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In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

Name

The name of this Surah has not been taken from any ver:
but it has been called Al-Anbiya because it contains
continuous account of many Anbiyaa (Prophets).
Nevertheless, it is a symbolic name and not a title.

Period of Revelation
Both the subject matter and the style of the Surah indicat
that it was revealed in the third stage of the life of the
Prophet (peace be upon himpat Makkah. (See introduction
to Surah Al-Anaam).

Subject and Topics
This Surah discusses the conflict between the Proph%
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(peace be upon himl@and the chiefs of Makkah, which was
rampant at the time of its revelation and answers thos
objections and doubts which were being put forwarc
concerning his Prophethood and thedoctrines of Tauhid
and the Hereafter. The chiefs of Makkah have also bee
rebuked for their machinations against the Prophet(peace
be upon him)and warned of the evil consequences of the
wicked activities. They have been admonished to give |
their indifference and heedlessness that they were showi
about the message. At the end of the Surah, they have be
told that the persan whom they considered to be a distres
and affliction had in reality come to them as a blessing.
Main Themes
In Ayats 1-47, the following themes hag been discussed i
particular.
1. The objection of the disbelievers that a human bein
could not be a Messenger and therefore they could n
accept Muhammad (peace be upon him) as a Prophet, h
been refuted.
2. They have been taken to task for raising multifarious
and contradictory objections against the Prophe{peace be
upon him) and the Quran.
3. Their wrong conception of life has been proved to b
false because it was responsible for their indifferent an
heedless attitude towards theénessage of the Prophe(peace
be upon him). They believed that life was merely a spol
and pastime and had no purpose behind or before it an
there was no accountability or reward or punishment.
4. The main cause of the conflict between the disbelieve
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and the Prophet(peace be upon himwas their insistence or
the doctrine of shirk and antagonism to thedoctrine of
Tauhid. So the doctrine ofskirk has been refuted and th
doctrine of Tauhid reinforced by weighty and impressive
though brief arguments.

5. Arguments and admonitions have been used to remo
another misunderstanding of theirs. They presumed tha
Muhammad (peace be upon him) was a false prophet ar
his warnings of a scourge from God were empty threat:
just because no scourge was visiting them in spite of the
persistent rejection of the Prophet.

In Ayats 4891, instances have been cited from tr
Important events of the life stories of the Prophets to sho
that all the Prophets, who were sent by God, were hume
beings and had all the characteristics of a man except tho
which were exclusive to Prophethood. They had no share
Godhead and they had to implore Allah to fulfill each anc
every necessity of theirs.

Along with these two other things have also bee
mentioned

1. All the Prophets had to pass through distress an
affliction; their opponents did their best to thwart their

mission, but in spite of it they came out successful by tl
extraordinary succor from Allah.

2. All the Prophets had one and the same way of lifehe
same as was being presented by Muhammad (peace be uj
him), and that was the onlyright way of life and all other
ways invented and introduced by mischievous people we
utterly wrong.
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In Ayats 92-106, it has been declared that only those wr
follow the right way, will come out successful in the fine
judgment of God and those who discard it shall meet wit
the worst consequences.

In Ayats 107-112, the people have been told that it is a gre
favor of Allah that He has sent His Messenger to inforn
them beforehand of this reality and that those, whc
consider his coming to be an affliction instead of a blessin
are foolish people.

A
(@3

P BEEHER a4 BLg ollae EfAﬁa O £5 I&Gf@'% 7 i
. . A . A
q O& &, 3£L\A"L LB /g a kv | Nl @83 53
% 319y gage B
2t
A
mﬁ naEc Bosal » Muss i) BheN. B & Tiagadca i
o 1E-Gon 2 @ xa.zcuﬁ%@ﬁd'@:“ag @uuﬁﬁa

A2 @@B 3572.98 @ﬁ@ fiecicJ é‘m

A ILJCQ éA‘A

DR Umr'm/q“aﬁ @Uﬁausf@’@o “ £ §
o 6 - ¢ rpe BagRaEe [ ctes yco e %o u%u@> y
’Z“«I\f d’@é‘;ﬂéﬂ@' '%EU “$ 12 9 il:j@éﬂ B "&A"ﬂ»a %
2 A NETT 'ﬁlmal Mgac &I;% 9y 'B?E A | 3%@3{3
n ) W3 oo, wedBis > av e L@ispr
Ae) B . 0%K LA U, R BAT wLicT Crs byl B &

Y Y P Y Y P 9 e Y Y i e s e e e Y o P e e o A e e o P e e e e v e e s i s e e e sl i o A vl o A e e

X X X X o X 2 X 2 X X 2 X 2 X X o X 50 X 2 X X 5 X 2 X X 0 X 2 X 2 X X 5 X 2 2 X 2 50 X 2 5 X X 5 X X 5 X0 X 5 X X0 56 X0 X0 5 X X0 00
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%




A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A e A A e A A A A Ao &
&~ G- @2 W W A s, I @A TC
o 0P & ORAHES oo @fA 2 v%ﬁhﬁ@ﬂﬁéﬁ
A2 wgE/Re O# R
3 B8P by ¢ et iR &oé:gyc:v 8@'18(‘3’2» $1 MK
A e e SR EE B £
E M3 ﬁa% e Lo 38 @m@w@A 03
a2 ol T Egke ancBos o Be ol B¢
"OK g3’ w»auﬁ‘m@ﬁ% (erBay & Onhe usv”a”
Ae WEORS @I
a Poy @Jﬂﬁca B ﬂRJo?@MA gk \fg%tplsA%muw
T“%)"@E@VN |[f§1rc £ ouae o 1_39“‘% ﬂ”A@z
- E%‘A}ailcm:

2 B& P02 r@/azA RQ M 6 B0 e oi1
2118 & "~ gmeA ot 6% B4 o A e Ceaell B T/C
A2 3%90 gl@ﬁ‘ zmo/a m% Lur ég/c
M@ @é@%:w éﬁ,@'?& % g ks B%@@wﬁkﬂm G
/cn»ABem»n»a 1% o fEeiAL @A 1ce MAM%@& 3u%l
@s > BAB" dHeaD- @ A G de Acnﬁ @roé
1A g - %/cnﬁﬂ\%we‘\/ @E@WCTQBVA @2 HAD
y 8 @Mp‘:ycv’l)&ma B @k .53 Garra @ad B o
e wme " vy aor@wmY e o e

