a product of random chance are asked: 
“Were they created out of nothing or were they themselves the creators? Or did they create 
the heavens and the earth …” (52:35-36) 
 
The prophet (saw), and hence all believers, are exhorted to “celebrate the praises of your 



Lord while standing forth, and for the part of the night also praise Him, and at the setting of 
the stars!” (52:48-49) 
 
(Surah Najm is a Makki Surah) 
Surah An-Najm (The Star) (Verses 53:1-62) 
The Surah begins with an oath taken by Allah of His creation: “By the star when it goes 
down.” (53:1) 
 
The Surah continues with the mystical vision of the Prophet (saw) of the angelic force 
Jibreel, the angel of revelation. “He was taught by one mighty in power, endued with 
wisdom, for he appeared in stately form while he was in the highest part of the horizon. 
Then he approached and came closer and was at a distance of two bow-lengths or even 
nearer. So did Allah convey the inspiration to His servant, conveyed what he meant to 
convey. The Prophet’s heart in no way falsified that which he saw. Will you then dispute 
with him concerning what he saw?” (53:5-12) 
 
Scholars agree that Prophet Muhammad (saw) beheld angel Jibreel in visible form on only 
two occasions according to the Quran. Verses (53:5-12) refer to the first time, a reference 
also repeated in Surah Takwir: “And without doubt he saw him in the clear horizon.” (81:23) 
 
The second occasion is also stated in Surah Najm: “And indeed he saw him at a second 
descent, near the Lote-tree of the utmost boundary. Near it is the Garden of Abode.” (53:13-
15) 
 
(Note that verse (17:1) of Al-Isra contains reference only to Isra, the first part of the night 
journey from the Ka’ba in Makkah to Masjid-al-Aqsa in Jerusalem. The Mi’raj, or the ascent, 
is stated in Surah Najm during the “second descent.” (53:13-15)) 
 
Accountability is a characteristic of Divine justice. “To Allah belongs all that is in the 
heavens and on earth. He rewards those who do evil, according to their deeds, and He 
rewards those who do good, with what is best. Those who avoid great sins and shameful 
deeds, even though they may sometimes stumble, behold, your Lord is ample in 
forgiveness. He knows you well when he brings you out of the earth, and when you are 
hidden for your mothers’ wombs. So do not claim yourselves to be pure: He knows best 
who it is that guards against evil.” (53:31-32) 
 
Note the infinite mercy of Allah: While bad deeds receive one-for-one compensation, good 
deeds are rewarded with what is best. Also, Allah takes into account our human frailties so 
that if we occasionally stumble, as we inevitably will, we will be forgiven as long as we strive 
to avoid the big sins and the shameful deeds afterwards. Also, as Allah knows what is within 
our hearts, it is absurd to justify ourselves either by pretending that we are better than we 
are or by finding excuses for our conduct. We are all flawed human beings. It is Allah’s 
Mercy and Grace that saves and cleanses us. If we are motivated by our love for Him and 
strive to guard against evil, Allah will reward us for our striving and save us from sins. 
 
Allah clarifies for us the true nature of reality and how our fates are linked to it. (The gender 
‘he’ obviously includes both male and female) 
1) “Namely, that no bearer of burden can bear the burden of another (53:38) 
2) That man can have nothing but what he strives for (without effort, do not expect rewards. 
Unless hope is backed by action, it is hollow) (53:39) 
3) That the fruit of his striving will soon come in sight (53:40) 
4) The will he be rewarded with a reward complete (53:41) 
5) That to Your Lord is the final goal (53:42) 
6) That it is He who grants laughter and tears (53:43) 
7) That it is He who grants death and life (53:44) 
(Notice that death comes before life. Death may refer to the state before life began, the 
state in which life as we know it ceases, and the state of Barzakh (23:100), and life again, 



as resurrection into the Hereafter.) 
8) That He did create the pairs, male and female, from a sperm-drop, when lodged in its 
place (53:45-46)) 
9) That He has promised a second creation (raising of the dead) (53:47) 
10) That it is He who gives wealth and satisfaction (53:48) 
 
The Surah ends with a warning: “… will you laugh, and not weep, wasting your time in 
vanities?” (53:60-61) 
 
(Surah Qamar is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Qamr (The Moon) (Verses 54:1-55) 
The Surah describes in stark detail the end of the world: “They will come forth, their eyes 
humbled, from their graves, torpid, like locusts scattered abroad, hastening, with eyes 
transfixed, toward the Caller …” (54:7-8) 
 
Each story of the earlier prophets (Nuh, Lut) and the obstinate refusal of the people (‘Ad, 
Thamud, Pharaoh) to heed the message of Tawhid is accompanied by a remarkable refrain: 
“And We have indeed made the Quran easy to understand and remember. Then is there 
any that will receive admonition?” (54:17) 
 
Again: “But We have indeed made the Quran easy to understand and remember. Then is 
there any that will receive admonition?” (54:22) 
Again: “And We have indeed made the Quran easy to understand and remember. Then is 
there any that will receive admonition?” (54:32) 
Yet again: “And We have indeed made the Quran easy to understand and remember. Then 
is there any that will receive admonition?” (54:40) 
 
Allah, Who has “created all things in proportion and measure” (54:49), is confirming that the 
Quran is easy to understand and remember, repeating the verse in the same Surah for 
emphasis. Can there be a greater message of hope for the believer? 
 
(Surah Rahman is a Madani Surah) 
Surah Ar-Rahman (The Beneficent) (Verses 55:31-57:78) 
The haunting refrain, “Then which of the favors of your Lord will you deny?”, occurs 31 
times in this Surah of 78 verses. The Quran is Allah’s blessing to mankind. It provides 
guidance for a meaningful life. The Surah states that the entire cosmos is controlled and 
sustained by a predetermined and precise system. There are galaxies in which stars and 
planets are not drifting aimlessly but following a well-defined course defined by natural laws, 
another name for Signs of Allah. “The sun and the moon follow their precise course. Stars, 
planets and trees bow down to Allah in adoration. He raised the heaven high and set the 
balance of things, so that you may not transgress the proper balance.” (55:5-7) 
 
Man is often contentious and ungrateful. To find the right path, he can observe the natural 
order and harmony in everything around him: how the earth has been spread out for all 
living beings (55:10), with fruits and palm trees with sheathed clusters of dates (55:11), 
grain and sweet-smelling plants (55:12), the two bodies of water (sweet and salty) that meet 
but do not transgress the barrier between them: “He has let free the two seas meeting 
together. Between them is a barrier which they do not transgress.” (55:19-20) (This is cited 
also in verse 25:53) 
 
Allah’s blessings are varied and numerous. How can we, then, deny the favor Allah has 
bestowed on us, unless we persist in ingratitude, obstinacy and willful blindness? 
 
A few verses depict the punishment that will befall sinners (55:41-44), while believers with 
many good deeds in their favor will dwell in gardens filled with delectable fruits and 
agreeable companions. (55:46-59). 
 



“Is there any reward for good, other than good?” asks the Quran (55:60 – Hal Jazaul Ihsa’ni 
Illal Ihsa’n?) It is a summing up of the state of bliss and grace that believers will enjoy. On 
that theme, the Surah again offers a description of the garden in paradise reserved for 
believing woman and man: Gardens rich with green plants, colorful flowers and flowing 
rivers. These are abodes of tranquility where the deserving will enjoy everlasting peace. 
The concluding verse of the Surah proclaims the attributes of the Creator: “Blessed be the 
name of Your Lord, full of majesty, bounty and honor.” (55:78) 
 
(Surah Waqiah is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Waqiah (The Inevitable Event) (Verses 56:1-96) 
On the Day of Judgment, the world as we know it will be shaken to its foundation, and 
humankind will be divided into three groups: a) those nearest to Allah, in highest bliss b) the 
companions of the right hand, in bliss and c) the companions of the left hand, in misery. 
 
“Foremost will be those who in life were the foremost in faith and good works. They will be 
those nearest to Allah, in gardens of bliss, a number of people from those of old, and a few 
from those of later times …” (56:10-14) (This is also indicated in (35:32)) As for those who 
attain to righteousness, “they will find themselves in fruit-laden Lote trees without thorns, 
among trees with flowers or fruits piled one above another, in shade long-extended, by 
water flowing constantly and fruit in abundance.” (56:28-32) 
 
But for those who persisted in evil, “they will find themselves in the midst of scorching winds 
and burning despair” (56:42) … “for in times gone by they abandoned themselves wholly to 
the pursuit of pleasure, and would persist in sinning and say, ‘What? After we have died and 
become mere dust and bones, shall we be raised from the dead …?’” (56:45-47) 
 
The vivid images of the Hereafter reinforce the idea of death and resurrection, and of the 
rewards and punishment for those who embraced Divine guidance and those who denied it. 
 
According to tradition, the Prophet (saw) used to say that whoever recited Surah al-Waqiah 
at night would never encounter poverty. He called it the Surah of wealth.  
 
(Surah Hadid is a Madani Surah) 
Surah Al-Hadid (Iron) (Verses 57:1-29) 
The fundamentals of faith and the importance of charity are emphasized. “Believe in Allah 
and His messenger and spend in charity out of what He has put in your trust; for those of 
you who believe and give in charity will have a great reward.” (57:7) Again, “Who is it that 
will loan to Allah a beautiful loan? Allah will increase it manifold to his credit, and he will 
have besides a noble reward.” (57:11) And again, “For those who give in Charity, men and 
women, and loan to Allah a beautiful loan, it shall be increased manifold to their credit, and 
they shall also have a noble reward.” (57:18) (Note the similarity with verse 2:245. The 
Quran is a non-linear Book in which similar themes occur with subtle variations in different 
Surahs, a manifestation of its linguistic miracle.) 
  
The contrast between the fates of believers and hypocrites are starkly drawn in verses 
(57:12-15) when the Day of Judgment arrives: “The day shall you see the believing men 
and the believing women, how their Light runs before them …” while for the hypocrites will 
be separated from believers by a wall into a space where there will be no mercy, only 
punishment. Their “false desires” and the top deceiver (Shaitan) “deceived you in respect of 
Allah” to place them in an “evil refuge.” 
  
Obsessive pursuit of worldly gains can lead us astray: “Know that the life of this world is but 
a play and a passing delight and the cause of your boastful competition with one another, 
and of your greed for more and more riches and children … the life of this world is nothing 
but the enjoyment of self-delusion … so vie with one another in seeking to attain your 
Sustainer’s forgiveness and thus to a paradise as vast as the heavens and the earth …” 
(57:20-21) 



  
However, we are also told to “not despair over matters that pass you by, nor exult over 
favors bestowed upon you, for Allah does not love boasters.” (57:23) The righteous person 
devoted to doing good neither covets nor boasts, neither despairs nor exults. (Any 
exultation over gains in the material world - a promotion, a win, an award – can be 
particularly insidious in that it can tempt believers into thinking that they are the authors of 
their gifts and not Allah, which inevitably leads to dissatisfaction and deception.) 
 
