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# €868 Al-Kahf

&1 Al $E0
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

Name
This Surah takes its name fromAyat 9 in which the word
Al-Kahfmeans A Thhecuraveo
Period of Revelation

This is the first of those Surahs which wereevealedin the
third stage of Prophethood at Makkah. We have alread
divided the life of the Prophet (peace be upon him)at
Makkah into four stages in theintroduction to Chapter 6.
According to that division the third stage lasted from thejx
fifth to the tenth year of Prophethood. What distinguishes*

this stage from the second and the fourth stages is th|*
*
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During the second stagethe Quraish mainly resorted to
ridiculing, scoffing, threatening, tempting, raising
objections and making false propaganda against th
Prophet (peace be upon him)and his followers in order to
suppress the Islamicmovement. But during the third stage
they employedthe weapons of persecution, mahandling
and economic pressure for the same purpose. So much
that a large number of the Muslims had to emigrate fromr
Arabia to Habash, and those who remaied behind were
besieged in Shb Abi Talib along with the Prophet (peace
be upon him) and his family. To add to their misery, a
complete social and economic boycott was applied agait
them. The only redeeming feature was that there were tw
personalities, Abu Talib and Khadijah, whose persona
Influence had been conducive to the support of two gre:
families of the Quraish. However, when in the tenth year c
Prophethood these two persons died, the fourth stage beg
with such severe persecutionsthat forced the Prophet
(peace be upon him)and all his companions to emigrate
from Makkah.

It appears from the theme of the Surah that it was reveale
at the beginning of the third stage when in spite ¢
persecutions and opposition, migration to Habash had nc
yet taken place. That is why the story ofAshabi-Kahf (the
Sleepers of the Cave) has been related to comfort a
encourage the persecuted Muslims and to show them hc
the righteous people have been saving thdiaith in the past.

Subject and Topics

This Surah was sent down in answer to the three questiol
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which the mushriks of Makkah, in consultation with the
people of the Book, had put to the Prophefpeace be upor
him) in order to test him. These were:

(1) Who were the sleepers of the cave.

(2) What is the real story of Khidr.

(3) What do you know about ZulQarnain.

As these three questions and the stories involved concern
the history of the Christians and the Jews, and wer
unknown in Hijaz, a choice of these was made to te
whether the Prophet (peace be upon him)possessed an
source of the knowledge of the hidden and unseen thing
Allah, however, not only gave a complete answer to the
guestions but also employed the three stories to i
disadvantage of the opponents of Islam in the conflict the
was going on at that timeat Makkah between Islam and
unbelief.

1. The questioners were ttd that the sleepers of the cav
believed in the same doctrine offauhid which was being
put forward in the Quran and that their condition was
similar to the condition of the persecuted Muslims o
Makkah. On the other hand, the persecutors of thaleepers
of the cave had behaved in the same way towards them
the disbelievers of the Quraish were behaving towards tF
Muslims. Besides this, the Muslims have been taught th
even If abeliever is persecuted by a cruel society, he shot
not bow down before falsehood but emigrate from the plac
all alone, if need be, with trust in God. Incidentally the
disbelievers of Makkah were told that the story of the
deepers of thecave was a clear proof of the creed of th
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Hereafter, for this showed that Allah has the power fc
resurrect anyone He wills even after a long sleep of death
He did in case of thesleepers of thecave.

2. The story of the sleepers of thecave has also been use
to warn the chiefs of Makkah who were persecuting th
small newly formed Muslim community. At the same time,
the Prophet (peace be upon him)has been instructed thai
he should in no case make a compromise with the
persecutors nor should he consider them to be mol
Important than his poor followers. On the other hand, thos¢
chiefs have been admonished that they should not |
arrogant by the pleasureof transitory life they were then
enjoying but should seek after those excellences which ¢
permanent and eternal.

3. The story of Khidr and Moses has been related in suc
a way as toprovide the answer to the question of th
disbelievers and to give comfort to thdelievers as well. The
lesson contained in this story is thisYou should have full
faith in the wisdom of what is happening in thedivine
factory in accordance with the will of Allah. As the reality is
hidden from you, you are at a loss to understand th
wisdom of what is happening And sometimes if it appears
that things are going against you, you cry outHow and
why has this happened The fact is that if the curtain be
removed from the unseen you would yourselves come t
know that what is happening hee is for the best. Even |
somdimes it appears that something is going against yo
you will see that in the end it also produces some go
results for you.

b3 3 5 b 3 50 56 0 3 58 0 0 3 8 b 0 3 3 b 0 3 b ob 0 36 s o o b s 5 0 b b 3 0 0 b b b 5 56 06 06 06 58 3 b 3 0 5 06 06 b b b b 0 b 0 0 3

Y Y P Y Y P 9 e Y Y i e s e e e Y o P e e o A e e o P e e e e v e e s i s e e e sl i o A vl o A e e



Y Y Y Y Y e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o

X X X X o X 2 X 2 X X 20 X 2 X X Yo X 50 X 2 Yo X 5 X 2 X X e X 20 X 2 X X 50 X 2 0 X 2 0 X0 26 50 X 5 5 X X 5 X X0 5 X X0 50 X0 X0 20 X 0 0

4. The same is true of the story of ZulQarnain for it also
admonishes the questioners, as if to sayY) you chiefs of
Makkah, you should learn a lesson from ZulQarnain.
Though he was a great ruler, a great conqueror and th
owner of great resources, yet he always surrendered to
Creator, whereas you are rebelling against Him eve
though you are insignificant chieftains in comparison witr
him. Besides this, though ZuwQarnain built one of the
strongest walls for protection, yet his real trust was in Allalr
and not in the wall. He believed that the wall could protect
people against their enemies as long as it was the will
Allah and that there would be crack and holes in itwhen it
would be His will. Whereas you who possess onl
insignificant fortified abodes and dwellings in comparisor
with him, you consider yourselves to be permanently sa
and secure gainst all sorts of calamitiesThe Quran turned
the tables on the questioners who had tried to expose t
Prophet (peace be upon him).

In the end of the Surah the same things have be
reiterated that were stated at its beginningTauhid and the
Hereafter are absolutely true and real andg for your own
good, you should accept these doctrinesand mend your
ways Iin accordance with them and live in this world witl
this conviction that you are accountable to Allah
Otherwise, you shall ruin your life and all your doings shall
be set at naught. A
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1. All the praise be
to Allah, who has
sent downupon His
slave the Book, and
has not placed

thereinanydeviance.
*]
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*1 That Is, there is nothing intricate or complicated in it
that may be beyond anyoné understanding nor is there
anything that deviates from the straight path of thetruth
and thus cause hsitation in the mind of a truth loving
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2. Straight, that He
may warn of a
severe punishmen
from Him, and He
may givegoodtidings
to the believerswho
do righteous deed:s
that theirs will be a
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fair reward. ABENT
3. They shall remain )\:d_ﬂb@\ e 5@
therein forever.
4. And may warn M_ ~ ary e
those who say: doi-@OR = @@@Mg
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*2 AThosew h o

dnalydes the Christians, the Jews ani

the mushrik Arabs whq assigned ogspring tdAllah.
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5.Theydonothaveof
it any knowledge,
nor their forefathers.
Dreadful is the word
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a lie. a £

that comes out of
their mouths. They
do not speakexcedt

*3ADr eadf ul I s the wordo
Allah has adopted that one as a sofi.his has been declares
to be dreadful because it was not based o any knowled
that Allah has a son or has adopted a soifhey had merely
exaggerated their love for someonand invented such &
relationship. And they do not redize that it is a dreadful
blasphemy, impudence and fabrication that they are
uttering in regardsto AIIal)x the Lord of the worlds,
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6. Then perhaps
you would torment
to death yourself (O
Prophet), following
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after them if they do ' o A
not believe in this 22 B Wlﬂfi aW

messagein grief. “4a (]

*4 This refers to the real cause of the anxiety of the Proph
(peace be upon him)at the time of the revelation of this
Surah. It clearly shows that the Prophet(peace be upor
him) did not grieve at the persecution from which he ant
his companions were suffering but at the deviation ant
moral degeneration of his people. What was consuming hi
was that, though he was trying to bring them out from their
disgraceful state, they persisted in it. He was grieve
because he was convinced that their deviation wou
iInevitably lead them to destruction and scourge of Allah
Therefore he was working day and night to save them but
appeared that they were bent upon incurring the
chastisement of Allah. The Prophet(peace be upon him
himself has described this state of his mind in &adition to
this effect: | may describe this thing in a parable. A persor
kindled a fire to spread light but the moths persist in falling
over it to burn themselves alive. Hdries to save them fron
the fire but the moths reduce his efforts to failure. The sam
IS true of me and you. | hold you by your skirts to keep yol
away from the fire, but you are bent upon fallinginto it.
(Bukhari, Muslim).

Though apparently it is merely statedthat it may be that
you will consume your life for ther sake out of sorrow, it
also contains a sort of consolation for the Prophdpeace be
upon him), as if to say As you are not responsible fol
forcing them to believe, why should you consume yourse
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for their sake. Your only duty is to give good news ani
warning and not to turn people into believers. Therefore
you may go on carrying out your mission of giving goo
news to thebelievers and warning of the bad cnsequence:
to the dlsbellevers
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test them, which of _ @@ Ah @k & éT#’ME

them are best in )
deeds. o@ N

8. And Iindeed, We | 4 S A 2 el R
shall make that S B,Bﬁilh& %%W@}E
which is upon it f&\'[@Z 2L @ A P
(earth)abarren land, ajaaz%%
dry.

*5

*5 Ayat 6 was addressed to the Prophefpeace be upor
him), but Ayats 7-8 have been directed to the dbelievers
iIndirectly, as iIf to say. You must understand it clearly that
all the things that you see in the world and which allure
you, are a transitory adornment which has been arrange
merely to test you, but it is a pity that you have bee
iInvolved in the misunderstanding that all these things hav
been created to cater for your pleasure and enjoymen
That is why the only aim and object of lie you have se
before you is: Eat, drink and be merry. As a result of this
you do not pay any attention toyour true and real well
wisher. You must understand it well that these things hav
not been provided for pleasure but are actually a means
testing you. You have been placed among them to see wh
of you is allured by these from the real aim of life and whicl
of you keeps steadfast in the worship of Allah, for whicl
you have been sent to the world. All these things and mea
of pleasure shall come to an end on the Dayyour
examination is over and nothing will remain on the eartf
because it WI|| be turnedlnto a bare plaln
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9. Or do you think B N DB R A
that the companions I " &l wﬁ-q W@'m{!@

B

of the cave® andthe | j pgs7 a» a a2+ &f | o ~... .
inscription ~/  were %mf%
among Oursignsa| = R§® é@# e

wonder. ® éw

*6 The Arabic word Kahf literally means a vast cave.
e B g BE &Y Lo s@de AlC v P o GAUAIC
" 1Mk v ot e

*7 There is a difference ofopinion about the meaning &
arragim. Somecompanions and their followers opined that
it was the name of that habitation where this event too
place and that it was situated somewhere between Ayl
and Palestine. There are other commeators who take it to
mean the inscription that had been set up at thecave as ¢
memorial to the sleepers of the caveAbul Kalam Azad, in

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Y ¥ v Y Hr e e i Y e e Y e e e e e P e e o A e e o P e e i e e e e e i sl e e e sl e e A ol o A e i e