X X X X o X 2 X 2 X X 2 X 2 X X Yo X 2 X 2 Yo X 5 X 2 X X 0 X 2 X 2 X X 50 X 2 2 X 2 50 X 2 5 X X 5 X X 5 X0 X0 5 X X0 56 X0 X0 50 X X0 00
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Y Y P Y Y P 9 e Y Y i e s e e e Y o P e e o A e e o P e e e e v e e s i s e e e sl i o A vl o A e e



Y Y Y Y Y e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o

X X X X o X 2 X 2 X X 20 X 2 X X Yo X 50 X 2 Yo X 5 X 2 X X e X 2 X 2 X X 50 X 2 0 X 2 0 X 26 5 X 5 5 X 2 5 X X0 5 X X0 5 X0 X0 00 X X0 0

VI

ok nore pabimcnp AoMNE o g Ebi-a
{ DB - @1 8% o @mﬁfdcm%?y & gl
A~ gzﬁ 1§ za Bﬁam@mﬁn @“Reﬂlﬁ@@mﬁz‘sﬁ
2 & & yhe B % &J@?}Eﬁ'vb@é% B e @
a b>yma Bl /e 6]@/@ Eﬁ#@ﬁa @;rJfﬁ‘@i[ﬁde B
ey @mm@@z & (B yic* o) Pla @B 65t/
B o @i, DHEe T8 B2 o 0% o |

A~@7 BAT .CP & tﬁﬁ"es@a"lﬂﬂ@i'cé

In the nameof Allah, | AGO TN ) &&; - -
Most Gracious, L. @mlm

Most Merciful. A2 Q0 £

1. Draws near for a (Ba L ot
the peopletheir time % L

of reckoning, * while | E#8* O Bx # $(<°‘--

they in heedlessnes
* *2 —~ = —_ -
are turning away.? | A @7 Beh-~gr &

*1nDrawsnearforman ki nd t hei: the time af
Resurrection. This is to warn the people that the time c
Resurrection when they will have to appear beforeheir
Lord to render their accounts is not far. This was becaus
the coming of the Prophet (peace be upon himyas a sign
and a clear evidence of the fact that mankind had entere
Into the last stage of its history. The Prophet (peace be up
him) has himself explained it by holding out two of his
adjoining fingers and said:l have been sent at a time whicl
joins to the time of Resurrection pst as these two finger:
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adjoin. By this he meant to sayNo other Prophet is coming
between me and the ResurrectionTherefore mend your
ways now, for after me no guide is comg with good news
and warning.
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*2 That is, they do not pay heed to any warning nor reflec
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*4 The words of the original text may also be interpreted
as: They do not take life seriously but treat it as a sport an
ajoke.
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their hearts. And in
secret they confer. )\ﬂh @‘Z %
Those Wh.O~ did )El-ea B@
wrong (say): n He
not but a man like p@y g Al tlEa| }fA

you. Will you then
submit to magic CA 2 - Emﬂ-—p

while yous e €°. 0 *5 ggﬁn.n@-@

*5 This may also be translated asWhat, are you then
being ensnared by his magic?

The disbelievers, who were the chiefs of Makkah, whispere
to one another to this effect:Anyhow this man cannot be ¢
Prophet because he is a human being like wnd eats anc
drinks and has wife and children like us. We see nothin
unusual about him that might distinguish him from us and
make him worthy of the office of Prophethood. We
however, admit that there is some magic in his talk rad
personality. That is why anyone who listens to him or goe
near Him is charmed. Therefore, the best thing for you i
not to listen to him at all, nor go near him, for listening to
him or going near him will only be involving yourseles
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Intentionally in his snare.

The reason why they accused the Prophet (peace be ug
him) of practicing magic wasthat even his antagonists wer
charmed by his personality when they met him.
Muhammad bin Ishag (152 A.H.) says Once Utbah bin
Rabiah, the fatherin-law of Abu Sufyan, said to the chief:
that he wanted to see Muhammad and give him couns
They said We have full confidence in youYou may go and
have a talk with him. Accordingly, he went to the Prophel
(peace be upon him) and satdDear nephew, you know thai
you were held in great honor here before this and yo
belong to a noble family. Why have you then brought thi
affliction to your people? You have caused discard amor
them. You consider your people to be foolsYou speak ill of
their religion and deities, and you declare their decease
forefathers to be disbelievers. My dear nephew, if you
object is to become a rich man, we can give you so mu
wealth that you will become the richest man among udf
you are seeking a high rank, we will make you our chie
even our king, if you so like. But if you are suffering from &
mental illness which makes you see illusions, we will ha
you treated by the best physiciansHe went on talking in
this strain and the Prophet (peace be upon himjemained
silent. When hewas donetalking, the Prophet (peace be
upon him) said Abul Walid, have you had your say or dc
you want to say anything more? He replied that he had
said what he had to say. Then the Prophet (peace be up
him) said: Now listen to me And he began to recite Sural
Ha-Mim -Sajdah after Bismillah and Utbah listened to him
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as if he had been charmed. When the Prophet (peace

upon him) came to Ayat 38, he fell down in prostration.
Then raising his head, he saidO Abul Walid, | have said
whatever | had to say, and you have heard itNow | have
nothing more to say. After thisUtbah walked back towards
the chiefs who peceived him to be a changed marmand
remarked: By God, his face shows that he is not the san
man that he was wha he went from here.When he came tc
them, they asked What has been the result of your
mission? He answered By God, today | have heard a thinc
the like of which | had never heard before. By Allah! It is
not poetry nor sorcery nor divination. O people of Quraish.
| advise you to leave him to himself. From what | havi
heard from him, | conclude that his message is going t
bring about a great revolution here. If the Arabs overcome
him, you will stand absolved from the charge of murdering
your own brother, and if he ovempowers the Arabs, his
sovereignty will be your own sovereignt and his honor
your own honor. The people answeredBy God, you too, O
Abul Walid, have been charmed by himTo this he replied

| have expressed my opinion. Now it is foyou to accept or
reject it. (Ibn Hisham, Vol. |, pp. 313314). Baihaqi, in his
narration of the above event, makes this additionWhen the
Prophet (peace be upon himyecited Ayat 13: If they turn

