Y Y Y Y Y e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o

A BA Younus

o1 AkdiiaE g0

In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

Name
The Surah takes its name fromAyat 98, in which there is a
reference to ProphetYunus(Jonah). The name, as usual, |
symbolical and does not indicate that the Surah deals wit
the story of Prophet Jonah.
Period of Revelation

We learn from traditions, and this is supported by the
contents of the Surah itself, that tis entire Surah was
revealed at Makkah. But there are some people who are
the opinion, that some of its verses were revealed atl-#|%
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Madinah. This Is, however, a superficial view. Th
continuity of the theme clearly shows that this does nc
comprise isolated verses or discourses that were revealed
different times and on different occasions. On the contrary
it is, from the beginning to the end, a closely connecte
discourse which must have been revealed at one sittir
Besides this, the nature of its theme is itself a clear pro
that the Surah belongs to the Makkan period.
Time of Revelation

We have no tradition in regard to the time of is revelation,
but its subject matter gives clear indication that it must
have been revealed during the last stage of the Proplie
(peace be upon himyesidence at Makkah. For the mode o
the discourse suggests that at the time of its revelation, t|
antagonism of the opponents of the Message had become
Intense that they could not tolerate even the presence of t
Prophet (peace be upon him)and his followers amonc
themselves, and that things had come to such a pass a:
leave no hope that they would ever understand and acce
the Message of the Prophefpeace be upon him) This
Indicates that the last stage of the Prophé& (peace be upor
him) life among these people had come, and the fine
warning like the one in this Surah had to be given. Thes
characteristics of the discourse are clear proof that it wa
revealed during the last stage of thenovement at Makkah.

Another thing that determines more specifically the ordel
of the Surahs of the last stage at Makkah is the mention («
absence) of some open or covert hint aboutijrat

(emigration) from Makkah. As this Surah does not contain
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any hint whatsoever about this, it is a proof that it precede
thoseSurahs which contain it.
Now that we have specified the time of its revelation, thel
IS no need of repeating its historical background becau:
that has already been stated in Surahal-Maidah and Al-
Anaam.

Subject
This discourse deals with the invitation to themessage
admonition and warning. In the very introductory verses,
the invitation has been extended like this:
The people consider it a strange thing that thisnessage i
being conveyed by a human being and charge him wi
sorcery, whereas there is nothing strange in it nor has
any connection with sorcery or sooth saying. It simpl
Informs you of two realities. First, Allah, Who has createc
the universe and manages it isin fact, your Master and
Lord, and He alone is entitled to your worship. The secon
reality i1s that after the life in this world, there will be
another life in the next world, where you shall have tc
render full account of the life of this world and be
rewarded or punished according to whether you adopte
the righteous attitude as required by Him after
acknowledging Him as your Masters or acted against Hi
will. Both of these realities, which the Messengdipeace be
upon him) is presenting before you, are realitiesin
themselves whether you acknowledge them as such or n
He is inviting you to accept these and regulate your lives
accordance with them If you accept thes, you will have a
very blessed end, otherwise you shdl meet with euvil
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consequences.
Topics
After the introduction, the following topics have been dedl
with in an appropriate order:
1. Proofs of the doctrines ofTauhid, providence andlife-
after-death have been given by such arguments as m
satisfy the minds and hearts of those who listen to tr
message without prejudice and bigotry with the sol
Intention of safeguarding themselves against deviation ar
Its evil results and not for the sake of seeking opportunitie
for useless discussions.
2. Those misunderstandings which were (and always ar
hindering people from accepting the doctrines oflTauhid
and the Hereafter, have been removed and they have be
warned to guard against those negligencehat stand in
their way.
3. Those doubts have been removed and answers to the
objections given which were being raised about th
Prophethood of Muhammad (peace be upon him) and th
message brought by him.
4. Graphic descriptions of the life in the Hereafter have
been presented in order to warn the people beforehand :
that they should mend their ways here and be not sorr
afterwards for their conduct in this world.
5. They have been admonished and warned that the life
this world is really a test and a trial, and that the time
allowed for it is only up to the last moment of the earthly
life, and that this is the only opportunity that shall be giver
to them for accepting themessage and achieving success
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the test. Therefore, they should make the best use of t
opportunity that has been provided for them by the
appointment of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon hinr
for their guidance and obtain the true knowledge of the
reality from the Quran that is being sent down to him
Otherwise, they shall be remorseful foever and ever.

6. Their attention has been drawn to some of their acts ¢
manifest ignorance and deviation which were the direc
result of discarding divine guidance from their lives.

In this connection, the story of Prophet Noah(peace be
upon him) has been related in brief and that of Prophe
Moses (peace be upon him)in detail in order to impress
four things on the minds:

First, as your behavior towards Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him) is like that of the peoples of Propls
Noah and Moses(peace be upon themjowards them, you
should know it for certain that you shall also meet with the
same cosequences which they met with. Secondly,oy
should not be deluded into believing by the helpless ar
weak condition of the Prophet(peace be upon himpand his
followers, you are witnessing today, that it will alway:
remain like this. You should know that the same A}
Powerful Allah Who supported Prophets Moses and Aarol
(peace be upon them)s supporting them and that He
changes the circumstances in such a sudden and thorou
manner that none can foresee it.Thirdly, i f you do not
make use of the term that has been granted to you by Alle
and mend your ways now, and postpone this to the la
moment like Pharaoh, your repentance shall not be
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accepted. Lastly thefollowers of the Prophet (peace be
upon him) have been reassured that they should not lo:
heart because of the severity of the circumstances creat
by their opponents, especially at the time when the
themselves were in an utterly helpless condition. They ha
also been given instructions as to how they should carry ¢
their mission under those harsh conditions. Moreoveithey
have been warned to be on their guard against the kind
behavior which was adopted by the Israelites, when the
were rescued by Allah from the tyranny of the People ¢
Pharaoh.

7. At the end of the Surah, the Prophet(peace be upor
him) has been commanded to maka declaration to this
effect: This is the creed and this is the rule of conduct tha
has been prescribed for me by AllahNo change can b
made at all in this He whowill accept this will do so for his
own good andthe onewill reject this will do so at his own
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In thenameof Allah, | Ad 9% @& A W@w
Most Gracious, L. £OA

Most Merciful. A% ¢ Q0 adey
1. Alif. Lam. Ra. oy B = WAL E” ey
These are verses of Rclit I ¢ ®F %J%*Jﬂ@ M
the Book, full of I §.Py éééﬁé:
wisdom. !

*1 This introductory verse contains a subtle answer t
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those foolish peoplewho presumed that the discourses
which the Messenger(peace be upon him) was presentin
as the Quman, were nothing more than eloquent speeche
poetic lofty thoughts, and some preidtions like those of the
soothsayers. Theg are being warned that the Quranis not
what they supposed it to be but this is the Book of wisdor
and that if they did not pay due attention to it, they would

deprlveBt m%elves of W|sdom 5
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2. Is it for mankind | - xm“ P
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good tidings to 7

those who believed 5 45 il adh oy ’8&“ %’ @r’ M

that they shall have , \

a true status with (19 A3 28, 0 %W}Bﬁ
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*2 This guestion has been posed to impress on them thal
they considered the matter cody, they themselves woulc
come to the conclusion that:
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(a) There is nothing strange in appointing a man to wart
his fellow men of the consequences of neglecting t
Message. For it is obvious that a man, and notjann nor an
angel nor any other being, was the proper messenger ft
human beings.

(b) There is nothing strange in it that the Creator and Lord
of mankind should make arrangements for the guidance c
erring human beings; nay, it would have been strange if H
had made no such arrangements, and

(c) There is nothing strange in this that real honor anc
success should come to those who accept the guidance
nott ose WhR reject it.
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*3 They dubbed him nevi dent baitodidc mor
consider whether the epithet approprately applied to him
or not. It is obvious that the mere fact that he was movin
the hearts and influencing the minds of lhe believers with
his eloquencewas not a sufficient proof that he was usin:
magic to achieve this object. And it is not difficult at all to
distinguish rhetoric of a Messenger from that of ar
sorcerer for these are quite distinct from each other in their
nature, in the objectives for which they are used and in th
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effect they produce on the lives of the believers. Tt
irresponsible sorcerer does not care at all whether what h
utters is correct, just and righteous because his only obje
IS to influence the hearts of the hearers in order to achie\
his own unlawful ends. That is why he does not hesitate
all to utter any false, exaggerated or unjust thing, if i
serves his purpose. For his only aim is to produce ¢
emotional effect in order to deceive the people by using ¢
artificially ornamented and exaggerated language rathe
than to state things of wisdom. As a result of this, his talk |
contradictory, imbalanced and unsystematic. As his so
object is selfinterest, he abuses his rhetoric fo
exploitation, or for sowing seeds of discord or for settin
one party againg the other. Therefore, thesorcerer fails to
produce any high moral effects on the lives of the people
to imbue them with any righteous thoughts or to urge then
to noble deeds or to bring about any healthy change in the
lives; nay, as a result ofhis magic the people begin tc
exhibit even worse qualities than they did before.

Thus it is implied that by the application of this criterion,
the charge of the unbelievers thatiThis man is a manifest
sorcerero is refuted, for it means to say to them You
yourselves ae witnessing that the talk of this personis
wise, systematic, balanced, right and just. Every word h
utters is welkthought out and everything he says is mo:
valuable and precious. His eloguence aims at nothing b
reform of the people. There is not the least tinge ¢
personal, family, national or any other worldly interest in
his talk. His only intention and desire is to warn the peopl
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of the consequences of their negligence and to invite the
to the way of their own good. Then consider the effects
his eloquence and you will find that they are quite differen
from those produced by the rhetoric of the enchantersThe
lives of all those who have been influenced by him ha
been so reformed that they have become models of hi
moral character and excellent conduct. Therefore, yo
should consider the matér and decide for yourselve:
whether, heisgan enchanter or a prophej,
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3. Indeed, vyour . 2.8 .. B
Lord is Allah, He nk Ea“':G#LA@

A
who created the g | OB e 1
heavens and the ra # e

A
earth in six days, 4rgm§‘eﬁf2~@ 5
then He establishec B )
Himself upon the R# 3“"@@2 ac .’z

Throne, managing . g£M _ A,
all affairs. * There T | o 31:9A§\ L/

is notanyintercessor S a (g, 1% !@{mlh ﬁ
except after His 5

permission. > That | § #I'/LE 2% €
Is Allah, your Lord, B.
so worship Him. © "I:ﬁﬁ"“ @ B%:Ai!E
Will you then not “Ina g b
take heed.’ AR

*4 This Is to Impress the fact that after creating the
universe, Allah has not cut off connection with it, but ha:
sat Himself upon His Throne and is practically directing
and conducting andgoverning each and every part of it

The foolish people think that after creating the universe
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Allah has left it to itself or to others to explat it as they will.
But the Quran refutes this and says that Allanh Himself i
governing His entire creation and He has kept all the
powers and the reins of government in His own hands ar
whatever is taking place in each and every part of th
universe Is happening with His command or permission. i
short, He is not only the Creator but also the Ruler
Designer andSupporter of the universe, which is working
In accordance with His will. (See also E.N 40, 41 ofSurah
Al -ﬁ\aa‘rgaf). M A
A e (51 & o Wotare @ wis o Vo ol
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*5 This Is to emphasize the other side of the matter. He
All-Powerful and there is none who dare make even
recommendation to Him about anything not to speak of
Interfering with His management of affairs so as to caus
any change in His decrees or in the making or marring c
anyones fate. The most one can do is to make
supplication to Him but it all depends on His will to grant
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or reject it. There is none so powerful in His Kingdom as t«
have his own way in anything or to get hi
recommendations through anyhow.
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*6 After stating the bare fact that Allah alone is the Lord,
people are being tad the kind of conduct that factdemands
from them. That is, when Allah alone is your Lord, you
should worship Him alone.In this connection, it should alsc
be notal that just as the Arabic word Rabb implies three
things namely Providence, Supremacy and Sareignty,
likewise the Arabic word ibadat also contains three
correspondingimplications.
(1) Worship: As Allah is his sole Providence, man shoul
show his gratitude to Him by worshiping Him alone. He
should pray and supplicate to Him and bow his head i
reverence to Him and none else.
(2) Servitude: As Allah is the only Supreme Being, mal
should behave like His servant and slave and should n
adopt the attitude of independence towards Him nor shoul
he subject himself to the mental or practical servitude ¢
anyone else.