Y Y Y Y Y e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o

X X X X o X 2 X 2 X X 2 X 2 X X Yo X 50 X 2 Yo X 5 X 2 X X e X 2 X 2 X X 50 X 2 0 X 2 0 X0 26 50 X 5 5 X 2 5 X0 X0 5 X X0 5 X0 X0 20 X X0 0

his commentary, Tarjmanul-Quran, has preferred the first
meaning and opined that it is the same place which has be
called Rekem in the Bible (Joshua, 18: 27). Then I
identifies it with the ancient historical city of Petra. But he
has not considered the fact that Rekem, as mentioned In t|
Bible, belonged to the children of Benjamin and accordin
to the Book of Joshua, the territory of this clan was situate:
to the west of river Jordan and the Dead Sea and that tF
ruins of Petra are situated to the south of Jordan. That i
why the modern archaeologists do not believe that Peti
and Rekem are one and the same place. (Please refer
Encyclopedia Britannica, 1946, VolXVIl, page 658). We
are also of the opinion that by Arragim IS meant the
|nscnpuOn
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N b0 pER| SAGN], T
*8 This question has leen posed to expose the skeptic
attitude of the disbeli evi
Cave, 0 as: Do you thiok thataAlftah, Who has
created the heavens and the earth, does not have the pov
to keep a few persons in a state of sleep for a couple
hundred years and then to raise them ugameas they were
at the time of going to sleeplf you ever had pondered ovel
the wonderful creation of the sun and the moon and th
earth, you would never have expressed any doubt that su
a thing was anything difficult for AIIah

m&@[mm@"wu Fng @ e & /ea 1 wiEs
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10. When retreated ;_A
the youths to the tEL B 2

caveand said: i O u ~fﬁé‘-x w1 N B0
Lord, bestow on us : -

from Yourself mercy | Mgy X1 & am.@'@
and facilitate for us

from our affair X'%’r@’ogb\ﬂ( Ndz

gui dance. ¢

11. So Wecaste A A A -
cover over their ears B fac 1/RlE? “EZ1

in the cave for a 3)\5;8"%—@(9‘2

number of years.
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12. Then We raised O A S S Y -
them up that We @N}ﬂ«A, AW&@M@MM@
might know which BRI¥B £2 8¢ sF 5 n  av o
of the two factions r %% [@Mﬂ
would calculate the €2 & &7‘5"" & @ .

extent they had _ el
tarried, in time. AU

13. We narrate unto adh aig @7 SARAR  Rr o 5 .
you their story with ! gz” i El M@ﬂ )
truth. " Indeed, o 9:55al WwN %]

they were vyouths é&--anmgm" E’E: @%w

who believed In

their Lord, and We @aA’JI’dU,EIg FCr A {@F%Q!ﬂﬁwﬁ

increased them In "o N
guidance.™° Q Hy

*9 The oldest evidence of this storys found in a homily
written in Syriac by Jacob of Sarug, a Christian priest of
Syria, who was born in A.D. 452a few years after the deatt
of the companions of the cavel'he homily which describes
the legend in great detail was composed by him in or abo
A.D. 474. On the one hand, this same Syriac version car
Into the hands of our early commentators, and lbn Jarir
Tabari cited it in his commentary with various authorities.
And on the other hand, it reached Europe where its
translations and abridged versions were published in Gree
and Latin. The abridged story as told by Gibbon in Chapter
33 of his The Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire unde
the heading,iThe Seven Sleepets so closely resembles tr
story told by our commentators that both the versions seel
to have been drawn from the same source. For instance, t
name of the king, whose persecutions made the Se\
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Christian youths of Ephesus take refuge in the cave, wi
Emperor Decius according to Gibbon. He ruled the Romal
Empire from A.D. 249 to 251 and whose reign is ver
notorious because of his persecution of the followers

Prophet Jesus (peace be wupon him) while our
commentators call him Decanus or Decalysetc. The city,
where this event happened was Aphesus or Aphes
according to our commentators, while according to Gibbol
it was Ephesus, which washe biggest Roman city anc
segort on the west coast of Asia Minor. The ruins of this
city can still be seen 20 to 25 miles south ohé modern
Turkish city of Izmir . Again the name of the king,during

whose reign the companions of the cave awoke, wa:
Tezusius according to the Muslim commentators anc
Theodosius Il according to Gibbon. He ruled over Rom
from A.D. 408 to 450, after the Roman Empire hac
accepted Christianity.

The resemblance between the two versions is so close t
even the name of the companion whom thgeepers sent tc
the city to buy food after waking up has been mentioned a
Jamblicha by the Muslim scholars and Jamblichus by
Gibbon. The details of the story in both the versions ar
also similar which are briefly as follows

When during the reign of the Emperor Deciusthe followers
of Prophet Jesus (peace be upon him) were being
mercilessly persecuted, theseven Christian youths hid
themselves in a cave and fell into a sleep. Then in the 3¢
year of the reign of the Emperor Theodosius |
(approximately in A.D. 445 or 446) they awoke when th
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entire Roman Empire had become Christian. Thus, the
slept in the cave for nearly 196 years.

On this ground some orientalists have rejected #u the
above mentioned story is the same as that given in th
Quran because the period of their stay ni the cave
according to the Quran (Ayat 25) was 309 years. We hav
however, answered this objection in E.N. 25.

There are a few minor differences between the Quranic an
Syriac versions, on the basis of which Gibbon hasharged
the Prophet (peace be upon him) with ignoranceHowever,
the Syriac version, on the basis of whose authenticity he h
committed this gross insolence, was even according to h
written thirty to forty years after the event by a Syrian. He
has not taken the trouble to consider the fact that verbe
versions of events do change a bit during such a long tin
while they are communicated from one country to the othel
Therefore it is wrong to take such a version of the story fo
granted and literally true and to charge the Quian with
discrepancy for any main difference with it. S%ich an
attitude is worthy only of those people who are so blinde
by religious prejudices that they discard even the mo:
ordinary demands of reason.

The city of Ephesus where the event of thdeepers of the
cave took place, was built about 11th century B.C. an
became a great center of idol worship, its chief deity beir
the moon goddess, Diana, whose temple was regarded &
wonder of the ancient world. Most of her devotees belonge
to Asia Minor and the Roman Empire also had accepte
her as one of its deities.
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After Prophet Jesus(peace be upon himwvhen his messag
started reaching different parts of the Roman Empire, &
few youths of Ephesus also gave up idol worship ar
accepted God as their only Lord. Gregory of Tours ha
collected details about these Christian youths in hi
Meraculorum Liber, which are briefly as follows.

They were seven youths. When the Emperor Decius hea
of their change of faith, he summoned them and questione
them about their new religion. In spite of knowing that the
Emperor was deadly against the followers of Christ, the
frankly admitted before him that their Lord is the Lord of

the earth and heavens, and that they recognized none else
Deity for if they did so, they would be committing a grave
sin. The Emperor became furious to hear this, and warne
that he would have them killed, but then considering thei
tender age, he granted them three days in which they we
counseled to revert to their old faith, otherwise they woul
be put to death.

The seven youths took advantage of the situation and fle
the city to conceal themselves in a cave in the mountair
On the way a dog also followed themrl'hey did their best to
scare it away, but it would not leave them. At last the
found a spacious cave as suitable refuge and hid in itand
the dog sat at the entrance. Being tired they soon fell into
deep slumber. This happened in about 250 A.D. After abol
197 years, in 447 A.D., during the reign of Empero
Theodosius Il, they awoke suddenly when the whole Rome
Empire had embraced Christianity and the Ephesians hau
given up idolatry.
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At this time a fierce controversy was going on among th
Romans regarding the reality ofthe life after death and
Resurrection, and the Emperor himself was anxious t
eradicate sanehow the disbelief in the life afterdeath from
the minds of his people. So much so that one day he pray
that God in His mercy may show a sign whichmay help
restore and correct the peoplés belief. In precisely the sam
days thesevensleepers awoke in the cave.

After waking up, the youths started asking one anothe
about how long they might have slept. Some said it mig|
have been a dayothers said it was a part of a day. Whel
they reached no conclusion, they stopped arguing, leavil
the knowledge of the exact period to God.

Then they sent Jean, a companion, to the city with a fe
silver coins to buy food, and warned him to be on his guar
lest the people should recognize him, for they feared that
they were discovered the Ephesians would force them

bow before Diana. But when Jean came to the city he w
astonished to see that the world had changed he entire
population had embraced Christianity, and there was
nobody Iin the city to worship Diana. He came to a shop ar
wanted to buy a few loaves of bread. When he paid in a cc
bearing the image of Emperor Decius, the shopkeeper cou
not believe his eyes and asked the stranger from where

had obtained that coin. When the young man said that

was his own, a dispute began between them and soor
crowd gathered around them, and the matter reached th
chief officer of the city. The officer himself was puzzled an
wanted to knowthe whereabouts of the treasurdiouse from
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where the young man had taken the coin, but the latte
Insisted that it belonged to him. The officer did not believi
him because he thought that a young man like him coul
not possibly possess a centuriedd coin which had not ever
been seen by the elders in the city. When Jean came
know that the Emperor Decius had died he was pleasantl
surprised. He told the crowd that he and his six companior
had fled the city only the other day and taken refuge in
cave to escape Deciogersecution. The officer was greatl
surprised and followed the young man to see the cave whe
his companions lay in hiding. And a great crowd followe
behind them. When they came to the cave, it was ful
established that the youths really belonged to the Emperc
Deciu period. Consequently, Emperor Theodosius wa
Informed and he also visited the cave to receive grace. Th
the seven youths went back into the cave and lay down a
breathed their last. Seeing this clear sign the peogles b
In the life after death was restored, and a monument we
ordered to be buik over the cave by the Emperor.

The story of the deepers of thecave as narrated above
corresponds so closelywith that mentioned in the Quran
that the seven yoths can easily be regarded a#&shal-i-
Kahf (the companions of thecave). Some people, howeve
have raised the objection that this story concerns aity of
Asia Minor, and the Quran does not discuss or refer to an
event that might have taken place outside Arabiatherefore
it would be against the Quranic style and spirit to label this
Christian story as the story of Ashabi-Kahf. In our
opinion this objection is not correct. The Qu@an means tc
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Impress and warn the Arabs by relating stories concernin
the various ancient tribes who had transgressed from th
right path and with whom they were familiar, whether they
lived and flourished inside Arabia or outside it. It is for this
very reason that a mention has been made of the aerat
history of Egypt in the Quran, whereas Egypt has neve
been a part of Arabia. The question is that when the histor
of Egypt can be mentioned in the Quan, why cannot Rome
and the Roman history with which the Arabs were a
familiar as with the Egyptian history? The Roman frontiers
adjoined the northern Hijaz and the Arab caravans traded
with the Romans almost throughout the year. Then ther
were a number of Arab tribes who were directly under
Roman domination and the Roman Empire was in no wa
unknown to the Arabs, a fact which is fully borneout by
Surah Ar-Room. Another thing which should be borne in
mind is that the story of the leepers of thecave has beel
related in the Quran in response to a query raised by th
disbelievers of Makkah, who had been prompted by th
Jews and Christians to question the Prophefpeace be upor
him) on such matters as were wholly unknown to the Arab
In order to test his Prophethood
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*10 That is, when they had believed sincerely, Alla
Increased their faith in the guidance and enabled them t
become firm and steadfast on the way of theuth even at
the risk of their lives rather than surrender before

falsehood. A B
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14. And We gave g adva™ st ef'
strength to their yree g j
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from them, and that
which they worship
except Allah, then
retreat to the cave.
"L Will spread out
for you your Lord
of His mercy, and
will make for you, of
your affair, e a s e

15. A The soar ,A S A '
people, have taken e %Bf& 9 Hdzy @W%M
other than Him gods. nsaf v R &

Why do they not E;ﬁ\,?.e Bgﬂz‘-"l WW@M
bring upon them a §pEy'cr A= yz.fA

clear authority. So

who does greater B 2 0 "\ FEEw

wrong than he who .