away from your message, say to them, | have warned you
the coming of a thunderbolt like the thunderbolt that visited
the Aad and the Thamud, Utbah placed his hand on the
mouth of the Prophet (peace be upon him), sayingFor
Godd sake have mercy on your own people.
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In this connection, ibn Ishag has cited another event. Onc
a man from the clan of Arash came to Makkah with som
camels and Abu Jahl bought them. When he demande
their price, he put him off by lame excuses. At last the ma
came to the Sanctuary of the Khah and began to bewal
publicly the dishonesty of Abu Jahl. The Prophet (peace k
upon him) was also sitting in a corner of the Sanctuary. Th
chiefs of the Quraish said to the manWe cannot help you
In any way in this matter; look, there is a man sitting: go tc
him and he will get you your money.Accordingly, the
Arashi went towards the Prophet (peace be upon himand
the chiefs began to whisper jokingly Today there will be
great fun. When the man expressed his complaint befol
the Prophet (peace be upon him), he at once stood up a
accompanied him to the house of Abu Jahl, followed by &
iInformer of the chiefs. The Prophet (peace be upon hin
knocked at Abu Jahias door, who asked from insideWho is
there? He answered Muhammad. Hearing this, he at once
came out and the Prophet (peace be upon hinspaid to him:
Pay this man his duesAbu Jahl went in without uttering a
word, brought the price of the camels and paid the man. A
this the informer ran back to the Quraish and told them the
whole story and said By God, today | have seen somethin
which | had never seen before. When Abu Jahl came ot
Muhammad asked him to pay the dues, and he obeydum
as If he were spell bound(lbn Hisham, Vol. Il, pp. 29-30).

It was this charm of the personality, character and words o
the Prophet (peace be upon him)which these people
considered to be the effects of charmnd warned the people
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not to go near him for fear of his magic.

K 3 EveltBemr@ErR aiE ¢ /arnﬁ% b 5° w7 o5
""\'f\lzagAﬁmﬁjAL% Pay é“'ﬂﬁ} éD?aBﬁﬁ :Iisgﬁmz / K 2
B W5t HEMEEY kodarh -1 57 4 L% Besin> BVl

A

_ . . B J
e pko <R wougrio @ e B i Pk o
~EB ﬁ@fpcgs "&vmu’géw?@ﬂi@ £ qAG T 4oy /ﬁwg@ﬁ
o) B G ice B AR ke " e Dy ¢- € wBaB I
3 "slige 92 BB 5 Bc fon "ﬁ%g% @%3 | ﬁaﬁ@“ﬁa "
) Bk dr 6uBEer Agdv B 6 odd- e
B — A
o Gpg 1~ ove dBEE @ WYY & O wmigh &
5 A PB ) A .

}Af;cf?y e B O-@taw w6 HAd éAa}M%@}ﬁﬁ
-Gt Ade 8 100 vo KA us @ ORbAeE aef e
s 6 vane O esch hen wh-fics b o (oA
B B -« — = N N
N> 2| BHABET &o m"%ﬁm,'[z%faga OBGEIB dJU%@H
89CeB K 11 BT i a\"ﬂn&af@ ARGT I - ey M@ B 7y

i I %gl A ﬁEh»»u ﬁa B_ ‘%%
HEY my ¢ @N/?@QM v oo MR B b
LR S TR T BT
R aA-@B s WCTRBCH 610 2 6\ @AY
A IR 4 Rﬁgu P on % s iy s m%@ttﬁ/catcﬁ\%
A D B B E
a éﬂ",li~£&itﬂ§%lé]/“,lﬁlv)|\@%;?llElga Ré|-ﬁg@,|< P
U2 a@min B 3400 ndpve AV~ @iy, B w1 & ol - ok

X X X X o X 2 X 2 X X 2 X 2 X X Yo X 2 X 2 Yo X 5 X 2 X X e X 2 X 2 X X 5 X 2 2 X 2 50 X 2 5 X X 5 X X 5 X0 X 5 X0 X0 56 X0 X0 50 X X0 00
b5 3 5 b 3 50 3 b 3 58 0 0 36 3 b 0 3 b b 0 3 5 b 0 3 b 3 0 b 5 o o b 3 3 0 0 08 36 b b 0 0 06 0 0b 3 b 3 5 ob 0 0 b 56 b b b b 0 0 0 3

Y Y P Y Y P 9 e Y Y i e s e e e Y o P e e o A e e o P e e e e v e e s i s e e e sl i o A vl o A e e



Vo e d e d e e e e e d e e e e e dd e e e ed e e e e R e e S S G B B B B S e g
% ”'%'( § LR B & B IR a|kR) & w6l w dC
L sz v NE@a e Mty @“UQMEﬂt e
~@-,Bf-’f‘%ﬁ@ﬁ zLe %3 W M@éﬁe”% Ao $'Eﬂ[t|>’ﬂ\l1!0
‘;;f;‘”:.! @M@aug #l_gmga @mgbe 1
/@|%@&lﬂgﬂ£ﬁﬁem o 1 B Heias U3
'zm[wmmo afﬂg'sﬂrzzqma 183 'ﬂxAﬁzo&,a&rmrﬁ of
oo BAY" Ay aprogh MaL s ﬁ $ 34 m/}a@vz$ {eigm &
% & wmﬁmﬁmm oenge vz ~d0 @ By &
3 e vzﬁuime@ N, Aa‘ﬁqu@imau 3;»?“
én SE BRI E S o N ﬁ@w 46 (0 e’
~ieB 2cglz e 6" 63 1C % ) B0 AERK O faic
N M@@éz %Imgiﬁza w 1T CB @A 2 @R ek
%Ilt?h?l /C@B_!;T' Aj i Aes mm;sﬁ% nmmwzacmcmg
a 1/21 B 10 123 Wy Aol Lty [gymhy_e 1B )ibl't:'Jy/L_,a
WD @2 . e e G A OBTLACH # 8
+ 0 gl = ey ﬁﬁ‘*@@mye o @@ S o

/&A% Wk 1 AR %B'ﬂ

B M‘m 8y ¢ ngagé\g ¢ 9 B %%f}m?c ®
A

; & V:nHLtf wlﬂwm T B &qucg[ééﬂ A

. K BCAJ , o @ pmt%ﬁgw e 6 ED GHEETy &

X X X X o X 2 X 2 X X 2 X 2 X X o X 20 X 2 Yo X 5 X 2 X X e X 2 X0 2 X0 X 50 X 2 0 X 2 50 X 2 5 X X 5 X X 5 X0 X0 5 X0 X0 56 X0 X0 5 X X0 00
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Y Y P Y Y P 9 e Y Y i e s e e e Y o P e e o A e e o P e e e e v e e s i s e e e sl i o A vl o A e e