The purpose of revelation is clear: “We sent Our messengers with clear signs and sent 
down with them the Book and the balance of right and wrong, so that people may stand for 
justice, and We sent down iron, in which there is material for war as well as many benefits 
for mankind …” (57:25) 
 
The reference to iron is instructive. The power inherent in natural elements, whether iron or 
uranium or silicon can, if harnessed for destructive rather than beneficial ends, destroy 
man's sensitivity toward other creatures. It is to warn man of this danger that the Quran 
symbolically stresses the potential "evil" of iron if put to wrong use. At one extreme, 
technology, with its attendant mechanization, can reduce man to a cipher; at the other 
extreme, it breeds hubris. In Islam, knowledge that gives man a false sense of sovereignty 
over Allah's creation cannot be morally defended. Rational inquiry must be shaped by moral 
and ethical considerations; knowledge is to be sought for glorifying Allah and for fulfilling 
man's responsibility toward His trust. 
  
Notice also that the reference to iron is placed after references to Allah’s messengers, the 
Quran, balance and justice. It suggests that whatever we do to benefit ourselves, the 
community and the society at large, must be done in the light of Islam. If we do not use 
Allah’s gift in the light of the Quran and in the quest for balance and justice, the benefit may 
turn into harm. The more we think we are the authors of our gifts and not attribute the gifts 
to Allah, the more we will end up demeaning ourselves. If we think of doing anything 
beneficial, we must think of how Islam instructs us to proceed. What we do must reflect the 
values that Islam teaches, even if there is no associated material gain. 
 
We are reminded of the purpose of life, the only purpose that can elevate everything we do: 
“… the seeking of the good pleasure of Allah …” (57:27) 
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(Surah Mujadilah is a Madani Surah) 
Surah Al-Mujadilah (The Pleading Woman) (Verses 58:1-22) 
The Surah deals with various aspects of family life, especially the question of divorce and its rules and 
regulations. All false claims and accusations, especially those that damages a woman’s reputation, are 
condemned. 
 
Allah is Omniscient, the All-Knowing. He knows what is in our hearts, what motivates us, why we do what 
we do. On the Day of Judgment, He will tell us everything that we have done: “… Allah will tell them what 
they did …” (58:7) 
 
(This theme, that “Allah will tell them of their deeds” occurs in several places in the Quran, such as in 
(5:105) and (6:60). In the earthly life, we may hide our real motives and pretend to virtues we do not 
possess. Others may attribute such virtues to us, and we may come to believe them. We can like or hate 
others on insufficient grounds. We can forget what we should remember and remember what we forget. 
False desires may motivate us, as well as false hopes. On the Day of Judgment these flaws will be 
corrected. and the values restored. We will clearly see our interior life then, which we never saw before in 
the earthly life.) 
 
Allah commands us to shun secret counsels that promote injustice and oppression. These are inspired by 
Shaitan. However, secret counsels that promote righteousness and self-restraint are approved. (58:9-10) 
This is elaborated by identifying the party of Shaitan that will be the ultimate loser. “Shaitan has got better 
of them, so he has made them forget the remembrance of Allah.” (58:19) (Note that in (58:9), the word 
“taqwa” (self-restraint, mindfulness) is invoked twice, as it is in the next Surah, in verse 59:18). 
 
In contrast, the Party of Allah is the party that will achieve the ultimate success: “You shall not find those 
who believe in Allah and the Last Day loving those who antagonize Allah and His messenger, even 
though they are their fathers or their sons or their brothers or their nearest kindred. Allah has inscribed 
faith in their hearts and strengthened them with a spirit of His own, and He will admit them to gardens in 
which rivers flow, where they will dwell forever. Allah is well pleased with them, and they are well pleased 
with Him. They are the party of Allah, and Allah’s party shall surely triumph.” (58:22) 
 
(Surah Hashr is a Madani Surah) 
Surah Al-Hashr (The Gathering) (Verses 59:1-24) 
The Surah refers to the conflict between the young Muslim community and a Jewish tribe in Madinah, and 
to the subsequent banishment of the latter. Historical references in the Quran always illustrate eternal 
spiritual truths: Believers, even if they are inferior in numbers, wealth and armament, will triumph over 
their adversaries, so long as they remain conscious of Allah, act on His command and are not motivated 
by personal glory or power. 
 
The importance of fair and just distribution of wealth among people through charity is emphasized: “… the 
needy and the wayfarer, so that it (wealth) may not make a circuit between the wealthy among you …” 
(59:7) Using capital to build more capital at the expense of the working class and the poor is the bane of 
modern capitalism. In that sense, Islam is anti-capitalism in that believers are commanded not to hoard 
wealth but to keep wealth flowing between all members of a society through zakat and sadaqa. 
 
The Surah tells believers how to conduct their lives on earth in the context of the Hereafter: “O you who 
believe! Remain conscious of Allah and let every soul look to what provision he has sent forth for the 
morrow. Yes, remain conscious of Allah, for Allah is well-acquainted with all that you do. Do not be like 
those who have forgotten Allah, so that He has caused them to forget themselves. They are rebellious 
transgressors.” (59:18-19) 
 
(Sending provision for the morrow (Hereafter) can come from simple, daily acts. Halal earning to support 
one’s family is one. Smiling at others, which is also charity, is another. There are hundreds of different 



acts of kindness and generosity we can do daily to increase our provisions for the Hereafter. On the other 
hand, forgetting Allah leads to forgetting oneself, which in turn leads to drifting away from life’s ultimate 
purpose, which is to please Allah. As in (58:9), the word “taqwa” (constant awareness of Allah) is invoked 
twice in verse 59:18) 
 
The attributes of Allah are enumerated in the concluding verses of the Surah: “Allah is He other than 
Whom there is no other God… who knows all things, both secret and open. He is most Gracious, most 
Merciful … the Sovereign, the Holy One, the Source of Peace, the Guardian of Faith, the Preserver of 
Safety, the Exalted in Might, the Irresistible, the Justly Proud … the Creator, the Originator, the 
Fashioner. To Him belongs the most beautiful names. Whatever is in the heavens and on earth declares 
His Praises and Glory, and he is Exalted in Might, the Wise:” (59:22-24) 
 
(Surah Mumtahana is a Madani Surah) 
Surah Al-Mumtahanah (The Examined One) (Verses 60:1-13) 
The Surah addresses the problem of the believers’ relations with unbelievers, particularly regarding 
questions of trust and loyalty. Although the injunctions were set in a historical context, they have a 
bearing on the behavior of believers for all times. 
 
The example of Prophet Ibrahim (AS) is held up as a model: “You have an admirable example in Ibrahim 
and his followers who said to their people, ‘We are clear of you and of all that you worship beside Allah 
…’” (60:4) They further prayed, ‘Our Lord! Make us not a test and trial for the unbelievers but forgive us, 
our Lord, for You are truly the exalted in might, the wise.” (60:5) A believer’s “… hope is in Allah and the 
Last day, but if any turn away, truly Allah is free of all wants, worthy of all praise.” (60:6) 
 
(Surah Saff is a Madani Surah) 
Surah As-Saff (The Ranks) (Verses 61:1-14) 
Unless faith is backed by action, it is a flimsy faith. Merely uttering words without doing the deeds they 
demand is hypocrisy. “O’ you who believe! Why do you say that which you do not do? Grievously odious 
it is in the sight of Allah that you say that which you do not do.” (61:2-3) 
 
How should believers conduct their lives? “O’ you who believe! Shall I lead you to a bargain that will save 
you from a severe penalty? That you believe in Allah and His Messenger, and that you strive your utmost 
in the cause of Allah with your property and your persons. That will be best for you if you but knew! He 
will forgive you your sins, and admit you to gardens beneath which rivers flow and to beautiful mansions 
in gardens of eternity. That is indeed the supreme achievement.” (61:10-12) 
 
It is the nearness to Allah and His pleasure that are the highest aspirations of believers, not the 
accumulation of wealth or power or other forms of worldly successes. 
 
(Surah Jumuah is a Madani Surah) 
Surah al-Jumuah (The Congregation) (Verses 62:1-11) 
Normally we find two Names of Allah mentioned in any given verse of the Quran: For example, Bismillaah 
ar-Rahman ar-Rahim (the Beneficent, the Merciful) or Allahu la illaha illa hu Wal Hayyul Qayyum (There is 
no God but He, the Living, the Eternal, as in 2:255). 
 
But this Surah begins with four Names of Allah: 1) al-Malik (the Sovereign), 
2) al-Quddus (the Pure), 3) al-Azeez (the Exalted in Might), 4) al-Hakeem (the Wise). 
 
“Whatever is in the heavens and whatever is on the earth is exalting Allah, the Sovereign, the Pure, the 
Exalted in Might, the Wise.” (62:1) 
 
It is immediately followed by a verse that names four attributes of Prophet Muhammad (saw): 1) a 
messenger who recites His verses 2) Purifies them 3) Teaches them the Book 4) Teaches them wisdom. 
 
"It is He Who has sent among the unlettered, a Messenger from themselves reciting to them His verses 
and purifying them and teaching them the Book and wisdom. (62:2) 
 
The two verses reflect the sublime symmetry of the Quran and suggests its linguistic miracle. 
 
Friday is the most important day of the week for Muslims. It is the day when the universality of Islam is 
most evident. Believers bathe, put on their best clothes and proceed to their local mosques, hope rising in 
their hearts as they pray and seek Allah’s blessings together as a community. “O’ you who believe! When 
the call is proclaimed to prayer on Friday, hasten earnestly to the remembrance of Allah, and leave off 
business and traffic. That is best for you if you but knew! And when the prayer is finished, you may 
disperse through the land and seek of the bounty of Allah, and celebrate the praises of Allah often so that 



you may prosper.” (62:9-10) 
 
Among the early Muslims, there were some who hastily left the mosque on hearing of the arrival of trade 
caravans in Madinah so that they could engage in trading. The Quran censures their action: “But when 
they see some bargain or some amusement, they disperse headlong to it, and leave you standing. Say: 
‘The blessing from the presence of Allah is better than any amusement or bargain! And Allah is the Best 
to provide for all needs.’" (62:11) 
 
(The censure and the lessons are timeless. How often have we ourselves hurriedly left Jumuah - seeking 
a bargain here or a diversion there, hurrying to order sale items online that someone just talked about - 
forgetting that Allah is the best provider of all our needs? A more serious problem is the indifference we 
sometime show toward the Jumah prayer itself. Without giving it a second thought, we ‘cancel’ it because 
it conflicts with our schedule, such as meeting with a client or seeing a doctor. In most cases, these 
appointments can be rescheduled or delayed by a few hours so that we can attend the Jumah prayers. A 
Jumah missed is a Jumah lost forever.) 
 