inventsagainstAllah &% Al

a |1 e.o

16. i A nwhen you qo--@Aal AR @

have withdrawn

- @2 96 1 o
W@y AT 2 G
n A K LA gl
yK o " O)'lﬂa #
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*11 When these Godworshiping youthsfled the habitations
to take refuge in the hills, the city of Ephesus as the
principal center of idol worship and sorcery in Asia Minor.
There was a great temple dedicated to # goddess Diane
which was well known in the whole world and attracted
devotees from farplaces The sorcerers, workersof magic
and occult arts, soothsayerand amulet writers of Ephesus
were well known and their black business had sprea
throughout Syria and Palestine, even as far as Egypt. Tt
Jews also had a big share in itwho attributed this art to
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Prophet Solomon. (Cycloped of Biblical Literature under
Ephesug. The predicament in which the righteous peopl
living in an environment of idolatry and superstition were
iInvolved can well be imagined from theremark of the
companions of the cave that occurs in Ayat 20: If they
succeed in overpowering us, they will surely stone us ft
deatQ or force us back into thelrfalt

) 7 @artor ® 6B wﬂ?r 4'91AN"~ @ tin K* 11
y ggJ ﬂl’ﬁMBm\L,BTdZE R 4BJ /\q&c V50 & @& élﬂ %njbum%
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rzna. Har « 8= o 9 g, Eide o aks A @ i
Bare sa dBh-£7 AWEA D LA @ P-@ Fu”
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17.  And *? you

. - 2
would see the sun REC (%U@ q W%ﬂ

when it rose, moving /ﬁ,(?‘--aM&U ; 1"?’@9
away from their ) ]
cave on the right, |# (ﬂﬁh@ ;/E,Cﬁ', a
and when it set, MAM B
passing away from ; E~2d " @@ T4

them on the Ieft, e B
while they were in G ER*> N

the open spaceof it. o I K1*13
* . B A2
13 That is from the % & B
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signs of Allah. He = -~ ]
whom guides Allah, B0 gpRe e Cco @

so heis guided. And | g5 BA 2| ﬁ@gp ;

he whom He sends

astray, then never aB™" ﬂmﬂ( a@/

will you find for him
a guiding friend. A a@ c e

*12 It has not been mentioned that in accordance with thi
mutual resolve, they left the city and went to a secretave in
the mountains in order to escape from death or force
apostasy.
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*13 This is to show that the mouth of thecave faced the

north. That is why the light of the sun could not enter inside

the cave and the one wh passed by it could not see who wi

Inside it.
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18. And you would . B o A gim
have thought them >§E: n'(% KT?é‘ﬂ Pﬁ&mm
awake while they g»a . iR~ A -~

were asleep. And | BB IB ®1 5 A Qﬁ&fs%
We turned them to <e]|tn>> 2 Ha& CF

the *rlght and Fo the " M M %‘WM

left. “*And their dog At | CHIE
stretchedhisforelegs

| BM _M__B AR Nab i
at the entrance. If L* %° RZOEA mm‘%g
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you had looked at et ga ey -
them, you would Ll 2

have turned back ug 1?(3‘ %E/Ty £
from them in flight,

M .M
and would be filled |2 W />QAT 2% ik
of them with awe.

*15 OA~@r & a g

*14 That iIs, If somene could havelooked at the seven
persons from outside and seen them turning from one sic
to the other at intervals, he would have thought that the
were not asle%were relaxing themselve

def) 1B - RYBHE 6 Bl A TBEY f0o8 digt 3514

@z W @2 W e e ¢
*15 Allah had so arranged their refuge that none dared g
Inside the cave and know about them ér it was pitch dark
In the cave and the dog was keeping watch at the entranc
If someone everooked into the cave and saw thesleepers,
he took them for some robbers and at once turned on h
heels. This was the reason why their refuge remained
secret to the outer world for such a long period.
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19. And in like
manner, We

awakened them™® | 1o g » 480 ik
that they might ask @280
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one another. Said a
speakerfrom among
them: A How
have y Oou
Theysaid: n Wdave
stayeda day or part
of a day. They said:
AYour lbest
knows how long you
have stayed.So senc
one of youwith this
your silver coin to
the city, then let him
seewhat isthe purest
food. Thenbring you
a provision from it.
And let him be
careful, and let not
know about you
anyone. O
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*16 They were awakened from their sleep Iin the same
miraculous way that was employed in sending them to slet
and keepig hem hidden from

A% ok Ao e B 3 R R 4B 16

AR G [I

Ighe (Rh,lter world.

20. Indeed, if they
come to know of
you, they will stone
you or they will turn
you back to their
religion, and never

/Bﬁ% //E—ﬁﬁ ﬁ
B B
~3:‘A~£k<|-3|fle~£'z\~ EN

PN eredy

M.
By £BA% MBI AR i)

X X X X X X 2 X X 2 X 2 X X e X 2 X 2 X X 5 X 2 X X 0 X 5 X 2 X X 50 X 2 X 2 e X 2 50 X 2 2 X 2 5 X X 5 X X 5 X X0 5 X X0 00 X0 X 2

b b 3 5 b 3 50 56 0 3 b 0 0 3 8 b 0 3 3 b 0 3 b ob 0 36 s o o b s 3 o b b 3 0 0 b b b 5 56 06 06 06 b b b 3 0 5 06 0b b b b b 0 b 0 0

Y ¥ v Y Hr e e i Y e e Y e e e e e P e e o A e e o P e e i e e e e e i sl e e e sl e e A ol o A e i e



Y Y Y Y Y e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o

X X X X o X 2 X 2 X X 20 X 2 X X Yo X 50 X 2 Yo X 5 X 2 X X X X 20 X 2 X X 50 X 2 0 X0 2 0 X0 26 5 X 5 5 X X 5 X X0 5 X X0 56 X0 X0 00 X X0 0

will you then be
successfulthenever.

W Ports = By &

21. And similarly, | a‘Apiess NI * £
We made their case B
known to them (the | ~FAlBIk U B)

people)™’ that they
might know that the
promise of Allah is
true. And that, the
Hour, there Is no
doubt about it. *®
When they disputed

among themselveof
their affair, they
said: A Bui ovdr

them a Dbuilding.

Their Lord knows
bestabout £
Said those who
prevailed in their
matter, 2% i We
surely shall make

over thema place of

wor shdp. o
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*17 The secret of their sleep was reealed when one of then
went to Ephesus to buy food for them and offered a coin
the period of Emperor Decius. As it was a changed worlc
he naturally attracted attention for he was wearing a
costume of 300year old fashion and spoke a languag
different from that in vogue. This was because during thos
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two centuries the language, -culture, dress etc.had
undergone a marked change. So the shopkeeper look
askance at him and, according to a Syriac traditionhe
suspected that he had dug up some ancient treasu
Accordingly, he gathered some people of his neighborhoc
and they took him before the ruler. On questioning, it wa:
discovered that he was one of those followers of Christ, wi
had fled the city 300 years ago to save thefiaith. As most of
the population had embraced Christianity, the new:
Immediately spread throughout the city and a big crowd o
the people along with the Christian Roman Ruler, arrivec
at the cave. It was then that thesleepers of thecave came tc
know that they had slept for aboutthree hundred years. Sc
after making salutations to their Christian brothers they lay
d]awrMand their soulsleft '[helé bodies.
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*18 According to the Syriac tradition, at the time of this
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occurrence, hot discussions were going on in Ephesus ab
Resurrection and the Hereafter. Though the people ha
embraced Christianity under the influence of theRoman
Empire, yet traces of shirk and idolatry of the Romans anc
the effects of the Greek philosophy were still very powerfu
So In spite of the Christian creed of the Hereafter, man
people denied this, or at least were skeptical about this.
add to this the Sadducee sect of the Jews, who formec
great part of the population of the city, openly denied th
Hereafter and professed to base this on the Torah. Tt
Christian scholars, however, could not put forward any
strong arguments to refute them: so much so that th
reports of the polemical discussion given in Matthew, Matrl
and Luke, attributed to Prophet Jesus (peace be upon him
are admittedly very weak even according to the Christiar
scholars. (Please refer to Matthew 22: 233, Mark 12: 1&
27, Luke 20: 2740). That is why the disbelievers in the
Hereafter were having the upper hand and even th
believers were being involved in doubts about it. It was ¢
that time that the sleepers of thecave were raised up anc
furnished an absolute proof ofthe life after death and
turned the scales in favor of the believers in this dlspute
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*19 It appears from the context that this was the saying c
the righteous people from among the Christians. They wer
of the opinion that a wall should be raised at the entrance ¢
the cave in order to let the sleepers renain in the same
condition in which they were, for they argued that their
Lord alone knew best about their rank and position and the
reward they deserved
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(i tic- @2 Gl t- @ZyA e BRBAGs /
*ZOThepeopIeﬁth ose who prevai lwetk
the Roman rulers and the priess of the Christian Church,
who did not let the righteous Christians have their way
This was because by the middle of the fifth century, th
common people, especially the orthodox among tt
Christians, had become fully involved in shirk and the
worship of saints and tombs. They used to visit the tombs
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the saints to worship them and kept the statues of Jest
Mary and the apostles in their churches: so much so that
few years before the rising up of thesleepers of thecave, In
431 A.D., a great council of the representatives of tf
Christian world had been held in Ephesus itself, in which |
was resolved that the creed of the divinity of Christ and ©
Mary as the mother of God, should be included in thi
articles of the Christian Church. If we keep in view the yea
431, it becomes clear that byithose who prevailed in their
mattero are meant the leaders of the Church and th
officers of the government, who had the reins of th
religious and political powers in their hands. In fact these
were the people whowere the upholders of shirk and whc
decided that a mausoleum should be built over theave of
the sleepers to make it a place of worship.

~@ A Lop Q’Jé@#cgna B fﬁfb[ﬁf lg; c’in‘\B"' @z, d¢ 8 20
c- g8 dea 4% 8o 0 - - Eﬁﬁmm%@w
A e Bim.,quycryﬁ B SoHac/c= b~ gy z;'ﬁlczu i
® @Ab"m»a | Bhe &/ -@B M P 6 | BEFLA> ) Bl A g
* @jo (Y peBOE i @\oRg I$@HE £ 928 il o Ty
gR L% ud, e abEmcr ¢ o Wl g Ev»@'iaﬁrz@ﬁ
ey ﬁ@@m; s G@S/ 6 B0 3T Gl 3/ s
/EE@/CIQ @L@momu@glﬁf oA aaney @2yl
fa gu{ly>y B-p- @f’% 0 & fidl A ﬁ@Ccﬁll/Cﬁ»a @éb

AaMmh% b 3 oEkEY @ i "R E da B Bew» I/

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Y Y P Y Y P 9 e Y Y i e s e e e Y o P e e o A e e o P e e e e v e e s i s e e e sl i o A vl o A e e



Fr v e e e A e e e e o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o e e o

*21 It is an irony that some people among the Muslims hav
misconstrued this verse of the Quan so as to make it lawfu
for themselves to Mlild mausoleums, monuments an
mosques over the tombs of the righteous persons and sair
The Quran has, in fact, pointed out the deviation of th
workers of iniquity who prevailed upon others and built a
place of worship over thecave of the sleepers, who were
Indeed asign of Resurrection and of the life afterdeath. But
they abused this good opportunity and produced anothe
means of practicing shirk.

One fails to understand how anyone can deduce from th
verse an argument for the legality of building mosques ove
the tombs of the righteous people, when the Prophgbeace
be upon him)has categorically prohibted this.

(1) Allah has cursed those women who visit tombs and tho
people who build mosques ovethem and burn lights over
them (Ahmad, Tirmizi, Abu Dawud, Nasal, Ibn Majah).

(2) Beware that the people, who have passed before y
made the tombs of their Prophets the places of the
worship. | forbid you to do that. (Muslim).

(3) Allah has cursed the Jews and the Christians, for the
made the tombs of their Prophé&s the places of theit
worship. (Ahmad, Bukhari, Muslim, Nasa).

(4) The behavior of those people was strange: if a righteol
person from among them, died they would build a mosqu
over his grave and draw his pictures. They will be treate:
as worst criminals on the Day on Resurrection. (Ahmac
Bukhari, Muslim, Nasai).