(3) Obedience As Allah is his sole Sovereign, man shou
obey His commands, and follow Hislaw, and he shoulc
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neither become his own sovereign nor should F
acknowledge anyone else as hievgerei

I
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*7 That is, will you not then understand the implications of
the reality that has been expounded? Will you not ope
your eyes and see the misunderstandings which have be
misleading you into wrong ways opposed to Réagy ? Will
you persist in them? o
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4. To Him is your | _ U‘"I@{‘la” 5 . £ A -

return all together. £ 13 ok % m %
® The promise of xa; 3 LA B[R cwas 38 Ace::
alah i wuth, B (G, A LR
Indeed, He begins & & ic E

the creat_log,then He d]«B*% Ba, ﬁhﬂ"m )W’W
repeats it, ” that He M ~ A =,
may reward those p GaE R R l(ﬁﬁ g @JM
who believed and A S D A A

did righteous deeds Be by iR :

in justice. And those y a«o‘"ﬁf‘@‘Aﬁ 2 Erc

who disbelieved,for

them is a drink of @@301506"

scalding water and

painful punishment aBz;Er'%‘Ecpzfgnf‘
for what they used

to disbelieve.1°

*8 This Is the second basic principle of the teachings
every prophet; nYou shall have to return to your Lord and
render an account of all you did in this worldo The first
principle has been stated in the preceding verse:Allah
alone Is your Lord: therefore worshiponly Him. g
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*9 This sentence contains both a statement and its proc
The statement is,fAllah will again bring to life all human
beingsp and the proof is,iThis is as easy for Allah a it was

to create t he nihetoheewhd acknavkedgd
that Allah has originated all creation (and who can den
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this except those atheists who accepted the absurd theory
A eeation without a creatoro merely to get a plea for
discarding the religion of the Christian clergy?) cannoi
consider this asAmpossibIe or irrational.
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*10 The reason why Allah will again bring the whole
mankind to life is to reward the believers and to punish the
disbelievers. After showing that this is possible to raise tF
dead, it is stated that it is absolutely necessary tfulfill the
demands of commonsense and justice, for full justice
cannot be done without this. Commonsense and justice
demand that those who believe and do righteous dee
should be given their full rewards, and those who disbeliev
and reject the truth and do evil deeds, should be dul
punished. As every sensible and just person knows that tr
demand of justice is not fulfilled in its entirety, and canno!
be fulfilled, in this world. It is absolutely essential that the
entire mankind should again be brought tolife for this
purpose. (See also E.N. 30, Surah Maraf and E.N. 105,
Surah Hud.) A
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5 It iIs He who
made the sun a
radiance and the
moon a light, and
measured out for it
stagesthat you may
know the number of
the years, and the
reckoning (of dates).
Allah did not create
this but in truth. He
explains in detailthe
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alternation of the
night and the day,
and what has
created Allah in the
heavens and

the | ~
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revelations for y
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knowledge. |
6. Indeed, in the »&ba (K WGy ¢
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earth, are indeed gz @ 2@ A
signs for a people a'w

. *11
who fear. 11

*11 This is the third argument in proof of the doctrine of
the life in the Hereafter. It is based on AlahG
manifestations in the heavens and on the earth. Tt
greatest and mos manifest of these are the sunhe moon
and the alternation of the night and day, for these are eve
present before each and every human being. All the:
clearly show that the Creator of this great and vas
universe is not a child who has made all this for mere fu
and will break it up when he is satiated with it. Thes¢
manifestations of His are a clear proof of the fact that thi
Creator is All-Wise, for there is a system, a wisdom,
design and a serious object in each and every particle of
creation. These seem, as it were, to saywhen you
yourselves learn from the signs and manifestatis of His
wisdom that He is AlFWise, how can you, then, expect the
He will not call man to acount after granting him common
sense, moral feelings, independent responsibility ar
authority to exploit His endless resources, and that He wi
not reward those who make the right use of thesend
punish those who abuse them?

Thus, It has become obvious that inAyats 4-6, three
arguments have been given in their logical order to presel
the doctrine of the Hereafter:

(1) The fact of the origination of life in this world is a proof
that life in the next world is also possible.

(2) There must be life in the Hereafter, because it
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essential for the recompense of the deeds that one does, |
of the use or abuse one makes of the moral responsibiliti
that have been entrusted to man. Therefre, it is the
demand of commonsense and justice that there must b
another world in which one should bear the consequenc:
of his deeds, for this is not possible in this world.

(3) When commonsense and justice demand that ther
must be life in the Hereafter, this need will surely b
satisfied, for the Creator of man and the universe is All
Wise, and it cannot be conceived that the AlWise will not
satisfy the demands of commosense and justice.

A seriousthinking will show that these are the only possibl
arguments for the proof of the life in the Hereafter anc
these suffice, too. After this the only thing that might be
demanded in this connection is that it should be actuall
demonstrated before man to convince him that this thing i
possible, necessary and demanded by the Wisdom of Alle
But it is obvious that this will not be done in this world for
this is for the trial of man and not for recompense, anc
Allah wills to test whether man believes in the Hereafte
without seeing it, merely by his reasoning on the right lines
Besides this, the wordsin H explains in detail the signs for
a people who have knowledgeand fiAre indeed signs for ¢
peoplewhofear Al | arb worthy of serious consideration
These wordsimply this: Allah has in His wisdom spreac
such signs in each and every manifestation of His as clea
point to the realities that are hidden behind them; but only
those people can reach to those realities, who (a) fr
themselves from the prejudices of ignorance and acquil
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knowledge from the sources with which Allah has provide
man for this purpose, and(b) have the intention of avoiding
wrong ways and foIIowmg theright way.
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7.  Indeed, those |ng8/ [@i—fAﬂ § ﬁ

who do not expec

the meeting with Us, A g B e
. ! -~ Z 7 a ( -
and are contentwith ® 3

the life of the world,  Egca @2 Haph

and are satisfied
with it. And those 2 53&/“2*@11 >

who are of Our ,Qg
signs,neglectful. -{

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Y Y P Y Y P 9 e Y Y i e s e e e Y o P e e o A e e o P e e e e v e e s i s e e e sl i o A vl o A e e



Y Y Y Y Y e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o

X X X X o X 2 X 2 X X 20 X 2 X 2 Yo X 5 X 2 Yo X 5 X 2 X X e X 2 X 2 X X 50 X 2 0 X 2 0 X 26 50 X 5 5 X 2 5 X0 X0 5 X X0 5 X0 X 0 X X0 0

8. Those, their @ . . H
abode is the Fire &% 3rey B} & v

because of what _g7 BaBmJ RET (U
they used to earn
12 *12

*12 This passa@ also contains a statement and its proc
The statement is that those who reject the doctrine of th
Hereafter shall inevitably go to Hell and its proof is that
those who reject or pay no heed to this, commit such e
deeds as deserve nothing less than the fire of Hell. The f:
which is supported by the experience of thousands of yeal
IS that those who do not consider themselves responsil
and accountable to God in the Hereafter, go astray int
wrong ways for lack of any control over themselves, an
commit immoralities and fill God& earth with tyranny,
chaos and filth and thus merit Hell. This is inevitable. If &
man leads his life on the presumption that there is no othe
life, he will have no fear that he shall have to render a fu
account of all his deeds in this world. Therefore his sole ai
In this life will be to win, by hook or by crook, prosperity,
happiness, fame and power in this world. Naturally thes
materialistic attitudes make people heedless of th@gns of
Allah and mislead them into wrong ways that lead to Hell.
The above argument for the doctrine of the Hereafter is i
its nature different from the previous three arguments.
This 1s based on the knowledge gained by hume
experience while the former were based on ration:
reasoning. Though here only a hint has been given about
the same has been stated in tel in other places in the
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Quran. This is the argument in brieft Human beings cannot
adopt individually or collectively the right attitude towards
life unless the doctrine of accountability to God is deepl
embedded in their hearts. The fact that human beings beg
to behave erroneously, if and when their belief in thi
doctrine disappears or becomes weak, is borne out by
long experience. Had not the creed of the Hereafter bes
real, its acceptance or rejection would not have produce
the results inevitably and continuously for centuries. The
fact that the acceptance of a doctrine should hay
continuously produced right sort of results, and its denia
wrong results, is a clear proof that it is real. Though the
premises of the above argument and the conclusion drav
from these are clear and closely connected, there arsome
people who do not agree with this proposition. They argu
their point like this. There are many instances of peopl
who deny the Hereafter and base their moral philosoph
and their rule of conduct on atheism and materialismstill
they possess high moral characters and abstain from eve
sort of evil. In short, they are virtuous in their affairs and
render great services to the people. But a little thinking wil
show that this is a weak argument. If we probe into th
materialistic philosophies and systems, we shall find that &
these lack solid foundations for the moral excellence ar
practical virtuous deeds; therefore they cannot produc
those qualities with which the atheists and the materialist
are credited. Indeed no such motivating factors exist i
those philosophies as may produce the qualitiesf
righteousness, honesty, trust worthiness, justice,

b3 3 5 56 3 50 56 0 5 b 0 06 3 b o 0f 3 3 b 0 3 b ob 0 36 b 3 0b b b 3 0 b b 3 0 0 08 b b b 56 06 06 06 38 3 b 3 0 5b 06 0b o8 3 b b 0b b 0 0 3

Y Y P Y Y P 9 e Y Y i e s e e e Y o P e e o A e e o P e e e e v e e s i s e e e sl i o A vl o A e e



Y Y Y Y Y e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o

X X X X o X 2 X 2 X X 20 X 2 X X Yo X 5 X 2 Yo X 5 X 2 X X e X 2 X 2 X X 50 X 2 0 X0 2 0 X0 26 50 X 5 2 X 2 5 X0 X0 5 X X0 5 X0 X0 00 X X0 0

compassion, generosity, sacrifice, sympathy.elé control,
purity, the fulfillment of duties, obligations and pledges anc
the like. The only alternative to the doctrines offauhid and
the Hereafter is utilitarianism which might become the
basis for a practical moral system, for all the othe
philosophies are merely hypothetical and impracticable. |
IS quite obvious that the motivating power of utilitarianism
IS very limited because it is incapable otarrying a person
farther than utility itself. Therefore the one who believes i
this doctrine will consider a virtue afivirtue o only as long
as it is useful to his avn person, family, society etcand will
direct all his efforts towards promoting their welfare and
happiness and will adhere to moral qualities only as long ¢
they are conducive to his own good or to that of his ow
pegole. But he will discard these virtueswhen he is
convinced that these will be harmful. That is why ¢
utilitarian does not believe in absolute morality but adopts
truth or falsehood, honesty or dishonesty, faithfulness o
treachery, justice or injustice, in short, any virtue or vice
that may suit the occasion and beuseful for his own
Interests.

