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In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

Name
This Surah takes its name from itsfirst word TaaHa. This
name, like the names of many other Surahs, Is mere
symbolic.

Period of Revelation
The period of its revelation is the same as of Sura
Maryam. It is just possible that it wasrevealedduring the
migration to Habash or just after it. Anyhow, it is certain
that this Surah was revealed before Umar embraced Islam
According to a well known ard authentic tradition when

Umar set out to kill the Prophet (peace be upon him) he
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met a certain person, who saidBefore you do anything else
you should know that your own sister and breher-in-law
have embraced IslamHearing this, he directly went tothe
house of his sister. There he found his sister, Fatimah, al
his brother-in-law, Said bin Zaid, learning the contents of «
scroll from Khabbab bin Art. When Fatimah saw him
coming she hid the scroll at once, but Umar had heard tr
recital, so he begano interrogate them about it. Then he
began to thrash his brotherin-law, and wounded his sister
who tried to protect him. At last both of them confessec
NWe have become Muslims; you may do whatever yc
like.0 As Umar was moved to see blood running dowfrom
her head, he said Showme the thing you were readingThe
sister asked him to promise on oath that he would not te¢
it, and added You cannot touch it unless you have a batf
Accordingly, Umar took his bath and when he began t
read the scroll, whidh contained this Surah, he
spontaneously spoke outWhat an excellent thing! At this
Khabbab, who had hidden himself at the sound of hi
footsteps, came out of his hiding and saidBy God, | have
high expectations that Allah will get great service from yol
to propagate the message of His Prophe{peace be upor
him), for just yesterday | heard the Prophet(peace be upor
him) praying to Allah: My Lord, make Abul Hakam bin
Hisham (Abu Jahl) or Umar bin Khattab a supporter of
Islam. So O Umar, turn to Allah, turn to Allah. These
words proved to be so persuasive that he at on
accompanied Khabbab and went to the Prophefpeace be
upon him) to embrace Islam. This happened a short tim
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after the migration to Habash.

Theme and Topics of Discussion
This Surah begirs with the enunciation of the object of the
revelation of the Quran to this effect: O Muhammad, this
Quran has not been sent down to you to put yo
unnecessarily hrough some great affliction. It does no
demand from you to perform the Impossible task o
Imbuing the hearts of the obdurate disbelievers witHaith.
It iIs merely an admonition meant to guide on to theight
path those who fear God and want to save themselves frc
His punishment. This Quran is the Word of the Master oi
the earth and the heavenand Godhead belongs to Hir
alone These two facts are eternal wéther one believe:
them or not.
After this introduction, the Surah moves on to relate the
story of Prophet Moses(peace be upon him)without any
apparent relevancy and without even hinting at its
applicability to the events of the period. However, if wi
read between the lines, we realize that the discourse
addressed very relevantly to the people of Makkah. Bt
before we explain the hidden meaning of the discourse, \
must keep Iin view the &ct that the Arabs in general
acknowledged Mosegpeace be upon himlas a Prophet of
God. This was so because they hdaeen influenced by the
large number of the Jews around them and bythe
neighboring Christian kingdoms. Now let us state thos
things which are hidden between the lines of the story
1. Allah does not appoint a Prophet by the beat of drum
or by celebrating the occasion in a regular and forms
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ceremony, as If to sayWe are appointing such and such
person as Our Prophet from today.On the camtrary, He
bestows Prophethood in a confidential manner just as H
did in the case of Prophet Mosegpeace be upon him)
Therefore you should not consider it strange |
Muhammad (peace be upon himhas been appointed as
Prophet all of a sudden and witlout any public
proclamation.

2. The fundamental principles presented by Prophe
Muhammad (peace be upon him)Tauhid and the Hereafter
are just the same as were taught to Prophet Mosgseace be
upon him) at the time of his appointment.

3. Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)has beer
made the standard bearer of themessage of thetruth
among the people of the Quraish all by himself withou
material provisions, just as Prophet Mosegpeace be upor
him) was entrusted with themission to go to a tyrant king
like Pharaoh and ask him to give up his attitude o
rebellion. These are the mysterious ways of Allah. H
Instructs a way-farer of Midian on his way to Egypt and
says Go and fight with the greatest tyrant of the time.He
did not provide him with armies and provisions for this
mission. The only thing He did was to appoint his brothe
as his assistant at his request.

4. You, O People of Makkah, should note it well tha
Pharaoh employed the same devices against Prophet Mo:
(peace be upon himas you are employingagainst Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him)frivolous objections,
accusations, and cruel persecutions. You should know th
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Allah® Prophet came out victorious over Pharaoh, wh
possessed large armies and war equipments. Incidental
the Muslims have bea consoled and comforted, though nc
In so many words, that they should not be afraid of fighting
with the Quraish against fearful odds, for the mission whict
IS supported by Allah comes out victorious in the end. A
the same time, the Muslims have been bkarted to follow
the excellent example of the magicians of Egypt, wi
remained steadfast in their faith, though Pharaoh
threatened them with horrible vengeance.

5. An incident from the story of the Israelites has beel
cited to show Iin what ridiculous mannerthe idolization of
false gods and goddesses starts and that the Prophets
God do not tolerate even the slightest tinge of th
preposterous practice. Likewise, Prophet Muhamma
(peace be upon him)is following the former Prophets in
opposingshirk and idol worship today.

Thus, the story of Mosegpeace be upon himhas been use
to shedlight on all those matters which were connected wit
the conflict between the Prophetfpeace be upon himand
the Quraish. Then at the end of thestory, the Quraish have
been briefly admonished, as if to sayThe Quran has beer
sent down in your tongue for your own good. If you listen t
it and follow its admonition, you will be doing so for your
own good but if you reject it, you willmeet with an evil end.
After this, the story of Prophet Adam(peace be upon him
has been related, as if to tell the QuraishThe way you are
following is the way of Satan, whereas the right way for
man is to follow his father Adam (peace be upon him)He
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was beguiled by Satan, but when heealized his error, he
plainly confessed it and repented and turned back to th
service of Allah and won His favor. On the other hand, If ¢
person follows Satan and sticks to his error obdurately i
spite of admonition, he does harm to himself alonekke
Satan.

In the end, the Prophet (peace be upon him)and the
Muslims have been advised not to be impatient in regard t
the punishment to the disbelievers, as if to sayAllah has
His Own scheme concerning them. He does not seize th
at once but gives themsufficient respite. Therefore you
should not grow impatient but bear the persecutions witt
fortitude and go on conveying theamessage.

In this connection, great emphasis has been laid d&alat so
that it may create in the believers the virtues of patience
forbearance, contentment, resignation to the will of Go
and self analysis for these are greatly needed in the serv
of the message of theruth.
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In thenameof Allah, A gd TR @2 C(B;

Most Gracious, e EoA
Most Merciful . A §GQ0
1. Ta. Ha. )\'PI/

2. (O Prophet pbuh) quf,lﬁtf“‘ - B &
We have not sent BA
down to you the ~g@r 'ﬁr-_p mAlfq‘gﬁ

Quran that vyou
shauld be distressed. w_A

3. But a reminder | g aj TBE Al
for him who fears.™* % ™5

_*1aI B-

*1 This verse makes plain the meaning of the previous or
The object of the revelation of the Quran is not to make the
Prophet (peace be upon im) do something impossible ant
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to put him to unnecessary distress by demanding from hir
to imbue the hearts of the obdurate people withaith, but to
admonish those people who havfear of Allah. Therefore
the Prophet (peace be upon him)should not waste his
efforts on those people who have no fear of God left
them, and who do not bother at all about what igruth and
what is falsehood. R
. o B P
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4. A revelation from

) ) ! AxSER A
Him who created| & aAé ;0 "HIg7 M@w
the earth and the \ . 7 A
high heavens. N = }/m aw‘lﬁﬁ)@a

5. The Beneficent ., Iﬁﬁ \ ’WL@
n . Q
on the Throne, Ay "“}2 1y .
alee

established. ?

*2 That is, after creating the universe, He is ruling over it
and conducting dl tr}g affairs of its management.

3, R DeaByrenEilsdys 1oyl 29 ;ﬁ“%{@zﬁg
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6. To Him belongs B 1'?:__!3' il & i %Iﬁﬁ-)@]%ﬁ

whatever is In the
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heavens and R ~@de R ) g
whatever is on the ' ‘

earth, and whatever @ A@? & %A"al 3

IS betweenthem, and A )
whateveris beneath A2 'ﬂﬁ"l *®
the soil.

7. And if you speak e D
out aloud, then &(Mwaﬂhﬂ' "

indeedHe knowsthe "Aﬂip E‘A @Er'ﬁ

secret and yet more 3
hidden. "3

*3 That is, you need not complain to Allah in a loudvoice
against the persecution from which you and you
companions are suffering and the mischievol
machinations your enemies are devising to defeat you fi
Allah is fully aware of all thosethings, and He hears evel
the corrE)Ia'nts you chergsh in _\éourhlgear .
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8. Allah, there is no M A AN ANILR f
god exceptHim. His @& % @jg3ral ’ﬁﬁ“@m

* g A Ons I ]
are the names, most 4)\ﬁC7‘T“°l@s~ﬂﬁ' A HW

beautiful. “*

*4 That Is, He possesses all the excellemttributes and

characteristics.
) § AE% A} B4

9. And has come to NG @l 3%:& /x@éﬁm
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10.When he saw a 1?*5 W!&WV‘ERQ £ 2Dy
fire, °so hesaidto| _H . o %mw@é
his family: A wai @ o & L€ e n o A
indeed, | saw a fire, A>3 3\,ﬁaA%@& me

perhaps| may bring 5
to you from it some 3 kgK /LAB B I-@[é_
burning brand, or | |« A
may find at the fire TaNgEL'y € oF
away. @ A® IE 0

*5 This happened when Prophet Mose@eace be upon him
was returning to Egypt after passng several years in exile
In Midian, along with his wife whom he had married there.
According to the early part of his history, which has been
related in Surah Al-Qasas an Egyptian had been killed by
Prophet Moses(peace be upon him)so he had to lave
Egypt in order to escape arrest and had taken refuge |
Micﬁl'iaf‘m o
. B B
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*6 It appears that this happened during a night of winter,
when Prophet Moses (peace be upon hm) was passing
through the southern part of the Sinal Peninsula. When h
saw a fire at a distance, he went toards it in the hope that
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he might get some of it to keep his wife and children warr
during the night, or at least get some gdance concerning
the direction of his journey. But instead of this it was his
good fortune that he found the guidance to theight way.
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11. Then when he W&ﬂBmézE?R(NZ

came to it, he was
called:n O Mo s | g A

12. il ndelean, g # \Bi~@ £F

your Lord, so take| B

; B
off your shoes. 7| 1 P Wy K

Indeed, youare in a 0p-& 3 Ar C:
sacred valley of .