Y Y Y Y Y e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o

X X X X 2 X 2 X X 2 X 2 X X 0 X 2 X 2 X X 50 X 2 X X 0 X 5 X 2 X X 50 X 2 X 2 e X 2 5 X 2 2 X 2 5 X X 5 X X 5 X0 X0 56 X 50 50 X0 X 20

18 p8a"wahru iy gt Flke » ¢ @
WL i) Dk apeithe B ke S ko
(1€ 25 %BC/ =D 48" | oy FOLr W By
e g%'i% T s ICARD & 3 oo/ d e v v e @
il Uy B B o manye ¢ O Phe o
roE \eﬁ\ﬂ:@% w2 OO jartad ét“t“/ilﬁlg ,ﬂﬁn&m"ﬁ y
® 3" wo$ I it 9A 18 EX [ "B wh w1 2
aiE B & W SEmo e "B w3 e, AN EE 3
ICe@AIR BCE/CK; ES@E :ﬁs??@ﬁmﬁ AJK-ED 2 (B
[Bg l 3{% o Bway AAULEM Biir Eﬁ?lbiﬁ‘@ﬂ?( gﬁj’tﬁe
TSN WS "W 8 'K 1 [DR QCHiwe k3 ~ 38 [
. oian BAGH K| 3EAL AR @Y A ug

B 0 B> B ol v BE @ LD e Aos RYCT ‘Egl_g?@
UK, CBPGReS 12 653 "iP?aB%ﬂThe@

4. He (Prophet) 4 #.@a’\,@ﬁ% qa
said: N My L

knows whatever Is| @12 g%_%ml :
said in the heaven 3
and the earth. And |'C£‘al SJECet @
He isthe Hearer,the 6 11

Knowe% . 0o Méﬁm

*6 This was the answer of the Prophet (peace be upon hii
to their false propaganda and whispering campaign.
Instead of giving atit for tat answer, he said My Lord will
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deal with you for He hears everything and know:s
everythlng

| g 6 "ch eB E4/CK ALy y@,"vﬁ % a6
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5. But they said:|_ 15 1B %ga
(These are) mixed ( @? A Qmeﬁ
up dreams. Rather, o zoa# "N\@

he invented it ﬂ.l.{y ga) Jei Bra Iﬁlﬁiw

Rather, he isa poet. . -

" So let hifl‘_“k b”ﬂg oA K 21 %%m
to us a sign like the

onethat was sent(to > & & GM a%
the rophets) of o~
od, & e & Ozb

*7 The badkground of this verse is this:When the messag:
of the Prophet (peace be upon him)started gaining
adherents, the chiefs of Makkah decided among themselv
to start a propaganda campaign to couteract it. For this
purpose they decided that every visitor to Makkah foi
pilgrimage should be approached and his mind so poisone
against the Prophet (peace be upon hinthat he does not
even go near and listen to him. Though this campaig
continued throughout the year, in the pilgrimage seaso
specially a large number of men were deputed to go to ti
tents of the pilgrims to warn them to beware of the
Prophet (peace be upon him). Different sorts of things wer
said against the Prophet (peace be upon hinguring these
talks. Sometimes it was said that havas a sorcereror that
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he had fabricated the Quian by himself but attributed it to
Allah. Some would say that his revelationsvere the words
of an Iinsane person and a bundle of incoherent idec
Others would say that these were ordinary poetic idec
which were being dubbed as the words of Allah. All the
wanted to do was to poison the minds of the visitol
Irrespective of the correctness of their own versions. The
had no considered and definite opinion in the matter.

This false propaganda, however, had just the opposi
effect. The name of the Prophet (peace be upon hir
became known throughout the country through the
nefarious activities of the chiefs of Makkah. A positive kinc
of approach from the Muslims would not have achieved th
same publicity in years as was achieved so rapidly throuc
this negative campaign of the Quraish. Itmade everybody
thinking: After all, who is this man against whom such
campaign ofvilification has been started?The serious type
among them rather came to the conclusion that they mu
hear to the Prophet (peace be upon himhimself and said to
themselves:After all we are not children who can be easily
enticed away

For instance, Ibn Ishag has related indetail the story of
Tufail -bin-Amr Dausi in his own words: | was a poet of the
clan of Daus. Once | went to Makkah and was, on m
arrival there, surrounded by some people of the Quraisl
who told me all sorts of things against the Prophglpeace be
upon him). So | grew suspicious and tried to avoid him a
much as possible. The very next day, when | went to vis
the Sanctuary, | saw him saying his prayer. | heard a fe\
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sentences and felt that what he was reciting were excelle
words. | said to myself | am a poet and a sensible youn
man and no child who cannot discriminate between th
right and the wrong. Why should | not therefore meet him
and inquire what he is reciting? Accordingly, | followed
him to his house and said The people had so mch
poisoned me against you that | had actually put cotton int
my ears lest | should hear your voice, but what | have hear
today from you was so appealing that | feel urged to inquir:
Into your message rather in detail. At this the Prophe
(peace be upon himyecited a passage of the Qun. As a
result of which | embraced Islam there and then. On m\
return home | induced my father and wife to become
Muslims, which they did, and then invited the people of m'
clan to embrace Islam with the result thatby time of the
battle of the Trench, as many as eighty families from m
clan had entered the fold of Islan. (Ibn Hisham, Vol. I, pp.
22-24).

According to another tradition cited by Ibn Ishaqg, the
chiefs of the Quraish confessed in their private meeting
that all their charges against the Prophet (peace be upc
him) were false. According to him, addressing a meetin
Nadr bin Harith once said You cannot overcome
Muhammad by the methods you are adopting against hin
When he was a young man you regarded him as your be:
mannered person and looked upon him as your mo
truthful and honest man. Now that he has attainec
advanced age, you sayhje is a sorcerey he is a soothayer,
he Iis a poet he is insaneBy God, he is not a sorcerer, fo
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we very well know what kind of people the sorcerers ar
and what kind of tricks they resort to. By God, he is not ¢
soothsayer, for we ae fully aware of the guess works of th
soothsayers. By God, he is not a poet for we know wh
poetry is and can judge that his words cannot be classifie
under poetry in any sense. By God, he is not insane, for \
all know what nonsensical things the insane people utte
Therefore, O chiefs of the Quraish, let us think bsome
other plan to defeat him After this, he himself proposec
that stories from Persia likethose of Rustam and Asfandya
should be given publicity to divert the peoplé attention
from the Quran. Accordingly, they put this scheme intc
practice and Nadr himself began to relate such storie
before the people. (Ibn Hisham, Vol. I, pp. 32321).
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6. Did not believe, e .
A" YGALA~ =¥
before them, any ek 2 ‘t'@ ’

township so We mE'Tag’J a g Wﬂ@
destroyed it. Will - M
they thenbelieve.™® A° BRAALRGE