Nevertheless, if there be any wholders of absolute
morality from among the disbelievers of Allah and the
Hereafter, they could not have gden these virtues from the
doctrine of utilitarianism but from those latent religious
Influences that might have remained embedded in the
hearts without their conscious knowledge. Such a person
In fact, indebted to religion for his moral excellences
though he may be attributing these to secularism anc
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materialism, for he cannot point out anything, whatsoever

In them that might hav\(; motivated those virtues.
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9.Indeed, thosewho 2P 2“1z @ > A Dk e PR b
believed and did &R > mﬂm
righteous deedswill f‘?‘UK é’l 2y @ _
guide them their aa
Lord because o -RA 2BIA«" #\f
their faith. Flowing | A A )
beneath them are ~E%%@@]ABQ d &
rivers in the gardens| =13 ¢

* }\"' Z@- &
of delight. 12 ozt f o 8

*13 We should not pass cursorily over this verse and shou
conside it deeply in the order it has been presented:
(1) Why will they be given Gardens ofdelight in the life of
the Hereafter? This will be because they followed theight
way in the life of this world and adopted the right ways ir
every aspect of life, both as individuals and as
community, and discarded the false and erroneous ways.
(2) How did they obtain at every step, at every turning an
at every crossroad the correct criterion of judging betweel
the right and the wrong, the true and the false, the
righteous and the erroneous? Then from where did theget
the power to remain steadast on the right way, avoiding
scrupulously wrong ways, after getting the right sort of
discernment? It was their Lord Who is the real source o
everything, Who gave them the guidance and the power
doing good works on every critical occasion.

(3) Why did their Lord give them that guidance and
power? He gave them these things because of thé&aith.
(4) What is that characteristic of thefaith which produces
the above result® The faith which produces those result:
does not comprise mere profession but it is thetith which
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becomes the moving spirit of on& conduct and charactel
and has the power of reforming oné morals and deeds.

In order to illustrate this point, let us consider, in the
physical life of man, the case of food that is consumed f
nourishment, health, energy and happiness. It is obviol
that these results cannot be produced by the mere taking
of any food, but by that food which is so digested as turn
Into blood and circulates into every vein to provide energ
to every part of the body for its proper functioning. In the
same way, in the moral life, guidance, righteous attitud
and pure conduct and true success, depend on those ric
creeds that get deeply embedded in the mind, heart ar
soul. Otherwise, creeds which are merely professed by t
tongue or lie dormant in some orner of the mind and the
heart cannot produce such results, for they cannc
Influence onds conduct, character, way of thinking anc
attitude towards life for the better. Just as one may ee
food and still not obtain those useful results which &
produced only if it is digested properly according to the
physical laws of God In the same way, one who profess
those right creeds merely with his tongue, but does n
make them a m@rt of his mind, heart and soul does not
deserve those rewards which are only for those whose dee
corres nd Eo the creedg.
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willbe: i Gl or vy A ..
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their greeting | A )
therein  will be: 'R @RTH- €8
A PeacAnd othe aﬂBRé Qi |

conclusion of their 3
call will be that: | 38R 3
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N Pr aitos Allah,

Lord o f t he
*14

14 R ’1'1_‘@

*14 This is the basic principle of theHis teachings; The
first principle has been stated that Allah alone is your
Lord, therefore worship only Him. AYou shall have to
return to your Lord and render an account of all you did in
this world.o

~ - N B N - B
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11. And iIf Allah
were to hasten® for

oo os BUK -

ke L, B e
hasten gyood, would @(‘L'\@yg@ﬁ@ /ﬂ%ﬁ'i
for them their term ~é8/g86q§a.&@ |
5o o eove Do g ffad o
meeting with Us, in ~@£ﬂa&ﬁ@,@" a ¢

their transgression
wandering blindly.

A~ @REE

*15 After the Intr oductory verses (110), the Quran takes
up admonition which is the main subject of the Surah. Ir
order to understand this fully we should keep two things ir
view as its background:
First, a little before its revelation, the continuous horrible
famine, which had afflicted Makkah for seven long years
and humbled the haughty Quraish, had come to an eni

b3 3 5 56 3 50 56 0 5 b 0 06 3 b o 0f 3 3 b 0 3 b ob 0 36 b 3 0b b b 3 0 b b 3 0 0 08 b b b 56 06 06 06 38 3 b 3 0 5b 06 0b o8 3 b b 0b b 0 0 3

Y Y P Y Y P 9 e Y Y i e s e e e Y o P e e o A e e o P e e e e v e e s i s e e e sl i o A vl o A e e



Y Y Y Y Y e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o

X X X X o X 2 X 2 X X 20 X 2 X X Yo X 5 X 2 Yo X 5 X 2 X X e X 2 X 2 X X 50 X 2 0 X0 2 0 X0 26 50 X 5 2 X 2 5 X0 X0 5 X X0 5 X0 X0 00 X X0 0

Naturally this had given a blow to idolworship and acted
as a stimulus to God worship. For, in their utter

helplessness, they had to supplicate to Allah and cry meek
for help. So much so that Abu Sufyan had to approach th
Prophet (peace be upon him) with this requestPlease pray
to Allah to remove this affliction from us. But when the
famine was over, and rains began to fall, and prosperit
returned, they began to show rebellion and do evil deel
and started their hostile activities against the believer:
Thus the hearts that hadturned to Allah, again became
neglectful of Him. (SeeSurah An-Nahal, Ayat 113, Surah
Al-Mominoon, Ayats 7577, Surah Ad-Dukhan, Ayats 10
16).

Secondly, the Quan answered the question with whicl
they confronted the Prophet(peace be upon himwhenever
he warned them of the consequences of rejecting theauth.

They would say You are always threatening us witk
Allah & wrath; why doesr the divine torment visit us and
why is it being delayed?

Keeping the above background in viewAyats 11-12 may be
expanded like this: Allah does not hasten in punishing anc
seizing the people for their sins as He hastens in showi
kindness and compassion to them. Do they, then, want Hi
to hasten His torment for their rebellions, as He hastened 1
remove famine in answer to their supplications? As this i
not Our Way, We give them time to mend their evil ways ir
spite of their transgressions and rebellions. We ser
warning after warning and give them respite until their
term comes to an end. Then the law of requital comes in
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force. In contrast to this, their way is the way of nean and
narrow minded people. When affliction comes, the
remember Allah, begin to cry and call Him meekly, but
forget it all during the time of prosperity. Such bad ways a:
these are IeadlngBthem talivige torrent.
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12. And when UAB.,I:\aI gngA N T ~ Ny -
touches man B B [W
affliction, he calls g ~H2F Bg W B o apc oo oo
upon Us, reclining M Iﬁ Wm
on his side, or RGZ A 4 5%

sitting, or standing.| R . a b“{g@nﬁc ﬁm%@

Then whenWe have

removed from him g * f "El 3%‘?% [mﬁm

his affliction, he goes A

his way as though gy ﬁ ﬂé’ 'm?—'t— m“@‘%ﬁﬁ

he had not callec MA xR & 5

upon Us becau® of ’

the affliction that a"g # p - 2
touched him. Thus B 25

it seems fairto the 21 & % ﬂ g
transgressors that -
whichtheyusedodo. €

13. And indeed, We % K- @ ,¢=§ﬁ,

have destroyed the B
generations before R @ %" %a §. L'BB
you, ° when they M . A A
wronged, 7 and ® ¥ Neg=e B "

came to themtheir 0.2 ié'%(‘A"3 @(Ap?’
messengers  with |

;
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clear proofs, and m» A ey ﬁ‘ aﬁﬁ%@@
they were not such IB

as to believe.Thus | H T2 A"
do We recompenst

. B
the peoplewho are A Bika- @3

criminals.
*16 The Arabic word garnis commonly used forthe people
living during the same period. But from the way the Quan
has used this word on diffeent oacasions, it is evident tha
by garn is, meant the community which had been investe
with power and authority and appointed wholly or partially
to the position of leadership of the world. One way in whicl
such a community is destroyed is that it is totall
exterminated but there are other forms of its destructior
alsa
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*17 Here the word zulm has not been used in its commonl
known limited sense, but it covers all sorts of sins that ai

committed, when people transgress the boundaries
Allaho s El aeveeto B.N. 49(oBurah Al-Baggyah).
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14. Then We BA_
appointed you as }@"'?:é |- @ G 7

successors in  the B A
i~ A | Rk [0 & " ~

land after them, that | B [éAa &

We might see how 1. 5 Ve

you would act *®

*18 Ayats 13-14 have been pointedly addressed to tt
Arabs so as to sayfiO Prophet (peace be upon him)of
Arabia, learn a lesson from the communities that hav
passed before you. They were given an opporturitfor
doing good deeds in their time but instead of this the
adopted the attitude of transgression and rebellion an
rejected the teachings of the Messengers who had been s
for their guidance. As they failed in Qur test, We dismissec
them from leadership. Now, O people of Arabia, yor turn
has come and you have replaced them and have tgit the
opportunity for doing the same work under the guidance o
Our Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)You must
understand that you are undergoing the same test in whic
your predecessors have failed. If you do not want to me
with the end they met, you should make the right use of th
opportunity by learning a lesson from their end and by
avoiding the errors, which became the ultimge cause o
thelrdeétr tlon
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15. And when are
recited to them Our
revelations as clea
evidence, say those
who do not expec
for their meeting
with Us, i Br |1 B
Quran other than
this, or c han g ¢
Ysay:Al t fors
me that | change it
on my own accord.
| do not follow but
that
revealed unto me.
Indeed, | fear, if |
were to disobey
my Lord, the
punishment of a

great “day

which  is |
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*19 They implied two things when they said these word:
First, they meant that what Muhammad (peace be upo
him) was presenting asdivine revelation was really the
product of his own mind but he was ascribing it to Allah
merely to make his claim weighty Secondly, they impliec
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this: If you want to be the leader of your people, preser
something that may make them prosperous in the worl
and give up the doctrines oflTauhid and the Hereafter and
the moral restrictions you are prescribing in yaur teaching.
And If it is not possible,make some amendments in th
Quran so that a compromise may benadebetween you anc
us on the principle of give and take so that there should
some scope for or shirk in your Tauhid and for our self
worship and for our salvation in the Hereafter, irrespective
of what we do in this world. You should also note it we
that we cannot accept yar absolute morality: therefore
you should make an allowance for or prejudices, aur rites
and customs, ar personal and national interests and or
desires We propose that with mutual agreement we shoul
make a list of those religious demands which should |
obligatory on us for the fulfillment of AllahG rights, and
beyond that we should be free to conduct w worldly
affairs in any way we like. This compromise is necessa
because we cannot accept yo demand that human life in
all its aspects should entirely be led in accordance with tr
Implications of the doctrines of Tauhid and the Hereafter
and the regulations of the Islamlocode oflife.
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*20 This is the answer to the two above mentione
demands:| have no authority of making any alterations in
this Book for | am not its author but Allah is the One Who
IS sending it down to me. Therefore there is no question
any compromise about it. If you want to accept itsvay, you
W ﬁ& h%veto %cceptlt asit is; otherwiseyou arefrgeg\) reject |t
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have made it known @ -
_ ~ A2 B "~FA
to you. So indeed,| £

B
have lived amongst, 2 gy 8@ B D
you alife time before | . B B _
this. Have you then Zlkéal'ﬂ:ﬁﬁ'ﬂf A

no sensa 4!