Thus, it is clear from the abovesayings of the Prophet
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(peace be upon him}hat building of the places of worship
over the tombs is utterly unlawful The Quran has merely
stated as a historical fact the sinful act of the Christial
priests and the Roman rulers and has not sanctioned suar
thing. Therefore no Godfearing person can turn this into
an argument for building mosgues over the tombs.
Incidentally, it will be worth while to cite a statement of Rev
T. Arundell who published his discoveries in Asia Minor in
1834. He says that he had seen the remains of f
Mausoleums of Mary and theseven deepers on a hillock
near the remains of the ancient C|ty of Ephesus.
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22. They will say:
N(They three
fourth of them their
d o g .And (some)
will say: i F i sixéh,
of themt heir

Guess work at the
unseen. And (some)
will say: nSev
and the eighth of
them their dog .

Say: i My d @
best aware of their
number. Noneknows

thembuta f eSw

debate not about gl ~ggal qugﬁ..

them except an A

outward contending. O @ AVCED Lt

And inquire not, o

about them, anyone
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of these. %3 %23 g

*22 This shows that about three hundred years after thi
event, at the tme of the revelation of the Quman, different
stories had become current among the Christians about tf
deepers of thecave, but generally these stories had a
authentic source behind them.This was because that wa
not the age of the press in which authentic books migl
have been published. Therefore naturally the stories ¢
events were carried from place to place by means of or
traditions, and with the passage of time many tales of fictio
got mlxed up with the real story
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*23 This Is meant to impress that the real thing in this story
IS not the number of thedleepers but the lessons it teache
(1) A true believer should not on any account turn awa
from the truth and bow before falsehood.

(2) A believer should not merely rely on the material mean
but on Allah. He should trust in God and follow the right
way, even though the outward adverse circumstances mig
appear to be unfavorable.

(3) It is wrong to suppo® that Allah is bound by any sc

X X X X o X 2 X X X X 2 X 2 X X Yo X 50 X 2 Yo X 5 X 2 X X X X 2 X 2 X X 50 X 2 0 X0 2 0 X 26 50 X 5 5 X 2 5 X0 X0 5 X X0 5 X0 X0 0 X X0 0

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Y Y P Y Y P 9 e Y Y i e s e e e Y o P e e o A e e o P e e e e v e e s i s e e e sl i o A vl o A e e



Y Y Y Y Y e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o

X X X X o X 2 X 2 X X 2 X 2 X X Yo X 50 X 2 X X 5 X 2 X X e X 2 X 2 X X 50 X 2 0 X0 2 0 X 26 50 X 5 5 X 2 5 X0 X0 5 X X0 5 X0 X0 0 X X0 0

called law of nature, for He is able to do anghing He wills
even though that might seem to be against some comm
experience. He has the power to changmy socalled law of
nature, whenever and wherever He wills andoring about
any extraordinary supernatural thing. So much so that He
can raise up anyone who might have been asleep for t\
hundred years, as if he had slept only for a few hour:
without letting any change take place in his appearanc
dress, health, indeed in anything, during the passage

time.

(4) This teaches us that Allah has the power to bring to lif
all the generationspast, present and future all together a:
asserted by the Prophets andivine Scriptures.

(5) It teaches us that ignorant people have always be
perverting the signs of Allah which are sent for the right
guidance of the people. That is how the miracle of tr
deepers of thecave, which had been shown as a proof of tl
Hereafter, had been turned into a means of shirk, as if the
were some saints who had been sent only for this purpose.
It is obvious from the abovementioned real lessons, whicl
one can learn from the story of thesleepers, that a wise mai
will pay his attention to these things and not divert it in
search of their number, their names, the color of their dot
and the like. Only those people, who have no interest for tt
reality but for superficial things, will spend their time and
energy in making investigations about such things. That |
why Allah instructed the Prophet (peace be upon him)¥You
should not enter into useless and irrelevandiscussions
about such thingsevenif other people try to involve you in
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them. Instead of wasting your time in such useless thing
you should concentrate yourattention only on your mission.
That is why Allah has not Himself told their exact number
lest it should encourage such people as are alwe
hankering after useless things.
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23. And do not say _gk & 6k ot @
of a thing: ASurely | & /g %

shall  do that w { & B §" 2EH &

tomorr ow. (

24. Except that, . v i) |
wils Alah And % I;T’ ATl
rememberyourLord g a' /AR QLS
whenyou forget, and
sql)ll: fi I_dt mthat | #1@e 8% Ko ) [
will guide me my ) A
Lord 24 what is VP ®"y g Ic*

. M = LA
nearer than this of % 18R wal}:

rior ght eous:|

*24 This is a parenthetical clause which has been inserte
here because of its relevancy to the preceding verse,
which it was asserted that the correct number of thi
sleepers of thecave is known only to Allah and a researcl
Into it is a useless task. Therefore one should refrain fror
Investigating Into unimportant things, nor enter into
discussions about them. This has led to the instructic
contained in the parenthetical clause for the benefit of th
Prophet (peace be upon him)and the believers who have
been told never to make a psitive assertion like this: | will
do this thing tomorrow, for you do not know whether you
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will be able to do that thing or not: you have neither the
knowledge of the unknown nor have full powers to do whe
you like. If ever inadvertently you utter anything like this,
you should at once remember your Lord and say
InshaAllah. Besides this you do not know whether there wi
be any good for you inthe thing about which you say: | will
do this. It is possible that you may do another thing bette
than that. Therefore you should trust in God and say |
hope that my Lord will guide me in this matter with that
thlng which is nearer to the rlght way for me.
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25. And they stayed B )
in their cave three }Nﬁé& 5G |

hundred years and *25 ﬁCb_Z X,
add nine. %°

*25 This sentencdas connected with the theme preceding th
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parenthetical clause like this.Some people wllsay. They
were three and the fourth was their dg . . and some
people will say that they remained in thecave for three
hundred years and some others would add nine more yea
(to the reckoning of the period) We are of the opinia that
the number of the years,300 or 309, has not been stated by
Allanh Himself but Allah has cited these as sayings of th
people. This opinion is basd on this succeeding sentenc:
Allah knows best about the period of their stay thee. If the
number of years, given in Ayat 25, had been from Allah,
this succeeding sentence wouldhave been meaningles:
Abdullah bin Abbas has also opined that this is not th
saying of Allah but that of the people which has been cite
as a part of the story

588450, ¥Re & B g9 aﬁ&pw &7k sz EK 128 » 25
&g Sk )KL&I Léﬁ. mas =0ugP 4t W B 80/
~@6/5 3 "Aeﬂl Gﬂcvlw@m 6 [I3 "> G ez Bm.e};gr@t“
i B g o ® B 1, ¢ g ik e 3%@Amﬂl[z@m fcie-
B A9tk M@B A 8 Gar) B EB Ton dﬁ@g i
,rﬁ"m%e[m G w@@@ﬂ@ &%y ke ) @6 ul"gmﬁ B
@%ﬁ ER‘EV’AA%’ B} A ﬂsﬁt@ﬁﬁ@f{ % ""w?cp‘\' W ’A ‘a

mguqr@?@ B A58 SfA @@g 3

26. Say: n Al | @ 5
knowsbest how long | % [N @™

act gj\era 0y
they stayed. He has| : AN
(the knowledge of) (~@ah) 48 @@-ﬂgﬁ)@%@
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the unseen of the
heavens and the
earth. How well
Seeing iIs He, and
how well Hearing.
They do not have
other than Him any
protecting  friend,
and He does not jon
In  His authority
anyone. o0

@ B B!~ 3
& cg gobFy Ny
agn LéfAM'@# ﬁ
Ry A 1L oR

\ Ogt~@’

"atI s
A Y

~ 7

g Ao o
Pt )b

adase

27. And ?° recite
that which has beer
reveded to you of
the Book of your
Lord. There Is none
who can changeHis
words, and never
will you find in
other than Him a
refuge. ™’
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*26 After relating the story of the deepersof the cave, the
Quran begins to review the condition of the Muslims ¢
Makkah at the time of the revelation of the Surah.
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*27 This does not mean at all that, God forbid, the Prophe
(peace be upon him)wvas inclined to make any changes ir
the Quran to please the disbelievers of Makkah and we
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thinking of some formula of compromise with the chiefs o
the Quraish which necessitated a warning that he was n
authorized to do so. As a matter of tact, though this we
apparently addressed to the Prophefpeace be upon him)it
was really meant for the disbelievers that they should nc
entertain any hope whatsoever for anything like this, as if t
say. You must understand it onceand for all that Our

Messenger is ot authorized to make any changes in Ou
revelation, for he has to preciselgonvey itjust as it is sent
down to him. If you want to accept it, you will have tc
accept it in its entirety as it is being sent by the Lord of th
Universe And if you want to reject it, you may do so bu
you must understand it well that no modification even in
the least, will be made in it to please youThis was the
answer to the repeatd demand of the disbelieversif you

do insist, O Muhammad (peace be upon him), that w
should accept your message in its entirety, then mak
certain modifications in it to accommodate some creeds ar
customs of our forefathers, and we will accept you
message. This is our offer for a compromise and this w
save our people from divsion. This demand of the
disbelievershas been cited in the Quan at several place:
and the sane answer has been given, e.yvhen Our clear
revelations are recited to them, those who do not expect
meet Us, say Bring another Quran in its stead or nmake
some amendments in it(Surah Younus, Ayat15).
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obey him, *° We -& { Gog e, :
have made heedles )

whose heartof Our "@Eﬂ 3!%‘.] Qg 2 /08

remembrance, and Y.
who follows his own | SINE3 "2 3 &N
desire and whose 30 wtis —n s
affair is beyond all MR

bounds. Y

*28 Though these words have also been addressed to
Prophet (peace be upon im), they are really meant for the
chiefs of the Quraish. According to atradition related by
Ion Abbas, the chiefs of the Quraish would say to th
Prophet (peace be upon him}hat they considered it below
their dignity to sit with such people as Bilal, Suhaik
Ammar, Khabbab, Ibn-Masud and the like who generally
remained in his company and that if he should send then
away, they would be willing to attend his meetings in orde
to learn about hismessage. Atliis Allah revealed this verse
And keep yourself wholeheartedly content with those whc
pray to their Lord morning and evening in order to win His
approval and do not turn your attention away from them:
Do you desire to discard these sincere but poor people
that the chiefs of the Quraish, the well todo people should
come and sit near you?This was meant to warn the chieft
of the Quraish to this effect: Your wealth, your pomp and
show of which you are so prouchas no value at all in the
sight of Allah and His Messengefpeace be upon him)Nay,
those poor people are really more worthy in their sight, fol
they are sircere and always remember AllahThe same was
the attitude of the chiefs of Prophet Noabs (peace be upor
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him) people, who said And we also see that none but the
meanest and the most shallow of our people 1@ become
your followers. Upon this, Noah (peace be upon hin
replied: 1| am not going to drive away those who hav
believed in me, nor can | ay about those whom you disdail
that Allah has not bestowed any good on thme. (Surah Al-
Anbia A)éat527 29, 31)

/cvgm‘ﬁ»@& oy @ U me Umy\m O f2eB b} A28
dhe 0@z 7 sl @r vg 9 1A wﬁd@";w Aw”tﬁCIWCR”‘Ec
A@%w@ m~dzﬂr@wc~ﬂm~ o 1L {2 Elﬂraent
Vg S ke B o>y #oa §0p w> BE
fu e avican N, 4, ’EF mpA @2 % 18y TR a/C~@

ﬁi%wn.-mf w6 G 6 Bese 4B 2 Bk pnaiz
,ul':'"m ATk { U, @”'u’u 3 ¢“GE &0 i & ﬁ%
walyee 6vc @B M 50 TeodaK a8 e AR
# 1%y lce| § §ﬁ~ 2 @é@ﬁﬁe@ W § 5§~£L§r ;cz[ﬁ
AR BCH: @AY %ﬁ‘alm, g»\%/q:ﬁ AR Olgl
dEﬂR e*:.f-‘.«u‘A;":‘*}"i\,"_. 3.5'1:.:;,-.:& @5\[—%»5& b %lf‘ﬂLﬁgo ﬂv>A
Lot onlf 8k /LA’“azﬁaA%E@zx 0 2K ol
m i&—fb‘ n@ unye VA1&~@ o ARy o

“Euec@ AN G mawZS@ﬁAb(@wMJ:&a% a&befb‘@
- V0 HIEHECNHD £

Y ¥ v Y Hr e e i Y e e Y e e e e e P e e o A e e o P e e i e e e e e i sl e e e sl e e A ol o A e i e

X X X X X X 2 X X 2 X 2 X X 0 X 20 X 2 Yo X 50 X 2 X X o X 50 X 2 X X 50 X 2 X X 2 X 2 5 X 5 5 X X 5 X X 5 X X 5 X0 X 50 X X0 5 X0 X 2 0
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%




Y Y Y Y Y e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o

X X X X o X 2 X 2 X X 2 X 2 X X X X 50 X 2 X X 5 X 2 X X X X 2 X 2 X0 X 50 X 2 0 X0 2 0 X 26 50 X 5 5 X 2 5 X0 X0 5 X X0 5 X0 X0 00 X X0 0

*29 That Is, do not yield to what he says, nor submit to him
nor fulfill his desire, nor follow his bidding.