(Surah Munafiqun is a Madani Surah) 
Surah Al-Munafiqun (The Hypocrites) (Verses 63:1-11) 
Believers must guard themselves against the wiles and mischief of hypocrites who seek to distract them 
from the straight path. What are some of the characteristics of the hypocrites? “When you look at them, 
their exteriors please you; and when they speak, you listen to their words. They are as worthless as 
hollow pieces of timber propped up, unable to stand on their own. They think that every cry is against 
them …” (63:4) 
 
For believers, to act reflexively is not enough. We must be proactive and strive to make the best use of 
our time on earth, for there is no going back to correct our mistakes once life on earth ends. “O’ you who 
believe! Let not your riches nor your children divert you from the remembrance of Allah. Those who do so 
will indeed be the losers. And spend something in charity out of the substance which We have bestowed 
on you, before Death should come to any of you and he should say, ‘O my Lord! If only you grant me a 
delay for a short while, I could give in charity and be among the righteous. But to no soul will Allah grant 
respite when the time appointed for it has come. And Allah is well acquainted with all that you do.’” (63:9-
11) 
 
(Surah Taghabun is a Madani Surah) 
Surah At-Taghabun (Loss and Gain) (Verses 64:1-18) 
Although everything in the heavens and on earth praise Allah, it is a different story for humans: “It was He 
who created you. Some of you disbelieve and some believe, and Allah is aware of all that you do.” (64:2) 
 
One characteristic of unbelievers through the ages has been their denial of life after death. “The 
unbelievers claim they shall not be raised to life. Say, ‘By my Lord, you shall certainly be raised to life and 
you shall be told of all that you have done. That is easy for Allah to do.’” (64:7) 
 
In materialistic societies, worldly life is cherished and revered above all else. The arrogant even consider 
death a ‘disease’ that can somehow be cured like any other disease. They dismiss any notion of the 
Hereafter as delusion. But on the Day of Judgment, “the Day that He assembles you for a day of 
assembly, that will be a day of mutual loss and gain among you, and those who believe in Allah and work 
righteousness, He will remove from them their ill, and He will admit them to gardens beneath which rivers 
flow, to dwell therein forever. That will be the supreme achievement.” (64:9) 
 
Believers must remain vigilant that life’s comforts and vanities do not tempt them away from the supreme 
achievement: “Your riches and your children may be a trial but with Allah is the highest reward. So remain 
conscious of Allah as best as you can, listen and obey and spend in charity for the benefit of your own 
soul. Those saved from the greed of their own souls will be prosperous.” (64:15-16) 
 
(Surah Talaq is a Madani Surah) 
Surah At-Talaq (Divorce) (Verses 65:1-12) 
This Surah deals with one specific aspect of divorce, namely, the ruling related to the period that divorced 
women must wait before the marriage is finally dissolved and they are free to remarry. Some scholars 
suggest that this Surah elucidates verses 2:228-233 of Surah al-Baqara. 
 
While the details are important, more significant is the idea of kindness and generosity that must 
permeate even the most painful but inevitable events of life. 
 
Anyone who heeds Allah’s call, “He will provide him with a way out. And He provides for him from sources 
he could never imagine. And if anyone puts his trust in Allah, sufficient is Allah for him. For Allah will 



surely accomplish his purpose. Surely, for all things has Allah appointed a due proportion.” (65:3) 
 
Living within one’s means is difficult but it is a virtue to be cultivated, for excess always leads to loss, 
humiliation and even tragedy. “Let the man of means spend according to his means, and the man whose 
resources are restricted, let him spend according to what Allah has given him. Allah puts no burden on 
any person beyond what He has given him. After a difficulty, Allah will soon grant relief.” (65:7) 
 
Although the masculine gender is used in these verses, scholars cite numerous verses from the Quran to 
show that such verses refer to both genders. To a believer, man or woman, the fact that Allah provides 
from sources he or she cannot even imagine is a testimony to His limitless mercy and generosity. 
 
(Surah Tahrim is a Madani Surah) 
Surah At-Tahrim (The Prohibition) (Verses 66:1-12) 
Through a specific event in the Prophet’s (saw) life, the Surah brings out a moral lesson applicable to all 
situations, namely, that no one has the authority to declare as forbidden what Allah has declared lawful 
and permissible, even if such an attitude is driven by the desire to please others. 
 
Even the Prophet (saw) was not exempt from this rule. “O prophet, why do you prohibit what Allah has 
made lawful to you, seeking to please your wives? Allah is forgiving and merciful …” (66:1) 
 
The Surah makes clear - stressed also in Surahs such as Al-Kahf (18:110) - that the Prophet (saw) was 
but a human being, and therefore subject to normal human emotions. Even he was liable to make an 
occasional mistake that was pointed out to him and corrected through divine revelation. 
 
Allah does not expect infallibility from human beings. He, however, expects us to learn from our mistakes 
and change our behavior and seek redemption through repentance. “Believers! Turn to Allah in 
repentance, so that your Lord may forgive you your sins and admit you to gardens beneath which rivers 
flow …” (66:8) 
 
The Surah offers a striking contrast between two kinds of women: “For those bent on denying the truth, 
Allah has given an example in the wife of Nuh and the wife of Lut. They were wedded to two of Our 
righteous servants, and each one betrayed her husband, and neither of the two husbands will be of any 
avail to these two women when they are told on the Day of Judgment: ‘… Enter the fire with all other 
sinners who enter it.’” (66:10) (This reinforces the Quranic principle that ‘No bearer of burden can bear 
the burden of another.’) 
 
In contrast, two other women are extolled for their unflinching faith: “Allah sets forth, as an example to 
those who believe, the wife of Pharaoh. Behold, she said: ‘O my Lord! Build for me in nearness to You a 
mansion in the Garden, and save me from Pharaoh and his doings, and save me from those who do 
wrong.’ And Maryam, daughter of Imran, who guarded her chastity, and We breathed into her Our spirit, 
and she testified to the truth of the words of her Lord and of His revelations and was one of the truly 
devout.” (66:11-12) 
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Surah Al-Mulk (Dominion) (Verses 67:1-30) 
Life does not end with death. The Surah says of the Creator who controls all dominions: “He Who created 
death and life, that He may try which of you is best in deeds, and He alone is almighty, truly forgiving.” 
(67:2) 
 
Why did Allah create us? As the verse states, so that He may test us as to who among us are best in 
deeds. Mere claim of faith is no substitute for purposeful and beneficial actions. 
 
Notice also that the word ‘death’ comes before the word ‘life’ in this verse. Death, like life, is created, and 
so is not merely a negative state. (See also 2:28, 23:100, 40:11 and 53:44) We were ‘dead’ - a non-
existence or existence in some other form - before we were born, and we will be resurrected to life after 
we die a physical death in this life. It is the renewal of life by death. The idea of resurrection is repeated 
numerous times in the Quran. It follows that one cannot be a believer unless one believes wholeheartedly 
in life after death. “It is He Who has made the earth manageable for you, so go about it in all its regions 
and enjoy of the Sustenance which He furnishes, but always bear in mind that unto Him you will be 
resurrected.” (67:15) 
 
The Surah promises: “Those who stand in awe of their Lord though they cannot see Him shall be forgiven 
and generously rewarded.” (67:12) (Innal Lazina Yakhshauna Rabbahum Bil Ghaibi Lahum Maghfiratun 
Wa Ajrun Kabir) Worshiping our Lord, even though we cannot see Him, testifies to the strength of our 
faith. 
 
The Surah points to the wonder of the flight of birds as evidence of Allah’s infinite mercy in providing for 
every creature just those conditions best adapted for it to thrive. “Do they not observe the birds above 
them, spreading their wings and folding them in? None can uphold them except the most Gracious. Truly 
it is He who watched over all things.” (67:19) Implicit in this verse is the idea that we should be attuned to 
the natural world if we want to deepen our faith. 
 
The Surah ends by asking the materialists who deny the existence of Allah a most pertinent and practical 
question: “If your stream be some morning lost in the underground, who can then supply you with clear-
flowing water?” (67:30) 
 
(Surah Mulk comprises only 30 verses. For those of us who have not memorized this powerful and 
eloquent Surah, a worthy goal would be to memorize it, even if it takes months or even years. If the 
intention is there, Insha Allah, we will commit the Surah to memory sooner than we may think.) 
 
(Surah Qalam is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Qalam (The Pen) (Verses 68:1-52) 
This is one of the earliest Makki Surahs to be revealed. Prophet Muhammad (saw) was commanded to 
convey Allah’s message to his people and persevere in the task, no matter how difficult and demanding: 
“And so wait with patience the judgment of your Lord and do not be like him (Prophet Yunus) who was 
swallowed by the whale, and who cried out in agony after having given in to anger. And remember, had 
not the Grace of Allah reached him, he would indeed have been cast forth upon that barren shore in a 
state of disgrace.” (68:48-49) 
 
That the word patience (sabr) appears so often in the Quran (103 times) only underscores its importance 
in achieving worthy goals. The Prophet (saw) exemplified the patience of beautiful contentment, even 
though he was not immune to the tug of strong human emotions at times. 
 
The parable of the owners of the orchard (similar to the rich man in Surah Kahf) describes the refusal of 
the affluent in sharing their bounty with the poor, and so Allah destroyed their crops and fruits, causing 
them to regret their actions and exclaim: “Woe to us! We have indeed transgressed. It may be that our 
Lord will give us a better one in its place, for we do turn to Him in hope and humility.” (68:31-32) 



 
Several Quranic verses emphasize the universality of Islam, one of them in this Surah: “And the 
unbelievers would all but kill you with their eyes when they hear Our revelations, and they say, ‘He is 
surely possessed.’ Yet it (the Quran) is nothing less than a message to all mankind.” (68:51-52) 
 
(Surah Haqqah is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Haqqah (The Reality) (Verses 69:1-52) 
The ultimate reality of life on earth is that it will come to an end one day. “When the trumpet is sounded 
once, and when the earth and the mountains are raised and then crushed with one stroke, that is the day 
when the great event will come to pass.” (69:13-15) 
 
On the Day of Resurrection, everyone will be fully aware of their past lives and, freed from self-deception, 
will see themselves as they really were, with the inner meanings of their past acts revealed. 
 