*21 This is a very strong argument against their accusatio
that Muhammad (peace be upon him) wa himself the
author of the Quran but wasascribing it to Allah, and in
support of the Prophets (peace be upon himlaim that it

was being sent down to him by Allah, Who was itéwuthor.

The argument is this: You yourselves have witnessed tF
forty years of his life before his appointment tc
Prophethood. He was born in yar own city and passed hi:
boyhood, youth and middle age before yur very eyes. He
lived among you and had all kinds of relations social,
marital, economic, etc. with you. So much so that no aspe
of his life was hidden from you. Did you notice anything ir
his whole life that might show that he could be the authc
of this Book? Do you not use your commonsense?

The question posed in the Quain implied two things which
were well known to everyone in Makkah about the Prophe
(peace be upon hin)

First, during the forty years of his life before Prophethood
he had neither received any education nor training nor se
In any company that should have enabled him to becon
the author of such a Book as was full of unique things the
were unknown to the people around him. No one had ev
heard from him anything about the problems that had beer
dealt with In different Surahs of the Quran. So much sc
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that not even a relative or close friend of his had eve
noticed anything in his talk or in anything about him that
might have shown any signs ofgradual development
towards it before he made his great claim to Prophethoo
when he reached the age of forty. This was a clearoof of
the fact that the Quran was not the invention of his owr
mind and that it must have been sent down to him fron
outside. For it is impossible for a human being to produc
anything like this, all of a sudden and without evel
manifesting any signs of its evolution and development |
his earlier life. That is why when some intelligent people ¢
Makkah felt the absurdity of this accusation, they began t
say that it was some other person who taught these thin
to him. But this was even more absurd than the first thing
because they could not point out specifically a single persi
In the whole of Arabia, not to say of Makkah, who had the
ability of producing such unique things as were containel
In the Quran. They also knew that a person ofuch high
caliber could not have remained obscure in some unknow
corner for forty years.

The second thing, that had distinguished him during thos
forty years of his life, was his noble character both from the
negative and from the positive aspects. He was nev
known to have told a single lie or practiced any kind o
deceit, forgery, cunning, craftiness and the like in any wa
whatsoever, On the other hand, all those people with who
he had come into contact in any capacity bore witness
the fact that he had been truthful, honest, and trustworthy
without any blemish whatsoeer. As an instance, a mos

b3 3 5 56 3 50 56 0 5 b 0 06 3 b o 0f 3 3 b 0 3 b ob 0 36 b 3 0b b b 3 0 b b 3 0 0 08 b b b 56 06 06 06 38 3 b 3 0 5b 06 0b o8 3 b b 0b b 0 0 3

Y Y P Y Y P 9 e Y Y i e s e e e Y o P e e o A e e o P e e e e v e e s i s e e e sl i o A vl o A e e



Y Y Y Y Y e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o

X X X X o X 2 X 2 X X 20 X 2 X X Yo X 5 X 2 Yo X 5 X 2 X X e X 2 X 2 X X 50 X 2 0 X0 2 0 X0 26 50 X 5 2 X 2 5 X0 X0 5 X X0 5 X0 X0 00 X X0 0

well known historical fact may be cited. Only five year:
before his Prophethood, the Kabah was damaged by rains
When they were rebuilding it, a quarrel arose among the
different clans of the Quraish as to who should have th
honor of setting Hajr-i-Aswad (the Black Stone) in its
proper place. Therefore it was agreed that the one wh
would be the first to enter into the Haram next morning
should arbitrate in the quarrel. Next morning the first
person who entered the Haram was Muhammad (peace |
upon him). At this all the people cried out with joy, he is ar
absolutely trust worthy man, and we are fully satisfied with
him; he is Muhammad (peace be upon him) dhis is how
Allah had made that large gathering of the Quraish bea
witness to the fact that he wadi he trustworthy 0 before
appointing him as His Messenger(peace be upon him)
Therefore there was no justification for anyone to accus
the man, who had never told a lie nor ever practicec
forgery nor craftiness in his whole life, of ascribing falsel\
to Allah his own literary creation, and claiming
categorically and persistently that it was of divine origin.

That i1s why Allah has asked His Messengdipeace be upor
him) to refute their absurd charge by saying, as it were
only this: O my people, use your commorsense before
making this absurd accusation, for | am not a stranger or :
foreigner among you. | have lived a lifetime of forty years
among you before making a claim that | have receive
revelation from Allah. How can you expect from my pat
that | would present the Quran to you as Allalts Book,
without gaining knowledge from Him and without His
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command’> (See Surah Al-Qasas, E.N O109)
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against Allah a lie, = & e M e mmﬂ
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Indeed, will not be

successful the 23 iy é@m

criminals. 23

*22 That is, if theserevelations are not from Allah and |
myself compose them and present them agvelations from
Him, there can be no greater sinner than lam. On the
other hand, if theserevelations are truly from Allah and
you are falsifying these, then there carbe no greater sinner
than you.
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*23 Some foolish people draw wrong and misleadin
conclusions from this verse, by a fallacious reasoninghey
confine the meanings offalah to long life or worldly
prosperity or worldly successand argue like this: This
verse declares categorically thatriminals can never attain
success.The converse of this proposition, thatis, anyone
who is successful cannot be a criminamust also be true.
Hence, if a claimant should live a long life after his claim t
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Prophethood or prosper in the world or his claim receives
good response in the world from the people, he should |
acknowledged as a true prophet. For they argue, if he he
been a &lse prophet he could not have prosperedbut
would have been killed or starved to death or rendere
unsuccessful in his mission, as soon as he had claimed tc
a prophet. But even a little thinking will show that this
argument is fallacious on the face of it. Firstly, the convers
of every proposition is not always true. Secondly, the
Quran does not use the wordalah in this limited sense.
Thirdly, Allah deals with the criminals according to His
divine law of respite.

Now let us consider he matter in detail. The words
Al ndehe driminals will not b e s u c ¢ ageNdt
been used, in the context they occur, to prescribe a criteric
for judging a true Prophet from a false one, so thatfia
claimant is successfylhe should be accepted, and if he
not, he should be rejected. As a matter of fact, these wor:
have been put in the mouth of the Messenger tmake a
declaration like this: | know it for certain that the criminals
cannot attain (true) success: therefore | cannot commit th
crime of making a false claim to Prophethood. But a
regards you, | am absolutely sure that you cannot attai
true success because you are guilty of falsifying nwého is a
true Prophet of Allah.

The other thing is that the word falah is na used in the
limited sense of worldly successbut it has bea used to
denote the permanent successhich never suffers any los:
whatsoever irrespective of the fact whether the claimar
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gains or does not gain any worldly success In the initi
stage. Nay, itis just possible that a false claimantwho
Invites people to misguidake should attain great worldly
successand his misguidance might also prosper. This i
however, not succes in the terminology of the Quian, but
this would be an utter failure. On the other hand, it is alsc
possible that the inviter to thetruth should suffer untold
afflictions or fall a prey to the persecutions of the
transgressors, and leave this world without winning ove
anyone to the side of thetruth, but this will be, In the
terminology of the Quran, true success and not a failure.

The other thing that refutes the fallacy of these foolisl
people is that they do ot take into consideration the divine
law of respite, according to which the mere fact thata false
prophet enjoyed a long prosperoudife is not a proof that
he was a true prophet. The Quan has made it clear a
many places that Allah does not expedite the matter of tr
punishment of the criminals, but gives them respite fti
mend their ways; nay, He also lets them loose in the
deviation if they abuse that respite and become moi
corrupt. Sometimes He makes them even more prospero
so that they should fully manifest all the evils they ha
hidden in their hearts and incur full punishment which
they really desrve for their evil deeds. The d/ine law of
respite takes its due course in the case of false prophets a
does Iin the case of other criminals. And there is no reas
why they should be an exception to this. Satan, the greate
of all criminals, has been allowed to practice every kind c
deception up to the Day of Judgment, and there is r
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mention of any exception to this effect that he will not b
allowed to set up a false prophet.

As a last resort, such perversanterpreters of the Quran
turn to Ayats 4447 of Surah AlHaqggah: If Muhammad

had fabricated something himself and ascribed that to U
We would have seized his hand and cut off his hedirts  \
But these cannot serve their purpose, for what they implys
only this: If the true Prophet appointed by Allah were to
ascribe any false thing to Alld, he would be seizel
forthwith . Therefore it is no more than a fallacy to argue
from this to the erroneous conclusion that the imposto
who is not seized is a true prophet, for thislivine principle
applies only to a true Prophet and not to an impostor. Ir
order to grasp this point, let us take the instance of th
government servants. It is obvious that the rules an
regulations which are prescribed for government servant
apply only to those who are actually government servan
and not to impostors. Those who pretend to be governme
servants are dealt with according to the criminal code like
other criminals and villains and not according to the cods
of employment. Besides this, the context in which the:
verses occur clearly shows that these are not laying dov
any criterion of judging whether a claimant is a true
Prophet or an impostor. Moreover, a true Prophet can
easily be distinguished from an impostor by his higl
character, his noble mission and the uniqgue Message

presents. Hence there was no need of setting up such
irrational and unnatural standard of distinguishing a true
Prophet from an impostor.
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18. And they 5&% b

worship other than

Allah  that which & eant s 0 e
neither hurts them

nor benefits them, EBM:@ K-d¢Ic O
gnd they  say: 4II§¢E¢‘|~Q§9 /é-\

NThese ol
A

intercessors  with a dnkwz @ 5% GRS b
Al | aShy:nowo u

you inform Allah of é&,[&q:a3 e 0
that which He does| A

not know in the BWE&‘E@% Yo
heavens,nor in the |_ 24 _
e ar t?h Glory be =g V@ @sic-@
to Him, and high && & 21 ¥ B C
exalted above all B. r
that they associate. ~@®Z% @

*24 This Is a fine way of saying that no such intercesso
exist as can plead their casewith Allah. For if somethingis
not in the knowledge of Allah, it implies that it does no
exist at all, for everything that exists anywhere in the
heavens and the earth is in His knowledge.