*8 This contains a concise answer to the demand for a si
In the previous verse.
(1) You ask forsigns like the ones which were shown by th
former Messengers bt you forget that those obdurate
people did not believe in spite of theigns shown to them.
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(2) While demanding asign, you fail to realize that the
people, who disbelieved even after seeing agn, were
Inevitably destroyed.
(3) It is indeed a favor of Allah that He is not showing the
sign as demanded by you. Therefore, the best course for y:
would be to believe without seeing a&gn. Otherwise, you
will meet the same doom that the former communities me
when they did not belleve even after seelng tregns.
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7. And We did not & %a ‘3@ 14‘(..3;/(:
send before you

except they were ﬂ»a wg x’hxuz M|~ o,
men, We revealedto . R O
them. ® So askthe | MﬂA?\’ H@ﬁk «

peopie of the &%fbl‘,B @R t&wﬂm

reminder if you do OTM
* *10
not know. "*°

*9 This Is the answer to their objection: This man Is no
more than a human being like yourselvesand therefore,
cannot be a Messenger of God. They have been told tithe
former Prophets, too, whom you also recognize as Prophe
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were human beings and were blessed witlevelations from
Allah.
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*10 That is, you may have it testified by the Jews, who ar
the enemies of Islam like you, and are teaching you tt
ways to oppose it, that all the Messengers including Proph
I\goses(peace be upgn hirR)/vereQuman beings.
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8. And We did not qb-ﬁg>'?amé~£ﬁ /
makefor thembodies =

that would not eat ﬁc@ﬁ%ﬁle&l‘g"

food, nor were they

B
immortals. a\ 2@ /JER " >E

9. Then We fulfilled | M y&m” yiterigrz

for themthe promise.
So We saved them ||’ttﬁ /{3‘33'6‘-14{] ,%@Aﬁ .
and thosewhom We | A A
willed, and We @ [{igh=8 e C
destroyedthose who .. =~ A A
transgressed beyon( A BYC & ¥ ¢
bounds !
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*11 History not only tells us that the former Messenger:
were human beings but it also contains a lesson that they .
received Allahs succor as promised by Him and thei
enemies were completely destroyed. Therefore you shot

serlously conS|der the goal for which you are headin
@m»ABﬂ@»%@ﬁ Y &ﬁkﬁfb‘drﬁ mwﬂéﬁk@ﬁ%ll
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10. Indeed, We have ; ,L%ﬁal 3 oL P AF
sent downto you the = ‘

Bookwhereinisyour 'n__E, % @n B# q-B L
reminder. Doyounot

. A B AB
then understand 12 12)\@1\' '~1:ﬁ i 11 Bl
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*12 This is a comprehensive answer to the variol
objections which were being raised in desperation by th
disbelievers of Makkah against the Quran andhe Prophet
(peace be upon him)as if to say:What is there in this Book
that you canmnot understand? Why dord you consider it in
the right spirit? There is nothing contradictory in it. It
discusses you and your own problems and affairs of lifét
describes your own nature, origin and endlt discriminates
between good and evil and presents high moral qualitie
which your own consciences endorse and confirm. Wk
dond you, then, use your minds to understnd this simple
and easy thing?
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11. And how many
haveWe destroyedof
the townships that
were wrong doers,
and We raised after
them other nations.
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12. S0 whenthey felt
Our punishment, 3
then they, from Iit,
tried to flee.
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*13 That is, when they realized that Allahb s

actually coming.
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13. A" Fl ee and
return tothosethings
wherein you were
given a luxurious
life, and to your
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dwellings, perhaps a"'m& a q,.D é
you will be

. x *14
questidne:

*14This is a very meaningful sentence. It may mean:
(1) Examine this scourge minutely so that if someone as
you about it, you may beable to gve an accurate account o
It.
(2) Hold your grand meetings as usual Perhaps your
servants may come with folded hansl before you to receive
orders.
(3) Hold your councils as before, perhaps people may st
cometo ask for you%;e counsels.
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14. They said: i Cy deaem 3 pgas a@e

woeto us. Indeed,we B
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15. So did not ceast & g o on £
that crying of theirs, “jy Bripge @M ‘Qﬁ@qw
until We made them @/Q"%"QE é yakig m m @

as areaped harvest,

M
that asextinct fire. A %@V& % éﬁm.
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16. And We did not |, ca B yakeTs | AW G (i
create the heaven A lﬁf E\%) ‘m\ @&E
and the earth and ® B LA?| R J@& Rl

. I Bat, .
whatlsbet\i\igerthem Mige © ﬁﬁfAEfz
for a play. 15

*15 This was to refute their entire conception of life whicl
was based on the assumption that man was free to
whatever he liked, andthere was none to call him ftc
account or take him to task: that there was no life in the
Hereafter where onds good deeds would be rewarded ar
evil deeds punished. In other words, this meant that th
whole universe had been created without any seriol
purpose and therefore there was no need to pay any heed
the message of the Prophet.
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17. If We had

intended that We “Iﬁ&sﬁ‘ﬁ%mk
take a pastime, We 3 Qézt a &lﬂk&

could surely have ;
taken it in Our | "6)a ﬁk B AN
presencejf We were
going to do. *°
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*16 That is, this world has been created with a definit
purpose and not as a |aything. For, if We had wanted tc
enjoy a sport, We would have done so without creating
sentient, rational and responsible creature like you. Far b
it from Us to put man to trial and conflict for the sake of
mere fun.
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18. But We fling ~@BM5@RQ'$5

the truth againstthe

falsehood, so it
crushes it, then
behold, It IS

vanished. And woe
to you for that which

B _ B .
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*17 ?Bé W

you ascribe. "/

*17 That Is, the object for which this world has beer
created Is to stage a conflict between thetruth and
falsehood. And you yourselves know that in this conflic
falsehood has always been defeated and destroyedou
should, therefore, consider this reality seriouslyFor, if you
build the system of your life on the false presumption that i
IS mere fun, you will meet with the same consequences
the former people did, who presumed that the world was
mere show and pastime. Therefore you should reconsid
your whole attitude towards themessage which has come
you. Instead of making fun of it and scoffing at the
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Messenger, you should take a warning from the fate ohe
former peoples.
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19. And to Him :@"’;ﬂ TR ~ - ..
belongs whoever is " |¥ UA/‘ RW@JA@QW
in the heavensand | /'E*@ @ ~@EB'E | - .. ANOEY
the earth. *® And o A Mﬁ@@w@m
those who are with ~@ZgB" (%D K