Judgment Day will be the day of accountability. “He who is given his record in his right hand will say, 
‘Here it is, read my Book! I knew I would face my judgment.’ He will be in a garden of bliss, in a garden 
high.’” (69:19-22) But “He who is given his record in his left hand will say, ‘I wish I had never been given 
my record or known my judgment! Would that death had made an end of me? Of no profit has been my 
wealth and my power has perished from me!’” (69:25-29) 
 
(Which category do we belong to? The answer is as simple as it is profound: If we obey Allah and His 
messenger, we can expect to receive the record in our right hand. Otherwise, it will be in the left hand. 
Sincere repentance, pleading for Allah’s mercy and doing good deeds can change our status. For those 
who accept Allah’s message, however belatedly, there is always hope.) 
 
(Surah Maarij is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Maarij (The Ways of Ascent) (Verses 70:1-52) 
Allah tests people through temptations for immoral and self-indulgent acts. Only those who can tame and 
overcome these temptations will be successful. 
 
What differentiates the successful from the unsuccessful? “Man was created with a restless disposition. 
When evil touches him, he is despondent, and when blessed with good fortune, he becomes selfish and 
mean. Not so those who turn toward Allah in prayers, who are steadfast in their prayers, and who 
recognize in their wealth a right for the needy and the deprived, and those who truly believe in the Day of 
Judgment, and who fear their Creator’s chastisement, for their Lord’s punishment is not a thing to feel 
secure from, and who are mindful of their chastity … and who are faithful to their trusts and pledges, and 
who stand firm whenever they bear witness, and who guard their prayers from worldly concerns, such will 
be the honored ones in the garden of bliss!” (70:19-35) 
 
(Note the multiple invocations of prayers as a source of salvation, particularly the importance of protecting 
the sanctity of prayers from the intrusions of worldly thoughts. Khushu in prayers is difficult to achieve but 
when the goal is nothing less than nearness to Allah, the supreme achievement for believers, the 
difficulties can disappear and khushu attained. Salat is when we connect with Allah, the Source of All 
Wisdom, Love, Mercy and Energy. It is the gift the prophet (saw) brought from Allah for believers during 
Miraj when he ascended to heaven. For us, Salat is our personal Miraj when we ascend to meet Allah 
spiritually five times a day. That is why the prophet (saw) said: ‘As-Salatu Mirajun MuMineen’ - Salat is 
the Miraj of believers.) 
 
(Surah Nuh is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Nuh (Verses 71:1-28) 
While dealing exclusively with Prophet Nuh’s (AS) preaching to his erring and obstinate people, the Surah 
symbolically depicts every believer’s struggle against materialism and spiritual emptiness. The only 
solution is to turn to Allah for help, as Nuh (AS) did: “My Lord, I have pleaded with my people night and 
day, but my pleas have only added to their aversion. And every time I call on them to seek your 
forgiveness, they thrust their fingers into their ears and draw their clothes over their heads and become 
obstinate and grow ever more arrogant.” (71:5-7) 
 
(We need to recognize that we can be obstinate and arrogant like the people of Nuh. Our bad side – 
when we succumb to the whispering of Shaitan - can overpower our good side. Praying, reading the 
Quran, taking its message to heart and acting on it, and sincerely seeking Allah’s help and forgiveness 
can defeat the bad side and keep Shaitan at bay.) 
 
(Surah Jinn is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Jinn (The Unseen Beings) (Verses 72:1-28) 
The Quran can melt the hearts of even the jinns, such are its spiritual and mystical powers. “Say, it is 



revealed to me that a group of jinn listened and said: ‘We have heard a most wonderful Quran which 
gives guidance to the right path and we have believed in it and will never henceforth worship anything 
besides our Lord.’” (72:1-2) The jinns condemned those who continued to cling to old beliefs: “Exalted be 
our Lord who has taken neither a wife nor a son, and the foolish among us have uttered falsehood 
against Allah.” (72:3-4) (This event is also narrated in Surah al-Ahqaf (46:29-32) but in lesser detail than 
in this Surah.) 
 
(The Quran does not tell us what the Prophet was reciting. He was not aware that Jinns were listening. It 
was revealed to him later by Allah. People have invented fantastic stories about Jinns based on myths 
and superstitions. Believers should not pay heed to such stories and rely only on the Quran for the truth 
about Jinns.) 
 
There are good jinns and bad jinns. “There are some among us who are righteous and some the contrary. 
We follow divergent paths. We can never escape Allah while we live on earth, and we can never escape 
Him by flight. When we heard the guidance, we believed in it; and whoever believes in His Lord shall fear 
no loss or injustice. Among us are some who submit their wills to Allah, just as there are some who have 
abandoned themselves to wrongdoing. Those who submit their wills have found the path of right conduct, 
but those who swerve are fuel for hell-fire.” (72:11-15) 
 
Jinns, in other words, are like human beings: Some submit to Allah while others go astray because of 
their evil deeds. 
 
A verse in this Surah, as in other verses in the Quran, offers testimony to Prophet Muhammad’s (saw) 
integrity as a messenger: “Say, ‘it is not in my power to cause you any harm or bring you to right conduct.’ 
Say, ‘No one can deliver me for Allah (if I were to disobey Him), nor should I find refuge except in Him.’” 
(72:21-22) The Prophet’s message was always clear: Whatever happens, happens by the Will of Allah 
alone. 
 
(Surah Muzzammil is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Muzzammil (The Mantled One) (Verses 73:1-20) 
In the early days of the prophetic mission, the Prophet (saw) was urged to “spend most of the night in 
prayer, half of it, a little less or little more, and recite the Quran in slow, measured, rhythmic tones.” (73:2-
4) There would be no time for relaxation because “We are about to send down to you words of enormous 
importance.” (73:5) 
 
The Prophet had no one to turn to but Allah and so he stayed up most nights praising and glorifying Him 
to draw on His power and strength to face his enemies. Praying and reciting in the early hours of dawn 
are singled out for their special significance. “Truly the rising by night is most potent for governing the 
soul, and most suitable for framing the word of prayer and praise.” (73:6) (The importance of Tahajjud 
prayers is emphasized here. Ramadan is the most effective month to begin this practice, especially for 
those of us who have deprived ourselves of the enormous blessings of the Tahajjud prayers.) 
 
The long, concluding verse of the Surah resonates with mercy, hope and redemption. It is a verse so 
evocative and moving that reading it, particularly in the small hours of dawn, can transport one back in 
time by fourteen centuries to recite, pray and supplicate with the Prophet (saw) and his companions: 
“Your Lord knows that you stand forth in prayer two-thirds of the night, or half the night, or a third of the 
night, and so does a party of those with you. But Allah does appoint night and day in due measure. He 
knows that you are unable to keep count thereof. So He has turned to you in mercy. Read, therefore, as 
much of the Quran as may be easy for you. He knows that there may be some among you who are in ill; 
others traveling through the land seeking of Allah’s bounty; yet others fighting in Allah’s cause, Read, 
therefore, as much of the Quran as may be easy for you, and establish regular prayer and give regular 
charity, and loan to Allah a beautiful loan. And whatever good you send forth for your souls you shall find 
it in Allah’s presence. Yes, better and greater in reward, and seek Allah’s forgiveness, for Allah is Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.” (73:20) 
 
(Surah Muddatththir is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Muddaththir (The Cloaked One) (Verses 74:1-56) 
The first five verses of Surah Iqra (96:1-5) that the Prophet (saw) had received in Mount Hira in 610 
(thirteen years before the Hijrah) had shaken him to the core. He was agitated, anxious and afraid. 
Instead of having a cooling-off period, as it were, Allah instructed the Prophet to warn polytheist Arabs to 
give up their idol-worshiping and recognize the One true God. “O You who are wrapped up in you cloak, 
arise and give warning, and glorify your Lord, and purify your clothes, and keep away from all 
abominations and do not expect any increase for yourself in giving, and be patient in the service of your 
Lord.” (74:1-7) 
 



Analyzing this verse reveals the following insights: Cleanliness is a sign of faith. Immoral and wicked 
behavior take one down the slippery slope. Charity is to be given for the pleasure of Allah alone, not for 
personal glory. Hardship is inevitable in life. What will see believers through bad times and good is 
patience. 
 
The Surah draws attention to the natural and cosmological phenomena to emphasize our responsibility 
and accountability: “By the moon and by the night as it withdraws and the morning as it reveals itself, 
surely this is one of the mightiest events. It is a warning to all mankind.” (74:32-36) 
Then follows a list that contrasts the fate of those who are successful in the Sight of Allah and those who 
are not. How do we elevate ourselves to the rank of the virtuous and the righteous? By shunning the 
practices of the sinners and replacing them with the practices of the truly successful. 
(74:37) To any of you that chooses to press forward or to follow behind 
(74:38) Every soul will be held in pledge for its deeds 
(74:39) Except the Companions of the Right Hand 
(74:40-42) They will be in Gardens of Delight: They will question each other, 
and ask of the Sinners: "What led you into Hell Fire?" 
(74:43) They (the sinners) will say: "We were not of those who prayed” (Notice how sinners mention 
neglecting prayers first. Even they are aware of the centrality of prayer to Islam) 
(74:44) “Nor were we of those who fed the indigent” 
45. "But we used to talk vanities with vain talkers” 
46. "And we used to deny the Day of Judgment” 
47. "Until there came to us the Hour that is certain.” 
 
The last verse of the Surah testifies to Allah’s Omnipotence: “And they will not remember except as Allah 
wills. He alone is worthy of being mindful of and He alone is worthy of forgiving.” (74:56) 
 
(Surah Qiyamah is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Qiyamah (The Resurrection) (Verses 75:1-40) 
Allah takes life and He resurrects it. It is entirely within His power to “assemble his bones and put together 
in perfect order the very tip of his fingers.” (75:3-4) 
 
The Quran uses vivid imagery to convey the signs of the Day of Judgment and its effect on human 
beings. “Man shall be told on that day of all his deeds, from first to last.” (75:13) (That we will be informed 
of all our deeds on the Day of Judgment is also stated in verses 5:105, 6:60, 62:8, 64:7) 
 
Allah tells His prophet not to want to hasten the arrival of the revelation. Allah will reveal His word when 
the time is right. “Move not your tongue concerning the Quran to make haste therewith. We shall impart it 
to you and ensure its recital. So listen to it when it is read and follow its reading. We shall make the 
meaning clear to you!” (75:16-19) 
 
This is Allah’s promise that the Quran will remain complete and immutable until the end of time. 
 