RadMS3 24, e & mENe| BY DA @2 0 Agikeo4

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Y Y P Y Y P 9 e Y Y i e s e e e Y o P e e o A e e o P e e e e v e e s i s e e e sl i o A vl o A e e



Y Y Y Y Y e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o

X X X X o X 2 X 2 X X 20 X 2 X X Yo X 5 X 2 Yo X 5 X 2 X X e X 2 X 2 X0 X 50 X 5 0 X 2 0 X0 26 5 X 5 5 X X 5 X0 X 5 X X0 50 X0 X 50 X X0 0

v BD £ g @A%@W 6 &dn 2 3@ 2 U & B
ey il @ e G g @ﬁqﬁo‘ @1‘?@;}8 aagz\g[@
vir) & 3 e @) 0. ¢7p

19. _And were not + Iy é’:"ABJAﬁ‘)I?@A S 2 A ~ %
mankind but one A A

community, then| “r B *g; @‘rz S TV A
they disagreed. %° MWW

. B
And if it had not ® HZ By gome™

beenfor a word that .t E# @’I’B@ﬁg % Qﬁ%%

had already gone

forth  from your a @54@3@% a %%mﬁ

Lord, it would have

_ B

beenjudgedbetween ~@ &-@&B § A7 W
them in that wherein 6 B . @

they disagree.?° A@Z R

*25 See E.N. 230 ofSurah Al-Bagarah and E.N. 24 of
Surah Al-Anaam.

aidtarn ERdee e @525
*26 The decree that Allah has ordained is that theeality
that shall be kept hidden from marts senses in order to tes
whether he recagnizes this by using his commorsense
Intelligence, conscience and intuition, and if he does not, |
shall be allowed to tread the wrong ways he chooses. Thal
why their differences about the reality are not being
resolved by uncovering it today.
This thing has been stated here to remove a comm
misunderstanding about the diversity of religions in the
world.
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At that time, there was a confusion in the minds of th
people (and is even today) concerning this. They sai
Different people profess different religions, and the
followers of each religion claim that their religion alone i<
the true one. How may then a seekeof truth judge which
one of these is the true religion? The answer isin the
beginning all mankind had only onereligion, and that was
the true religion. Then people strayed away from it anc
iInvented different religions of their own with different
creeds and ways. Now if you desire that Allah Himse
should uncover thetruth and present it to you to enable
you to decide which religion is the true one, you shoul
know that this will not be done in this life, because you &
required to decide this byusing your commonsense anc
Intelligence. This worldly lift is a trial to see whether or not
you yourselves recognize théruth by using your common
sense and mtelllgence
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20.  And they say: - { < = .
' e e e g

AWhy Is not sent M
down to him a sign @@"@&A@Mﬁ " Bo~n o
from his? . ml%

Say: nl n d etlee:
unseenis for Allah,
so wait you. Indeed,
| am with you
among those who

wai t8. o

*27 That is, though they demanded a sign as a proof of tt
fact that he was a true Prophet(peace be upon him)and
was presenting truerevdations, this was not based on
genuine desire for recognizing and accepting theuth but
was merely a pretext for rejecting it. For they had nc
Intention of molding their habits, their morality, their social
system, in short, reforming every aspect of their life ir
accordance with the implications of the acceptance of tt
Message of the Prophe{peace be upon him)As they did
not intend to believe in it, they would sayeven after seeinc
a sign: No sign had been shown to them. Obvioug| they
would not give up that freedom which they were enjoying
In following their desires and lusts, by accepting thenseen
(the creeds ofTauhid and the Hereafter), which would bind
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them to the absolute moral prmmples B
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*28 That is, | have presented before you what Allah ha
sent down to me But what He has not sent down to me i
unseen,both for me and for you, and it is entirely with
Allah to reveal or not to reveal it. Now if you will not
believe unless Allah sends down what He has not se¢
down, you may wait for it: I, too, shall wait and se whether
your persistert demand is or is not satisfied
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21. And when We mik~®Z ¥WIR Q@

cause mankind a AA

taste of mercy after | a2 U[z3T O P

adversity had B 3 %

afflicted them. Then, 1 [é"l ST LR

they have some B

plotting “° against B i~ @24 oD

Our revelations. z 4% 29

Say: 1 Al lisarore 5@92@ &J ndz

gvl\jlrfélyl n polurc 0 3e sk AT -2 URERNGIEE Sk
messengers write | & Eﬁ' ngK ﬂd& ade
down that which 20

you plot. =° A ga ﬁ

*29 They practiced deceptions regarding thesign of the
famine that had been inflicted on them Ayats 11, 12). This
verse alludes to the same, as if to sayiHow dare you
demand a sign again, whereas recently thesign of the
famine has been shown to ydu At that time you invoked
the help of your deities but in vain, though you had se
them up as Iintercessors with Allah and believed the
offerings to their shrines would prove very effective ir
removing the famine. But you yourselves learned byhe
first hand experience that those soalled gods possessed |
power at all. Therefore when you were convinced that a
power belongs to Allah alone, you turned to Him and bega
to invoke His help. This experience ought to have convince
you of the truth of the Message of Muhammad (peace L
upon him) for this was the very fundamental thing which
he was teaching. Instead of learning a lesson from thsgyn,
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you began to practice deceptions to explain it away, as so
as the famine was over and there had come the bless
rainfall. You invented many explanations (deceptions
concerning the causes of the famine anits subsequent enc
In order to escapefrom the doctrine of Tauhid and stick to
your shirk. The verse is meant to declare that nesign would
convince such people as those who had not benefited frc
the greatsign of the famine. Therefore there was no use «
Z}%%vgng any sign to them. B
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*30 nAllah is more swiftinpl ot t i ngo In®a
practice deceptions in order to explain away thaign of the
famine so that you might find excuses to evade ti
Implications of its acceptancein order to continue your
rebellious attitudes Allah is more swift in carrying out His
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plans to oudo your deceptive methods. He will leave yo
free to move in your wrong waysHe will even bestow upor
you the worldly prosperity, which will so delude you that
you will forget that you were being closely watchedAnd
you will commit evil deeds with apparent immunity and
enjoy yourselves to your heards content. But His angels wil
go on keeping a full and complete record of your deed
which will be presented for you prosecution after your
death
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22. He it is who ~=E'°@| ¥ "%ml 34c
makes you travel

through theland and BT_E_ ~@([.0A'B ~/ﬁ©£
the sea,until when B

you are in the ships, Bt §E 1) R Qaly <
and they sail with
them with a breeze
which is pleasing,
and they rejoice
therein, there comes

to them a wind

which is stormy, and 3 A
come upon themthe - 20Xy Agﬁa %

wavesfrom all sides B : W" X o =
: ' ~@Z o2
and they think that e ék: /€0 @ m
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they are surrounded 1'?., Al a3 I AL o
therein. They call ® Q_%A B MW
upon Allah, making @ O pfizd Gz gz

pure for Him the
faith: A 1'Ybu deliver
us from this, we

a |
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shall surely beof
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*31 The fact that even the most obdurate mushriks and th
most hardened atheists wh forget Allah when things gc
well with them, begin to invoke Allahts help when they are
pressed hard from all sides and despair of help frm any
other quarter, is a clear evidence that there is the A
Powerful Allah Who is controlling each and everything in

the universe. (Refer to E.N. ,Sur%h Al nﬁam). B
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23. Then when He
has delivered them,
then, they rebel in
the earth without
right. O mankind, in
fact, your rebellion
IS against your own
selves. Benefits of
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the life of the world.
Then unto Us s
your return, then
We shall certainly
iInform you of what
you used to do.

. f"B K MdAZ A
tﬁk@g 22 By ;
aB‘fﬂﬁl-:mﬂ E% =

AR »

24. In fact, the
example of the life
of the world is as
water that We send
down from the sky,
then arises by
mingling of it the
produce of the earth,
which eat men and
cattle. Until when
has taken the earth
onits ornamentsand
IS beautified, and
thought its people
that they have
powersover it, there
reaches to it Our
command by night
or by day, so We
made it a harvest
clean mown,as if it
had not flourished
the day Dbefore
Thus do We explain
the signsfor apeople
who give thought.
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25. And Allah call - B
10 e cals ardh e, &

to theabodeof peace,

%% and He guides B&, $o#g /°Cf

whom He wills to a

straight path. VAR g Bk

*32 That is, Allah invites to the way that leads to theabode
of peace in the HereafteriiThe abode ofpeac® here means
Paradise, where there will be no fear whatsoever of ar
loss, calamlgl sorrow, pain and trouble

“‘%g@%i 0~ geshens £ 8 wenfies = 6 saseceh- @%32
oAo homLEAn % Tn-efy 6 vcr iy 32 @By pa

A GV ﬁ@ﬂwwq%

26. For those who |a" g @% a (g 28| i
did good is the best ' MM
(reward) and more. | 2 @B ﬁ’:'@y_'é

*33 .
Neither shall M .. .
cover their faces akvem BAYC ) [l

darkness, nor . e M _ 3
ignominy. Those are Bew #Ic daB e
companions of the _gg+ £ o -7
Garden. They, In & @ ®
there, shall abide z B@dgk
forever.

*33 That is, Allah by His grace will give to those who dic
good deels more than their due reward.

el s B8 addl P dwpe almn o453
ok

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Y Y P Y Y P 9 e Y Y i e s e e e Y o P e e o A e e o P e e e e v e e s i s e e e sl i o A vl o A e e



Y Y Y Y Y e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o

X X X X o X 2 X 2 X X 2 X 2 X X Yo X 5 X 2 Yo X 5 X 2 X X e X 5 X 2 X X 50 X 2 0 X 2 0 X0 26 50 X 5 5 X 2 5 X0 X0 5 X X0 50 X0 X0 0 X X0 0

27. And those who _ M aTsmify 5
earned evil deeds,

M B
the recompense of "dBE @B | Hal &5 ..
an evil deedis the

M .
like thereof, % and GA'cB W9 X
will  cover them
ignominy. There is =& U0 '-!@"iﬁ

none for them from . ”9:”
Allah any defender. y (6 AT

it will be as if k & ¢ BB e

covered are their
faces with piece =° A§EB B O %2/ 0
from the night, very

dark. Thoseare the E7®Z® 2%*a €.k @%@%“1 ‘
companions of the A EQE@L@ F%@
Fire. They, in there

will abide forever. saot iR

*34 That 1s, In contrast to the additional rewards to the
good people, those who earned evil deeds, shall be punis|
only in proportion to their crimes. (See E.N. 10 of An-
Namal).

J,K,'@" Q@IQ[Q&UQ‘E‘“M% Baxx B@EEA%M
L{é@q"&%a ik B, B VIR @Rl JPEACR i
)\uv“@

*351t shall be that kind of gloom that overspreads the face
of the criminals when they are caught, and they despair a
hopes of escape

N S a0 &c WK TK D 6 AbREE3s
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28. And the day |ga g gt @4 n &
whenWe will gather i ’
them all together, 2ABFPKZBE R 4

then We will say to LA %‘ .
those who ascribed | #=@a & B,

partners: N ( Ren _B . -,>H
In) your places, you '1 @?ﬁ@ KL ))E
and your partners. ~pBBEFZ y)\@rK M-A
Then We will . )
separate, one from ~°* & BCy gk I

the other. ~° And pile B B9

will - say their BB B._
partners: nl t Jdg| LR> @ ‘§E~j;f
not us that you used

to worshi -% , k)

*36 Some commentators are of the opinion that the origine
words of the text mean this:We will cut off every kind of
connection and relation between them so that they are n
able to shav any concern for one another.But these
meanings are opposed to the Arabic usageccording to
which they mean: We will distinguish them from one
another, or We will cause a distinction among themThat is
why these have been translatedike this: Then We will
separate,one from the other That Is, the mushriks and
their deities shall stand in front of each other and recogniz
their mutual and respective positions. Tle mushriks shall
come to know the whole truth about those whom the
worshiped and their deities will learn everything aboul
their worshipers.

ok /g a e e st g ks - ade Gl @ 936
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29. ASo suf A
Allah for a witness K@z E a"m"a

between usand you, n>|>3||'t& AZK /LA
that indeedWe were

. E
of your worship 37)\@ 206, hJ /LA
unawa¥Ye. 0

*37 That is, their deities, the angels, the jinns, the spirits
the forefathers, the prophets the saints, the martyrs and al
others, whom they had set up as partners with God an
rendered those rights to them which belonged to God alon
will dissociate themselves from their worshipers an
declare We did not know at all that you worshiped us, for
no reverence, no respect, no honor, no admiration, r
regard, no adoration, no homagethat you paid to us; no
prayer, no supplication, o request, no offering, no giftyou
presented to us; and no praise, no prostration, no bowin
down, no remembrance, o religious service, or ceremon:
or ritual you made in our name ever reached us.