Tuwad o

*8

*7 Probably, it is because of this that the Jews do not s:
their prayers with their shoes on. The Prophet(peace be
upon him), however, removed this misunderstanding,
saying: Act in contrast to the practice of the Jews who d
not say their prayers with their shoes or leather socks or
(Abu Daud). It does not, however, mean that one must s:
his prayers with the shoes on, but it is merely to make
lawful to say prayers with f10oes on.This is confrmed by
another tradition, related by Abu Daud from Amar bin
Aas, that he had seen the Prophefpeace be upon him
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saying his prayer both with and without the shoes.
There are other traditions also to this effect but it shoulc
also bekept in mind that there were no carpets, mats, etc. |
the mosques in those days, not even in the Propl&({peace
be upon him) Mosque. Therefore it would be improper to
go with shoes on into the mosques of today which ha
carpets, mats, etc. However, a may sayhis prayer an
grassy plots or open ground with shoes on.

- b "l %ﬂaw,@mm%@ﬁ etefe t:!-‘*7
mue@dnummm o a6 oy <" oy @O, ;
fA]&*I}'Z(lN lngFGﬂE&GI'{N §£’lBﬁ‘EoJ A oL
@mﬂﬁ%&&zﬂ?ﬁ °Zda |3fAR “NgE3 0.6 n & 7
B e B e 1) A m@ém@{“‘*ﬁsmffe&s 1) e, ;
b &0 mcme&zaa. yﬁf& AR EB T O“OE @“UcﬁAl
WAN“EU g dm s{gL@m 2~ ngcr w/uma.pﬂz
/u~@&©ﬁ‘&ﬁ\mn>\e_z/ﬁu§§%mﬂé EATLﬁaT&/@ﬂg@F
B, A= G " e g <5 @y vt - Ao@émé
yoromiy ¢ AR LG b 6 @'%@%m“ ) e (
wﬁ@m@u@%ﬂ& AeK g3 "4 @ R i Wik I b
o} @ @ B - @2 66 %ﬁ@r}mm LT B €
St sodha - a nararr § o o e, o
ot @ adTA; R 6, @ézjﬁ} %atm’iusgé 62 &ls
1{ K- @883 oxwf‘i@ o ity £ Grae) B TA

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A

X X X X Y X 5 X 2 Yo X 2 X 2 e X 5 X X 5 X 2 0 X 2 e X 5 5o X 50 X 2 0 X 2 5o X 5 X0 2 50 X 2 5o X 5 X 5 5 X0 2 X0 X0 5 X0 X0 50 50 5 5 X0 20
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%



Y Y e e e e e e e o e o o o e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ok

X X X X e X X X 2 Yo X 2 X 2 e X 5 X X 5 X 2 e X 20 X0 X 5 5o X 50 X 2 e X 5 5o X 5 X 20 20 X 20 X0 X 5 X 2 50 X0 5 X0 X0 5 X0 50 5 X0 2 X X 0

2 118F QE&A"']zawf%i;?ﬁv“Elg@n ﬁgﬁ CEy M@ﬁw. ;
B
+ £ LU INEET) Bilde 2w G BapLar( 1p Sowh

2 vto B8 el gl e 3\~ﬁaezﬁ%f§°za e

A-gz&r@ @y U, Ep-—QZ W‘tln“’? m
*8 In general, the commentators are of the opinion tha

Tuwa was the name of the valley, it according to some, I
IS the valley that had been made saed for the time being.
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13. hAnd have ’
chosen you,so listen } ! Wﬁ‘qﬁ V8

to that which is a)\lﬁ otk C
Il nspired.

14. Al ned,el am| ' .63 Gla_
Allah, no god is @/U'ﬁb\a Blg ﬁé

5> B L M .
there except Me, SO | JHE A K K2 24"jeehy
worship Me and \_‘1& %
establish prayer for | 4 EIA PN A% (0K
Myremembr *9}\%31 (

*9 This is the real object of Salat. It has been prescribed 1
remind people that they should not become neglectful
Allah by worldly diversions and that they should remembel
that man is not an unbridled free being but a servant o
Allah. Salat has been prescribed fie times a day to reminc
man of Allah presence.

Some people areof the opinion that it means: Establish
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Salat, so that | may remember you.
Incidentally, according to this verse, if one forgets to offer ¢
prayer in time, he should offer it when he recollects it. This
IS also supported by a tradition reated by Anas: If one
forgets to offer a certain prayer at the proper time, he
should offer it whenever he recollects thisfor there is no
other expiation for this omission. (Bukhari, Muslim,
Ahmed). There 1 another tradition related by Abu
Hurairah to the same effect. It was inquired from the
Prophet (peace be upon hint) What should we do if we
remained adeep during the time of prayer? The Prophet
(peace be upon him)said: There is no sin if one remaine(
asleep. The sin is that one should negledtis prayer
Intentionally while awake. Therefore if one forgets to offer ¢
prayer or remained asleep he should offer that prayer on
remembering it or on awaking. (Tirmizi, Nasai, Abu Daud).
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15. ﬁlndem@tﬁk@\alﬁﬁzuﬁ A

Hour is coming. | B @%J Mjg
will to keep it ek B'BfIBEFIR § = CSSA
hidden, so that may EJJ W’@’F@%ﬁ
be  recanpensed E&UR v Ln OABI

ow k- e
gvery swl*for What‘ A0k A aee | M
itstrives. ¢

*10 After Tau hid, the second thing that was reealed to all
the Prophets was the reality of the Hereafterand they were
appointed to impart its knowledge to their peoples. Here it
object has also been stated. The Hour of Resurrection

destined to come so that evergne should get the
recompense inthe Hereafter of what he did in this world,

and that Hour has been kept secret to fulfill the
requirement of the trial. For the one who believes in th
Hereafter will always be on his guard agaist any devation

from the right way, and the one who does ndielieve in the
coming of that Hour will remain engaged in other things
for he will think that he did not see any sign of the comini
of H1e Hour

Fen i A Broemrl rgfol o ik B o @510
Hah 6 os WEART B peerne, %A o/ amghy
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16. i So notolet | @ a a2 mak = Ad . o

him turn you away . A 03 " . A(ZA‘“ qg% %}E
from it who does not % 47 'C&“ﬂ&"fq @W
believe in it, and - gz C@é‘ﬁ%| 3"3 % ‘
follows his desire, M o x
lestyouthenp e r i N &y aﬁ/%
17. fi Andhat is|ngdy " o Yidt Wﬂ
that in your right '% &?bvﬁ- } |$Jﬂ -
hand,O Mo s’'é's e KUE aee

*11 This gquestion was not asked for the sake of getting al
iInformation, for Allanh knew that Moses (peace be upor
him) held a staffin his hand. The question was posed with
view to impressing upon him the fact that it was a staff s
that he might be menally prepared to see the miracle whict
was going to be performed with it.
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18. Hesaid: n Th
Is my staff, 1 lean
upon it, and |
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shake down leave
with it for my goats
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and for me with it ~@ "~@Z tﬁ aCt AN
there are other % é‘@/ H:E
us e's$?, o 120 kKb &,

*12 Prophet Moses (peace be upon him)deliberately
prolonged his answer and did not stop at: It is my staff
This was because & naurally wanted to prolong the
dlalogue to make the pr|V|Iege meetlng last longer.
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19.Hesaid:A T hr

. ~ Rap " n
itdown,O Mo s € )anAbK,.I,d_IO

20. So he threw it B, o A E
down, then behold, Y BET7IE?=" %231
it was a serpent "lj;k;B x & o~

moving swiftly.

21. Hesaid: h Se H A .
it and do not fear. YK #F-€0 "s2HighO

We shall return it to A0 1h@ % B ap £
Its for mel

22. A Andraw in ~§{ﬁ'@|>% K[ =

your hand to your

side, it will come R i g6 Qe

out white shining A -
without disease, "2 A J% E’ﬁojma U

anot her S i

*13That is, your hand will shine brightly like the sun, but it
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will not cause any hurt to you. It is strange that the Bible
Interprets this miracle, saying thathis hand was leprous a:
snow but it wasturned again as his otheiflesh. The Talmud
also interprets the miracle in the same way and adds thi
this was a miracle which was meant for Pharaoh who v&
suffering from leprosy. It is a pity that the same
Interpretation has been adopted by our own commentator:
though the corred interpretation is the one that has bee
adopted by us, and many former commentators. Obvioush
It IS bad taste to attribute to a Prophet the repugnant
miracle of leprogy and that, foo, befgge a king in his court.
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Indeed, he has
transgres: .21 BN té

24.71 G oo Pharaoh. £ glag e (n (151 .@% m%ﬁ
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25. He said: N MY g =€ # Kk B B "1¢
Lord, open up for ¥ @@) -

memy c h'é&st Vo W

*14 That is, fill my heart with the courage that may enable
me to perform the obligations connectedwith the great
mission of a Messeger, and give me the confidence for it
fulfillment. Prophet Moses (peace be upon him)rayed for
this because he realized the grave responsibilities of t
great mission.

A
A 30, RRICKK e . kel LB 03KR e @ Kk -G 14
oK WK Fge GRQMEEE Ol g @Y el
3 "M@y "EEAE Qe pEpiee Bich, 2 ® 1953 AV % /4

P A

A BB g @
26. N A n dase for

memy t ask. @'@% Kb~ T a@qyl@%g

27. @i A nuhtie the _ N Q%QQ‘ 10
knot  from my ACAR) B KEPF? ng
a

tongue. 0

28. iThat t . . F L -
understand my A% - EABIK liea
word. o

*15 Prophet Moses(peace be upon himprayed to Allah for
this because he was conscious that he was not a flu
speaker but was slow of speech. He also knew that as
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Messenger he would have to be fluent in ordeto impress
Pharaoh and his courtiers. Thisis confirmed by the Bible
(Exodus 4: 10) but the Talmud gives a strange explanatic
for this impediment in his speech. Acading to it, when he
was a child he burnt his tongue with a live coal to escaj
punishment from Pharaoh whose crown he had taken of
from his head and put it on his own head. The same sto
has been adopted by many of our commentators thoughig
absurd on the face of it. Our Iinterpretation is also
confirmed by the Quran. Thefact is, that atfirst he was not
a fluent speaker and Pharah had also taunted him on this
Impediment. (Surah Az-Zukhruf, Ayat 52). Prophet Moses
realized the same for hesaid: My brother Aaron is more
fluent than me, so send him with me as a hpér, so that he
may support me (with his fluent speech)(Surah Al-Qasas,
Ayat 34). Afterwards this impediment in his speech wa
removed and he was able to deliver very fluent spekees.
This may be testified by his speeches which have been ci
both in the Bible and in the Quran for they are
masterpieces of eloguence andetoric.