Before the Day of Judgment, every human being must pass through the temporary phase of death. How 
conscious are we of this fact? “But when a man’s soul is the top of his chest and those around him cry, 
‘Can anyone spare him?’ when he knows that it is the final parting and the pangs of death assail him, on 
that day all will be driven to your Lord.” (75:26-30) 
 
(Surah Dahr – also known by the title Insan (Man) – is a Madani Surah) 
Surah Ad-Dahr (Time) (Verses 76:1-31) 
In case man becomes arrogant and full of himself, Allah reminds us that “Has there not been over man a 
long period of Time when he was nothing, not even mentioned? Surely We created him from a drop of 
mingled sperm in order to try him. So We gave him the gifts of hearing and sight. We showed him the 
way, whether he be grateful or ungrateful.” (76:1-3) 
 
Successful are those who “… keep their vows and they fear a Day whose evil flies far and wide, and they 
feed, for the love of Allah, the indigent, the orphan … saying, ‘We feed you for the sake of Allah alone. No 
reward do we desire from you, nor thanks.’” (76:7-9) 
 
Note that Muslims are required to go beyond what is considered the “Golden Rule”: Do unto others as 
you would have them do unto you. When we give charity, we do not expect any return or reward from the 
recipients. We are motivated only by the pleasure of Allah. 
 
“It is We Who have sent down the Quran to you in stages,” Allah tells the Prophet. “Therefore, be patient 
with constancy to the Command of your Lord and obey not the sinner or the ingrate among them.” (76:23-
24) The Prophet (saw) is asked, and by extension his Ummah, to “celebrate the name of your Lord, 



morning and evening, and part of the night, prostrate yourself to Him, and glorify Him a long night 
through.” (76:25-26) 
 
(Surah Mursalat is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Mursalat (Those Sent Forth) (Verses 77:1-50) 
The refrain, “Ah, woe that Day to the rejecters of Truth” occurs ten times in this Surah of fifty verses. It 
points out the fate of those on the “Day of sorting out” (77:13) who rejected Allah’s Truth despite all the 
evidences contained in His signs around them, including the wind (77:1-6), the stars (77:8) and the 
mountains (77:10). On the day of reckoning, the deniers of Truth “shall not be able to speak, nor … 
plead!” (77:35-36) 
 
In contrast, “the righteous shall be in the middle of cool shades and springs of water and fruits, all they 
desire. Eat and drink to your heart’s content on account of your good deeds. Thus do We certainly reward 
the doers of Good.” (77:41-44) 
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(Surah Naba is a Makki Surah) 
Surah An-Naba (The Great News) (Verses 78:1-40) 
The ‘Great News’ is the coming of the Day of Judgment. The Surah comprises four parts. The first part 
describes the physical world and man’s place in it. “And have We not created you in pairs, and made your 
sleep for rest, and made the night as a covering, and made the day as a means of subsistence?” (78:8-
11) 
 
(Notice that verse (78:9) makes clear the need of “sleep for rest.” In this age of smartphones and social 
media, digital distractions rule our lives, particularly when it comes to resting and sleeping during nights. 
We are now connected to the grid 24x7 for fear of missing out on gossip, for getting a jump on the 
financial market or for climbing the corporate ladder. This mindset goes against Allah’s command. We 
owe our body the rest it deserves because our health is a gift from our Creator. Seven to eight hours of 
sleep at night is critical for maintaining our health. Short sleeps lead to diabetes, high blood pressure, 
heart disease and obesity. Dark, cool and quiet rooms with regular bedtimes and no digital interruptions 
can improve the quality of sleep. Ramadan is the month in which we may deprive ourselves of regular 
sleep during the night but only if we use it to remember Allah and ask for His mercy and forgiveness.) 
 
The second part is a brief description of the Day of Judgment: “The time of the Day of Judgment is fixed. 
It is when the trumpet is sounded, and you will come forth in droves. And the heavens shall be opened as 
if there were doors, and the mountains shall vanish, as if they were a mirage.” (78:18-20) 
 
The third part describes the punishment awaiting wrongdoers: “Hell is ready and waiting, a home for the 
transgressors, where they shall abide for ages.” (78:21-23) 
 
The fourth part describes the rewards awaiting the good and the righteous: “The righteous will surely 
triumph. Theirs shall be gardens and vineyards, and splendid companions well-matched.” (78:31-33) 
 
Allah is ever merciful and gives sinners and the astray a chance to repent and redeem themselves: “That 
Day is sure to come, and so let him who will, seek a way back to His Lord.” (78:39) 
 
(Surah Naziat is a Makki Surah) 
Surah An-Naziat (Verses 79:1-46) (Those Who Tear Out) 
Angels of death differentiate between sinners and the virtuous at the time the mortal life ends: “By the 
angels who tear out (the souls of the wicked) with violence; By those who gently draw out the souls of the 
blessed” … (79:1-2) 
 
Disbelievers deny that the dead shall ever be brought back to life. “They say: ‘What! Shall we indeed be 
returned to or former state? What? When we shall have become rotten bones?’” (79:10-11) But then they 
acknowledge: “They say: ‘In that case our return would be a total loss!’” (79:12) 
 
The parable of Pharaoh, with its lessons of pride and fall, is emphasized for its value as a reminder: “But 
Allah did punish him and made an example of him in the Hereafter as in this life.” (79:25) 
 
The important thing to realize is that there are modern Pharaohs in all nations and among all groups, 
tyrants and narcissists who have no respect for mercy and justice, who trample the rights of others with 
no thought of accountability. As the Surah makes clear, they will suffer the consequences of their actions, 
and they will suffer it sooner than they think! 
 



(Surah Abasa is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Abasa (He frowned) (Verses 80:1-42) 
Knowing the context of this Surah is important for perspective: The Prophet (saw) was engrossed in a 
conversation with a group of prominent leaders of the Quraish tribe one day when he was interrupted by a 
blind Muslim named Abd Allah ibn Maktum. The Prophet’s concern was to convince the Quraish leaders 
of his message so that they, in turn, could convince their followers to accept Islam. The interruption 
annoyed the Prophet (saw), particularly coming from someone not as high in social status as the Quraish 
leaders. He ignored the blind man and continued his conversation with the Makkan notables. 
 
The discourtesy immediately brought forth a Divine rebuke, showing that everyone, including the Prophet 
himself, was accountable to Allah: “He (Muhammad) frowned and turned away when the blind man came 
towards him. But how would you (Muhammad) know that he might not be reformed, or that he might not 
take heed and benefit from your admonition?” (80:1-4) 
 
The prophet (saw) was attentive to the Quraish leaders who considered themselves self-sufficient “but as 
to him who came to you earnestly striving and with fear in his heart, of him you were unmindful!” (80:8-10) 
 
(We need to ask ourselves: Do we ignore humble people, those considered unsuccessful from a worldly 
point of view, who seek our help or attention? In contrast, do we slavishly cater to the needs of the rich 
and the famous for some material gain or in the hope that some of their fame will rub off on us? If the 
answer is ‘yes’ to either or both, we need to change our priorities and preferences and heed the lessons 
of the Quran.) 
 
The Surah touches on the theme of resurrection through the renewal we witness in nature: “Then let man 
reflect on his food. We pour water from the sky, and We cause cracks to appear in the ground through 
which We cause to grow corn and grapes and fresh vegetation and olives and palm trees and gardens 
dense with foliage, and fruits and herbage for you and your animals to enjoy.” (80:24-32) 
 
Just as Allah brings forth life from a seemingly dead earth, so can He resurrect the dead. 
 
(Surah Takwir is a Makki Surah) 
Surah At-Takwir (The Folding Up) (Verses 81:1-29) 
The Surah lists twelve events that will begin the resurrection, leading to the Day of Judgment: 
1) “When the sun is folded up” (81:1) (science tells us that when the sun uses up its hydrogen fuel in the 
nuclear fusion that generates its power, the star will start to die.) 
2) “When the stars fall” (81:2) 
3) “When the mountains are annihilated” (81:3) 
4) “When pregnant she-camels are abandoned” (81:4) 
5) “When the wild beasts are gathered together” (81:5) 
6) “When the oceans boil over and flare up” (81:6) 
7) “When human souls are sorted out” (81:7) 
8) “When the daughter killed in infancy is made to ask for what crime was she killed” (81:8-9) 
9) “When the scrolls are laid open” (81:10) 
10) “When the sky is unveiled” (81:11) 
11) “When hell is made to burn fiercely” (81:12) 
12) “When paradise is brought into view.” (81:13) 
What will happen then? “Each soul shall know what it has put forward.” (81:14) 
 
As curious beings, we want to know what happens in the end. When a TV series grips us, for example, 
we keep watching it week after week, spanning several seasons or even years, until we finally see how 
the end plays out. But even though we are unlikely to witness what happens at the end of Time, which is 
likely to extend far beyond 70-80 years of human life, the Quran tells us what will happen in the end in the 
verses above. The Book gives us knowledge of the past through stories of prophets and their people in 
antiquity. It gives us knowledge of the present, as in (only one example): “The mutual rivalry for piling up 
the good things of this world diverts you from the more serious things.” (102.1) And it gives us knowledge 
of the future, as in the first few verses of Surah 81. Even though we will not be around, Allah tells us in 
the Quran how the story ends. What a miracle the Quran is, indeed! 
 
The Quran affirms Prophet Muhammad’s (saw) mission as a guidance for all mankind: “I swear by the 
shining star that recede by day, and by the stars that rise and set, and by the night when it spreads its 
darkness, and the dawn as it breathes away the darkness, that this is the word of a most honorable 
messenger.” (81:15-19) 
 
“So, where are you going?” asks the Quran (81:26). It is a profound question that we especially need to 
reflect on during Ramadan. Are we on the Straight Path? Are our words and deeds aligned with the good 



pleasure of Allah, the summit of success as defined in 9:72, or are we frittering our time away in frivolous 
pursuits and going astray from a combination of ego, ingratitude and other failings? Ramadan is the 
month to take stock of where we are and apply correctives where required.) 
 
(Surah Infitar is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Infitar (The Cleaving Asunder) (Verses 82:1-19) 
The theme of this Surah is similar to that of the previous Surah: The physical world as we know it will be 
destroyed before the Day of Judgment when the true reality will manifest itself. “When the sky is cleft 
asunder, when the stars are scattered, when the oceans are suffered to burst forth, and when the graves 
are turned upside down, then each soul shall know what it has sent forward and what it has kept back.” 
(82:1-5) 
 
Allah has given human beings limited free will: “He who created you, fashioned you in due proportion and 
gave you a just bias.” (82:7) If we exercise the faculties we have been blessed with and use our powers 
of reasoning, we will do what is right in the sight of Allah because of our inherent ‘just bias.’ If we err, we 
must bear the blame. 
 