TR e oy ek | Gee gy &8 Gakc 4837

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Y Y P Y Y P 9 e Y Y i e s e e e Y o P e e o A e e o P e e e e v e e s i s e e e sl i o A vl o A e e



Y Y Y Y Y e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o

X X X X o X 2 X 2 X X 2 X 2 X X Yo X 5 X 2 Yo X 5 X 2 X X e X 2 X 2 X X 50 X 2 0 X 2 0 X 26 5 X 5 5 X 2 5 X0 50 5 X X0 50 X0 20 0 X X0 0

TR U, -
% QJ /h:llz ) v”cﬁf

o B O W@I@M@@
A" %ﬁf B wcmﬁogﬁg@m Bet@i Ndic [I

< «&e"r@'?y i ~ @6 AR GHBGHT | mmﬁg

wﬂiﬁ E,ebe "G B

M
@M@MM\@%B%

B
--Bm» <i

30. Thereupon, shall | 14 @h\ L B oF B <
experience every 'Mﬂﬁ jum%B Sﬂ% %ﬂ%
soul that which it 2 W &E"%2 2"

did in the past and - A

they will be brought & & f %a@ﬂc&ﬂ

back to Allah, their SR ma . S

ightful Lord, and %812 “F AT S )

lost from them is & (@ &R 42 BA

that which they used BB _

to invent lies. e s

provides for you

from the sky and| vy > 1A B}o@ P

the earth, or who i 5@ A

owns hearing and A /&8 B&?|

S|ght, and who o ok e idLe :ﬁ%

brings forth the A | 3%

. . _ vB

living from the /.[Q AR 7%, :miA/ (

dead and brings
forth the deadfrom
the living, and who
disposeshea f f a

They will say:
nAIl | dlmen cGay:
nwi | | y O U
fear . o
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32.  Such then is @ . B o | ~

Allah, your Lord in A A& B WW

truth. % So what [z Gie| B "FZ38 & o
| B

else is there, after B B M J@i %am @

the truth, except |-BLOT &2 NFIG %'

error. How then are . B B@mmma[
%39 TR Kz

you turned away.

*38 That is, as you yourselves admit that Allah alone i
your real Provider, Owner and Master, He alone is you
true Lord, and, therefore, entitled to your servitude and
worship. How have you, then, mde others as partners with
Him?

B A
oy Ay /ey ‘%mﬁfiﬂ Beu, §- uegh- @2 0 &0 mev 4838
~@r w€‘~ﬁi oo @B BAE) & KON 3 A bk b oy /L,%
W iy te 8L

*39 It should be kept in mind that these questions hav
been posed to the common people: therefore they are r
being asked,ii H o ave you turning away? but i H o ave
you turned awayo The passive voice clearly shows th:
there mug be some person (or persons) who was turnir
away the people from the right direction to the wrong one
That is why this apped is being made to the peopleWhy
are you blindly following those who are misguiding you-
Why dond you use your own commonsense? When yoi
yourselves admit thetruth about Allah, why dond you
consider the fact that youare being turned away from
Him?

This question has been posed at many plazén the Quran
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to bring home thetruth to the common people, but at even
place the passive voice has been employed in order to ke
back the names of the misguiding ones so that the
followers should consider the matter coolly and objectively
This also contains a valuable piece of advice for tho
engaged in propagation work. By avoiding the namesf the
misguiding ones, the Quan has taken away a very stron
weapon from the hands of those, who could otherwise inci
the followers that their revered leaders were being mad
tlge target oErldlcuIe nd criticism.
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33. Thus isproved | t&d}.m@p A TR

true the word of

your Lord against ~@K /i U é z
thosewhodisobeyed A paA
Indeed, theywill not © W ’B,@

believe. ° . M .
40)a EﬂAlE~fA
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*40 That is, this Word of your Lord has come true that
those who have made up their minds that they would nc
believe in any case would never believe because of th
obduracy, even if thetruth were to be presented before
them with very plain and clear argumen}g

w1’ s B & Siodrr s EpaiceSes & o0
ABz, ~fokmu* £ ety ﬂo"@ﬂ!&

34. Say:nl s

B A4 ~
~€B B K LR B S
of your partners,

any who originates
the creation, then
r epeat*s Say:
n Al | adnginates

M
%Tﬂ%| B%*tim
ago o Peru
fZ Tf&| 34%'[@ i

the creation, then
He repeats it. How

BL® 22 i%EI‘." Mo dC
then, are you being o _E
turned “aw AP B

*41 1t is to be noted that the answers to the quesins posec
In this and the following verse have been put in the mout
of the Prophet (peace be upon him)in contrast to the
answers posed in the preceding verses. This is because
mushriks themselves believed, and therefore could n
deny, that Allah originated the creation and that their gods
had no share in this. But they would not admit that He
could or would bring it back, for they could not in that case
reject the doctrine of the life-after-death, though it was
obvious that the One Who originated the creation coult
also bring it back again and not any one of those who ha
not originated it. That is why the answer has been put i
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the mouth of the Prophet (peace be upon him)that he
should declare it openly and boldly that Allah originated
the creatlon and could and would bring it b% ck agaln

-8 ®le Boue) S A tihsin > d@;gl}ﬁ_m@ﬁ UMM
3o Bo A soreal@ e, ﬁbf%r-gw,:m L oo eEs = o ¢
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ey B oPay BOR W 6 Bwl@z 0 e 515

= M ~
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*42 This question has been posed to bring home to them t|
folly of the doctrine of shirk. The argument is this: When
Allah originates the creation and has the power to bring i
back again, where do thegods you have set up come Milf
you think a little, you yourselves will realiz that there is no

room for anyone in the universe for any claim or title to
your reverence or worship or servitude.

Ri-ab o v’ﬂmﬁ&m @D 0 a’lug LR gaEa2
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35. Say:nl s - . -

of your partners, ~8B i K /LAa' :ﬂ-ﬂ: W‘iﬁ
any who guidesto ;. g& K@% Bee o™ o
t he t r Sal: ol MW
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n Al lgwdesto the & =< o
truth. Is then He, wR| 320 4y da dilge |

who guides to the &, ¥o gpREEZ A

truth, *° more

worthy to  be ap P f o
followed, or he who

M o L 1
guides not except ¢ RECR i J g - "y
that he is guided. %dg.. aeK |0 R B R Vil

Then, what iIs with B B M i .
you. How do you @.a; 3T @ Mheo ﬁw
judge. 0 B A

& % bEf

*43 This is one of the series of guestions that have be
posed to refute the doctrine of shirk and to establish th
doctrine of Tauhid. Besides, it is also meant to foct
attention on the importance of the guidance to theruth,
which is one of the greatest human necessities. For it
obvious that the human needs and requirements are ni
confined to food, clothes and the like necessities of t
physical life nor to its protection from losses, distresse
calamities etc. But one of mads needs (nay, his greate:
need) is to have the knowledge of the right way of life ¢
that he may, on the whole, achieve success in it. It
obvious that in order to be successful in life, man shoul
have the correct knowledge of the use he should make
and the way he should employ his own physical, mental ar
spiritual powers and capabilities and natural resources. Hi
should also know the nature and the kind of behavior h
should adopt towards other human beings (and as a whol
towards the system of the universe in which he hat
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Inevitably live and work), with whom he comes into contac
In different capacities. The Quan calls that right way nThe
Truth 0 and the guidance that leads to that wayfiThe
Gui dance to. the Trutho

Now let us turn to the question that has been posed in tr
verse. The Quran asks the mushriks and all those peop
who reject the teachings of the Prophefpeace be upor
him): Is there any of the partners and gods you have set (
besides Allah, who guides you to théruth or can do so?
Obviously the answer to this will surely be in the negativ
for neither of the classes of gods is capable of this: First, |
us consider this with regard to those gods and goddes:
and living or dead human beingswho are worshiped as
gods. Though it is true that people turn to them for the
fulfillment of their needs or for their protection from

calamities in some supernatural way, yet they never turn t
them to seek guidance to théruth nor have they themselves
ever sent it nor do their devotees ever claim that the
deities teach them the principles of morality, sociology
culture, economics, politics, law, justice and the like.

Then there Is the case of those who make rules, regulatic
and laws which others accept and follow. It is true that suc
persons are accepted and followed as leaders, but t
pertinent question is this: Are they the real guides to th
truth, or are they capable of becoming guides to it? Dot
any one of them possess the kind of knowledge tr
comprehends all those truths that are a prerequisite fo
formulating right principles for the guidance of human
life? Can anyone of them have full vision of the vast field
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activities over which the human problems spread? Is ther
anyone of them who is absolutely free from the weakness:
prejudices, personal or communal interests, which becon
hindrances to the formulation of just laws? If the answer:
to these questions are in the negative (and obviously no c
In his senses can answer otherwise), how can then pec
with such limitations be expected to be the source
guidance to thetruth?

In the light of the above guestions, we are able to grasp tl
signification of the questionthat has been posed in th
Quran: Is there any of the partners you have set up wit
Allah who can guide you to theruth?

This shows conclusively that Allah alone has the power
satisfy all the human needs and requirements, which me
be divided into two categories. First, man stands in need
a provider, a protector, a being to hear and grant hi
prayers, in short, a permanent support to which he ma
turn whenever other supports should fail him. The abovt
guestion inevitably leads to the conclusion that there is r
god other than Allah who can fulfill these needs. The othe
human needs and requirements demand that there shou
be a guide to lay down such principles for the conduct ¢
human life in its entirety as should be obeyed with perfec
confidence and peace of mind. The guestion posed Ayat
35 implies that that iBeingd can be none other than Allah
Therefore there remans no argument in support of the
point that the principles of culture, morality, and politics
should be based on shirk or secularism except that ol
should peasist in obduracy and obstinacy
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36. And follow not
most of them but
conjecture. rad
Indeed, conjecture
can be of no avali
against the truth,
at all. Indeed, Allah
IS All Aware of what
they do.
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*44 It means that neither the authors of religion, nor
philosophers, nor lav makers based their opinions or
knowledge but on mere guesswork and conjectur:
Likewise, those whofollowed these religious or worldly
leaders did it on the mere assumption that their author:
were great people; therefore they must be right. That wa
why their forefathers and the common people followe

them.3 B
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37. And this is not B Eﬁ
A OBE
such Quranascould & €15

be produced by gga A" e@W W
other than Allah. 5 B
But it is a 2 i R3C k3
confirmation of that oo B
which was before it, |# B=?] ¥ " sy

and an explanation -
of the Brc))ok us | ~@ 'y ) 34?45 A

there is no doubt a ¢ e} FHy# /&
wherein, from the

Lord of the worlds. a)

*45 The arguments contained iNAyat 37 may be elaboratec
like this:
(1) The Quran confirms that which had been reveale
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before and presents the same fundamental principles ar
teachings which were taught by the Prophets who can
before Muhammad (peace be upo him). Had he invented
the Quran, he would have made additions to the truths c
the former books in order to make himself conspicuous.
(2) The Quran explains in detaill and amplifies the
fundamental principles and teachings contained infithe
Booko, that is, the Scriptures brought by the former
Prophets, and adds more evidence and explanations to it
that it may be bettergunderstood and prag] ticed,
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38. Or do they say: ~@ & « 806 ~ o
N Hehas invented §§]N B% U Yé@)@’m{!@
i t.®ay: ATh |-DEATCO 82| % .

bring forth a surah
like it, and cal & [/ ©UIn/Ey ¢

upon whomsoever B . ~ Ba LB
you can, other than |- & *7a Bﬂaﬁl
Allah, if you are 46
trut hul . 4

*46 There Is a gemral misunderstanding that the challenge
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of the Quran to produce a book, naya Surah like this, is in
regard to its eloquent, pure and unique literary excellence
This has been the natural result of the way in whicl
discussions have been carried ot prove the miracle of the
Quran. But the Quran is far above this that it should claim
to be a unigue and matchless book because of its excell
diction. There is no doubt at all that it is unique anc
matchless in this respect also, but the real basis of its clai
and challenge, that no human brain is capable of producin
a book like this, Is its subject matter and teachings. Th
Quran itself has stated at different places those aspe!
which are a sure proof of its revelation from Allah and the
refutation of the false aspersions that it was a huma
Invention. This has already been explained at appropriat
places and will be explained in the succeeding pageSeé
E.N. 26, 27 ofSurah At-Toor).
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denied that which

A
they could not -~AZOMY N ~;;9Aﬂ _
h d . o r .\l
comprehen IN -A.fo‘--v% X & a2

knowledge, and has =~ -- <o o
not yetcometo them )\T :@ ©|3M®3 B lwm

its  interpretation.