Above all, it does not stand to reason that Allah shoul
appoint a lisper or a stammerer or a stuttere as His
Messenger. That is why the Messengers have always be
the best of mankind in regard to their appearance,
personality and capabilities br they had to be most
Impressive both in their appearance and conduct, so thi
they could not be made the targt of ridicule and contempt
by the people because of such personal defects

stammering or stuttering.
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29. i An dappoint w1 ud R
for me an assistant

v, - ! ,_;_~,.
frommy fami o oYk BAGN| adef

30 ﬁAal’ Olﬂny, *16}\ M > o~ 3
i . CLAEACB g
br ot hier . o %

*16 Prophet Aaron was three years older than Prophe
I\/Ioses(peace be uporthem). (Exodus7:7)
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31. nAMake firm B . . _ A o R .
through him my %0 @M %0 73@] ﬂ@yw

strength. o

32. i An det him s
sharein my t as ~EEKHE 2§

33. i T h ave may F T
glorify You plenty. ¢~ © Eﬂ/"@%ﬂi@ﬂ“

34. A A nrémember . .
You plenty. © Ao i £ AT

35.A 1 n d ¥om d_re Y- Uk ﬁ )@

ever seel |
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36.Hesaid:fi | n d *ﬁgﬁﬁmngw ﬂ@ 3@@@

you have beengiven

what you asked O ¥ K Adee |’ @

Moses. O

37.01 A nindeed,We

have ddne félvor /E:‘gaA%EA%& @% @\m

upon  you another “17\ A ‘a& ¢ 5@}/]3{5

time ." ¢

*17 Allah recounts the favors He had shown to Prophe
Moses (peace be upon him) since his birth in order to
Impress upon him the fact that he had been broughtup
under divine care right from his birth for the purpose of
appointing him as a Messenger. Here mere referencéave
been made but in SurahAl-Qasasdetails of thefavors have

bq&n glven R
o “leh| ¥, e e o 6 & € @r@gﬁ%m“@gaﬂm 617
Algzr@ws‘(/s{‘é @?%%man»ga %"y Bz 2 o l
2 §, 3B@Et@§rg¢gﬁ%tﬁ°‘ 5 @éd,@%'yd' thLfaa|O@,@
~ﬁ@/¥% s gigs &y & 1ege @ "fﬁ'@%%[ﬁa @ -
A | B A-£A I E@“l@ @ /7

38. A Wh W - = W
inspirerc]j toe ;ou$ IBU_& W@ERQ'@\wmwé

I BA o
mother that which is Wy &ag K a@j’@

Il nspired.

39. 1 T h gut him Xe A a §lm LA e~ e
iInto the chest then W @:éﬁ ' ) WM\W@
put it into the river, Ly R g I

t_hen shall castit the buaé] N '&Blé B @r@]&ﬁw

river onto the bank.
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There shall take him
an enemyto Me and
an enemy to him.
And | Dbestowed
upon you love from
Me, and that you
would be brought
up under My sight.
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40.When your sista
went and she said:
Shall | directyou to
someone who will
look after him. So
We restored you to
your mother that
she might cool her

eyes and she might
not grieve. And you
did kill a man, then
We savedyou from
a grea distress, and
We tried you with
many trials. Then
you stayedfew years
among the peopleof
Midian. Then you
came at the time
ordained, O Moseso
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41. n And have
chosen you for
My sel f. o
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42. h Goyou and
your brother, with
My signs,and do not
slaken in My
remembr ani
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43.7 Go lobybu
to Pharaoh. Indeed,
hehastransgressedo

44.1 T h sepeak you
two to him a gentle
speechthat perhaps
he may take heedor

f eats. o

*18Theonly two waysof bringing amanto theright way are:
(1) To convince him byargument and admonition, or

(2) To warn him of the

igeRrERg N 5 £5

nsequences of devmh
- @2 doe’ v arge 0018

A Bhigiad-. @k il e

45. They both said:

@ #|4 Nd9z 86931:

Our Lord, Iindeed,

we fear lest he may oA ‘5@1553 N- LT A S P Oy
commit excesse r ug N2 Ik&‘ <
against us, or that @ K~ &d@eiMaz adee
he may transgress.

46. He said: fiFear |. B y~@dlE C/ WO 15 a
not, indeed, | am &'& A WQ@M
with you both, | 5 ke BT

hear and see 0

AB §
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47. So go you both a@m%p% I@B"[ﬁﬁ
to him and say: 4

il ndeed, 1?)\ %K P @ik

messengersof your

Lord, so send with "%I&S K MdzK , v

us the Children of _ M
~£‘ﬁ‘ é’laﬂ | &f

Israel, and do not

punish them. Indeed | _ M . (3
We have brought to ®Z K )@ M

you a sign from of [&@% oK
your Lord. And
peace be upon him | Hg' Q"&ﬁ AC® (
who followed the

A
guidance. 0 A m@ ’

48. i | n d atehds M. .
been revealed to us ° MdZ1 3%@" "

that the punishment g & g i
will be upon him L i

who denies and 19 g o al\?@
turns awa

*19 A comparative gudy of this incident as given in the
Bible and the Talmud will show that the Quran does noil
copy the stories from these books, but gives its own versi
In order to portray the Messengers in their true glory and
dignity. According to the Bible, when God sid to Moses
(peace beupon him) that He would send him to Pharaoh
Moses(peace be upon himjyeplied: Who am I, that | should
go unto Pharaoh, and that | should bring forth the dildren
of Israel out of Egypt? (Exodus 3: 11). God persuade@nd
encouragedMoses(peace be pon him) by giving him signs
but he was still reluctant and said O my Lord, send, | pray
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thee, by the land of him whom thou wilt send.(Exodus 4:
13). And the Talmud goes even further than this and say
that there was an agument betweenGod and Moseqpeace
be upon him) for seven days that he should become
Prophet but Moses(peace be upon himydid not accept the
offer. At this God was angry with him and so made hi
brother Aaron (peace be upon him)a partner in his
Prophethood. Moreover, He deprived the desendants of
Moses(peace be upon him)f the office of priesthood anc
bestowed it on the descendants of Aaro(peace be upor
him). These two versions depict Allah to be suffering fror
human weaknesses and Prophet Mos@seace be upon im)
from mferlor |ty complex.
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49. He said: 20 ,B . B A - LZ >

A Wh then is Lord O YC EF %f”@ﬁm
of you both, O *21--5 K'# BRE Fre
Mo s es$. o

*20 Here the details have been omitted. These have be
given in Surah Al-Aaraf, Ayats. 103108 Surah Ash
Shuara, Ayats 10-33; Surah Al-Qasas, Ayats28-40; Surah
An-Naziat, Ayats 15-25.

As regards to the necessary information about Pharaoh, se
E.N. 85 ofSurah Al-Aaraf.

W B0 Et @l g e &q@mgﬁmf?wgzo
~@ F@‘? 9 UI/e%;sf C %Ba B "% L"%Ent’/c
A~me %@9 D6 LM B (B IpHKCT R B0 |h-|m'/|=. e
Ylﬂﬂ@u W " AneY il Yoy @ %nw/aﬁw@ﬁ a (16

*21 Pharaoh addressed Prophet Moseigeace be upon him
becausehe was, In regards to Prophethood, the senior of the
two. It is also pasible that he deliberately addressed him i
order to exploit his impediment in speech, and ignore
Prophet Aaron (peace be upon him)who was more fluent.

As regardsto the implication of this question of Pharaoh, he
meant to say. You say that you have bought a message
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from my Lord to me. Who is that Lord? You should know
that | am the Lord of Egypt and the people of Egypt In
regards to this claim of his, seeSurah An-Naziat, Ayat 24;
Surah Az-Zukhruf, Ayat 51, Surah Al-Qasas, Ayat38 and
Surah Ash-Shuara, Ayat 29.

It may also be noted that by this claim Pharaoh did nb
mean to say that he was the sole deity of his people nor (
it mean that none other was worshiped in Egypt. As

matter of fact, he himself based his rigt of sovereignty on
his claim of being the incarnation of the sun god. And w
also learn from the hstory of Egypt that there were many
other gods and goddesses. In fact, what he claimed was tl
he was politically theLord of not only Egypt but also of he
whole of mankind theoretically. Therefore, he would not
acknowledge that there was any supreme sgereign over
him whose delegate might bring an order to him ant
de %nd |t£ obedgance from him.
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Lord is He “22 who
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*22 That is, we acknowledge Him alone as our Lord it
every senseHe is our Sustainer, our Maler, our Master,
our Sovereign and is Supreme in evetfiing, and there is no
other lord in any sense but Him.

y €'k ndar apidy mﬁ’mge‘z A 3 1o~ i k4B 22

2 3£ P- M mcome 6 A @M, 30

*23 This concise sentence needs serious atien. It means
that it is Allah alone Who has created everything and give
it its distinctiv e structure, form, capabilities, characteristics,
etc.

(1) For instance, man has been given the hands and fe
which are given the most appropriate structure that vas
neeced for their right functioning.

(2) A human being, an animal, a plant, mineral and tk like,
air, water and light, everything has been given tha
particular form which was needed for its right functioning
In the universe.

(3) Then He has quided evsthing aright to function
properly. It is He Who has taught everything the way tc
fulfil | that object for which it has been created. He ha
taught the earto hear and the eye to sedhe fish to swim
and the bird to fly; the earth to grow vegetation and tte
tree to blossom and bear fruit. In short, He is not only the
Creator of everything but als its Guide and Teacher.
Prophet Moses(peace be upon himemployed this concise
and meaningful sentence to convey themessage to Pharao
and his people. He not ol gavea suitable reply to Pharaoh
as to who his Lord was, but also told him why He was h

Lord, and how there was no other lordbut God. The
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argument implied in it was this: As Pharaoh and every on
of his subjects was obliged to Allah for his human fornand
could not live even for a moment without the functioning o
the different parts of his body which were performing their
functions in accordance with he guidance of Allah, sc
PharaohG claim that he was the lord of the people we
absurd, and its acknavledgment by his people that he wa:
their lord, a folly.

Besides this, Prophet Mose@eacebe upon hm) also hinted
at the need of Prophethood which wase&hied by Pharaoh.
When Allah guides everything in the universe, He has als
to fulfill the need of the guidance of mankind. Whereas the
guidance ofthe animals and birds has been provided b
Instinct, the guidance of rational human beings has bee
provided by sending Messengers who appealed to them
rational arguments.
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51. He sad: n Wh ¢ ~ BA RS A (A
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Ao .
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*24 The question posed by Pharaoh was very subtle. t
meant to say If there is no other lord than the One Who
has given a distinctive form to everyone, then what will be
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the position of our forefathers who had been worshimg
other deities since centuries? Were all those people

error? Did all of them deserve tormen? Did they all lack
common sense Thus Pharaoh perhaps wanted to give ven
to his anger against Prophet Mosefeace be upon himjor

showing disrespect to I's forefathers. At the same time hi
also wanted to incite his courtiers and the common peop
of Egypt against the message of Propat Moses(peacebe
upon him). And this trick has always been used against tr
people who propagate theéruth and has always poved very
effective to incite those people who lack common sense. T
same trick has been mentionedhere for it was being
employed at the very time against the Prophet (peace be
upon hlm) by the people of Makkah.
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52. He said: A Th g /@ v 18 1¢ , 5
knowledge thereofis I . ijA@\ mm
with my Lord in a ~ @ ﬂy €| 3 lz3al Jbﬁ [ﬁ\ <«
Record. My Lord %w
does ot err, nor He AL 3¢‘I‘u (ﬁ e
forgets. & 29 EPA fice [

*25 This answer is full of wisdom. If Prophet Mosegpeace
be upon him) had said Yes, they all lacked commorsen®
and had gone astray ad would become the fuel of Hellthis
answer, though true, would hae served the very purpos
Pharaoh had in mind in putting the question. But the
answer given by the Prophet was tre and it frustrated the
trick of Pharaoh as wdl. His answer was to this effectWell,
those people have now gone before their Lord, and | ha
no means of judging their deeds and intentions. Howeve
their whole record is safe and secure with Allah, an
nothing can escap Him. Allah alone knows how ¢ deal
with them. What concerns you and me Is our own positio
and attitude to life. We should @ more concerned abou
our own end than of those who have already passed aw
Into Allah6bs presence.
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53. He it is'2% who Kiﬂﬁ wE2 | 39C AxSEL m

made for you the

earth as a bed %,'Q k?ﬁ(} '@%

spread and made
f(?r you in it ) ‘2@3 & K /L—,?\‘A% .
roadways and sent

down fr):)s’m the sky fZ o M]:! &
water. 0 Then We a ~cpn wiba
brought forth K OB = 03" &
through it speciesof a0 * f E%Hﬁ
plants, diverse.
*26 It I1s quite obvious that Ayats 53-55 are an addition by
Allah to the foregoing answer by Prophet Mosegpeace be
upon him). There are aher instances of this in the Quan
that Allah added a few sentences to the speech of some
by way of admonition. Moreover, it iIs connected not onl
with the precedingverse but also with the whole reply o
Prophket M%ses(peace be upon hlm)(A)éats 50-52).
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54. Eat you and | _ - A B Lom A

pasture your cattle. AB ﬁé&‘ DE |-RE W%‘Jﬂl@
Indeed, in that there | 5 A2 "

are certainly signs ngﬁr@@ ¥ é %%%M

for  those  of . 2§a gyq IR s | *

understanding.”?’