(Surah Mutaffifin is a Makki Surah, although some scholars are of the opinion that it is a Madani Surah) 
Surah Al-Mutaffifin (Those Who Deal in Fraud) (Verses 83:1-36) 
 
There are people in every society who think only of their selfish interest and resort to any means to 
maximize their profit and pleasure. Morality and ethics play no role in the dealings and transactions of 
these solipsists. The Quran warns them: “Woe unto those who give short measure, those who, when they 
are to receive their due from other people, demand full measure, but when they have to measure or 
weigh whatever they owe others, give less than what is due. Do they not know that they will be raised 
from the dead and called to account on an awesome day, the day when everyone will stand before the 
Sustainer of the world?” (83:1-6) 
 
(These verses are not limited to business transactions alone. What about someone who demands his 
rights and privileges from his spouse and children but when it comes to fulfilling his own responsibility, is 
indifferent or negligent? The point is: just as we have rights over others, others have same or similar 
rights over us, perhaps even more, as in the case of one’s parents.) 
 
(Surah Inshiqaq is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Inshiqaq (The Rending Asunder) (Verses 84:1-25) 
The theme of this Surah is similar to the themes of Surahs 81 and 82: The coming of the Day of 
Judgment and the onset of the True Reality. Those who suffered in this life because of their goodness will 
rejoice and those who went about rejoicing in this life, thinking they would never have to return to their 
Lord, will weep. “O’ you man! Surely you are toiling on toward your Lord, painfully toiling, but you shall 
meet Him. Then he who is given his record in his right hand, soon his account will be taken by an easy 
reckoning, and he will turn to his people rejoicing. But he who is given his record behind his back, soon 
he will cry in perdition and he will enter a blazing fire. Truly he went about among his people rejoicing. 
Truly did he think that he would not have to return to Us!” (84:6-14) 
 
The patterns and rhythms we find in nature should strengthen our faith as we move from stage to stage in 
our spiritual development: “So I do call to witness the crimson glow of sunset, the night and its homing, 
and the moon in her fullness, you shall surely travel from stage to stage.” (84:16-19). 
 
To be successful on the Final Day, belief and action must go together: “… those who believe and work 
righteous deeds, for them is a reward that will never fail.” (84:25) 
 
(Surah Buruj is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Buruj (The Constellations) (Verses 85:1-22) 
Allah gives opportunities to tyrants and oppressors to repent and redeem themselves and to get on the 
right path. Their fates are contrasted with action-driven believers who are promised ultimate success: 
“Those who persecute the believers, men and women, and do not turn in repentance, will have the 
chastisement of hell, the chastisement of the burning fire. For those who believe and do righteous deeds, 
will be gardens beneath which rivers flow: This is the supreme triumph!” (85:10-11) The Surah concludes 
with the gift of the eternal and immutable Quran for believers: “… This is a glorious Quran, in a tablet 
preserved!” (85:21-22) 
 
(Surah Tariq is a Makki Surah) 
Surah At-Tariq (The Night-Visitor) (Verses 86:1-17) 
Allah provides watch over every human being to record her or his deeds. “Every soul has a guardian.” 
(86:4) Allah’s wondrous creation is suggested with poetic precision: “By the firmament which gives the 



returning rain, and by the earth which for the gushing of springs or the sprouting of vegetables, behold, 
this is the Word that distinguishes good from evil.” (86:11-13) 
 
(Surah A’la is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-A’la (The Most High) (Verses 87:1-19) 
The Prophet (saw), and by extension his Ummah, was reminded to “Glorify the name of your Lord, the 
Most High, Who has created and given order and proportion, Who has measured and granted guidance.” 
(87:1-3) 
 
Who will be successful and prosperous? “… he will prosper who purifies himself and remembers the 
name of his Lord and prays.” (87:14-15) 
 
(What better month to purify ourselves and cleanse our souls of sins and bad thoughts than in 
Ramadan?) 
 
Those who prefer the life of this world are told in unambiguous terms that “… the Hereafter is better and 
more enduring. And this is in the Books of the earliest revelations, the Books of Ibrahim and Musa.” 
(87:17-19) 
 
(Surah Ghashiya is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Ghashiya (The Overwhelming Event) (Verses 88:1-26 
On the Day of Judgment, faces of wrong-doers will be “laboring and weary” while “other faces that Day 
will be joyful, pleased with their striving.” (88:8-9) 
 
We are asked to look at the wonders of Allah’s creation and recognize His majesty and power: “Do they 
not look at the camels and how they are made? And at the sky, how it is raised high? And at the 
mountains, how they are fixed firm? And at the earth, how it is spread out?” (88:17-20) 
 
The prophet’s (saw) role as a messenger is made clear: “… Do remind, for you are one to remind but you 
are not one to manage their affairs.” (88:21-22) 
 
(Surah Fajr is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Fajr (The Dawn) (Verses 89:1-30) 
The Surah is suffused with symbols and allusions, the full meanings of which are known to Allah alone. 
 
“By the dawn, by the ten nights, by the even and odd contrasted, and by the night when it passes away, 
considering all this, could there be, to anyone endowed with reason, a more compelling evidence of the 
truth?” (89:1-5) 
 
The break of day signifies not just the physical dawn but also our spiritual awakening. According to the 
majority of scholars, “the ten nights” refer to the first ten nights of the sacred month of Dhul-Hijjah, the 
twelfth and last month of the Islamic calendar. A few scholars also suggest that the “ten nights” refer to 
the last ten nights of the month of Ramadan. The “even and the odd” or “the One” contrasts the Oneness 
and uniqueness of the Creator with the multiplicity of His creation. And “the night when it passes away” 
perhaps signifies the night of spiritual darkness that disappears when we accept the light of truth by 
becoming fully conscious of Allah. 
 
Allah tests us in ways that He alone deems best. The characteristics of those who fail His test are vividly 
captured in these verses: “Now, as for man, when his Lord tries him, giving him honor and gifts, then he 
says, ‘My Sustainer has justly been generous to me.’  But when He tries him by restricting his means of 
livelihood, he says in despair, ‘My Lord has humiliated me!’” (89:15-16) 
 
Who are these people? They are those “… who do not honor orphans, nor encourage the feeding of the 
poor, who devour with greed the inheritance of others and who love wealth with inordinate love!” (89:17-
20) 
 
Allah judges us by criteria known only to Him. He tests us with poverty and affluence, victory and defeat, 
with the goal of deciding how we will fare in the Hereafter. 
 
The last verses of this Surah pour joy on the heart of believers: “To the righteous soul Allah will say, ‘O 
you who have attained to inner peace, return to your Lord, well pleased yourself and pleasing Him! Enter 
you, then, with My other servants. Yes, enter you to My Heaven!’” (89:27-30) 
 
(Surah Balad is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Balad (The City) (Verses 90:1-20) 



The City here refers to Makkah where the Prophet (saw) was born and where he lived until his migration 
to Madinah and his subsequent triumphant return. The Surah evokes eternal truths and the choices we 
make to give meaning to our lives or remove meaning from our lives. On the Day of Judgment, we will 
have to account for how we earned our wealth and how we spent it, and whether we chose the difficult 
path of virtue or the easy path of pleasure and indolence. “… We have created man into toil and struggle. 
Does he think that no one has power over him? He may boast: ‘I have squandered wealth in abundance.’ 
Does he think no one sees him? Have We not given him a pair of eyes, and a tongue, and a pair of lips? 
And shown him two highways?” (90:4-11) 
 
The steep path is difficult but it is also the path to success: “And what will explain to you the path that is 
steep? It is freeing someone, giving food in a day of privation to the orphan with claims of relationship or 
the hungry and the poor in the dust.” (90:12-16) They will be the successful ones, “… those who believe, 
and enjoin patience and self-restraint, and enjoin deeds of kindness and compassion. Such are the 
companions of the right hand.” (90:17-18) 
 
(Surah Shams is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Ash-Shams (The Sun) (Verses 91:1-15) 
The sublime order, beauty and intricacy of the universe are signs of the Omnipotence and Omnipresence 
of the Creator. Consider the three pairs: “By the sun and its glorious splendor, by the moon as it follows it; 
by the day as it reflects the sun’s glory, by the night as it conceals it; by the firmament and its wondrous 
architecture, by the earth and its wide expanse” (91:1-6) 
 
Only a sealed heart fails to sense the presence of transcendent power in these signs. 
 
Allah creates the soul and gives it order, balance, scale, and the ability to distinguish right from wrong, 
truth from falsehood. “By the soul, and the proportion and the order given to it, and its inspiration as to its 
wrong and its right, truly he succeeds who purifies it, and he fails who corrupts it.” (91:7-10) 
 
It is in our capacity to keep the soul pure, to use Allah’s gifts to do good deeds that please Him. It is also 
in our capacity, given our limited free-will, to soil the soul, go astray and invoke His displeasure. This is 
made clear in the example of the Thamud (details are in 7:73-79) who rejected prophet Salih’s message 
of humility and justice by oppressing the poor through greed and arrogance. “The Thamud rejected their 
prophet through inordinate wrong- doing” (50:11) and so “Their Lord crushed them for their sin and 
levelled them.” (50:14) 
 
(Surah Layl is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Layl (The Night) (Verses 92:1-21) 
We define ourselves by our beliefs and deeds. Good deeds bring success and happiness and while bad 
deeds bring misery and suffering. 
 
The diversity of Allah’s creation - the choices we make, and their consequences - are suggested in these 
verses: “By the night as it conceals the light, by the day as it appears in glory, by the mystery of the 
creation of male and female, surely the ends you strive for are diverse. So he who gives in charity and 
fears Allah and in all sincerity testifies to the best, We will indeed make smooth for him the path to bliss. 
But he who is a miser and thinks himself self-sufficient and gives the lie to the best, We will indeed make 
smooth for him the path to misery, nor will his wealth profit him when he goes to his grave.” (92:1-11) 
 
The contrast between the unsuccessful and the successful is made vivid: 
“Therefore do I (Allah) warn you of a blazing fire. None shall burn therein but the most unfortunate ones, 
who give the lie to Truth and turn their backs. But those most devoted to Allah will be removed far from it.” 
(92:14-17) 
 
And who are these fortunate ones? 
(92:18) “Those who spend their wealth for increase in self-purification” (Allazi Yu’tee Ma’ Lahu Yatazakka. 
The Arabic root word zaka implies both increase in, and purification of, wealth.) 
(92:19) “And have in their minds no favor from anyone for which a reward is expected in return.” (This is 
the purification of intent: Charity is for the pleasure of Allah alone.) 
(92:20) “But only desire the countenance of their Lord, Most High.” 
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(Surah Duha is a Makkan Surah) 
Surah Ad-Duha (The Glorious Morning Light) (Verses 93:1-11) 
 
During the early days of revelation, there were some long pauses between revelations that filled the 
Prophet (saw) with anguish and anxiety. His detractors interpreted this as the Creator’s displeasure with 
him. The Surah reassured Muhammad (saw) that Allah had not abandoned him, that, on the contrary, He 
had elevated him. Although it was addressed specifically to the Prophet to soothe him at a trying time in 
his life, the Surah soothes anyone overwhelmed by life’s challenges. We should recite it in the small 
hours of the morning: just as dawn light floods the earth, so will the ineffable joy of the transcendent flood 
our hearts. Never despair, the Surah is saying in essence, for Allah is always with us! 
 