Thus did deny those S A"l.z?@f = @3@%@@

before them. Then

seehow wasthe end Y& »75" %2 A=K ﬁﬁﬁ %”w\ '!

of the wrong doers. *47
of g oB_F 08 48

39. But they have ag EJ@ | &@ﬁ %@( < A\VvYﬁ

*47 They could declare the Quan as forged on twc
grounds only, but neither of these existed: First, if they hac
had a proof that the Book had not been revealed by Allal
but had been forged by someone; secondly, that thieuths
enunciated in it and the information given in it were false
But no one could say on the basis of true knowledge th
the Book had been really forged and then ascribed to Gou
nor could anyone say that he had peed behind the
curtains of the unseenand discovered that there was nac
One God (as taught in this Book) but many gods in th
heavens: nor could anyone assert on the basis of tr
knowledge that there wee no angels, naevelations and nc
God, but these wee mere fictions that had been inventec
by some fertile imagination: nor had anyone witessed by
actually visiting the Hereafter that the information about
rewards and punishments was utterly wrong. But in spite o
the lack of any proof to the contrary; they were challeging
the genuineness of the Qun with the boldness anc
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Impudence of one who had made a thorough research In
the n%kter and proved it to be false
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40. And  among a° a1 B @z-@AC |
them are thosewho

believe in it, and  R-@zZE@\" ~2 CE ..
among them are B A
those who do not & 7 /BBK™ ’VzAIE"fA

believe in it. And A _ A
your Lord is best B Y@ ES) B N #
aware of the g
corrupters. "#¢

*48 Those who do not believe in the Quain have been calle
Acorrupterso or mischief makers because their rejection is
not based on any sound reason but on prejudice ar
selfishness and because it prevenothers from believing in
it. AANd your Lord is Best Awareo because there is nothing
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that is hidden from Him. They can deceive the people the
they are rejecting the Quran because they are convince
that it is not the Book of God, but they cannot deceive Alla
that they are doing this with good intentions for he know:
that it is because of their mischief. They are obdurate an
obstinate and ake suppressing the voice of their conscienci
and hearts: they deliberately shut their ears and mind
against the truth and prefer their worldly interests, their
fancies, their lusts and desires to it. That isvhy they cannot
be regarded as innocensinners, but they ae, in fact, the
mischief makers.
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41, And if they coprizame EC
deny you, then say:

AFor me my (e B K 1

deeds, and for you B ‘NuB -
are your deeds. You -4 %’Lm % 2
are disassociatedof B #kE@R 3 "§ N

what | do, andl am B
disassociated of |- & 8 By @
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whaty ou &o . *49)\@'3:;75

*49 This is to say,| dond@ want to enter into useles:
discussions and disputes with you on this score. If | am ¢
Impostor, | alone shall bear the consequences for it; and
you are rejecting the truth, you are not doing any harmto
me Qut only to ourselfg
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42. And among a® Ak g BZEA" m .
them are those who lé; o o QE\%E
listen to you. So can |- T ;A EI L i@ &!@ 'EZ@

you make hear the N o
deaf, even though R gEBen
they do not +50)
apprehend. ™" AB &

*50 Though this and the succeeding verse have be
addressed to the Prophef(peace be upon him)these are
meant to reprove those people whowere not paying
attention to the Message. For they only heard the sounds
the words he spoke to them, just as the animals hear tl
sound of the words, but pay no attention to understan
what is said to them. This was because they we
prejudiced against him and hadalready decided that they
would not acknowledge anything, however, reasonable th
may be, if it went against the creeds and ways they h:
Inherited, and against their own desires, lusts, and interest
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Likewise those people who live like animals hear the soun
of his words, but pay no attention to their meaning for they
are not interested in anything other thaneating, drinking
and making merry. They are so engaged in and intoxicate
with the gratification of their lusts that they never bother to
find out whether what they are doing is right or wrong. All
such people are deaf to the Message, though they mic
have ears for other things.
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43.  And among -g@5 f E@zEn"

them are those who B B E
ook towards you. R&®/[*BET A EI /LA
Socan you guidethe | BE ¢ e ap 58

blind, even though o w WE @ &
they do not see.>* *I\B i

*51 Here again they may be likened to animals which s¢
with their eyes but cannot perceive anything beyond whe
appears on the surface. Likewise tbse people saw th
Prophet (peace be upon him)and his companions, but did
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not perceive their pure life for they did not have the true
vision to see the wonderful change that was coming in tt
lives of those who had listened to and accepted the Messa
As has been pointed out in E.N. 50, though these vers
were addressed to the Prophe{peace be upon him)they
were really meant to reprove and admonish the disbelievel
In a subtle manner so as to arouse their dormant facultie
of hearing and seeing and open these for the reception a
acceptance of the rational and sympathetic Message.

order to understand the wisdom of this indirect method o
admonition, let us take the example of two righteou
friends. One of them who lived among corrupt people di
his very best to convey the righteous message both

precept and by practice. He set the model of the highe
moral conduct and character before them, and urged ther
In a sincere and sympathetic manner to consider their ow
moral condition, and admonished them in a very sincer
and rational manner to make them realize that they wer
living in a very corrupt moral state, and advised them tc
adopt the right way of life. But none of them would pay an
attention to his admonition nor learn any lesson from his
pure life. Suppose his friend cara there at that time and
said: Why are you giving advice to these deaf people ar
showing the way to these blind ones, who have no ears
good things and no eyes for the right way ™t is obvious that
these words would not lave been uttered by way o
dissuading the first friend from doing his reform work but
for arousing the dormant faculties of the corrupt people by
this subtle indirect method.
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44 Indeed, Allah
does not wrong
mankind at all,
but mankind wrong

themselves. 2
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*52 AAllah does not wrong ma n k i Imedaase He give
them ears to hear, eyes to see and hearts to feel and ponc
and everything that is required to enable them ftc
discriminate between right and wrong, truth and falsehood
But it is 1 Bt mankind wrong themselves by refusing to
make the right and proper use of their faculties and b
following their lusts and enjoying the things of this world.
Naturally this has made their eyes so blind and their ears ¢
deaf and their hearts so dead that they are incapablef
distinguishing between right and wrong, good and bad, fo
their conscience has also become dead.
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He will gather them, Y £ AOCR W@WW
(they will think) as le| g2 KET B
If they had not .
stayed but an hour ~£‘Z N ointy ¢

of the day.™ They 2B _ o
will recognize each & & 2K Bee ¢

other.Indeed,ruined aAqg ﬂﬁl@@( /@'5 Y
will be those who L _
denied the meeting @  © ¢& 186 nilgh®
with Allah, andthey | ,_, M

were not guided. >* A2 ﬁ)ﬁgm ki
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*53 That is, when they will enter the Hereafter and contrast
its eternal life with the transitory life they lived in this
world, they will realize that their past life was nothing in
comparison with the eternal future life of the Hereafter.
Then they will see clearly that it was a big folly to spoill the
eternal life for the sake of transitory joysand paltry gains
of the world.
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*54 They were losers because they forgot that on:hay they
would have to present themselves before Allah and as
result of this disbeliefthey committed evil deeds.
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46.  And whether ~@8 ---gﬁggm‘:‘N
We show yousome

of that which We A"IR~@=‘Z SR Ol ¢

promise them, or 2
We cause you to die MZHEAR :'EL“HIE

still unto Us istheir me, yﬁ&

return, then Allah is | _ | ) »y A
a witness over what | ‘TE& BZ3 "2 FE& , N

they are doing. A@7 B

47. And for every | _ . —
nation is a 79y g6 01

messenger.>> Then WVR/@ZSS""I :
when came their - )
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messenger, it was | pgyza (] At AEl e L DAL
judged between e e 3@2 5@@ Ww
them with justice, ~;:ﬁ|ﬁ‘ )\yﬁn"t’j By o

and they are not v
wronged. ° 56}\%-6

*55 Here the word ummat does not merely mean a natiol
or a community but includes all those people whom th
message of a Messenger reaches after his appointme
even though hemay not bealive among them. More than
this: as long as his teaching remain intact and within the
reach of everyone to ascertain what they really are, all suc
people will be treated and judged as his ummat and the
cases decided with justice in accordance witlAyat 47.
According to this standard, all the people of the world are
the ummat of Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him
and will remain so, as long as the Quan continues to be
published in its original and complete form as today That
IS why it has not beensaid, N"There is a Messenger in ever
ummato but AiThere isa Messenger for every ummab
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*56 That is, when the message of a Messenger reaches
people, they should know that henceforth they are on trie
and that no excuse would be accepted that they we
ignorant of it. Then judgment is passed on them witl
scrupulous justice. Those, who accept thenessage ant
mend their way Iin accordance with it, are declared to b
worthy of AllanhG blessings, and those who reject it al
doomed to a torment that may be inflicted both in this
world and in the nextworld or only in the Hereatfter.
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48. And they say: ~ p .
i Wh ewill be this € M *Qii: E RetZe DRy
promise. If you are _ A - o~
truthful . Rl siiech D D ERK
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49. Say:fi N power A, ~@/&~£ﬁ¢€ ~

| havefor myself to

harm, nor to benefit, @l K EW /mm

except that which L
Allah wills. ™7 For |2 G !"dhA °'A aul@

every nationthere is _

a term. When R®% F%D'%’ E%
' B B. -

reaches their term, ~1:ﬁ1l/f‘%D I%:hfﬂ 3&

then neither canthey

delay an hour, nor | j[Af 1 & ¢ VE

can they adv an

)~ gl T

*57 This is to say,| never said that | will sit in judgment on
you and inflict torment on those who do not believe in me
Therefore, | am not in a position to tell when the threat will
be made good. As the threat has been held out by Allah, |
will pass His judgment on you when He wills, and i
whatever way He wills, foreverything depends on His will.
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*58 That is, Allah passes His judgment on individuals an
communities after the expiry of the term that He Himsell
has set and He alone knows how long it lasts for
community. He is not hasty in giving rewards ol
punishmens. When He sends His Messenger to deliver H
Message, He allows sufficient time to each individual and
each community to consider it and ponder over it and men
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his (or its) way, during the appointed term. The period o
the term may extend to centuries in the case of
community and He knows best how long it should be.
When that term, which is based on justice, expires, and th:
person or community does not repent of its rebelliou
conduct, then Allah passes His judgment. When the time ¢
the judgment comes it is neither advanced nor delayec
evenby a single hour.
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50. Say: nDo you _a TPQE%?;QW - N

see if should comeﬁg ﬂ ' < W@Q@IH
to you His ¢ & A" H"]1T s
punishment by night B _ mm
or by day, what is| ~%Z 30 [AD ko t

there that would . W%
seek to hastenof it EBDE &K /g
the criminals. 0
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51. Is it then, when | qya & . 3z N T P W