*27 That is, thosewho use their common sense in the
sarch for the truth, find a way to the reality by the help of
these signs, which clearly show that the universe has Or
Lord Who alone is sustainimg it, and there is ro room here
for any other
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55. From it We P%k vl AL 4
/ a

created you, and E‘[@ c @ -\ W %

into it We shall - "@'B{f-EAR~ﬁ “ o

return  you, and B A Wﬂ@%

from it We shdl ~EAK: BRY 2 O s

bring  you out 28 Gy éumyﬂﬁm

another time. 28
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*28 That is, every man has to pass through three stages:
(1) From birth to death.

(2) From death to Resurrection, and

(3) From the Day of Resurrection to Eternity. According to
this verse, aj} the three stages WI|| take pIaceYon tl‘ﬁrth
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56. And indeed, We m,‘.i’lc;a"\%t . o
showed him Our %WE
signs, "% all  of 83 /%0 B@A@ 3 .
them, but he denied A A ﬁuaelfw
and refused. gy | BES

*29 nSignsd comprised those arguments which were base
on natural phenomena and human life and thas miracles
which were gven to Prophet Moses(peacebe upon him)
These arguments are contained in the speeches of Prop
Moses (peace be upon him)which he delivered before
Pharaoh, and the miracles which he showed and a
mentioned at several placesiithe Quran
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57. He said: h Ha K /le[ |33¢ﬁ'a 13 "L&

you cometo us that , B
you drive us out of adz § K?hi%kﬁ k

our land with your |e" sCA%," @ p@
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*30 Here by sorery are meant the miracles of the staff anc
the shining hand, which accading to the details given in
Surahs Al-Aaraf and Ash-Shuara, were shown to Pharaot
by Prophet Moses(peace be upon him)n his first visit to
his court. On seeing these miracles Phaokh was so upsel
that he cried out Have you come to drive us at of our
country by the power of your sorcery?Although he knew
that it had never happened in history that a magician hac
conguered a country by thepower of sorcery. Moreover,
there were hundreds ofmagicians in his own country, whc
used to show their fats to ean rewards and prizes.
Accordingly, PharaohGs statement thatifiyou are a sorcereo
on the one hand, and his apprehension thatyou want to
snach my kingdomo on the other, were a clearndication of
his perturbed mind. In fact, Pharaoh had come tc
understand that the wel reasoned speech of Moses and |
miracles were bound to influence not only his courtiers, bu
also the common people and acodingly he tried to play
upon their prejudices through falsehood and treachery. Hz
did not admit that it was a mirade, but called it sorcery. He
wanted to create an impression that any sorcerer of h
empire could turn a staff into a serpent. He also iaited the
people, saying:.Look, he says that yur for efathers were on
the wrong way and deserved perditionSo bewareof him,
he is not a Prophet. He simply aspires for power. He wan
that the Israelites should again capture power here like th
times of Jogph and wrest the reigs of government from
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the Copts. Pharaoh, in fact, wanted to suppress th
invitation to the truth through such devices. (For detail
please see E.Ns 839 of Surah Al-Aaraf; E.N. 75 of Surah
Younus).
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58. i T h ewe will M
surely bring you {ﬁK @ ‘;’;IHW‘I] @2% m
magic the like |/ C"‘sz%jﬂ NBEGIA

thereof. So make

betweenus and you €0 I%3/ éA@’iéA =

an appointment, 1?¢°*IC|R%}3 g ﬁwww

which we shall not |- ,
fail to keep, we, nor . alidy/ X
you, in an open wide A)‘@\ IEYZ_&’ €

pl ace. 0

59. He said: fi Y o L . o

K ¢ % 3L
appointment is the ﬁ ﬁfl ¥ : CWW
day of the festival, 2 I3 o g gnﬁ@ﬂo"' %'J" H e
and that people be ) - 3@ mﬁw
assembled at mid Sha JEA, >~M e
mor nifdg. o

*31 The object of Fharaoh was this:Once the sorcerers are
able to transform the staffs and ropes into sergnts, the
entire effect of the miracle performed by Mosegpeace be
upon him) would disappear from the peoplé& minds. That
was exactly to Mose8 ( p e a ¢ ehimp aslvaniagey who
suggested that it was no good fixing an ordinary day c
place for the purpose. The Day of the Feast was at han
People would flock on hat occasion from all corners of the
empire. Therefore, the encounter should be held in the ope
so that all might witness it, and in the day time so that
everyone stould be able to see It cleayl.
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60.  So withdrew A éz A E < AT - RPNl
O /L"‘. = w'_;', {(';,
Pharaoh, then &f & O vV RRoAn = CaAbEY
devised he his plot, *32 ﬁfﬂ!lp 2 [“
then came."3? 3 %

*32 Pharaoh and his courtiers considered the comin
encounter as a decige one as far as their own future wa
concened and, therefore, they attached the utmos
Importance to it. Courtiers were sent throughout the
country to muster round all the magicians wherevel
available. People were especially encouraged to come in-
largest numbers to witness the magic skills sas to keef
them immune from the awe inspired by the staff of Mose
(peace be upon him)It was openly said that he fate d their
religion hinged on the skill of their magicians Their
religion could survive onl if they won, otherwise the
religion of Moses (peace be upon himwould have its sway
(seeSurah Ash-Shuara, Ayat34-51).

Here one should bear in mind the fat that the religion of
the royal family and the elite of Egypt was much differen
from that of the common people. They had separate go
and temples and different creeds and concepts about the |i
after death. They also differed in the practice of relighn as
well as in the ideologies. (Toynbee: A Study of History
Somervells Abridgment Vols. I-VI, pp. 31-32). Moreover,
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there were sufficienty strong pockets of the population
who under the influence of various religious upheavals
were prone to prefer Monotheismto a creed of polytheism
Besides this, there was also a fairly large element of ti
worshipers of One God for the Israelites and tar fellow
believers were at least ten per cent of the total populatiol
Pharaoh also remembered that about 150 wes earlier a
religious revolution had been brought about by Pharaol
Amenophis IV or Akhenaton (137/7-1360 B.C.) by military
force, which had aolished all deities except Aton, a single
universal god, which was worshiped by the king and hi
family. Though this religious revolution had been reverse
later by another king, yet its influence retrained, aml
Pharaoh dreaded that Moses(peace be uponhim) might
bring about yet another revolution.
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61. Spoke to them 33aA:|7'/~ B OLa LinERey - =
Moses i Wo @nto @ z B W@%ﬂ
you, do nat invent K /@ @ CEIA LAY <a- A.'BZK ~
against Allah a lie, % %" W

‘34 Jest He should =P TFEC.& fm‘@

destroy you by a & ACe 0*!:‘#(" Wlw

punishment.  And

surely, he will falil QB@‘LFQ %m"rcﬁ ﬁi@w

whoinvented al |1 e

*33 The adversarieswhom Prophet Moses addressed wel
Pharaoh and his courtiers wlo had dubbed him as ¢
sorcerer, and not the comnon peope who had yet to se:
the en&ourxer between him and the m |C|ans
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*34 The inventing of lie was that they had dubbed Allahb
Messenger as a sorcerer and his miracles as a piece
i ¥ ¥ Hr Y e Y P e e e e e e i e Y e e s e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e i e e e v e o e vl o i e

X X Yo X X X 2 Yo X e X 2 X X 5 X 2 Yo X 5 Yo X 5 X0 2 50 X 5 o X 5 X0 X 0 X0 2 e X 5 X X 50 X 2 e X 5 5o X0 50 X 5 0 X 50 50 X0 50 X 50 50 X0 00 e
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%*%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%




Y Y e e e e e e e o e o o o e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ok

X X X X e X X X 2 X X 2 X 2 X X 5 X X 5 X 2 0 X 20 5o X 5 X X 50 X 2 e X 5 5o X 5 X 20 20 X 20 X X 5 X 2 50 X0 5 X0 X0 5 X 50 5 X0 2 X X 0

sorcery.

A U G 6 TCCAK 1A 6 '9% 34

62. So they disputed i A & E
their affair among - APz ** %A

themselvesandthey 19-¢@ 1egh2-@&
kept secret the

it *35
counsel.”3° A /iE-'

*35 This shows that those people felt in their heartshat
their position was weak and knev that the miracle shown
by Prophet Moses(peace be upon himwas not a piece o
magic. Therefore, they had come for the encounter wit
hesitation and fear. But when the timely, sudden warning c
Prophet Moses(peace baupon him) shook them tothe core,
they began to debate the wisdom of holding the encount
on the Feast Day in an open place in the broad day ligh
For they thought that if they were defeated in the presenc
of the common people, all would come to know fothe
difference betweemmagic and amiracle and they would lose
the battle once for all.
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Nl nd etleese, are BE A "
two magicians, they | /R E? I aﬁl& e ﬁ
intend that they "T‘f\ . WM

drive you out from " B}o
your land by their - B |
magic, and destroy B %Re LA E

your tradition s, 37 xB
which are

exempl™™dry.