“By the glorious morning light, and by the night when it is still, your Sustainer has not forsaken you, nor is 
He displeased. And surely the Hereafter will be better for you than the present. And soon your Sustainer 
will give you what your heart desires and you will be well-pleased. Did He not find you an orphan and give 
you shelter? And He found you wandering, and He gave you guidance, and He found you in need, and 
made you independent. Do not, therefore, treat the orphan harshly, nor repulse him who seeks your help, 
and speak always of the blessings of your Lord.” (93:1-11) 
 
(Surah Inshirah is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Inshirah (The Expansion) (Verses 94:1-8) 
This is considered a continuation of Surah Ad-Duha. The two Surahs are frequently recited together. The 
Prophet (saw) was charged with a momentous responsibility that was destined to change the world. He 
had hardly any support in the beginning when he began preaching the message of Tawhid.  This 
consolation and promise from Allah lifted his spirit and steeled his heart. 
 
“Have we not comforted your heart and lightened your burden which has weighed heavily on your back, 
and raised high the esteem in which you are held?” (94:1-4) 
 
Allah assures His prophet that “so, surely, with every hardship comes ease; surely, with every hardship 
comes ease.” (94:5-6) 
 
Notice that the Quran does not say, after every hardship comes ease but with every hardship comes 
ease. Solutions to life’s difficulties lie within the difficulties themselves. 
 
What does it take to be aware of these latent solutions and be comforted? Patience. Even when the task 
at hand is completed, there cannot be any discontinuity in the doing of good. “Therefore, when you are 
free from your immediate task, still labor hard, and to your Lord turn all your attention.” (94:7-8) 
 
(Surah Tin is a Makki Surah) 
Surah At-Tin (The Fig) (Verses 95:1-8) 
Allah created Man in the best physical and spiritual forms. This fact is as real as the fig and the olive trees 
are real, as real as Mount Sinai, and as real as the holy city of Makkah. 
 
“By the Fig and the Olive, and the Mount of Sinai, and Makkah, the city of peace and security, we have 
created man in the best of molds.” (95:1-4) 
 
But unless man devotes himself to Allah and acts on His message with sincerity and urgency, his faith 
fades. “Thereafter, We reduce him to the lowest of the low, except the believers who do good works, and 



their reward will be everlasting.” (95:5-6) 
 
All humans have a Dr. Jekyll (good) and a Mr. Hyde (bad) in them. While one strives to do the right thing 
and serve humanity, the other tempts him into committing sins. The Quran asks: “What then, in view of 
this, could make you deny the faith? Is Allah not the best of judges?” (95:7-8) 
 
(Surah Alaq is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Alaq (The Blood Clot) (Verses 96:1-19) 
The first words of Quranic revelation that Prophet Muhammad (saw) received from Allah during the Night 
of Lailatul Qadr are contained in the first five verses of this Surah: “Read in the name of your Lord, who 
created! He created man from a clot of blood. Read! Your Lord is the most Bountiful, who, by the pen, 
taught man what he did not know.” (96:1-5) 
 
Notice the two key words “read” and “write.” The very first revelation stresses the importance of reading 
and writing, and by extension, of acquiring knowledge. 
 
The Prophet received revelations to warn man of his arrogant nature and remind him that there is no 
escaping accountability. “Indeed, man overreaches himself by thinking that he is self-sufficient. But to 
your Lord will all things return.” (96:6-8) 
 
The Surah warns disbelievers who try to prevent believers from praying and enjoining piety and 
righteousness: “See you one who forbids a devotee when he turns to pray? See you if he is on the road 
of guidance, or enjoins righteousness? You see how he denies the truth and turns away from it. Does he 
not realize that Allah is aware of everything? Let him beware!” (96:9-15) 
 
To the believer, Allah says, “Bow down in adoration, and bring yourself closer to Allah!” (96:19) 
 
(Surah Qadr is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Qadr (Power) (Verses 97:1-5) 
This is the only Surah in the Quran dedicated entirely to the importance of a single night, the Night of 
Power, which makes it unique. (In Surah Jumuah, we are reminded of the importance of the Friday 
congregational prayer but only the last 3 verses of the Surah (62:9-12) are about the Jumah prayer.) The 
first revelation came down on Lailatul Qadr, the Night of Power, to prophet Muhammad (saw), during the 
month of Ramadan when he was engaged in contemplation in a cave called Hira in a mountain called 
Jabal an-Nour, near Makkah. The revelations continued thereafter for 23 years. (The Surah definitively 
establishes that the first revelation of the Quran occurred during night and not during the day. Hence, it is 
during the night in Ramadan that we have special Taraweeh prayers with longer than usual recitations of 
the Quran and prolonged supplications.) 
 
According to scholars, the Surah opens with reference to the first five verses of Surah al-Alaq. This night 
is also referred to in Surah ad-Dukhan (44:3-6), a night in which “the fate and destiny of all creatures are 
carefully determined by Our command. We send messengers as a blessing from your Lord!” 
 
The Night of Power, (the word ‘Power’ suggests that Allah empowers us to transform ourselves for the 
better in this blessed night through heartfelt prayers, recitation of the Quran and intense supplications) is 
best sought in the last ten nights of Ramadan, for it is in the seeking that believers find joy and 
heightened spirituality. Muslims are exhorted to pray from the heart, with tears and in a confessional 
mode for past sins, and recite the Quran throughout the night, to receive Allah’s mercy and forgiveness. 
Lailatul Qadr is ultimately a matter of the heart. When dawn breaks after a night of intense prayer and 
supplications, some fortunate believers will experience ineffable spiritual joy. They are the ones who have 
found the Night of Power!  “We have indeed revealed this Message in the Night of Power. And what will 
explain to you what the Night of Power is? The Night of Power is better than a thousand months. Therein 
descend the angels and the Spirit (Jibreel) by Allah’s permission with all decrees. Peace, until the 
appearance of dawn!” (97:1-5) 
 
Notice the present tense implied by “descend.” This Night did not happen just once in the past but comes 
to us as a gift from Allah every year. And while the angels, freed from their regular duties and 
responsibilities, come down with decrees ordained by Allah, they are also accompanied by the ‘original’ 
and the most noble among them, angel Jibreel. 
 
The Night of Power is better than a “thousand” months. Literally, 1000 months translate to 83 years and 4 
months. Common sense dictates that these months do not recursively contain any Night of Power in 
them. In Arabic, however, “thousand” can imply “innumerable,” that is, beyond counting, denoting an 
extremely long period of Time that transcends our sense of earth-bound time. It can also mean that this 
Night is better than an entire lifetime if the average human lifetime comprises about 75 or so years. A 



single moment of enlightenment a believer may experience in the Night of Power can exceed “thousand” 
months because that single moment of insight and transcendence can transform a heart into a source of 
eternal spiritual bliss. Ramadan is truly a month of values, immense in both quantity and quality. It is for 
us to benefit from as many of these values as we can to guide us toward Jannatul Firdous. 
 
(Aisha (RA) once asked the Prophet (saw) what to recite if one finds Lailatul Qadr. The Prophet replied: 
“Say as often as you can: Allahumma Innaka ‘Afuwwun Tuhibbul Af’wa Fa’fu ‘Anni.” O Allah, surely You 
are forgiving, You love to forgive, so forgive me.) 
 
(Surah Baiyyina is a Madani Surah) 
Surah Al-Baiyyina (The Clear Evidence) (Verses 98:1-98:8) 
While those who deny the existence of One True God will suffer the consequences of their disbelief, 
“those who have faith and do righteous deeds, they are the best of creatures. Their reward is with Allah, 
gardens of eternity, beneath which rivers flow. They will dwell therein forever, Allah well-pleased with 
them and they with Him. All this for such as fear their Lord and Cherisher.” (98:7-8) 
 
Notice the merging of the Divine and the human will in “Allah well-pleased with them and they with Him.” 
The good pleasure between the Creator and the created is mutual: the truly saved is one whose will has 
merged with Allah’s universal will. The “fear” in “such as fear their Lord” is the fear to offend His Law and 
is thus akin to love. 
 
(Surah Zilzal is a Madani Surah) 
Surah Al-Zilzal (The Convulsion) (Verses 99:1-8) 
The hour of universal Resurrection will be preceded by an enormous earthquake that will manifest itself in 
different ways: “When the earth is shaken to her utmost convulsion, and the earth throws up her burden 
from within, and man cries, ‘what is the matter with her?’” (99:1-3), the present order of life as we know it 
will be dissolved and a new world of truth and justice will replace it. The doer of good deeds is given this 
assurance: “Then shall anyone who has done an atom’s weight of good will see it,” (99:7), while “… 
anyone who has done an atom’s weight of evil will see it.” (99:8) 
 
(Surah Adiyat is a Makkan Surah) 
Surah Al-Adiyat (Those that Run) (Verses 100:1-11) 
The Surah opens with a vivid image: horses panting and jostling against each other, their hooves striking 
the ground creating sparks of fire, and fearless riders charging forward. For disbelievers trying to defend 
their false beliefs, such scenes represent the moment of truth when they realize the errors of their ways. 
Yet the Surah addresses everyone (even the most ardent believer may be swayed by unworthy desires 
during unguarded moments) when it states: “Truly man is ungrateful toward his Lord … and violent is he 
in his love of wealth.” (100:6-8) 
 
(Each one of us needs to ask: Do we obsessively seek wealth and power? Because if we do, it can take 
us away from life’s purpose, which is to worship Allah, act on His commands and gain His pleasure.) 
 
(Surah Qaria is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Qaria (The Day of Clamor) (Verse 101:1-11) 
On the Day of Judgment, successful will be those “… whose balance of good deeds will be heavy” 
(101:6) but those “… whose balance of good deeds will be light” (101:7) will suffer severe punishment. 
 
(Surah Takathur is a Makki Surah) 
Surah At-Takathur (Piling Up) (Verses 102:1-8) 
The Surah is a warning to anyone obsessed with worldly things. This is a person who pays no heed to the 
Hereafter. Worshiping wealth, power, technology, pleasure and such is an insidious form of idol 
worshiping. On the Day of Judgment, the hoarders and the graspers, the sybarites and the deniers, will 
be questioned about the wealth and the power they accumulated and their lack of gratitude to Allah for 
life’s bounties. “The mutual rivalry for piling up worldly things diverts you from the more serious things, 
until you visit the graves. But you will soon know the reality … Were you to know with certainty of mind, 
you would beware! You will certainly see hellfire. Again, you will see it with the eye of certainty! Then you 
will be questioned on that Day about the pleasure you indulged in!” (102:1-8) 
 
(Muhammad Asad (1900-1992), Islamic scholar par excellence, described in his incomparable spiritual 
autobiography, The Road to Mecca, how this Surah became the catalyst for his conversion from Judaism 
to Islam.) 
 