1R Ao @ veoiy g3 w AR B 6 e ke " 4E20
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*30 The original Arabic text may also mean Who discards
the truth, breaks all moral limits and rushes on headlong
But in both cases it comes to thisThe one, who is neglectfu
of Allah and becomes a slave of his lust, inevitab
transgresses all Ilimits and becomes a victim
Immoderation. Therefore the onewho will submit to him,
will also follow the same way and wander about in deviatio
after him.
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29. And say:n T h

. . B . ¢ . ..
truth is from your # |/3 LK /N @ ‘J%Mpéﬂ
Lord. Then whoever Alja ¢, &R & » - ~
wils, let him believe, & T & T¥ Q{Q\AWM

and whoever wills, K* 1'611"‘| ER 2/

l et him ’Ca|3'§"T7EBAYR&31 mm

31 Indeed, We have

prepared for the By ¢l > & & MW
wrongdoers a fire, ANR ~ A o e
surrounding  them £ C R %ﬁg\m
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will be its walls. | gg gy 1'? @TQ EEIé

And if they ask for A A
water, they will be R? &g c™ .
showeredwith water | .33 sBM . &

ike murky oil 33 w0

which will scald the T-9 Bg&y2 2AfAR
faces. Dreadful iIs

the drink and evil is J 87" # G B ¥
the resting place. A Bl

*31 This verse makes it quite plain that the story of the
seepers ofthe cave has been relateda tell the opponents o
Islam: This is the truth from your Lord . Now whosoevel
wills, he may accept it and whosoever wills, he may reject
But people must understand that no compromise will b
made in regard to thetruth just as the sleepers of thecave
did not make any compromise with regard to their creed
They did not make any compromise in regard to the
doctrine of Tauhid after they had believed in it and
categorically declared Our Lord is the One Who alone is
the Lord of the heavens and the earth.After this
declaration they did not in any way accede to the making ¢
any compromise with their people, who had gone astra
But they firmly declared: We will not give Him up and pray
to other deities, because it will be the ngi improper thing,
If we did so. After making this declaration they left their
people and deities and took refuge in thecave without
taking any provisions with them. After this when theywoke
up, the only thing about which they showed any anxiety
was that their people might not succeed in forcing ther
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back to their own faith. After relating these things, the
Quran addresses the Prophe{peace be upon him}o the
effect (though these words are really meant forthe
opponents of Islam):It is absolutely out of question whethel
any compromise can be made with mushriks an
disbelievers.Present the truth intact to them whether they
accept it or not. If they do not accept it, they themselves w
meet with an evil end. As regardsto those, who have
accepted thetruth, (whether they be youngsters or poor
iIndigent people or slaves or laborersthey are really those
people who have a worth with Allah, and they alone will b
honored. Therefore you should not discard them and prefe
the chiefs and the rich people who may be neglectful
Allah and be slaves of theirown desires even though they
might be possessors of worldly grandeur.
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*32 The Arabic word Suradiq literally means sides of a ten
but, as used in the case of Hell, it may mean its extern
boundaries to which its flames and heat may reacl
According to some commentators, it applies to the futur
tenseiits walls will be surrounding themo so as to refer tc
the flames of Hell in the Hereafter. But we are of thi
opinion that its flames have already encircled, in this ver
world, these workers of iniquity, who have turned away
from the trch elnd that th%}/ cannot escape them.
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*33 The Arabic word muhul has several lexical meanings
According to some people, it means the residue of o
according to others, it is lava which is formed by the
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melting of things in the earth;according to someothers, it is
moﬁl;;n matter and according to othersit is pus and blood.
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wd B K, EBGE d5 hm@&y a &Cﬁ%y e aqua%gz &
i@ Ao Hg.oter * Tay £ 2qihs g (F a0 -

@z Sy 6

did righteous deeds,
certainly We do not
cause to be losthe
reward of him who
did goodin deeds

30. Indeed, those ; o, ava A A . g g
’ | C"AIR R > yy@
who believed and J@ﬁﬂm

31. For such, theirs |. gl = §& @z%
will be gardens of

Eden, flowing } & @z ¢ @/Jﬂt
beneath of them are M A
rivers. They will be ~ﬂa mzi‘;%a (
adornedtherein with A ﬁ. A
bracelets of gold®4| Y #} BEE

and they will wear @3 Eﬁ'ﬁ\z /3¢
garments, green, of

fine sik and gold R afdFy g @ &
embroidery, 3
reclining  therein f‘wa m,e..

upon thrones. *° },&*3\5’23(1&_3@8@

Excellent is the

reward, and good is A EjL3y B C
the resting place.
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*34 The dwellers of Paradise will be adorned with bracelet
of gold like the kings of ancient times. This will be to sho
that they will be adorned like the kings of this world,
whereas an unbelieve and wicked king will be disgraced
there.

« o e - 03P §38 ¢ ulne” mﬁ34
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*35 The Arabic word araaik is plural of arikah which is that
kind of throne that is covered with an umbrella. This is alsc
to show that in Paradise thebelievers will sit on thrones like
the kings of this world.
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32. And setforthto _ 4 e e
them the parable of B 1GC? 2 OTAKR

two men. >° We had a;':‘qgtn >I;3aEy2 R
provided, to one of A ) .
them, two gardensof /*: aC Uy ¢2 o0-@

B
grapes,and We had /ii§, 4&“»%"U | &

surrounded both B
with date palms and adh £, | 'ﬂ,ﬁc "

had placed between 3
them crops. ?\&‘\@'Z
*36 In order to understand the significance of this parable
we should keep in viewAyat 28 in which arrogant chiefs of

Makkah were told that the poor companions of the Prophef
(peacebe upon him)would not be discarded to please them
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33. Both the gardens
brought forth their
fruits, and did not
fall short thereof in
any thing. And We
caused to gush fortfr
In the midst of them
a river.
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34.And for him was
fruit. So he saidto
his companion,while
he was convesing
with  him: n |

more than you in
wealth, and stronger
Il n number
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35. And he entered
his garden =’ while
he was unjust to
himself. He said: i |
do not think that
this  will  perish,
ever.o
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*37 He considered his gardens to be Paradiséhus he
behaved like those mean persons whahen rise to power
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and wealth, are always involved in the misundetanding
that they are enjoying Paradisan this world, therefore they
do not stand In need ogy other Paradlse
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36. N Anlddo not B - M .
think that the Hour T !6 = @T? é!:ﬁ B s\ S

will ever come. And eagH ~
if I am brought back éz‘ Wy ® "R @ m %@%H

to my Lord, | surely B
shallfind better than BryBya'y ; f E#

this as a place tc *38 Aﬁk@ﬂ;‘:ya 5
ret urn. o

*38 Thatis,ldondt t hi nk t her death, dut
supposing thee be one,l shall fare even better there than ir
my present life, for my prosperity is a clear pran that | am
a favorite of God
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37. Said to him His
companion, while he
was conversing with ﬁ%%—a o LIOT-ia
him: NnDi sbe A B
you in Him who g %E&Sﬁ L”J3|“§‘[
created you from A

dust, then from a 2 aéf'za 5%§ﬁ'

sperm drop, then o .
proportioned you a A VIM
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completema n 3% |

*39 This shows that unbelief in Allah is not confined to the
denial of the existence of God in so many words, b
arrogance, pride, vanity and the denial of the Hereafter ar¢
also kufr. Although that person did not deny the existee
of Allah, he professed itas is apparent from his words And
If | am brought back to my Lord), yet in spite of his
profession, his neighbor charged him with unbelief in Allah
This is because the person, who considersstwealth and his
grandeur etc. to be the fruits of his own power anc
capability and not the favors of Allah, and who thinks that
they are everlasting and none can take than away from i
and that he is not accoatable to anyone, is guilty of
unbelief in Allah, even though he might profesdelief in
Him, for he acknowledges Allah as a Being and not as F
Master, Owner and Sovereign. In fact, belief in AllafF
demands not merely the profession of His existence but al
the acknowledgment of His Sovereignty, Mastery, Rule an

the Iike
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38. But He is Allah,
my Lord, and | do
not associate with
my Lord anyone.
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39. And why not,
when you entered
your garden,did you
say.: N Wh a wills
Allah (comedo pass).
There is no power
exceptwith Allah. “4°
If you seeme less
than you in wealth
andc hi | dr e
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*40 That is, If we are able to do anything, it is by the klp

and support of Allah alone.
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40. ASo it

my Lord will grant
me better than your
garden, and He will
send on it a bolt
from heaven so it
becomes a ground,
barren. o
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41. n Ordrains its
water into deep so
you would never be

B M A

T Goook
% SRR ot 49T

P §

turning his hands
over what he had

ablet o s eek
encircled his fruit. B
So he was lef :>%----g§ ey {Z

3aUlp Ao -

troop to help him
other than Allah,
nor could he defend
himself.

spent on it, and , -

which had tmbled - BEEETY E o
uponits foundations. | @A-¢ 4 n@é‘ee CAG
And hesaid,i Wo u " r
that | had not :533 U #ézlka/ fa
associated with my i
Lord,anyone. A et
43. And he did not M
have for him any Niek @ EompIvey
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44 There, the
authority is with
Allah, the true One
He iIs the best for

wi @, &1 A1der:

A . e .. .
* shget "R 3de) ! QR

reward, and the best @-@A%ﬂﬁl.@

for the final end.

45. And set forth to | . N S
them the similitude @'E‘?“-’EBZAG‘ A WW
of the life of the . o < Zeg
world, as water IR@@{E@@@@@@ ﬁmw
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which We sent down | .. N..AQ|P a A1
from the sky, so Mgaqﬂ A g’

mingled with it the 7 \p@ % AR R
vegetation of the g g
earth, then It c¥Zow Y& @ %
became dry stubble

that scatter it the f £ BA-RE b@
winds. And Allah is

over all things, L xaB€) 96 N

Perfect in power.