*36 Those who were of this view must have been a fe
fanatics of Pharaolts party who were prepared togo to any
extent to oppose Prophet Mose@eace beaupon him). Those
people must hae been preparing the public for a
determined encounter, while thereasonablepeople among
them must have been advising cnﬂlonHand restraint.
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N gkt
*37 Probably those people based theiargument on two
things:
(1) If their magicians would be able to turn their staffs into
serpents, it would be a clear proof that Mosegpeace be
upon him) was a sorcerer.
(2) If, on the other hand, Moses(peace be upon him)won,

the rulers would lose theircountry, and their ideal way of
life, which reflected their culture, their arts, their
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civilization, their recreations, etc. would automatically come
to an end. Therefore they should do all theg could to defeat
Moses(peace be upon him)
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come in rank. 38 35@ RBC s P

And certainly he will Sk aal) o
succeedhis day who *39Am;|:“m A, ( i \l\ié,

supper most a

*38 They also urged them to present a uted front and not
to show their differences on the very occasion of tr
encourter. For, they argued, any hesitation and secre
consultation before the very eyes of the public would sho
that they did not consider themselves to be in the right.
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*39 That confidence was subsequently résred among
Pharaoh& party by the speech of the h&hstrong people,
and the magicians were asked to comato the field for the
encounter
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65. They said: i C i KAagée
Moses, either that 1] tkz

you throw, or that & %B § Raidle  P2(
we will be the first
who throw. 0 -~E ¢

66.Hesaid:i Ra't 1? ¥Xxd| .':;'g"\% 3B
y ou t hihem H A A
suddenly, their ropes Big1 € Bﬁ? yikE
and their staffs| , a2 samiaa

appeared to him, Ut oE 4
from their magic, as| ¥ @ E Cx o' A
though they were N -
running. “#° o E

*40 In Surah Al-Aaraf, Ayat 116, it was sated: When they
threw down their devices they bewitched the eyes of ti
people and flled their hearts with terror. Here it is stated
that it was not the common people alone whoeve terrified
by their magic but Prophet Moses(peace be upon him) als
suffered from its effect. He not only seemed to see that t
staffs and cords were running about like serpents but h
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also felt a dread of them.
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67. | Sq conceived s - @8 &ﬁ'& B Mmm

within himself Moses AA
afear. ! MLAR éu“laéf[@

*41 It appears that no sooner did Prophet Moseg¢peace be
upon him) say. Cast down,the magicians immediately cas
their staffs and cords and it seemed as if hundred of
serperts were running towards him, and he instinctively felt
a dread of them. And there is nothing strange in thi:
because a Prophet is after all a human being. Besides this
IS also possible that Prophet Mosegpeace be upon him
apprehended thatthe demonstation of the magc might
create a misunderstanding amng the people about hi
miracle.
This is also a proof that a Prophet too can be influenced
magic to a certain extent like the common people, thouc
magicians have no power to produce anyeffect on hs
Prophethood or interfere with revelation, or misgude him.
Therefore there i1s no reason why one should consider
false those traditions in which it has been stated that tr
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) suffered
temporarily from the effect of magic.
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68. We said: i D
not fear, indeed, it is
you who will
prevail. o
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69.n A ntlirow what
Isin your right hand,
it will swallow up
what they have
crafted. "*? Indeed,
what they have
craftedis a trick of a
magician. And will
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not succeed the A1 E2Q G
magician wherefrom
hecomes . ©

*42 This is capable of two interpretatons:

(1) The staff, which was turned into a dragon by a miracle
actually swallowed up dl the staffs and cords which hac
beenmade to appear as serpents.

(2) The dragonof the staff did not actually swallow up the
serpents of the magicians but wiped outhe effect of their
magic from these things and they again became ordinal
cords and stafs.

We prefer the second interpretation because the wording «
SurahsAl-Aaraf, Ayat 117 andAsh-Shuara, Ayat 45 is this:
It swallowed up their false magicAnd here the wording Is:
It will swallow up what they have crafted Obviously, the
staffs and cords were not their creation but themagic which
had made thegn appear lijg sarpents
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70. Sofell down the | .3 ~€K (& CBK 2\?1] @%W

magiciansin sajada
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43 They said: fi We M &

#a] vl R 8O

have believedin the 2 ! 2N AIEEEE YI@%&H%
Lord of Aaron and *44 )\a--g Aat dice
Mose s #*0

*43 When they saw the power of the staff of Moseipeace
be upon him), they involuntarily fell prostrate as if someone
had made them do sq because they were convinced that
was a miracle and not a feat omagic.
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*44 This profession of faith by the magicians shows tha
everyone was aware of the basic object of the encounter.
was not an encounter between the feats of the magicia
and those ofProphet Moses(peace be upon him)but it was
to decide whether the claim of Prophet Mosegpeace be
upon him) that he was a Messenger of Allah was true
not. If this staff was actually turned into a dragon, it was by
means of a miracle. Onhe other hand, Pharaoh intended to
prove by the feats of his magicians that it was not a mirac
but a feat of magic. Incidentally, this also shows the
Pharaoh and his magicians and the common people ful
understood the distinction between a miracle anc fea of
magic. ,That is why when the magicians saw that it was
miracle shown by the power of Allah which had expose
their magic, they did not say that Moseqpeace be upor
him) was a more skillful magician, but straightway fell
prostrate, saying We believe in the Lord of Aaron and
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Moses.

It is obvious that the defeat turned the tables on Pharao
who had himself arranged the encounter to exposrophet
Moses (peace be upon him) He had mustered all his
magicians with a view to demonstrating before thegublic
that there was nothing extraordinary in turning a staff into

a serpent for this could be done byany magician. But the
defeat of the magicians and their acknowledgment testifie
that Moses(peace be upon himwas really a Messenger ¢
Allah and the transformation of the staff was not a feat of
maglc but a miracle.
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permission to you.| B _ B

Indeed, He is your 7TERI F\CER ~£/B C
chief who taught B AL,
you magic. *° So CA™ &e® ¥E B

surely, | shall cut off |y BG "ﬁqu‘»«@ &5
your hands and

B E
your feet on BReK /A :>%K: TE-A

opposite sides, "4° B e
and | shall surely i TN

crucify you on the a lﬁaif‘g.;BC"é_IZ@,ié

trunks of palm

trees, "’/ and you @@N@AE /*ﬁ"EBé @W R)@

shall know  for

foe s vqx I BAGHA
certain which of us T @& Lt3 &8 K ﬁ
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punishment and
mor e endid.i T48\a i
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*451n Surah Al-Aaraf, Ayat, 123, it has been statedindeed
It was aplot you conspired in the city to deprive therightfu |
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owners of their power. Here the same ting has beer
further explained, as if to say It is not merely a plot
between you ad him but it appears that Moses is youl
master and leader. You conspired befahand that you
would be defeated by your master in th encounter to prove
that he was a Messeger who had shown the miracle of the
staff to frustrate your magic and bring about a pditical

revolution in the country.
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*46 That is, right hand and left foot orvice versa.
Aele: B moicoty; &y € @46
*47 This was a very cruel way of paishment in ancient
times. They fixed a long pole in the ground or used th
trunk of a tree for this purpose. Then a piece of wood we
tied across it at the top. Then the hands of the criminal wer

nailed onto it and he was left hanging there for hours talie
aslow painful death.
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*48 This was the last tick played by Pharaoh to win the
losing game. He held out the threat of a cruel punishment |
order to coerce them to admit that there really was
conspiracy between Prophet Mosegpeace be upon him
and them against the kingdom. But the fortitude anc
determination of the magicians turned the tables on hinr
The very fact that, they were ready to endure the terrible
punishment proved to the world that they ha sincerely
believed in the Prophethood of Mosefpeace be upon him

and that the charge of conspiacy was an impudent trick
that had been invented as a deV|ce
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72. They said: i We

. id: A A A & ,ﬁﬁmmv N
shall never prefer "E“EB”EE WGBIBfé ‘@JI:
you above what has ~@ﬂ' B3 Qe 2 g‘ w ﬁm

come to us of the A
clear proofs, “*° and *ﬁgﬁy‘ B K N s R e
above Him  who I@Wﬁm
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created us. So
deaee whatever you
will decree. You can
only decree
regarding this life of
t he worl d.
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*49 1t may also beinterpreted like this: It cannot be that we
should prefer you to these plainsigns which have come
before us and tothat Being Who has created us.
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73. Nl nd eWec
have believedin our
Lord, that He may
forgive our faults,
and that you
compelled us upon
which of the magic.
And Allah is better
andmoree nd ur
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74.  Indeed, "% he
who comes to his
Lord as a criminal,
then surely, for him
Is Hell. He will
neither die therein

nor live. !
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*50 This is a saying of Allah, whith has been added to th

foregoing words of the magicias.
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*51 This is the most terrible of all the punishments tha
have been mehoned in the Quran. The criminal will prefer
death to the horrible life in Hell, but death will not come to
him. He will remain in that state of agony without any hope
of relief from |t
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comes to Himas a
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Then such for them Bh AL cEEl o) @ ﬁllaeﬁ:m

will be the ranks,
very high.

76.Gardensof Eden, |- - R e & A
flowing beneath d ém{ﬂt @@Ym@ %@

which rivers, they EBQZE%Q@@ p T~ 2
will abide forever @WM

therein. And that is ~ 9B€1 & [~@A"Dgk
the reward for him . . A
who purif ied himself. @‘&m "B
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We inspired to i B oo

Moses That travel UK", {2 st fl .

by night with My "ﬂz'ﬂB ” -
slaves, then strike Ik Mqﬁ e

for them  path 'y %@[é’t@ Moo Mg
through the sea, >* B, Aacs
all dried, vou wil ~KE 8@ NA

not fear being < ;g’g [ 29 CAQE
overtaken nor be

A
afraid (of drowning). 0B %

*52 Here the detalls of the eents which happened during
the long period of Prophet Mose8 ( ezb& upon him)stay
In Egypt have been omitted. For these please s&earah Al-
Aaraf, Ayat 130-147, Surah Younus,Ayats 83-92, Surah Al-

Momin, Ayats 23-50 andSurah Az-Zukhury 46-56
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*53 This happened when God at last appointed a night fc
the exodus ofthe Israelites and the other Muslims from
Egypt. They were asked to gdter at a fixed place and se
forth as a caravan. Just at the time when they reded the
coast of the Red Sedrom where they had to cross to the
Sinai Peninsula, Pharaoh arrived there wh a large army in
their pursuit. We learn from Surah Ash-Shuara, Ayats 61
63 that when they were literally between tharmy and the
deep sea, Allah ommanded Moses(peace be upon him}o
smite the sea with his staff and according to this verse tt
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seasplit and stood like two high walls on both sides, leavir
a dry path between them for the caravan to pass. Thus, it
guite clear and plain that it was a miracle, and not the
result of a wind dorm or tide, for when the water rises in
this way it does notremain standing like two high walls,
leaving a dry path between them. Itor details see E.N. 47 c
Surah Ash-Shuara).
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78. Sopursued them
Pharaoh with his

A A B
2" 14 (OK A" M B TZ

NG TR Beddy

forces, then covered . ~

them of the seathat | A | A% _ -@ W@ w
which did cover ~¥ UEEE ¥ & )
them. "> e ﬁTI'%

*54 According to Surah Ash-Shuara, Ayats64-66, Pharaoh
with his hosts followed the caavan on the dry path and
they all were drowned. In Surah Al-Baqgarah, Ayat 50, it
has been statedthat the Israelites had reached the othe
shore and saw them drowning in the sea. FronSurah
Younus, Ayats 90-92, we learn that Pharaoh professed t
believe inGod while he wasdrowning but this was rgected
by God and he was told that his dead ddy would he
preserved for the coming generations to serve as a lesson
them.
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79.And Pharaoh led r@bﬁ@’* B .
% OB O |
astray his people O &

and he did not SnwgR e jad
guide. >

*55 This was a subtle warning to the disbelievers o
Makkah, as if to say Your chiefs and kades are leading
you on the same way on whit Pharaoh led his peopleNow
you can see yourselvethat he did not guide them aright.
In conclusion, it will be worthwhile to consider the version
as given in the Bible, for this will make it plain that it is
absolutely false andridiculous to say that the Quran has
copied these stories from the Israelite traditions. We lear
from Exodus the following:
(1) According to 4: 25, the mrracle of the staff was given tc
Prophet Moses,and in 4:17 he was instructed:And thou
shalt take this rod in thine hand, wherewith thou shalt do
signs but according to 7: 9, the same rod was transferred t
Prophet Aaron and then it remained with him to work
miracles.