Him (angels)® are % B d3'ﬂB'§T£t§%£AE: @ @m

not too proud to

B
worship Him, nor *20;\..&9»@@ aﬁm

are they weary. "

*18 From here begins the discourse on the confirmation ¢
Tauhid and the refutation of shirk for these were the actua
bases of the conflict between the Prophdipeace be upor
him) and the disbelievers of Makkah. The line of argumen
IS this: The whole system of the universe is a clear pro
that there is One Allah Who is its Creator, Sovereign
Ruler, and Lord and it is a falsehood that there are man
gods who are partners in His Kingdom and Sovereignty, C
that there is a Supreme God Who has under Him sorr
minor gods to conduct the affairs of His Kingdom. This
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proof is also based on the preceding verses in which it h
been stated that the universe has not been created a:
pastime or a plaything, but for a serious purpose and the
there has always been a conflict between thguth and
falsehood, and falsehood has always been defeated :
destroyed.
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*19 That is, the angels whom the mushrik of Arabia

believed to be the children of God and worshiped them ¢
partners in Godhead.
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*20 That Is, they are engaged in His service day and nigl
V\gthout grtérnbgng or ever feeling earled
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20. They glorify His B .
praises night and %CEﬁ/a

day, they do not ,_ E';'E . A
slacken. ® ;:ﬁaﬁz:

21. Or have they }@,ﬂA’B,&"%éﬁ'

taken godsfrom the H QA Ln
earth who  will Fais For A @ o
resurrect (the dead). 21

*21

*21 This question has been posed to brindpome to the
disbelievers that when they themselves believed that there
no being other than Allah who can give life to inanimate
matter, why do they then acknowledge other deities besid
Allah?
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22. 1If there were B A A T (& %
therein (heaven and (}@/CAE)A™ % W@@
earth) gods besides _A W L Ean AR .
Allah, certainly there ’BO& ' e&ﬂ@%%
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would have been ir .,  x#f B20 e L ek NG A O
them corruption. 2 H¥ET £ &b m%
Soglorified beAllah, | K% 49 g# R @ o
the Lord of the B B a
Throne, % from @ MR 8 %
what they ascribe.

*22 This concise sentence contains two arguments:

(1) The obviously simple argument is that no instiition, no
household, not to speak of the vast universe containir
multitudes of countless distant stars, can function smoothl
and properly, if it has two masters.

(2) The deeper argument is that the system of the whc
universe, including that of the earth, is functioning
according to a universal law. It could not work so even for
moment, If there had been no proper proportion, balance
harmony and coordination between the different power:
and countless things. This is a clear proof it there is a
universal and all powerful law and system which binds anc
forces these powers a things to caperate and coordinate
between themselves with a perfect proportion and harmon
and this could not have happened if there had bee
different independent rulers. The existence of such a syste
IS itself a clear proof that there must be One AlPowerful
Manager and Administrator governing and ruling the
entire universe. For further details, pdease see E. N. 47 i
Surah Banti-Israil .
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*23 That is, The Sovereign of the wholg universe.
Ay AET ﬁ\,BTgé o ¢ %4 t:u#”/* 23
23. He is not to be k{B‘I" Bca Bl?mb%fﬁ

guestionedasto what
He does, and they
will be questioned.
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24. Or have they
taken besides Him
gods. Say: nBr i
your proof. This is
the admonition for
those with me and
admonition for those
who were before
me .20 But most of
them do not know
the truth, so they

areturning away. 2°
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*24 The first two were rational arguments and this is &
historical one. This means that the study of all the forme
Scriptures shows that the Creator of the universe is On
Allah and He alone is worthyof service and worship, wlhie
your religion is neither supported by rational arguments
nor by historical evidence.
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*25 1t is their lack of the knowledge of thereality which has
created this indifference towards the message of th
Prophet, and the same has made them heedless of
message
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25. And We did not R P
send before you any 3 ﬁa W@E}‘C q@@?’mﬁ
messenger except |1 ga 5 Aoy @/1 w w‘%qa

that We revealedto

im tha, A Th e WBR) 38 nee A AR

no god except Me
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26. And they said:
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glorified. But they |¥ ﬁﬁ %M

are slaves,honored.| 26 a 2 " omzogd) | o .
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*26 Herelt refers to the angels as is clear fromyat 28. The
disbelievers of Arabia believed that the angels were tf
daughters of God.

& @‘%i’[zm’?%, G oAy 13489 §) &) ¥& 9B El;fé"zstfé%

27. They do not B - &
precede  Him in ~&Bﬂ BR'E K#
speech,and they, at @7 55 NgApe |
His command,act. ®2 % Mg

28. He knowswhat & padha; i She
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*27 These two verses refute the two reasons for which ti
mushriks had made the angels their deities:

(1) They took them for the offspring of Allah.

(2) They thought that if they worshiped the angelsthey
would be so pleased that they would intercede with Allah o
their behalf. (See Surah Younus, Ayat 18; Surah Az
Zumur, Ayat 3).
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In this connection, it should also be now that the Quran
refutes the doctrine of intercession of thenushriks, saying,
that their so called intercessors are not qualified tc
Intercede for anyone. This is sobecause they have n
knowledge of the hidden things, whereas Allah knows &
that is hidden from or open to them. Therefore, the angel
or Prophets or saints shall be abwed intercession only with
the prior permission of Allah. As Allah alone has the powe
to hear or accept intercession, none else is entitled to divi
worship or rights. For further details, please se Surah
TaaHa E. Ns 8586.
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29. And whoever
should say among
them: i | mdaed
a god other than
Hi m.Then such a
one, We shall repay
with Hell. Thus do
We repay the
wrongdoers.
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30. And have they
not seen,those who
disbelieved, that the
heavens and the
earth were joined.
Then We parted
them. “® And We
made from water
every living thing.
29 Will they not
then believe.
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*28 From the wording of the text, it appears that at first the
whole universe was a single mass of matter; then it was sg
Into different parts and the earth and the other heavenl
bodies were formed. Formore details, please see&urah
HaMim, E.Ns 1315.