! A C REZgF(
it has befallen, you 16 &6 WW
will believe in it. | ALA) E"®3" 2 b
What, now (you B BM m%ﬂ _@%ﬂ@
believe).And indeed, & UR"|- I(C" V 5%
you have beer BB Py ﬁled;m
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52.  Then it will . o
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be sad to those 4 _A)Qé @ %W @F
who had wronged: ¢ Emiz gfs B e
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53. And they ask|a 4. f’qDA /|
information of you Btl) ® &
Als it Say: |«<BOTO & 3§

nYelsy, my Lord,
Indeed it is truth.
And you can not
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escape. o
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54.  And if that 32 P@ "WRigE ~
each soul who had LA
wronged, had what } @2 &R~ % AY
is on the earth, it B
would offer as 0~@3E9€; K, HB'@
ransom all that, (it | _ L
will notbeaccepted). ﬂ (12 i )
And they will feel| ReEpce 178 E

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Y Y P Y Y P 9 e Y Y i e s e e e Y o P e e o A e e o P e e e e v e e s i s e e e sl i o A vl o A e e



Vo e d e d e e e e e d e e e e e dd e e e ed e e e e R e e S S G B B B B S e g
remorse when they /S 4pal B o] 4

seethe punishment. | M : f‘i R\mﬁéﬁ
=Y And it will be a (y2 Alilg o3 TN
judged between A B’W

them with justice, A O By ARZ

and they will not be M. A
wronged. R Libigy ~j;ﬁ’2

*59 AANnd they will feel remorsed When all of a sudden
they face the torment on the Day, which they had denie
throughout their lives, and on that presumption had gone
on doing wrong deeds. Not only this: they will also feel ver
sorry that they had denied the Messengers and broug|
baseless charges against them, who had warned them of
Therefore when they witness it against all thel
expectations, they will find the ground slipping from under
their feet and will feel utterly helpless and guilty in their
minds because of the remembrance of their wrong doinc
and of the pricking of their conscience. In short, theil
condition will be that of a gambler, who turns a deatkar to
the counsel of his welwishers and stakes his all on mer
speculation and goes bankrupt. But such a person has
blame none but himself only for his sad plght
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55. Is it not, surely
to Allah belongs
whatever iIs In the
heavens and the
earth. Is it not,
surely the promise
of Allah is true. But
most of themdo not
know.
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56. It Is He
who gives life and
causes deathand to
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57. O mankind, a, %g# )%B %,’:“ K ~ A=
iIndeed there has 3 B m@%
come to you an K /LAT & 3 kK /L-,a ..

advice from your
Lord, and a healing
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are in the breasts,
and a guidance and
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than what they )\~Q§’,;vﬁé
accumulate. ”

59. Say:fiHav e A, z ABﬁ,
seenwhat Allah has & @&kmf F[€

sent downfor you of | "®%a o g <%/K /L,%

provision, ©” then. A B H
you have made of * O-E"% % @ ”fZ
it unlawful and T 561

* ?
| a wf%Say:™H a gO> 2/ C

Allah permitted you ?I_“EEI 3 ’%]&aA;
or, against Allah,

. B o1
you inveR | O e

*60 It has been purposely avoide to translate the Arabic
word rizq into provisions, for it is liable to create a very
serious misunderstanding regarding the implications of thit
verse. For in this senseizg will be confined to food and
eatables only, whereas it is very comprehensive in |
meaning and it covers everyting that Allah has given to
man, food, children, knowledge, law etc.Instances can bt
cited from the Quran and thetraditions in support thereof.
Thus it has become, obvious that according to this verse,
Allah & sight it is wrong and sinful to adopt the attitude o
Independence towards every kind ofizqg, including articles
of food.

Thus it has become clear that the consequences of t
misunderstanding about the meaning ofrizq are far-
reaching. As a result of this limited meaning ofizq, it will

be sinful only to make the unlawful articles of food lawful
and vice versa but it will not be sinful ifthe people becom:
their own law makers in regards to the social, economic
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political and international matters. It is because of this
misunderstanding that even some scholars of the Islam
law do not consider it sinful if people do nbtake guidance
from the Sharia in regard to matters other than those o
food; whereas in this verse, Allah has taken to task all thos
people, who arrogate to themselves the right of makin
lawful or unlawful not only the articles of food but anything
tlgat has beenmade Iag(vful or unli wful by the Sharia.
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*61 The question has been posed to impress how horrik
and rebellious their crime is, as iIf to say: How dare you
make your own regulations contrary to those which Allar
has given you, when, infact, you yourselves are Hi:
creation? What do you think about the servant, who claim:
that he himself has the right to prescribe the Ilimits
concerning the things which his master has entrustetb his
care, and therefore, there is no need of consulting hin
How will you treat your own servant if he were to claim
that he had every right to use andspend as he will all that
belongs to you? Leavealone the case of that servaniho
does not acknowledge at all that he has any mastanr that
he is a servantand the things that are in his possession ai
not his but belong to somene else; for the case unde
discussion does not concern such a villainous usurper. T
guestion has been posed concerninghat servant who
himself acknowledges that he Is a servant of some mas
and that the things in his possession belong to the masi
and not to himself. Yet he claims that he has the right t
make rules and regulations and set limits for himsel
regarding the use of those things, and that there is no ne
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f%r him to consult hig master.
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*62 This question has been posed to corner tf
transgressors who arrogate to themselves the right to mal
rules and regulations in regard to the use they could maks
of the things of ther Master. It is meant to impress on thenr
that they have placed themselves in an awkward positic
by arrogating that right without any lawful authority.

Their claim would have been valid, if the Master hac
Himself authorized them to make whatever laws they like
concerning the use of the things entrusted to the servar
by Him. The pertinent question is whether they possess:
any such authority from the Master, or were putting
forward this claim without any delegation of such rights tc
them. If they had any such warrant they should show it:
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otherwise they would be guilty of two crimesrebellion and
for ery.
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60. And what think | Gty >cal§& AR |
those who Iinvent

againstAllah lies (of T ut?& Oy AR

their matters) onthe | féz
Day of Judgement. @ E % Sayj8z) A,

Indeed, Allah is full | AR . . <_ =
of bounty to B #1494 &ﬁ

mankind, but most N{~£Al§a o @A"} E’E
of them are not B
grateful. "©°

A4

*63Aa o§

*63 It Is a pity that most of the servants are not grateful tc
the Master for this great favor that He has given them ful
Instructions about the way they should live in His house
and the use they should make of His thingsand the
conduct they should adopt, as if to saylf you live in the
world according to My instructions, you will win My
approval and deserve the greatest rewards, but if you liv
as rebels, you would incur My wrath andmerit a painful
chastisement. Nay, instead of showing gratitude for this
favor, many of the sewants seem to think like this: The
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Master ought to have left us in the world without any
guidance and secretly watched us to see which of us v
living in rebellion against His law, and then punished the
criminals. They do not seem to realize that if the Maste
had put them to this hard test none would have escap:s
punishment. A
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61. And you are not '33‘14 Aga 1~ £
In any state,and you

do not recite any @&j :m.g%};_ &
portion of the| , B . E
Quran, and you do U %'J:ﬁ P B'GAO

not do any deed, ~@ZB’:§IR"" A @M@LE
except that We are _
over you witness ; QJRQ@’ZBK /LA
when  you are

engaged therein. "f:;l AEB |- ga

And not absentfrom | g~ a &
o# K /-
your Lord is a thing woA ﬂi[é-ﬂ

A
of the weight of an|  &xc~@ @oxr?e.

atom on the earth, H.
nor in the heaven, @ P o'opg¥C-@
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that, nor greater, q * W% M

exceptit is in a clear - .
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*64 These things have been mentioned here in order

comfort the Prophet (peace be upon him)and give a
warning to his enemies. These are meant to lessen his wo
and to strengthen him, as if to sayWe see all that you are
doing in propagating the Message of théruth with great

patience and fortitude, and exerting your utmost to reform
mankind. Rest assured that We have not left you alor
after entrusting you with this arduous duty. We are not
unaware of whatever you are doing for the performance c
your mission, and also whatever your eemies are doing tc
oppose you.On the other hand, a warning has also bee
administered to his opponets: Dond remain under the
delusion that no one is seeing what you are doing

opposing the Messenger of theéruth and the reformer of
mankind? We are seeing whatever mischiefou are doing
and whatever obstacles you are placing in the way of tt
mission. We ae keeping a detailed and accurate record ¢
all these things. Therefore beware that you shall be calle
upon to renderan account oféall your doings.
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62. Is it not, indeed,| =z_y3

the friends of Allah &1 i1

(are those), no fear (3‘ ﬁl 3£6°(‘~@z)aﬂj

IS upon them nor A

they shall grieve. A2 BB de
. M

63._ Those who @y P QAR R

believed and used BB

to practice RY a 'ﬁl&

righteousness.

64. For them are @‘jﬁtng&% a

good tidings in the
life of the world and
In the Hereafter.
Shall not changethe
words of Allah. It is

NA-gnd o
A 5&5‘5 ? [ﬁ‘fA

that the supreme  ACHERD A2
success.
65. And let not P & K &

PieSS T
grieve you their - HE
talks. Indeed, honor 1a) 3 = & doh ¥
belongs to Allah
entirely. He is the @ﬂ ﬁ':ﬂ?é )E C
All  Hearer, the .
Knower. A
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66. Is it not, surely Z & .
to Allah belongs " d A @ﬁ\ﬁ' iA qg% @ H}l
whoever is in the @ rge e, 38 &
heavens and Bﬁs@-‘ @f
whoever is on the|J (fgq;f) c*@ @ ¢
earth. And do not _ B
follow those who a&@ﬂ > ay/1f
call upon other - ;:ﬁ r .
than Allah partners. J @£ B f
M B
They do not follow /g0 A meEe 2
but a conjecture, H
and they are notbut -a| Bg~ gl M‘é
merely guessing.
67. He it is who y 1 ik w | 37 dc
made for you the . B
night that you may CWAA Bk (g
rest therein, and 03- r o
the daygiving light. RINC BE£"

Indeed, in that are
sure signs for a

peoplewholisten. ©°
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*65 This Is a concise statement of a very important subje
and requires a detailed explanation. The Quan declares in
a few words tha all religions other than the revealed one
are false becausethey have been founded on th
philosophical research for the primary cause of the origir
of the universe. The philosophical resaah is after all based
on gueswork, and is In its very nature incapable ol
reachingto the truth. The right way of arriving at the truth
IS to make a study of the signs (e.g. day and night) and
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the Message of the Prophets in a dispassionate manner. |
this is the only way of discovering theruth. Otherwise, if
one follows wrong ways he shall always arrive at wrong
conclusions. Let us now considerseveral methods tha
different people have adopted in search of this knowledge:
a. The mushriks ba% their search entirely and solely on
superstition.

b. The hermits and ascetics pretend and claim that the
acquire that knowledge by means of contemplation an
meditation and see the reality by peeping into the hiddel
But the fact is that they do not see the reality; it is only
trick of their own imagination. They form a mental image
and then concentrate their mind on it and eventally it
takes the shape of the so called reality.

c. The philosophers claim to base their researchon
rationalism but it is really only surmise and guessork,
even though they maygive logical arguments and soun
reasons in its support.

d. Then there are the scientists: though they follow th
scientific method of research in the physical world, the
abandon it completely in regard to their investigation into
metaphysics and start to follow onjectures, surmises, anc
guessvork.

Then these groups invariably suffer from prejudices anc
are not inclined to understand the point of view of thos:
who differ with them, and, therefore, obstinately stick tc
their own theories.

In this passage Ayats 66-67), the Quran declares that this
way of search after knowledge is basically wrong, as if f
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