*41 Allah has power over everything.He gives life and alsc
death, He causes the rise and the downfallit is by His
command that the seasons change. Therefore,
disbelievers, if you are enjoying prosperity today, Yol
should be under no delusion thathis condition will remain
forever. That God, by Whose command these things ha
been bestowed on you, has the power to snatch away all t
by another command
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46. Wealth and | , ,
children are the @‘%A"@Z?n ;1 O7 AGALERPGICHE 2

adornment of the life EO@ A Np= A~ ARA . o -
of the world. And ~M/@M ' %%M@
what endure as the a0 B el _ . x5

righteous deedsare

better with your @ acgge @ "‘II-BIQ 5‘
Lord for reward, and o g S
better in respect of a\ ﬂf-a 2@ a@m
hope.
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47. And the day We i
shall set in motion BO% M E%ME

the mountains, ** gg 1?/*433.. e o
and you will seethe ‘e ’l!& %@x
earthasleveledplain, |fe B gt & 3 Al

3 and we shall  .B Q@'w %@i

gather them. Then ~gnTle BgU

shall not leave out *44 N gele

from them anyone.
*44

*42 The mountains wil begin to move about like clouds
when the gravitation of the earth shal be brought to an
end. The Quran has described the same thing i®urah An-
Namal, Ayat 88 in this way: When you see the mountains
you consider them to be firmly fixed, but they shall be
floating about like clouds at that tim
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*43 fiYou will see the earth as a leveled plain XYou will find
no vegetation and no building on it and it will become
barren plain. It is the same thingthat has been stated ir
Ayat 8 of this chapter.
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*44 That is, We will muster together every human beinc
from the first man, Adam, to the last one born in the las
moment of the Day of Resurrection: even that childvhich
had breathed the first breath after its birth, shall be
resurrected and all shall be mutered at one and the sam
tune.
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48. And they will be c £ AN
presented  before VK@ ﬂﬁé oi” ! R@WM
your Lord in ranks, Ay A#JB"“ U

Al ndeyeud have DRI
. R K Ndigy!
come to Usjust as ﬁ" %' I tﬂ_ﬁs <

A \\ . e
We created youthe @0232 Yitl_z?ﬁ'[’g& B mﬁm
first time. *° But s

you had thought that ﬁ"é %} Mﬁ% | 55
We would never K /LAM%T-.fAﬂ 53

make for you a term . B
appointed. )\/ﬁ%pmyﬂ

*45 This thing will be addressed to those who denied tr
Hereafter, as If to say Well, now you see that the
iInformation given by the Prophets has come out to be true
They told you that Allah would bring you to life again as He
first brought you out from the wombs of your mothers but
you disbelieved in it. Now say whether you have be¢
brought to life for the second time or not.
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49. And will be v§ AN T
# Q'@fl? INCB K&V

placed the book of ’ El,ﬁ E : yﬁ %ﬂ@ﬁﬁ i

deedsand you will 2| B-@i @B/ | < .

see the criminals @ m m

fearful of that which ~@& "u§® 8= B - "~ )

. . M

is there_lrl, and they | r.Ma, 510 M m}&@

will say: n Wo e t N

what is this book sfuy fee, T na SRPAAINIZE A

that leaves neithera M H. M B 5 [@

small thing nor a big |J A o4y | G %ﬁ NA %ﬁl

thing, except takes S Jﬂ%

account  thereof Bcy i ~Tid _@‘ %&le

And they will find oy &{ N& Em

what they  did, A MW

presented. And will ~gt # @ A7~

not do injustice your . 2 IR 2

Lord, to anyone. “° Ny é@l;fﬂﬂé

*46 AANnd your Lord does not do injustice to anyoned

Neither will an evil deed not committed by someonghave
been recorded in hisconduct register, nor shall anyone b
punished more than one deserved for his crime, nor shall &
mnm:ent person be punlshed atall. ,, A
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50. And when We _ BFA De o
said to the angels: LBE—an AR Q AR
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NPr ost melore
A d a msochey fell

prostrate, except
Iblis. " He was of
the jinns, so he
disobeyed the

command of his
Lord. " Will you
then take him and
his offspring your
friends other than
Me, while they are
your enemy. Evil is

oK B Tac,l
I E
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Ao 6 F

for the wrong doers
such exchange

*47 The reference to the story of Adam and Iblis has bee
made here to warn the erring people of their folly. It is ar
obvious folly that people should discard theiProphets, who
were their well wishers, and get entangled in the snarset
by their eternal enemy, Iblis, who has been jealous of me
ever since he refused to bow down before Adam ar
became accursed.

AA . A . B
O I3 "erA" (B E'E,Q’U'%*‘ 8 sEL" fch a‘ﬁcgm@@zgaﬂs *47
r e A R.
K B2 §1,ca3 "@zt"ﬂltr%m%@dw@vfw&"mﬂ m@%
) B R Bm o BoE CR @7 6
*48 It was possible for Iblis to disobey Allah because he wi
not one of the angels but one of the jinndt must be noted

that the Quran is very explicit that theangels are inherently
obedient.
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(1) They do not show arrogance; they fear their Lord Whc
IS above them, ad do whatever they are bidden.(Surah
An-Nahal, Ayat 50).
(2) They do not disobey thecommand that is given to thernr
by their Lord and do whatever they are bidden to do
(Surah At-Tahrim, Ayat 6).
In contrast to the angels, the jinns have been, like hume
beings, given the option to obey or not to obey. Therefol
they have been given the power to believe or disbelieve,
obey or not to obey. This thing has been made explicit he
by saying that Iblis was one of the jinns, so he deliberate
chose the way of disobedience. Incidentally, this ver
removes all those misunderstandings that are general
found among the common people that Iblis was one of tt
angels and not an ordinary angel but the instructor of the
angels. As regardsto the difficulty that arises becatse of
this statement of the Quan: When We said to the angels
bow down before Adam. Tley bowed down but Iblis did
not, it should be noted that thecommand to the angels wa
meant for all those on theearth who were under the
administration of the angels so that they should also &
made submissive to man. Accordingly all these creature
bowed along with the angels but Iblis refused to bow dow
along with them.
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51. | did not make ge « & %ﬁ_glﬂ"ﬁ

them withessto the

creation of the @c P Bq;_r@@

heavens and the

earth, nor their own l-,»‘ﬁ'cmg W @@ﬁ

*49

creation, ** nor was| - __ A 5

| to take the B %Er'd‘am ~&
misleaders as A
helpers.

*49 This thing has been asserted to impress on ti
disbelievers that the satas were not entitled to their
submission and worship, for they had no share at all in th
creation of the heavens and the earth, nay, they themsel\
were the creation of Allah: therefore Allah alone was
worthy of worship.
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52. And the Day He M A e o
will  say: ﬁCa(mgua o By @ @\ %E

: B r
partners of Mine, AL IS8 BE | “n m
those whom you @ o B DGR KR
pretend e d°° Bhen — 2HEET™ 2? &

they will cry unto ,@X‘E & g mﬁ(ﬁ %%ﬁm

them, but they will

not answer them, aggzadh |2 B g@ mm " 1835

and We shall put

between thema gulf PLAL 9 B aﬂ%

of doom. ™1

*50 This theme has already been statl at several places i
the Quran. This is to impress that it is shirk to discard the
commandments and the guidance of Allah and to follow th
orders and guidance of any other than Allah, though on
may not be professing withhis tongue that there is any
partner of Allah: nay, if one might be cursing others but at
the same time following their orders instead ofdivine
commandments, even then that one shall be guilty of shirl
For instance, we see that everyone in this world curs
satans but still folows them. According to the Quan, in
spite of cursing them, if people follow satans, they shall t
guilty of setting up satans as partners with Allah. Thoug!
this will not be shirk in so many words, it will be
tantamount to the practice of shirk and the Qum@an
denounces this as shirk.
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*51 Generally the commentators have assigned tw
meanings to this. The one is the same that we have adop
In our translation and the other is this: We will cause
enmity between them.That is: Their friendship in this
Worldé; all be turned Into bitter enmity, in the Her%after
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53. And shall se€ ,, .
the criminals the '"A“ i‘ﬁz EE |

fire and apprehend ~-@z @ 1 BT &g
that they are about
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to fall therein. And 23 B A-OfB "
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they will not find,
from there, any way
of escape.
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54. And indeed We
have diversified, in
this  Quran, for
mankind, every kind
of example. And
man Is more than
anything
guarrelsome.
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55. And nothing
preventedthe people
from believing when
had come to therr
the guidance, and
from asking
forgiveness of their
Lord, except that
there should befall
them precedent of
the former peopleor
comes to themthe
punishment face to

face. ™?
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*52 This is to warn the people that the Quan has left no
stone unturned in making thetruth plain. It has employed
all kinds of arguments, parables, similitudeand used all the
possible effective ways to appeal to the heart and the mir
of man, and adopted the best possible style. If, in spite
this, they do not accept the truth, it is obvious that they ar:
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waiting for GodG scourge like the one that visited th
former communities to make them realize their error.
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56. And We do not i M%ﬂfﬂ‘ |

sendthe messenger

except as givers of a' @ / p arf, J lé_ﬁ .

good tidings and B &
warners. 5 And ~®Z %A ©F c* 2

dispute those who _. & A
disbelieved  with e B B >

help from falsehood ,,f a b ETE%«B a
iIn order to refute

thereby the truth. @3 m A Bl 1
And they took My o

revelations and that k&ﬁ ‘é o & BC&
with which they are aﬂ .
warned as mockery. A<TBR I

*53 This verse has two meanings
(1) We send Our Messengers to forewarn the people befc
the coming of the judgment of the good results of obedien
and the evil consequences of disobedience. But these foo
people are not taking advatage of these forewarnings an
Insist on seeing the same evil end from which tf
Messengers desire to save them.
(2) If they insist on meeting with the scourge, they shou
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not demand this from the Messenger because the Messen
IS sent not to bring a scourge but to warn the peopl
beforehand to escape from |t
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57. And who s
greater wrongdoer
than him who was
reminded of the
revelations of his
Lord, yet turned
away from them and
forgot that which
sent forth his hands.
Indeed, We have
placed over their
hearts coveringslest
they should
understand this
(Quran), andin their
earsa deafnessAnd
if you call themto
guidance, never will
they be guided,then

ever. 24
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*54 Allah puts a covering over the heart of a person an
makes his ears hard of hearing théruth when he adopts the
attitude  of contention, dispute, wrangling and
argumentation towards the admonition of a wellwisher and
tries to defeat the truth with the weapons of falsehood an
cunning. Naturally this attitude produces in him obduracy
and obstinacy so that he turns a deaf ear towards guidanc
and is unwilling to realize his error before seeing his ev
end. For such people pay no heed to admonition ar
warning and insist on falling into the abyss of perdition:
then and then alone they are convinced that it was perditio
towards which they were ryshing headlong.
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58. And your Lord

is Forgiving, Owner ' Olﬁl ¥ ﬁ '
of mercy. If He were f‘mm El'm
to seize them for

what they have Amﬁe gff‘ng

earned, surely He
would havehastened }ﬁ" M "’Z\"I'I«!a 2

for them the B _BR. ‘
punishment. But for =T F%D'%’ gde

them is an appointed 0. san QM@.
term, they will never | & Y
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find beyond which ‘55 by

an escape.>”

*55 This iIs to warn the foolish people that they should nc
be deluded by the respite that is given to them and presun
that they will never be taken to task whatever they may g
on doing. They forget that Allah gives them respite becau:
He is Forgiving and Forbearng and does not punish the ev
doers on the spot, for His Mercy demands thathe euvil
doers should be given respite so that they may mend the
ways.
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destroyed them>® [®a @ RQ % 'ty L s
when they did| A A § %Mmﬂl@@
wrong, and We set/ ©@" @ ’HQIE’T /§E -
for their destruction : . W
a time appointed. 'm%pl%' ﬁ%a o ¥

*56 The ruined habitations were of Saba, Thamud, Midiar
and the people of Prophet Lot, which were visited by th
Quraish during their trade journeys, and which were quite
well known to other Arabs also.
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60. And when said
Mosesto his servant:
A | wi | | n
until | reach at the
junction  of two
rivers, or | go on

t°er m.
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*57 Though this story was told in answer to the question C
the disbelievers, it has been used to impress a Ve
iImportant truth on the minds of both the disbelievers anc
the Dbelievers. It is this: those people who draw the
conclusions only from the seeming aspects of events, mak
very serious error in their deductions, for they only se
what is apparent and do not go deep into thdivine wisdom
that underlies them. When they daily see the prosperity ¢
the tyrants and the afflictions of the innocent people, th
affluence of the disobedient people and the indigence of t
obedient people, the enjoyments of the wicked people a
the adversity of the virtuous people, they get involved i
mental conflicts, nay, they become victims ¢
misunderstandings because they do not comprehend t
wisdom behind them. The disbelievers and the tyrant
conclude from this that the world is functioning without any
moral laws and has no sovereign, and, if there Is one,

must be senseless and unjust: therefore one may

whatever he desires for there is none to whom one shall &
accountable. On the other hand, when the believers s
those things, they become so frustrated and dishearten:
that sometimes their faiths are put toa very hard trial. It
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was to unravel the wisdom behind this mystery that Allal
slightly lifted the curtain from the reality governing His
factory, so that Moses(peace be upon him)might see the
wisdom behind the events that are happening day and nig|
and how their seeming aspect is quite different from th
reality.