(2) The first dialogue between Prophet Moses and Pharac
has be@ given in Chapter 5, but there is no mentionn it
whatever of thedoctrine of Tauhid waspresented by Moses
In answer to Pharaolts question: Who is the Lord that |
should obe his voice to letlsrael go? | know not the Lord,
Moses and Aaron merely said The God of the Hebrews
hath met with us. (5: 2-3).
(3) The encounter with the magicians has been sunaa up
In a few sentences thusAnd the Lord spake unto Moses
and unto Aaron, saying, When Pharaoh shall speak unt
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you, saying, Shew a miracle for you: tan thou shalt say
unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and cast it before Pharaoh, anc
it shall become a serpent. And Moses and Aaron went
unto Pharaoh, and they did so as the Lord hadommanded:
and Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, and befor
his servants,and it became a serpent. Then Pharaoh als
called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians
Egypt, they also did in Ilike manner with their
enchantments. For they casdown every man his rod, anc
they became serpents: but Aaroas r od s wthdrl
rods. (7: 8-12).

When we compare thiswith the version of it in the Quran, it
becomes obvious that the description in the Bible lacks tf
real essence of the whole encoter, for it does not mention
that the encounter took place on the Day of thedastin the
open as a result of a regular chénge, and there is n
mention at all that the magicians became believers in tf
Lord of Moses and Aaron and remained steadfast itheir
faith even in face of terrible threats.

(4) According to the Quran, Prophet Moses(peace be upor
him) demanded full freedom and liberty for the Israelites,
but according to the Bble his demand was only thisiet us
go, we pray thee, three daysjourney into the desert, anc
saaifice unto the Lord our God. (5:3).

(5) In Chapters 11to 14, the detalls of the events concenmgj
the exodus from Egypt to the drowning of Pharaoh hav
been given. Though these contain some useful informatic
and details about the events which have ben briefly
described in the Quian, they contain some tsange
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contradictions as well. For instance,n 14:1516 the staff
(rod) again comes into the hands of Prophdtloses, who is
commanded: Lft thou up thy rod, and stretch out thine
hand over the sea, and divide jtand the children of Israel
shall go on dryground through the midst of the seaBut In
vv. 21-22, it is said: And Moses stretched out his hand ove
the seaand the Lord caused the sea to go back by a strol
east wind dl the night, and made the sea dryand, and the
waters were divided. And the aildren of Israel went into
the midst of the a upon the dry ground.And the waters
were a wall unto them, on their right hand, and on theit
left. It is not clear whether the £a was diviced by a miracle
or by a strong east windwhich incidentally has newer been
known to divide the sea into two partsleaving a dry path
between them.

It will also be worthwhile to make a study of these events
given in the Talmud. The Talmudic acount differs from
the Biblical version but is neaer to the one given in the
Quran. A comparative study of the two clearlyshows that
the one is based on directevelation from Allah and the
other on centuries old oral traditions which have beel
handed cdown from one generation to the other and thu
considerably tampered with. (SeeH. Polano: The Talmud
Selections, P 150.54) .
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80. O Children of %&56 [ P
Israel, ">° indeed,

A YEt el g iael g
We delivered you|}-! K/L-A'Ea wikJ | R
from your enemy, ) mg\%q&
and We made a aE@'E’-E“[ T’KCC‘*' ;

covenant with you .gg . A BA‘ @
on the right side of AR @ ©1

the mount, ”"and™® QﬁBaA],fzitq? % 53\ @ B@\ %

We sent down to ,

you the manma and -9 zf-" ﬁrgg'/@
the quails. >°

*56 The part of the story relating to their journey from the
Red Sea to thefoot of Mount Toor has been omitted. Ths
has already been given irsurah Al-Aaraf, Ayats 138147. It
has also been stated there that the Israelites said to Mos
O Moses, make a godior us like the gods these people have
(SeeSurah Al-Aaraf, Ayat 138 and its E.N. 98)
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*57That Is, on the eastern side of Toor.

@ 1naly 5 iEs7

*58 According to Surah Al-Baqgarah, Ayat 51 andSurah Al-
Aaraf, Ayat 142, Prophet Moseqpeace beupon him) and
the chefs of the Israelites were sonmoned to Mount Toor
for receiving the divine commandments on stone tablets fo
the guidance of the people H.N. 71 ofSurah Al-Bagarah).
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*59 For detalls please see E.N. 73 &urah Al-Bagarah and
E.N. 1190f Surah Al-Aaraf. According to the Bible, maana
and salva started being provided to the Israelites when the
were passing through the wilderness between Elim ar
Sinai. According to Exodus, mana and salva were ser
down thus.
And it came to pass, that aeven he quals came up,and
covered the camp: and in the morning the dew lay round
about the host. And when the dew that lay was gone u
behold upon the face of the wilderness there lay a smi
round thing, as small as the hoar frost on the ground. An
when the children of Israel saw it, they saidone to another,
It is manna: for they wist not what it was. And Moses sait
unto them, This is the bread which thd_ord hath given you
to eat And the house of Israel called the name theres
manna: and it was lke coriander seed, white;and the taste
of it was like wafers made with honey(16: 1315, 31).
In Numbers, the following details have been given:
And the people went about, and gathered it, and ground
In mills, or beat it in a mortar, and baked it in pans, aad
made cakes oftt and the taste ofit was as the taste of fresl
oil. And when the dew fell upon the camp in the bight, th
manna fell upon it. (11: 89).
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We have provided
you, and do not
transgress therein,
lest should descent
upon you My wrath.

BA
- otts A ~ At ,ﬁ 1

B B A
-y Bt6OAC~ @ 3KT

mEgcc  Eof

And him descends . B pA,
upon whom My A= &R je
wrath, iIs Indeed

destroyed ©

82. i A n ohdeed, |
am Most Forgiving
for him who repents
and believes and .
doesrighteousdeeds, S8 = Jarzy ¢ N
then keeps to the
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*60 According to this verse (82), there are four condition
for forgiveness:
(1) Repentance: to refrain from rebellion, disobedience
shirk or disbelief.
(2) Faith: sincere belief in Allah and theMessenger and the
Book and theHereatfter.
(3) Righteous works to do good deeds according to th
Instructions of Allah and His Mes®nger.
(4) Guidance: to follow the right way steadfastly and to
refrain from straxing Into any wrong path.
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83. i An d' what ;}% Ag5 Eer 61 S Rty -
has made you hastel | v ﬂwﬂm%

from your people,O = %" i Aa@?& sia | e
Mo s e8. 0 - Igj
*61 From here the same account is resumed that w;
Interrupted by the parenthesis Ayats 81-82). The Israelites
were told to stay on theright side of Mount Toor, and they
would be given thecommandments after forct)y days.
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*62 This shows that in his eagerness to sées Lord as soon
as possible,Prophet Moses (peace be upon him)had left
them in the way and reached the meeting place alonEor
the details of that meeting the reader should seB8urah Al-
Aaraf, Ayats 143 145. Here only that portion has beel
mentioned which is connected with the calworship by the
Israelites. This has been stated here to bring home to tl

disbelievers of Makkah how idol-worship starts and how
deeply a Prophet of Allah is concerned about this euvil.
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85. He said: i Th _g e’ 1 giuid e T <
indeed, We have & 1 WB Wﬂ
tried your people in @ﬁﬁl Bed Be 5. . -
your absence, and aA%ﬂz é o -6 Wﬂ\“ﬂmﬁ

has misled them

AsSamiri. &3 %3 allaéa%

*63Itisolvious from t he | ayadthat 8amail
was not the proper nameof the person, for this Arabic
letter is always added to show a persa@s connection with
his race or dan or place. Moreover, the prefixal (definite
article dhed in the original Arabic text clearly denotes tha
the Samiri was a particular man from amongmany other
persons of the same race or cal or place, who had
propagatedthe worship of the golden cl. In fact, this does
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not require any further explanation than this, but this has
been necessitated because many Christian missionaries ¢
the Western Qrientalists have tried to criticize the Prophet
(peace be upon him) andhe Quran on this account. Thg
say, (God forbid,) "This is a proof of the grievous ignoranct
of history on the part of Muhammad (peace be upon him)
the author of the Quran, and is ore of the anachronisms o
the Quran. They base this absurd criticism on tle
assumption that this Samiriwas the inhabitant of Samaria,
the capital of the ancient kingdom of Israel, viaich was built
In 925 B.C. long after this happening; then centuries afte
this, a generation of the Samaritans came into existence a
result of inter-marriage between the Isaelites and the non
Israelites. As the Samaritans worshiped the golden calf, &
critics accuse the Prophe{peace be upon himpf inventing
this story on the basis of mere hearsay. They say that tf
Prophet (peace be upon himmight have heard somethincg
like this from the neighboring Jews and inserted it in the
Quran. That is not all. They also criticize that Haman whc
was a courtier of Cyrus has been membned in the Quran as
a minister of Pharaoh. It is a pity that these socalled
scholars seem to thinkthat in the ancient times there use(
to be only one person bearing one name mclan or a place,
and there was absolutely no possibility of another persoor
persons having the same name. They do not know,

pretend they do rot know, that during the time of Prophet
Abraham (peace be upon him)a famous people kown as
the Sumeriansinhabited Irag and the neighbaing regions,
and it is just possible that diring the time of Prophet Moses
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(peace be upon him}there were some peog known as the
Samiris who might have migrated to Egypt from Iraq.
Besides this, according to the Bible (1 Kgs, 16:. 24),
Samaria itself was built on a hill which was bought fron
Shaner and named Samaria after him. This is a clear proac
that there were peple named Shemer (or Sumer)even
before Samaria came into existence and it is also ju
possible that sone clans might Qave been called %amm
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86. So Moses
returned to his
people, angry, sad.
He said: O my
pegole, did not
promise you your

Lord a fair promise.
"4 Did then seem
too long to you the
time, "% or did you
desire that should
descend upon you
wrath  from your
Lord, so you broke
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your promise to me. 66 Q%E[IC& S

*66

*64 That Is, did not Allah fulfill the promises He made with
you of showing His favors to you? For instance, He safe
brought you out of Egypt and not only freed you from the
slavery of your enemybut also destroyed him totally He
provided you with provisions in the desertand in the
mountainous regions.It may also be translated like this:
Did not Allah make a good promise with you? In that case
it will mean: He made a promise that he will giveyou the
law and guidance Was this not a good promise for your
well being and betterment?
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*65 That Is, had a long time passed since those great favo
were done to you that you forgot them? Had long age
passed since you were afflicted with persecution by yol
enemy thatyou committed such a bhsphemy?Ilt may also
be trandated like this: Had you to wait for a long time for
the fulfillment of Godo s promi se t hat
Impatient? In that case, the meaning is obviousYou had
not to wait for a long time to see the fulfilment of the
promise of guidance. Therefore therewas no excuse fo
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*66 This covenant was the one which every community
makes with its Prophet and promises that it will steadfastl
follow the guidance brought by him and will not worship
anyone except Allah.
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87. They said: iWe || ey 4055 Ok .
did not break the IRet §£‘£ r