Lﬁm”égﬁ@ﬂb H AB g ugred » @B g U8
* 6 %[A(ca %z% B Mﬁwa@uﬁhﬁ"y-a 2 oK b i @k
<% ¢ Sorden dae 2| Br-GA% a0 abaid-e

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Y Y P Y Y P 9 e Y Y i e s e e e Y o P e e o A e e o P e e e e v e e s i s e e e sl i o A vl o A e e



A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A e A A e A A A A Ao &
peNeBK wc/c) @ dgﬁu @Bz "Vﬁzm > G Masss
A mpTBaaha M el dmund) B ‘ée@fsfh:“[/,s

ROTH TE tﬂé

*29 From the wording of the text, it appears that Allah
made water the cause and origin of life. See alSurah An-
Nur, Ayat 45.
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31. And We placed ¢ A 0 AAo .
in the earth o @Q%E% : ﬂ%‘%\%m
mountains lest it A3 CEAak - . .
should shake with = A A, A0 RACK
them. 30 And We 23%ke #\ /°Cr%

made therein broad E,ﬂ%ﬂ % Eé"*@ @ﬁﬁ’;ﬁ@%

highways ' that s
theymayfind way. >? *32 9@4 ﬁ%

*30 For explanation, see E. N. 12 c$urah An Nabhl.
Ao S RS ﬁn.eﬁ%fa w30

*31 nBroad hi g h wane stiie pasgs between higl
mountains and the valleys and ravines made by the rivers |
the mountainous regions and other natural ways tha
connect different regions on the earth.
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*32 This is a very meaningful sentence. It i@y mean that
the people may find paths for traveling on the earth, and i
may also mean that the wisdom that underlies the skill an
the system of their creation may guide them to theeality.

3 FoIVC- ARy B5- @@mﬁf. PR g BER 32
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32. And We made 3 5 . .
the heavena secure 8%@15 7 %I& ' @A %ﬂm%
canopy, °° and they, B " ECY TC Gy 7 a0
from its signs, are w@%w
e

; *34
turning away. °>* -7 ~®18 g ¢

*33 For explanation, seesurah Al- Hijr E. Ns 8 and 1012.
m“m~"nla Ji& &g Y @ m%? 33

*34 That is, those signs WhICh are in the sky.

P B B AR 34
33. And He it iS | g wan’ 1 g, 3 o K By o AR
Who created the %Ep&[@ # B39 /9 g\mmg
night and the day, /| C! IAE "% AL 0 L
and the sunand the m&w

moon. All. in orbit, | “A~@Z B@@'ﬂ' R
are floating. °°

*35 The use of the wordskullun (all) and yasbahun(ﬂoat) In
the plural (for more than two) indicates that not only the
sun and the moon but all the heavenly bodies are floating
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their own separate orbits and none of them is fixed c
stationary. These verses (333) are capable of beinc
Interpreted in the modern scientific terms in accordance
with the present day conceptions of Physics, Biology ar
Astronomy.

Here it should also be noted that verses 123 refute shirk
while verses 3683 present positive proofs of Tauhid. The
Imply that the creation and regular functioning of the
universe clearly show that it is the work of One Al
Powerful Creator, and no sensible person can say that it h:
been created as amere pastime for the sake of fun. Whel
the fact is this and you see proofs of thdoctrine of Tauhid
all around you, in the earth and heavens, why do you rejes
the message of the Prophet(peace be upon him)and
demand othersigns from him.
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34. And™® We did “gts 3k @k~ g’sb‘
not grant to any
human before you cpiergt % ‘P ']{ﬂ

immortality. So if | _ gl iy 17
you died,would they € ERH% F e 2

then live forever. A E :

*36 From here the same theme of the conflict between tt
Prophet (peace be pon him) and the disbelievers, that wa:
Interrupted by versesl19-33, has been resumed.
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35. Every soul must
taste death. *’ And
We test you by evil
and by good as a
trial . “%And unto Us
you will bereturned.

*37 This Is a brief answer to all those warnings and curse
with which the Prophet (peace be upon him)was being
threatened and the conspiracies which the Quraish wel
hatching against him day and night. On the one hand, th
women of the Quraish cursed him because according
them he had ruined their home life by enticing away thei
kith and kits. While on the other hand, the chiefs of the
Quraish threatened him with horrible consequences for the
propagation of Islam. After the emigration to Habash
especially, which almost affected every home of Makkal
these curses and threats increased all the more. This verse
meant to comfort and console the Prophefpeace be upor
him) as well so that he should continue his mission withot
any fear of their threats. o
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*38 That is, Allah is always putting human beings to tes
and trial both through adversity and affluence. This is tc
judge whether prosperity makes them proud, cruel anc
slaves of their lusts or they become grateful to Allah. On th
other hand, He inflicts adversity upon them in order to sei
whether they remain within the prescribed and lawful
limits or become lowspirited and down-hearted. A sensible
person therefore should not be deluded by prosperity an
adversity, but should keep their trial element in view anc
try to pass through it gracefully
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36. And when seeB@ Eﬁﬁ‘,&RfA }

you those who

disbelieved, they N'A5 g AB AR,

take you not except| °
for mockery. i Itsis | 5 Gd JEq¢~)\@']||"g§

he who talks about §-
) . B B _

your g 0 d '$°While BCHK /LR| ¥ K

they, at the mention

of the Beneficent, }2

they are disbelievers. 40y _ aady
bl r-@D%c »

*39 It should be noted that this sentence contains only tt
reason why they scoffed at him, but doesot refer to the
expression of scoffitself. Obviously, the disbelievers mus
have been using some other words or expressions
derision to avenge themselves on the Prophd&peace be
upon him) for his rejecting their self-made deities.
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*40 This Is to rebuke the disbelieves as if to sayYou
cherish so much love of your seimade idols and false god
that you cannot tolerate anything against themSo much sq
that you scoff at the Messenger of Allahand you are not
ashamed when you hear the name of the Merciful an
discard His mention with disdain.
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37. Man is created a pigAAB'2| P A M
of haste. ™ Soon | |BI.;B:‘; @JIE% 5, W@
s_haII show you My = 5 % gp m

signs. So  do  not g o [ A éA@

make Me to hasten &dm
*42 *42 )\ é

*41 This is not the literal translation of the text; its purport
acoording to the Arabic usage is: Man is a hasty and
Impatient creature by his very nature. The same thing has
been stated inSurah Al-Isra, Ayat 11. Man is very hasty
and |mp£1t|en
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*42 From the succeeding sentences it is obvioubat signs
here stands for the things that have been mentioned thereli
the threat of the scourge ofAllah, Resurrection and Hell.
They made fun of these, as if to sayThis man threatens us
with the scourge of Allah and the torment of the Day o
Resurrection if we deny him and that we shall become fu
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of Hell, but nothing of the sort has befallen us. We are &
strong as ever ad nothing seems to be happening
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38. And they say:
A Wen will this
promise be (fulfilled)
if youaret r ut h