Now let us consider the questionWhen and where didthis
event take place? The Quan says nothing about this. There
IS a tradition related by Aufi in which he cites a saying ¢
Ion Abbas to this effect: This event happened after the
destruction of Pharaoh when Prophet Mose§peace be upor
him) had settled his people in Egypt But this is not
supported by other more authentic traditions from Ibn

Abbas which have been cited in the collection of Bukhat
and other books oftraditions, nor is there any other source
which may prove that Prophet Moseqpeace be upon him
ever settled in Egypt after the destruction of PhAraoh. On
the contrary, the Quran says explicitly that Prophet Mose:
(peace be upon himpassed hisentire life after exodus from
Egypt in the desert (Sinai and AtTih). Therefore the
tradition from Aufi cannot be accepted. However, if w
consider the details of this story, two things are quit
obvious

(1) These things would have been demonstrated to Propf
Moses (peace be upon him)in the earlier period of his
Prophethood because such things are needed In t
beginning of Prophethood for the teaching and training o
the Prophets.

(2) As this story has been cited to comfort théelievers of
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Makkah, it can be reasonably concluded that thes
demonstrations would have been shown to Prophet Mos
(peace be upon him)when the Israelites were encounterin
the same conditions as the Muslims of Makkah did at th
time of the revelation of this Surah. On the basis of thes
two things, we are of the opinion (and correcknowledge is
with Allah alone) that this event relates to the periodvhen
the persecution of the Israelites by Pharaoh was at i
height and, like the chiefs of the Quraish, Pharaoh and hi
courtiers were deluded by delay in the scourge that ther
was no power above them to take them to task, and like tf
persecuted Muslims of Makkah, the persecuted Muslims ¢
Egypt were crying in their agony, as if to say Our Lord,
how long will the prosperity of these tyrarts and our
adversity continue. So much so that Prophet Mosegpeace
be upon him) himself cried out: Our Lord, Thou hast
bestowed on Pharaoh and his nobles splendor ai
possessions in the worldly life; O our Lord, hast Thou don
this that they might lead astay the people from Thy Way.
(Surah Younus, Ayat88).

If our conjecture is correct, then it may be concluded tha
probably this event took place during Prophet Moses
(peace be upon him)journey to Sudan, and by the
confluence of the rivers is meant the site of the present ci
of Khartum where the Blue Nile and the White Nile mee
together.

The Bible does not say anything about this event but tF
Talmud does relate this though it assigns it to Rabk
Jochanan, the son of Levi, instead of to Prophet Mos
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(peace be upon him)and according to it the other persor
was Elijah who had been taken up alive to heaven ar
joined with the angels for the purpose of the administratior
of the world. (The Talmud Selections by H. Polano, pp. 31
16).

It Is just possible that like the events, which happene
before the exodus this event also might not have remaine
Intact but during the passage of centuries changes ai
alterations might have been made in it. But it is a pity tha
some Muslims have been so influenced by the Talmud th
they opine that in this story Moses does not refer to Propht
Moses (peace be upon him)but to some other persor
bearing the same name. They forget that every tradition ¢
the Talmud is not necessarily correct, nor have we ar
reason to suppose that the Quan has related the story
concerning some nknown person bearing the name Mose:
Above all, when we learn from an authentictradition
related by Ubayy-bin-Kaab that the Prophet(peace be upor
him) himself made it clear that in this story, by Moses i
meant Prophet Moses (peace be upon him) there is
absolutely no reason why any Muslim should consider ar
statement of the Talmud at all.

The Orientalists have, as usual, tried to make a researc
Into the sourcesof this gory and have pointed out thatThe
Quranic story may be traced back to three main sources.
(1) The Gilgamesh Epic

(2) The Alexander Romance

(3) The Jewish Legend of Elijah and Rabbi Joshua hen Le
(Encyclopaedia of Islam new edition and Shorte
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Erlcyclopaedia of Islam under the heading Al Khadir). This
IS because these malicious scholars decide beforehand t
their scientific researchmust leadto the conclusion that the
Quran is not a revealed book: therefore they have, anyho
or other, to produce a proof that whatever Muhammad
(peace be upon him) has presented agvelation, has beel
plagiarized from such and such sourcedn this these people
brazen facedly use facts and quotationso cunningly and
cleverly as to achieve their mean end and one begins to he
nause at their research If that is research what these
bigoted forgers make, then ae is compelled to curse thei
knowledge and research.

We ask them to answer our quesons in order to expose
their research:

() What proof do they haveto make the clam that the
Quran has based a certain statement on the contents o
couple of ancient lmoks? Obviously it will not be researcho
build this claim on the scant basis that a certain statemel
made in the Quran is similar to the one found in thes
books.

(2) Do they possess any knowledge that at thentie of the
revelation of the Quran there was a library at Makkah
from which the Prophet (peace be upon him) collecte
material for the Quran? This question Is pertinent becaus
If a list were to bemade of the numerous books in differen
languages, whichthey allege were sources of the stories ar
statements contained in the Quan, it will become long
enough for a big library. Do they have any proof that
Muhammad (peace be upon him) had arranged for suc
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translators as translated into Arabic those books fron
different languages for his use? If it is not so andheir
allegation i1s based on a couple of journeys which tt
Prophet (peace be upon him)made outside Arabia, &
guestion arises: How many books did the Prophdpeace be
upon him) copy or commit to memory during these trade
journeys before his Prophethood? And how is it that even
day before he claimed to be a Prophemo sign at all was
displayed in his conversation that he had gathered suc
Information as was revealed in the Quan afterwards?

(3) How is it then that the contemporary disbelievers ©
Makkah and the Jews and the Christians, who likethem,
were always Iin search of such a proof, could not pi
forward even a single instance of plagiarism? They had
good reason to produce an instance of this because th
were being challenged over and over againotrefute the
claim that the Quran was a revealed book and it had n
other source thandivine knowledge and that if they saic
that it was a human work, they were to prove this by
bringing the like of it. Though this challenge had broken the
back of the contemporary opponents of Islam, they coul
not point out even a single plausible source that migl
prove reasonably that the Quan was based on it. In the
light of these facts one may ask Why had the
contemporaries of the Prophefpeace be upon himjailed in
their research and how have the opponents of Islai
succeeded in their attempt today after the passagse more
than a thousand years?

(4) The last and the most important question is: Does it nc
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show that it i1s bigotry and malice that has misled th
opponents of Islam to disced the possibility that the Quran
may be a revealed book of Allah and to concentrate all the
efforts to prove that it is not so at alP? The tact that its
stories are similar to those contained in the former books
could be considered eaqally in this light that the Quran was
a revealed book and was relating them in order to correc
those errors that had crept into them during the passage ¢
time. Why should their research be confined to prove tha
those books are the real®urce of the stories of the Quan
and not to consider theother possibility that the Quran
itself was a revealed book?

An impartial person who will consider these questions wil
iInevitably arrive at the conclusion that the researchwhich
the orientalists have presented in the name of knowledge
not worth any serious conS|derat|on
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61. Then when g & 2

BY, E¥XRQfZ
they reached the | e ?3? ¢
junction between @% ? ¢A HAQZ‘A'
them, they forgot
their fish, and it @/®®& "gd7 ol
took its way into the
river as in a tunnel, | & Gy e a
62. So whenthey 1op pAB RW
had gone further, he
said to his servant:| DP @l&é&"a Ve

é’&\ﬁkmz K /d:

a 3K Ndz 42, °

you see, when we
took refuge by the
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suffered in this our B
journeyf at i gu "‘&T%

U A B A |
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rock, so indeed | naBige 2 Gl WQ\M@L
forgot the fish. And A .

nonemademe forget | ® Mlﬁg""‘%ﬁ'ﬁ WMQ@Q@
but Satan, that | adr C&I%XT' N FE T oean O
should mention it. A MW
And it took its *fER p-E @/e 1

way into the river alee

amazingly. A

B B
been se*e‘sgkf%& YT O 2> 2 B
So they went back k& 0@% @ Iﬁéa

on their footsteps M
following. A% g

64. He said: i T h -- > L - £
IS what we havellg&lt‘tiE ﬁgd%h 'ﬂ@ %@

*58 That is, the same was the sigrof the place of our
destination. This shows that Prophet Moseg$peace be upor
him) had taken this journey at AllahGs behest to meet Hi:
servant. He had been told that he would meet theervant at
the place wherSAt\he fish would disappeéelr.
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65. Then theyfound k ndzéyees B *igr
a servant among ZE '

Our servants, unto ﬁ‘t""»@b,(a & EB Q8 B

whom We had i
bestowed  mercy a/W&Tc@ﬂE

from Us,andWehad | : g b@tl_g’u
taught him from Us eo X
knowledge. ™ A e
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*59 The name of thisservant has been stated to be Khidin
all the authentic books of traditions. Thus there is no reaso
why it should be considered at all that his name was Elijal
as some people have asserted under the influence of
Israelite traditions. Their assertion is incorrect not only
because it contradicts the assertion of the Prophépeace be
upon him) but it is also absurd because Prophet Eljjal
(peace be upon himwas born several hundred years afte
Prophet Moses (peace be upon him). Though the Quan
does not mention the name of the attendant of Proph
Moses(peace be upon him)according to some traditions he
was Joshéla the son of Nun, who succeeded h|m
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66. Said to him .._@Ea Yos fi R Jc
Moses: N Mayl B _B 53
follow you on that T KMQIKM BBK

you teach mefrom CI£| 3% woh »8
what you have beer

taughtofwi s d o A[oE",

67.Hesaid:A |l nd _ BEEA

you will never be A ) B e
able to havewith me a0 .
patience. PBK g
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68. And how can
you have patience
with that you can
not encompassbout

b llSa-”
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which in knowledge. A2
69. He said: A Y o &?M BA
shall find me, if A gr tLdc
Allanh wills, patient PA, . A
and | shall not GHOST/ B %
disobey you in any %@A'gt’J 2 &

order . o

70. Hesaid:i So
you follow me, then
do not ask meabout
anything until |
mention to you its

2 EBRT hE" 1 A

s ORI @
Al B G5 &K e @

description. o AMMTS Mg,
71. So they both gy %LCEK Xk
proceeded, until,

whenthey embarked +1F@ 5’% ay €R @

on the boat,he made
a hole in it. He said:

AnHave you
hole therein so as tc
drown its people.

Certainly, you have
doneagravet hi n

A
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72. He said: i D1 «
not say, indeed, you
would never be able
to have patience
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:E!K g B W %

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Y Y P Y Y P 9 e Y Y i e s e e e Y o P e e o A e e o P e e e e v e e s i s e e e sl i o A vl o A e e



Fr v e e e A e e e e o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o e e o

with me. o Al
73. He said: i Ca sp "'tE"THAW“aA%a_e
me not to account M

for what | forgot, ?"-tf‘ AT el ¢ AR
and do not put upon

me in my affair any 1@ ~ B0 K tE’E'&
hardship. « )\{Y:!-

74.  So they both
proceeded until,
when they both met
a boy, so he killed
him. He said: i H a
you killed an
iInnocent soul
without (him killing )
soul. Certainly, you
have done a
depl orabl ¢
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75. Hesaid:n D i

not sayto youindeed,
you would never be
able to havewith me
patience.