B
promise to you by %--Q?ﬁcﬁ WA;

our own will, but we
were laden with Jg-@@l’-'ll Koq 2 ?d&

burden of BB W B s
ornaments of the Y LR B 20

people sowe threw = . i Real®
it down, °" and A WD@
that waswhat threw A2 BiBig?™ *

AsSamiri. 0

*67 This excuse was put forward by those people who we
Involved in the shirk fabricated by the Samiri. They meant
to say. We did not throw down the ornaments with the
iIntention of setting up a calf nordid we know what was
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going to be made of these, but when the calf was broug
before us, we involutarily got involved in shirk. The
Arabic text which we have translated into:AWe were laden
with burdens of ornaments of thepeopled, simply means
this: The heavy ornamentsvhich our men and women were
wearing like the Egyptians proved very burdensome to us |
our wanderings in the desert and we did not know how t
get rid of them for it appearedvery difficult for us to travel
In the desert with them. But according to the Bble these
ornaments had been borrowed by every family of th
Israelites from their Egyptian neighbors with this intention,
N....and ye shall put them upon your ens, andupon your
daughters and ye shall spoil the Egyptianand let evey
man borrow of his neighbor, and every woman of he
neighbor, jewels of silver, and jewels of goldAnd the Lord
gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians....so th
they lent unto them such things as they required. And the'
spoiled the Egyptanso And that, too, on the advice o
Prophet Moses, whom God Himself had instructed to do
this noble deed. (Exodus, 3: 122, 11: 23, and | 2 35-36).

It is a pity that some of our @mmentators have interpreted
this verse in the light of the above tradibns of the Bible
They say that the Israelites felt burdened with the weight c
those ornaments which they had borrowed from thei
Egyptian neighbors, with the intenfon of carrying them
away as a spoilbestowed by God.

We are of the opinion that the clage of the vers under
discussion means this:When the people were tired o
carrying their ornaments on their bodies, they decided b
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mutual consultation that all the ornaments should e
gathered at one place and it should be noted down ho
much gold and siver belonged toeach of the owners. Thel
it should be melted into bars and rods and placed on tr
backs of the beasts of burdenAccordingly, they might have
brought their ornaments and thrown them in the common
heap.
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88. Then he *68 ;M ad NPT Bz DY STV
brought out for B% &Y mmm
them, °° a calf v ~@ K gg@ 4

statue, which had a
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lowing sound So
they said: i T h is
your god and the
god of Moses,but he
has forgof
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*68 It Is obvious from the context that the answerof the
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peopl e ended wi t, land Allath Hiraself has
added the remaining story up to the end of the paragrapf
It appears from this that the people including the Samiri
went on bringing their ornaments and throwing them down
Into the heap while they were absolutely unaware of wha
was going to be done byhe Samiri. After this the Samiri
offered his services to melt it. Then he shaped it into a ce
which lowed like a cow. Thus the Sami deluded the
people, aying: This god of yours has come intdoeing by
itseéf for Ig1ad simply thAOWR the gold in the fire.
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89. Did they not see _ d%a" gy & b A~ o 1
that it could not ﬁ?ﬁa 2. ;’\Zﬁgﬁﬂ % @ mtﬁ
return to them a| AWK et CEXE# "R IR

word, and it had éﬁ 5 @@%&@’M
no power for them  ABK<" % @lé‘ﬁ

to harm, nor to m{'ﬁ;% | ﬂ'@ww

benefit.

90. And indeedhad aAiA(ZED ag'iﬂ' MW

said to them Aaron
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people, indeed, you ap am " .t
are being tried by g%' &

| . B s e pa ,
this. And surely, }29 # TL@ Gk /. Wﬂ@%
your Lord is the| " A . . .B .

Beneficent,so follow '@ 1 0 ECI GgTF| : ade

me and obey my A
order . 0 -l

91. They said: i W a& gia| K HZ 40K

shall never cease

. o B
from itsworshipping, | & @ 8y c
until returns to us ce 5 M
Moses ¢" N 3k @&/ Y

*69 Here the Quran exonerates Prophet Aaron(peace be
upon him) from the sin of taking any pat in the calf-
worship, but in contrast to this, the Bible makes him wholly
responsible for making the goldercalf and setting it up as a
god. According to Exodus:
And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come do
out of the mount, the people gathered themselvesdgether
unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make us gods, whicl
shall go before us; for as for his Moses, the man thal
brought us out of the land of Egypt, weknow not what is
become of him. And Aaron said unto them, Break off th
golden earrings, which ae in the aars of your wives,of your
sons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto me. An
all the people broke off the golden earrings which were i
their ears, and brought them unto Aaron. And he receivel
them at his hand, and fashioned it with a gramg tool, after
he had made t a molten calf: and they said, These be th
gods, O Israel, whichbrought thee up out of the land ol
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Egypt. And when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it;
and Aaron made proclamation, and said, ®morrow is a
feast to theLord. (1,32: 1-5).

It is just possible that the real name of the Samiri was als
Aaron which later on might have misled the Israelites t«
attribute the making of the golden calf to Prophet Aaron.
Thus it I1s obvious that the Quian has shown a favor to the
Jews and Chistians by exonerding Prophet Aaron from
the sin, but it is an irony that the Chridian missionaries and
the Orientalists still insist that the Quran is quilty of
anachronism and that the calf was made a deityfavorship
by a holy prophet of theirs. In their blind obduracy they
forget that even according to the Bible this was a great si
(Exodus, 32: 21). A little further on in the same chapter th
Bible again contradicts itself. It says that Prophet Mose
ordered the Levites to kill all their kinsfolk, their friends
and their fellow country men who had been guilty of the sii
of calf-worship. Accordingly, about three thousand men fel
that day. (Exodus, 32: 2729).

Now the question arises: Why was Prophet Aaron nc
killed, if he was the inventor of the cdf-worship? Why
didn& the Levites ask Prophet Moses to kill his brother
Prophet Aaron, who was the real sinner, just as they wel
asked to kill theirs. The Bible also says that after this Mose
went back to the Eternal and prayed Him to forgivetheir
sins or blot him out of His list of the living, and the Eternal
answered:Whosoever hassinned against me, him will | blot
out of my book (Exodus, 32: 3133). But we learn from the
Bible that the name of Prophet Aaron was not blotted oul
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but, on the other hand, he and his sonsnd his family were
given the charge of the sanctuary and the affe of
priesthood (Numbers, 18: 17). Thus it is quite evident from
the internal testimony of the Bible itself, that it contradcts
itself and supports the Quian in its exoneration of Prophd
Aaron.
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prevented you when A YR Q \MEC2 1 Avee W
you saw themgoing ﬁ@m
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93. A T h ayau did

not follow me. Have .
you then disobeyec K ¢ ¥j€u J B

my or der . _*70@ adke

*70 The ncommando refers to the instructions which
Prophet Moses(peace be upon him)gave to his brother
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Prophet Aaron (peace be upon himWwhen he maca him his
deputy in his absence when hevent up to Mount Toor:
After me take my place and do tle right and follow not the
way of the mischiefmakers. (Surah Al-Aaraf, Ayat 142).
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94. He said: i O ¢ 'ﬂfﬂM@uK 13 13
of my mother, seize| ™

not by my beardnor K m#YC 2560,J 1§
by my head. ! B ) ,
Indeed, | feared that | 2© T s G 7 o

you would say, you {%'"‘@Ay&? d%ﬁ

caused division
among the Children ;3 gailléy ampz |
of Israel, and you
have not respected TN @6 ks

my wor’d. o

*71 SeeSurah Al-Aaraf, Ayat 150.
our' W2 el gﬂﬁ%m“ﬁau 561 Bois o %@@‘3 B gA™ 71
age @,e> oK 7ostH M fioE K R age Ru‘i\ﬂ'ﬂ»
)\ﬁ»a %3 ¢

*72 1t can also be interpreted like this:You did not wait for
orders from me. In order to understand fully the statement
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of Prophet Aaron (peacebe upon him), one should read this
verse along with verse 150 ofburah Al-Aaraf, where he
says:. Son of my mother, these people overpowered me a
were going to kill me So, let not the enemies gloat over m
Do not count me amongthe peopk who have done wong.
Now if both these verses are read together, one can ea:
seethe true picture of the event Prophet Aaron (peace be
upon him) did his utmost to stop the people fron
committing the sin of calfworship, but they revolted
against himand might even hae killed him. Fearing a clash
between them, therefore, he held Bi peacelest Prophet
Moses(peace be upon him)on his return, might blame him
for letting the situation worsen and failing to control it
effectively in his absence. The laslause ofSurah Al-Aaraf,
Ayat 150 also gives the hint that there existed amondne
people a good number of the enemies of the two brothers.
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95. He said: A T h |, < B A Mﬁ'
l@ IIzNﬂ' M 23 W
what is your case O | ¥ :

Samiri. o A f g adiee

96. He said: i | | Aqgla’ 106 125 & "
what they did not B n@

seeof it. So | took ~@37A1? géAngj
a handful from the 'ﬁ ) Iﬂ’y A
footprint of the ©O U?ivey ¢ 3

messenger, then .
| threw it, and thus E ENErz a@ﬁ

did suggestto me «73 a}\A%ﬁ( o B
my sou. 0° e

*73 Here it has been a good deal of divergence of opinion
regard to the interpretation of this verse. According to the
majority of the early commentators and their followers, it
means: The Samiri saw the Messenger (Angel Gabrie
when he was pasag and took a handful of dust from his
footprints. Then he sprinkled this upon the idol of the
golden calf. This created life in it and it legan to low Ike a
living calf. The Quran, in fact, does not say that thi
actually happened but merely cites the eply given by the
Samiri to Prophet Moses(peace be upon him)when the
latter took him to task for the great sin he had committed.
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There are others who interpret the words of the Samiri like
this: | saw aweakness in the Messenger (Prophet Moses)
In his creed, which others did not see. Therefore | follower
In his footsteps to a certain limitbut afterwards | left his
way. This interpretation was maost probably put forward
first of all by Abu Muslim Isfahani. Then Imam Razi not
only cited it in his own commentary but also approved of it.
And now it is being followed by some modernisti
commentators, who try to prove their own favorite theories
by giving far-fetched interpretations to the olwious meaning
of the words of the Quian. Such people forget that the
Quran has not been sent down In the terminology c
enigmas, riddles and puzzles but in clear, plain an
intelli gible Arabic. Therefore the Quran would have never
employed the words it hasused in thetext to convey the
meaning given by them because thewsagecannot support
that far-fetched Iinterpretation. What such interpreters
really mean to imply is that Allah has failed to expres:
Himself clearly and plainly; therefore, they wish to mme to
His rescue by their interpretations in order to sae Him
from the ridi cule of the learnedpeople.