(Surah Asr is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Asr (The Flight of Time) (Verses 103:1-3) 
Only the Quran can capture the essence of eternity and the fallibility and redemption of human beings in 



three verses: “By the flight of time, surely man is in loss, except  for those who have faith and do good 
works, who exhort each other to truth and who exhort each other to patience.” (103:1-3) 
 
There is no doctrine of original sin in Islam, no concept of built-in sinfulness that makes humans unworthy 
of salvation. Instead, the Quran affirms that humankind is in a state of loss and forgetfulness and, 
therefore, in constant need of reminders. The loss can be overcome in four ways: 1) Iman or faith, which 
must translate to engagement in just and noble actions 2) Doing of good deeds 3) Encouraging and 
counseling each other to uphold the truth and 4) Encouraging and counseling each other to patience, 
particularly in adversity. 
 
(What is time? It is important to reflect on time because there are 75 references to it in the Quran. We talk 
of the “arrow of time” in which time moves relentlessly forward, never back. This time that we experience 
is linear and irreversible, like entropy (disorder) in a physical system that always increases but never 
decreases. Time is relative and can dilate (expand) as Einstein showed in his Special Theory of 
Relativity: A moving clock ticks more slowly than a clock at rest. The fabric of the Cosmos consists of 
space-time in which is encoded the texture of reality. This is physical time, a time not just of duration but 
of motion, transition, change. But we also experience time in cycles in which nature’s rhythms manifest in 
countless, reversible ways. Day follows night, seasons follow one another, the moon waxes and wanes, 
tide ebbs and flows, birds migrate and return, salmons swim upstream to spawn and die to begin the 
salmon life cycle anew. We too are tuned to our circadian rhythms when we awaken, eat and sleep at 
regular intervals. There is subjective and emotional time, the time of memory, loss and love, the recursive 
time that contains other times, as T.S. Eliot observed: “Time present and time past/Are both perhaps 
present in time future/And time future contained in time past.” Then there is the spiritual time that 
transcends physical time, redolent in the story of the Companions of the Cave (The Sleepers) in Surah 
Kahf. The time inside the cave is different from time outside, the chronology more metaphysical than 
physical. The Sleepers stepped out of the stream of time and then stepped back into it, touching infinity 
while being circumscribed by the finite. As much as the nature of time can engage our senses and 
intellect, what the profoundly powerful Surah Asr tells us is that the best way to honor time is to focus on 
how we spend it, for how we spend our time is how we spend our life. And what is the best way to spend 
time? By doing good deeds, by encouraging one another to the Truth, by motivating one another to 
patience. Notice how the reference to Truth is followed by a reference to patience. It is as if the two are 
entwined, just as space and time are entwined to form the fabric of the Cosmos.) 
 
(Food for thought: Sura Asr (103) appears between Sura Takathur (102) and Sura Humaza (104). 
Takathur talks about mutual rivalry in piling up wealth while Humaza talks about scandal mongers who 
pile up wealth. The positioning of Sura Asr between these two Suras is instructive. While in Sura Asr, the 
exhortation is for truth and patience, in Sura Balad (90:17) there is also the exhortation for enjoining 
kindness and compassion. Practicing these virtues – truth, patience, kindness and compassion – can 
raise our status in the sight of Allah.) 
 
(Surah Humaza is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Humaza (The Slanderer) (Verses 104:1-9) 
The sins of the tongue are probably the easiest of sins to fall into, making them that much deadlier for 
families, communities and society in general. Scandal-mongering (talking or suggesting evil of women or 
men by word, innuendo, sarcasm, mockery, insult), and backbiting (detracting from someone’s character 
behind her or his back, even if what is being said is true) are sins that a believer must avoid at all cost. 
The miser and the hoarder who hoards wealth in the mistaken belief that it will save him from hellfire is 
delusional. “Woe to every scandal-monger and backbiter, who piles up wealth and hoards it, thinking that 
his wealth will make him last forever! By no means! He will be sure to be thrown into that which breaks to 
pieces. And what will explain to you what breaks to pieces? It is a blazing fire …” (104:1-6) 
 
(Surah Fil is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Fil (The Elephant) (Verses: 105:1-5) 
Pride and power can be undone in an instant by Allah’s command. That is what happened to Abraha, 
ruler of Abyssinia, who invaded Makkah with his army and some elephants in the year of the Prophet’s 
(saw) birth, intending to destroy the Ka’ba. Then a miracle happened. A flock of birds rained down stones 
on the invading army and annihilated it. “Do you see how your Lord dealt with the companions of the 
elephant? Did He not make their treacherous plan go astray? And he sent against them a flight of birds, 
striking them with stones of baked clay. Then did He make them like an empty field …” (105:1-5) 
 
(Surah Quraish is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Quraish (Verses 106:1-4) 
More than any other tribe in Arabia, it was the Quraish who were expected to be grateful to the Creator 
for the bounty He provided them. They were the custodian of Makkah, the hub of commerce, and owners 
of the caravans of trade, that brought them immense profit throughout the year. Yet they continued on 



their arrogant and idol-worshiping ways. “Let them worship the Lord of this House, who provided them 
with food against hunger, and with security against danger.” (106:3-4) 
 
(Surah Ma’un is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Ma’un (Neighborly Needs) (Verses 107:1-7) 
Faith is not mere declaration of belief but also acting on the noble impulses it inspires. Sometimes it is 
more important to identify what negates faith than what promotes it. So, who are the arrogant, selfish 
ones who may exhibit outward aspects of faith but are among the lost? “… such is the one who repulses 
the orphan and does not encourage the feeding of the indigent. So woe to the worshipers who are 
neglectful of their prayers, those who only want to be seen by people, and who even refuse to supply 
neighborly needs.” (107:2-7) 
 
(Notice the importance Islam places on neighbors, irrespective of race or religion. The Prophet (saw) said: 
“By Allah, he is not a believer whose neighbor does not feel safe from him.” He also said: “He is not a 
believer whose stomach is full while his neighbor goes hungry.” In the middle of our affluent Silicon 
Valley, there are thousands of people who are homeless. There are pockets of poverty in prosperous 
regions of America where residents barely get a square meal a day. While many Muslim charities in 
America regularly feed the hungry and the homeless, we, as individuals, should also be proactive in 
ensuring that our neighbors take comfort in our presence in their midst, that they can count on our help 
when they need it.) 
 
(Surah Kauthar is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Kauthar (Abundance) (108:1-3) 
Prophet Muhammad (saw) had seven children, 3 boys and 4 girls (although some reports say 2 boys and 
4 girls). Usually it is the children who bury their parents but in the Prophet’s case, he buried six of them, 
including sons Qasim and Abdullah who died in their infancy. Only Fatima (RA) survived him but she too 
passed away six months after his death. Allah addresses this short Surah directly to His Prophet to 
console him on the death of his children and to assure him that the pagans who taunted him and vented 
their venom against him were the real losers. (The message, however, is timeless and consoles anyone 
who has suffered incalculable losses.)  “To you We have granted the fountain of abundance. Therefore, 
to your Lord turn in prayer and sacrifice. For he who hates you, he will be cut off from any hope.” (108:1-
3) 
 
(Surah Kafirun is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Kafirun (The Unbelievers) (Verses 109:1-6) 
The Quran is clear on the coexistence of different religions: No use of force can ever be justified to 
compel people to embrace a specific religion. There should be mutual respect and constructive dialogue 
between religious faiths. “Say, O you who reject faith, I worship not that which you worship, nor will you 
worship that which I worship, and I will not worship that which you worship, nor will you worship which I 
worship. To you, your religion, and to me, mine.” (109:2-6) 
 
(Surah Nasr is a Madani Surah) 
Surah An-Nasr (Help) (Verses 110:1-3) 
This Surah was revealed toward the end of the Prophet’s (saw) life and was understood by his 
companions as a portent for his impending departure from the earth. We should all be humble before 
Allah, acknowledge our frailties, bear setbacks with patience and attribute our successes to Him. “When 
comes the help of Allah, and victory, and you see people enter Allah’s religion in droves, celebrate the 
praises of your Lord, and pray for His forgiveness, for He is the one Who repeatedly forgives.” (110:1-3) 
 
(Surah Masad is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Masad (The Flame) (Verses 111:1-5) 
Abu Lahab, an uncle of the Prophet (saw), was one of his fiercest enemies, as was Abu Lahab’s wife. 
Both were given ample opportunities to reconsider their position, but both remained bitter enemies of 
Islam to the end. The Surah predicts their end: “Perish the hands of the father of flame, perish he. No 
profit to him from his wealth and his gains. Burnt soon will he be in a fire of blazing flame! His wife shall 
carry the crackling wood as fuel, a twisted rope of fiber around her neck.” (111:1-5) “Perish” in this case, 
of course, means that in the Sight of Allah, in spite of his wealth and influence, Abu Lahab was the 
ultimate failure. 
 
(Surah Ikhlas is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Ikhlas (Purity of Faith) (Verses 112:1-112:4) 
The principle of Tawhid is the soul of Islam: God is One. This Surah, considered to be equivalent to ‘one 
third’ of the Quran, gives a concise definition of Islam: “Say, He is Allah, the One. Allah, the eternal, 
absolute. He begets not, neither is He begotten. And No one is equal to Him.” (112:1-4) 
 



(Surah Falaq is a Makki Surah) 
Surah Al-Falaq (The Daybreak) (Verses 113:1-4) 
This, and the following Surah, asks us to seek refuge in Allah from all kinds of fear and superstition, both 
external and internal. External dangers are the focus in this Surah: “Say: I seek refuge with the Lord of 
the Daybreak, from the mischief of created things, from the mischief of the darkness as it overspread, 
from the mischief of those who blow on knots, and from the mischief of the envious one as he practices 
envy.” (113:1-5) 
 
(Surah Nas is a Makki Surah) 
Surah An-Nas (Mankind) (Verses 114:1-5): The last Surah of the Quran asks us to trust in Allah as our 
one and only protector, especially against the whispers of evil within our own hearts. “Say: I seek refuge 
with the Lord and Cherisher of mankind, the King of mankind, the God of mankind, from the mischief of 
the whisperer of evil, who withdraws after his whisper, who whispers into the hearts of mankind.” (113:1-
5) 
 
(The last two Suras of the Quran (113 and 114) are sometimes referred to as “Verses of Refuge” or “Al-
Mu’awwidhatayn,” because both begin with “Say: I seek refuge with the Lord of …”) 
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