~@_3'§:’Lef\q A B TE
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76.He said: n |l Bsk
you about anything
after this, then do
not keep me in your
company. Indeed,
You have receivec
frommean e X
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77. So they both
proceeded until,
when they cameto
the peopleof a town,
they asked for food
from its people, but
they refusedto make
them both guests
And they found
therein a wall that
wasaboutto collapse,
SO he set it uf
straight. He said: i |
you had wished,you
could have surely
taken for it a
payment. o
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78.Hesaid:n T h i

the parting between
me and you. | will

surely inform you of
the interpretation of
that you were not
able to have over
whichpat i enc

perk &8s
Bof ermx 1§
w@'rar@mge e
B3 Oy

79. 1 A s tHe baat,
it belonged to poor
people working at
the river, so |
Intended to cause &
defect in it, and
there was behind
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them a king who | g 581 <9 pel

was taking every %&}I:Q B £ %]% mq@

boatby f or c )%@0% .

g

80. i A nak for the vy O A SRR T
BLaB 2> ¢ L SDH/

boy, so his parents "A Bﬂ A - @5@ @lg

were believers and " AAFP T B TS k

we feared lesthe| A .BU m m

would push themin “efd B CA" LK[ Z

rebellion and

di sbelief. -

8l.NSo we ik, -@ p B yXY

that their Lord (Q

should replace for|® @ ":'QMB #/

them onebetter than | _. =

him in purity and PU- M BE Fm

nearert o mer -~@/Q

82. fi A nas for the B

wall, soit belongedto B HTREW

two youths, orphans | e ’I’BI&% B

in the city, and there
was beneath it a
treasure for them,
and their father had
been righteous. So
intended your Lord
that they should
reach to their full
strength and take
out their treasure,
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as a mercy from I "o ©of S g ..
your Lord. And | ﬁq:ﬁ A M@q@é
did not do thisupon ¢ a o/ "a 14
my accord. That is B _ B B %MRY}@
interpretation ofthat '} O/ TEB A"l |

sl

you could not keepto GO~ i
whichpat i efc TN

*60 In connection with this story, a very hard problem
arises to which an answer must be foundlwo of the three
things done by Khidr are obviously against thosi
commandments of thelaw which have always been in forc
since the creation of man. No law allows anyone the right
damage the property of another and kill an innocen
person. So much so that if a man were to know &
Inspiration that some usurper would illegally seize a certai
boat, and that a certain boy would be involved in a rebelliol
and unbelief, even then no law, sent down by Allah, mak
it lawful that one should bore a hole in the boat and kill the
iInnocent boy by virtue of his inspiration. If in answer to
this, one were to say that Khidr committed these two act
by the commands of Allah, this does not solve the problen
for t he gues tBywhose coonmanod didkhidin
commi t t hlaitds thasc iWsad was the nature of
these commands? This is important because Khidr did
these acts in accordance withdivine command, for he
himself says that these acts of his were not done by his o
authority, but were moved by the mercy of Allah, and Allah
Himself has testified this by sayingnWe gave him a specis
knowledge from Ourselves. Thus it is beyond any doubf
that these acts were done by theommand of Allah, but the
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guestion about the nature of the command remains ther
for it is obvious that these commands were not legal becau
it iIs not allowed by anydivine law, and the fundamental
principles of the Quran also do not allow that a persol
should kill another person without any proof of his guilt.
Therefore we shall have to admit that these commanc
belonged to one of those decrees of Allah in accordance w
which one sick person recovers, while another dies: ol
becomes prosperous and the other is ruined. If th
commands given to Khidr were of this nature, then on
must come to the conclusion that Khidr was an angel (c
some other kind of Allahd creation) who is not bound by
the divine law prescribed for human beings, for suct
commands as have no legal aspect, can be addressec
angels only. This is because the question of the lawful or t
unlawful cannot arise about them: they obey theommands
of Allah without having any personal power. In contrast to
them, a man shall be guilty of a sin whether he does ai
such thing Iinadvertently by intuition or by some
iInspiration, If his act goes against some divine
commandment. This is because a man is bound to abide
divine commandments as a man, and there is no roo
whatsoever in thedivine law that an act may become lawfu
for a man merely because he had received an instruction |
iInspiration and had been informed in a secret way of th
wisdom of that unlawful act.

The above mentioned principle has been unanimousl
accepted by scholars of thalivine law and the leaders o
Sufism, Allamah Alusi has cited in detail the sayngs of
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Abdul Wahhab Shiirani, Muhy-ud-Din ibn-Arabi,
Mujaddid Alf Thani, Shaikh Abdul-Qadir Jilani, Junaid
Baghdadi, Sirri Saqti, Abul-Hussain An-nuri, Abu Said-al-
Kharraz, Ahmad ud-Dainauri and Imam Ghazzali to this
effect that it is not lawful even for a sufi to act In
accordance with that inspiration of his own which goe
against afundamental of law. (Ruh-ul-Maani, Vol. XVI, pp.
16-18). That is why we have come to the conclusion th
Khidr must be an angel, or some other kind of Allalis
creation, exempted from human law, for he could not béhe
only exception to the abovementioned formula. Therefore
we inevitably come to the conclusion that he was one
those servants of Allah who act in accordance with the wil
of Allah and not in accordance with the divine law
prescribed for human beings.

We would have accepted the theory that Khid was a
human being, if the Quran had plainly asserted that the
servant to whom Prophet Moses(peace be upon himwas
sent for training, was a man. But the Quan does nol
specifically say that he was a hman being but says that he
was one of Our servantswhich does not show that he wa
necessarily a human being. Besides this, there is

tradition which specifically says that Khidr was a human
being. In the authentic traditions related by Said bin
Jubair, Ibn Abbas, Ubayy bin Kaab from the Prophet
(peace be upon him), the Arabic wordrajul has been use
for Khidr, which though generally used for human beings
IS not exclusively used for human beings. In th&uran
itself, this word has been used for Jinns alsds(rah Al-Jin,
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Ayat 6). It is also obvious that when a jinn or an angel or a
Invisible being will come before a human being, he wi
surely come in human shape and, in that form; he will b
called a bashar (man), just like the angel who came befo
Mary in the shape of a human being $urah Maryam, Ayat
17). Thus the word rajul, used for Khidr in the above
mentioned tradition by the Prophet (peace be upon him)
does not necessarily mean that he was a human beil
Therefore we are quite justified in the light of the above
discussion to believe that Khidr was one of the angels
some other kind of AllahGs creation who is not bound by the
divine law prescribed for human beings. Some othe
former scholars of the Quran have also expessed the sam
opinion which has been cited by Ibn Kathir in his
commentary on the authority of I\/Iawardl
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*61 It is quite obvious that the conjunctionwao joins this
story with the previous story of Khidr. Thus it is a self
evident proof that the previous two stories of thelsepers of
the cave and Moses and Khidwere also related in answe
to the queries of the disbelievers of Makkah who, i
consultation with the people of the Book, had put thes
guestions to Muhammad peace be upon him) as a test
his Prophethood.
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*62 The identification of Zul-Qarnain has been ¢
controversial matter from the earliest times.In general the
commentators have been of the opinion that he w:
Alexander the Great but the characteristics of Zil-Qarnain
described in the Quian are not applicable to him. However
now the commentators are inclined to believe that Zul
Qarnain was Cyrus, an ancient king of lIran. We are also
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the opinion that probably Zul-Qarnain was Cyrus, but the
historical facts, which have come to light up to this time, ar
not sufficient to make any categorical assertion.

Now let us consider the characteristics of ZuQarnain in
the light of his story as given in the Quran

(1) The title Zul-Qarnain (the two-horned) should have
been quite familiar to the Jews, for it was at theil
Instigation that the disbelievers of Makkah put this questior
to the Prophet (peace be upon him) Therefore we must
turn to the Jewish literature in order to learn who was the
person known as he two-horned or which was the kingdom
known as thetwo-horned.

(2) Zul-Qarnain must have been a great ruler and a gree
conqueror whose conquests might have spread from tl
east to thewest and on the third side to thenorth or to the
south. Before the revelation of the Quan there had beer
several personswho were such great conquerors. So w
must confine our research for the other characteristics c
Zul-Qarnain to one of these persons.

(3) This title should be applicable to such a ruler who migh
have constructed a strong wall across a mountain pass
protect his kingdom from the incursions of Gog and Magog
In order to investigate this thing, we will have to determine
as to who were Gog and Magog. We will also have to fir
out when such a wall was built and by whom and to whic
territory it was adjacent.

(4) Besides possessing the abowentioned characteristics.
he should also be a Godvorshiper and a just ruler, for the
Quran has brought into prominence these characteristic
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more than anything else.

The first of these characteristics is easily applicable t
Cyrus, for according to the Bible Prophet Daniel saw in his
vision that the united kingdom of Media and Persia was liki
a two-horned ram before therise of the Greeks. (Dan. 8: 3
20). The rws had a very high opinion of he two-horned
one, because it was his invasion which brought about tl
downfall of the kingdom of Babylon and the liberation of
the Israelites (Please also refer to E.N. 8 &urah Al-Isra).
The second characteristic i1s applicable to him to a gre:
extent but not completely. Though his conquests spread
Syria and Asia Minor in the West and to Bakhtar (Balkh) in
the East, there is no trace of any of his great expeditions
the North or to the South, whereas the Quan makes an
explicit mention of his third expedition. Nevertheless, thi:
third expedition is not wholly out of question for history
tells us that his kingdom extended to Caucasia in the Nortl
As regards to Gog and Magog, it has been nearl
established that they were the wild tribes of Central Asi:
who were known by different names: Tartars, Magols,
Huns and Scythians, whohad been making inroads or
settled kingdoms and empires from very ancient times. It |
also known that strong bulwarks had been built in southerr
regions of Caucasia, though it has not been as )
historically established that these were built by Cyrus.

As regards to the last characteristic, Cyrus is the only
known congueror among the ancient rulers, to whom thi:
may be applicable, for even his enemies have been full
praise for him for his justice, and, Ezra, a book of the ible,
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asserts that he was a Godorshiper and a Godfearing king
who set free the Israelites because of his Godorship, and
ordered that the Temple of Solomon should be rebuilt fo
the worship of Allah, Who has no partner.

In the light of the above, we admit that of all the
conguerors, who had passed awaydbore the revelation of
the Quran, Cyrus alone is the oneto whom the
characteristics of ZulQarnain are most applicable, but we
need more evidence to determine speaflly that Cyrus is
definitely Zul-Qarnain. Anyhow, there is no other
conqueror to whom the claracteristics stated in the Quan
are as much applicable as to Cyrus.

Historically, it is enough to say that Cyrus was a Persia
ruler, whose rise began about 549 B.C. In a few years,

conquered the kingdom of Media and Lydia and afterwards
conquered Babylon in 539 B.C. After this no powerfu
kingdom was left to oppose him. His conquests extended
Sind and the territory known as Turkistan on one side, anc
to Egypt and Libya and to Thrace and Macedonia and fc
Caucasia and Khawarzam in the North. In fact, the whole
civilized world was under his sway.
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84. Indeed, We
granted power to
him upon the earth,
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and We gave himall M
kinds of resources. fBC o
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85. So he followeda Brey ¢ et
way.
86. Until, whenhe | ¥ :meguty &1
reached the setting A ‘
place of the sun,®® %3 shetr g @R (

he found it setting in
a muddy spring, "©
and he found near
to it a people. We
said: n O
Qarneyn, either that
you punish or that
you adopt among
them a matter of
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*63 NThe setting place of the sumdoes not mean the plac
of the setting of the sun. According to lbn Kathir, it means
that he marched to thewest conquering one country aftel
the other till he reached the last boundary of the land

beyond which there was ocean
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