If we study the verse in the context in which it occurs, w
shall be able to understand easily that the Samiri was
mischieFmonger who had contrived his deceitful scheme
after a good deal of consideration. As he appeato have
been a good craftsman, he caused the golden calf he |
made to produce a lowing sound, and successfully delud
the ignorant and simple peopleHe did not rest content with
this but impudently invented the story that he had see
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what the common peode oould not see and that he ha
taken a handful of the dust from the footprints of the
Messenger and sprinkled it on the calf which made it lo\
like a living calf. It is possible tha by the Messenger he
meant Prophet Moses(peace be upon him)himsdf and
might have cunningly tried to flatter him, saying, that the
dust of his footprints was miraculous. By saying so, he wi
playing the most suble trick. He wanted to offer an
Intellectual bait to Moses (peace be upon him)so that he
might feel elated about the miraculous effect of the dust
trodden by his feet and utilize his services for propagatin
his own miraculous acts. Ayhow, the fact is that theQuran
has presented the whole timg as a trick of the Samiri and
has not given the account as if it ere areal event by itself.
The subsequent reaction of Prophet Mosepeace be upor
him) to the statement of the Samiri clearly shows that h
considered t as a deceitful story, and so lai the curse on

him.
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97. He said: i 8 go @Iﬁ Ta'y 3 -
away. Then indeed, ZAT 23 iWW
for you in this life it | ¢ gloug-EeRit . ops . aomn

IS to say, touch me
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Then we will surely 4 Ba g -
scatter it in the sea CEZEE @6t E

A
as dust o
*74 The words show that e was not only made an outcas
for life but was made to inform the people himself that he
was an outcast, as given in Leviticus:
And the leper in whom the plague is, his clétes $all be
rent, and his head bare, and he shall put a covering upo
his upper lip, and shall cry, unclean, unclean. All the day:
wherein the plague shall be in him he shall be defiled; he
unclean: he shall dwell alone; without tle camp shall his
habitation be. (13: 45-46).
We conclude from this that either he was inflictel with
leprosy as a scourge byllah or the punishment inflicted on
him was that, being a moral "leper"”, he should be made a
outcast and should himself proclaim to be an unclean ar
Impur e person, sging: Touch me not
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98. In fact, your T S S e T, W3-
god isAllah. Whom, = CHI\EMLN % HA%%M
there is no deity Bt 15" A 2 < B ) )

exceptHim. He has e . Awh’r %@'ﬁ%
encompassed all | Mg @ B ¥ . @ A

things in knowledge.

99. Thus do We WNR’Gﬁ?ﬁAﬁQ Hf - = -
relate to you ’° the IYZLJbﬂ @753 . m@ﬂm
news of what has 0 .. el 2
preceded of old. b(aA%I"R& %ellrﬁﬁ%ﬁ%w
And indeed, We °~ B M AEA
have givenyou from |2 @& OGRS+

Usa reminder.  7©

*75 Now that the story of Prophet Moses (peace be upor
him) comes to an end, the same theme, that was interrupt
by this story, has been resumed.
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*76 That Is, the Quran about which it was said at the
beginning of the Surah that it had not been sent down t
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100. He who turns
away from it, then
iIndeed he will bear

on the Day of
Resurrection a
burden.
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101. Abiding in it.
And evil will be for
them on the Day of
Resurrection  this
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burden. "7’/

*77 Here the people have been warned that wiso will turn
away front the Quran and will reject its guidance, he shal
do harm to himself only and not to Allah and His
Messenger, and that the one, who rejects His Messaghkal
iInevitably be punished in the Hereafter.And this warning
holds good for every peopleevery country and every age
This I1s because there are only twaalternatives for an
iIndividual or a community, whom the message of the Quan
reaches. They can eitheaccept it or reject it, there is no

third w ay. A i
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ICyK OAdlie d\!fg" T @3-, 3 "p @ R 3%% WO Z €8 77

AvcPa & [k mq@de AR 8 oo é%mm’) €

i ¥ ¥ Hr Y e Y P e e e e e e i e Y e e s e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e i e e e v e o e vl o i e

X X Y X X X 2 Yo X e X 2 X X 5 X0 2 Yo X 5 Yo X 5 X0 2 X0 X 5 o X 5 5o X 0 X0 2 e X 5 5o X 50 X 2 e X0 5 5o X0 50 X 5 0 X0 50 50 X0 50 X 20 50 X0 00 0
X 5b 55 b 5 5b 35 b b 3b 3b b b 3 3 3b b 0 0 3 3b 0b 0B 06 36 36 3b 35 b b 3 3 3b 0B 06 3 3b b 0b 0B 6 36 3 35 b 06 3 3 3 0b 0 06 36 b xb b 0 b b b b b b 36




************************************************
J BCNeRy g, Esﬂéz, B f Uy, 0 "M.;K WA@
1K ﬂr ‘B‘% a g @ mcﬁT alﬁwe@wfomnp@@/w Mplh%)
e Iﬂ.sﬁy I st@seth ~ @ athe manﬁi £ o s -@po b
n &f l@dﬂy In th BBLEBLE s ainiby &a-ez's &
jc m"muwmtﬁa B E& T doug® RIRALERY
a m W&ﬁ%w pAdHe acrpfs"/ca lm‘\u "IRAK ’V%@B
22| EEA @D £3 R waa : 5] W%ﬁ'y WC/CA2| e mﬁ
i 5 o he M LE 8 o AGPIAGH g
U\?ern_pesfﬁall g:tﬂgr “;fsﬁ / Cv@ m mﬂﬁf
criminals that day, ~E*@" A, 34D
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*79

*78 As regards to the nature of the bowing of the Trumpet
on the Day of Resurrectia, it may be likened to the blowing
of the bugle in the army to muster or disperse the soldier:
It Is obvious that these words and terms have been us
because these are known to theeople. Therefore it will be
wrong to consider the Trumpetto be exactlylike the bugles
and trumpets of this world.
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*79 According to somecommentators, it means this:The
bodies of the criminals will turn white as if no dropof blood
had been Ieftln them.
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103. They shall ~@Z@ﬂﬁia 545 Nl
; ,‘b,

whisper among

themselves: A Y o () As. @f‘l B”fA
stayed not except ‘

ten (days). &°

*80 The original text may also be interpreted to mean
After your death, you may have m@mssed hardly ten days till
now. As regards to the interpretation adopted in the
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translation, it is supported by Surah Ash-Shuara, Ayats
112-113: When Allah will ask them, for how many years did
you stay on theearth? They will say: We stayed there for a
day or part of a day. You may askthose who have kept the
record. The second intepretation is supported by Surah
Ar-Room, Ayats 5556: And on the day when Resurrectior
will take place, the criminals will declare under oaths We
have not remained in the state of dah for more than an
hour. And likewise they were deluded on thesarth. On the
other hand, those who have been givdimowledge andfaith
will say: According to the Book of Allah, you hawe remained
In this state up tothe Day of Resurrection, and this is the
very Day of Resurrecton, but you did not know of it. Both
the interpretations are suppated by other verses of the
Quran. It is clear from these that they willconsider bdh the
life on the earth and the life in the interval between deatft
and Resurrection to be very short. They will consider th
earthly life to be very short because, against all thei
expectations, they will have to face the eternal life in th
Hereafter which they dened in their earthly life. As they
had made no preparation for this life, they will regret that
they had ruined their eternal life for the sakeof a few
transitory pleasures of the short life they had been given c
the earth. As regards to the duration of the interval between
death and Resurrection, they will consider it to be very
short, for they will imagine that they had been suddenly
awakened by the Trumpet from their last sleep or
unconsciousness in their earthly life. Thus, thewill not at
first realize that the Trumpet was the ggnal for the Day of

X X X X Y X 5 X 2 Yo X 2 X X e X 5 5o X 5 X X 0 X 2 X X 50 5o X 50 X 2 0 X 5 5o X 5 X 2 50 X 5 5o X 5 X X 5 X0 2 X0 X0 5 X0 X0 50 X0 50 X X0 20
X 5b 55 b 5 5b 35 b 3 3b 3b b b 3 3 3 b 0 0 3b 3b 0b 0B 06 36 3b 3b 35 b b 3 3 3b 0B 06 3 3b b 3b b 36 36 3 35 b 06 3 3 3 0b 0 06 36 b ob b 0 b b b b b b 3f

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A



Yo e e e A A A e e e e e e e e e i i i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Resurrection because they had no expectation whatev
that the Day of Resurrection would evecome. As a matter
of fact, they used to make fun of this Day as a nonsensi
thing.
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104. We know well @~£ﬂ~ﬁ2@# ﬁlt EI, i| ;: ‘A wom R

what they will say,
when will say the ~@\"y2®R @2 B A ‘
bed among them in O
conduct: iYo ~1:ﬁ“'1 HEBN 2 o
stayed not excepta | B
day*8.1(‘) o }\A/;QI:III'QHB
*81 This Is a parenthesis that haseen insert@ to remove
this doubt of the hearers: How has it been known today
what the people will be talking in whisperson the Day of
Resurrection?
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105. And they ask | a 6:&“@2 %O% /mm
you about the 53
mountains. Say: Kp-~@Keg Bay . _ ,

Wil blow them oA SO [ A
away My Lord as FE/#M7 L utgAie,

dust. &7 82 pg folige

*82 This is another parenthesis which has been inserted
answer to another objetion raised by some hearer. |
appears that whenthis Surah was being recited, somene
might have raisal this question as a ridicule:Where will
these high mountains g on the Day of Resurrection, for it
appears from your description of Resurrection thatall the
people of the world will berunning about in a levd plain?
In order to understand the background of the question, I
should be kept in mind that Makkah, wherethis Surah was
first recited on the occasion of its revelation, is surrounde
on all sides by high mountains. The answer to thiguestion
follows immediately: Allah will reduce them to fine dust
and sc%ter It away.
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106. Thenshall leave

them plain, smaooth. of %\'[@2 AlK ¢4Z WW
107.  AYou  will B Z S A R
neither see therein -8} @ 3 ‘“L”'ﬁ'a‘ﬁ '@@@Y#ﬂ%
(the earth) curve *83 )\éAm.R‘; . “@!,;

nor rugge d n e '$°s

*83 According to the Quran, the earth will take a new shap:
In the Hereatfter:

The earth will be spread.(Surah Al-Inshigaq, Ayat 3).

The bottoms of the oceans will be sgl(and the wholewater
will sink down in the earth). (Surah Al-Infitar, Ayat 3).

The oceans will be filled up (Surah At-Takweer, Ayat 6).
The mountains will be reduced to fine dust and scattere
away andthere will be left no curve or crease in thesarth.
(Surah Taaha,Ayats 105107).

On that day the earth will be totally chamged (Surah
Ibrahim, Ayat 48).

And it will be turned into a garden and given to the pous
peopleto dwell therein forever. (Surah Az-Zumur, Ayat 74).
This shows that ultimately this earth will be turned into
Paradise which will be inherited by the piousand righteous
servants of Allah. The whole earth will become one countn
and there will be no mountains, oceans, rivers and dedsi
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which today divide it into countless countries and
homelands am divide mankind as well into as many tribes
races and clases.lbn Abbas and Qatadah havethe same
view that Paralghse gg” be eBtabllshed foly this very earth.
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