E@uﬁCMﬂﬁe /|
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39.1f only knewthose ,@ap‘g @&E\@ o 4
who disbelieved of '
the time when they ~3@=C#R (Z&@l%B L]

will not be able to
drive off from their
faces the fire, nor
from their backs,nor
they will be helped.

40. But it will come
upon them suddenly.
Sothat it will perplex
them, then they will
not be ableto repel
it, neither they will
be reprieved.
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41. And indeed,were

ridiculed messenger:
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before you, so were
surrounded  those
who mocked among
them by that which
they usedto ridicule.

~ B._ B
GAREE ¥ %
A BB _
a prafgRa iy
B B
A a <"aE

42. Say. Who can
protect you at the
night and the day
from the Beneficent.
“43But theyare, from
the remembrance of
their Lord, turning
away.
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*43 That is to say, wo is there to protect and save you fron
the scourge of Allah if you are suddenly visited by it ay

time during the night or day.

B
CUvaaB et 7 BT - B & RETR %gfm-nggx,y o e
wp e o%B " @ Bwkf

43. Or do they have
godswho can guard
them against Us.
They have no powel
to help themselves
Nor can they be
defended from Us.
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44, But We gave
the luxuries of the
life to them and
their fathers until
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prolonged for them 5*44 i OA"
the life. ** Then do " ) Mlill

B
they not seethat We 2 wélkﬁﬂgﬁ;@g

set upon the land, B
reducing it from its 3B"2 &Ik 5 @~

borders. * Is it then B .5,
they  who will oﬂAqEq 4 GBGE?

x . A
overcome. *° 6 Pz E i

*44 In other words it means: These people havebeen
deluded by Our favor and Our provisions. They think they
are enjoying prosperity and good life as their personal righ
and there is none to take it away from them. They hav
forgotten that there is God above them Who is dk to make
Oé mar their fortune .
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*45 In this connection, seeSurah Ar-Raad, Ayat 41 and
E.N. 60 thereof. Here it beas an additional meaning also:
Do they not see that an AHPowerful Being is showing His
signs every nav and then everywhere on the earth in the
form of famines, epidemics, floods, earthquakes and oth
calamities Millions of people are killed, habitations anc
harvests are destroyed and other damages are caus
which frustrate all human designs?
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*46 It means: When they know that all the resources an
provisions of life are in Our hands and that We can increas
or decrease them as We willdo they have the power anc
strength to defend themselves against Our punishmén
Can they not see from these signghat their power,
prosperity and luxury are not everlasting and that there i<
an All-Powerful Allah to seize and punlsh them.
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45. Say A Onll
warn you by the | |
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revel adnd dol® SHR~E/ XME 21 . . - . -

not hear deaf the &‘é‘\/’ﬂR aly Y W‘Q@Jm

call, whenever they ’ = B £ O
are warned. -2 O a
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46. And if were to AV oAd aw “

touch them a breath * £ %ﬂ&
of the punishmentof | a0 # & © o #'H e o
your Lord, ' they  wa M_ | B
assuredlywould say: %‘3‘ B3 ﬁe&ﬂ“

~ . B
nO wo e indeed IEQ»"QIW @/ld:

we have beer
wrongdoers . 0O

*47 That Is, the same scourge which they are demanding °
be hastened ad of which they are making fun.
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up balanceof justice y

A, B
on the D& of gCHA, -2 ﬁ'!g
Judgment. So, will
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a soulat all. And if M LA
there be as the L 8 ¥RN BE (

weight of grain of a 2 o.M, .
mustard seed, We /z\ s *RZ’
will bring it forth. a" g% Bz ~@e’
And sufficient are
We as Reckoners.*®
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*48 See alsorerses 89 and E.Ns 89 of Surah Al-Aaraf. Itis
difficult for us to understand the exact nature of the
balance Anyhow, it is clear that the balancewill weigh
accuately all the human moral deeds instead of materia
things, and will help judge whether a man is virtuousor
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wicked and how much. The Quan has used this word tc
make mankind understand that every deed, good or bar
WI|| be weighed and Judged according to I%erit
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48. And surely, a1k NPT Sy

We gave Mosesand N S )@ Mgﬁ@m
Aaron the criterion ét ARG CD "%ﬁ SR e SN e
and a light and a B 5501_ WWNM

reminder™° for the -%a 8

righteous. ™! ol éﬁm

*49 From here begin the stories of the Prophets. If w
consider these stories in the context in which they occur,
becomesclear that these have been related to impress &
following themes

(1) All the former Prophets were human beingsTherefore
there is nothing strange or unusual that a human being lik:
Muhammad (peace be upon him)has been sent as
Messenger.

(2) The mission and teachings of this Prophet are the san
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as of those who were sent before him.

(3) All the Prophets had been granted a privileged positio
by Allah, Who blessed them with special favors. Fc
iInstance, though they were made to suffer from hardship
and persecutions for years, ultimately Allah heard their
prayers and helped them in miraculous ways against the
enemies and persecutors.

(4) In spite of AllahGs special favors on them they were n
more than His humble servants and human beings and he
no share whatever in GodheadSo much so that sometime
they committed errors of judgment, fell ill, were put to
trials and even committed faults, for which they were callel
to account by Allah.
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*50 All the three words have been used in praise of tF
Torah:

(1) Alfurgan: A criterion which distinguished the truth from
falsehood.

(2) Dhiaun: A light which showed theright way of life.

(3) Zikrun: An admonition, which reminded the erring
descendants of Adam to remember the lesson they h
forézjotten
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*51 Though it was sent for the good of all human being:

only the pious people, having these characteristics, coL
benefit from It.
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49. Thosewho fear a By "~ Byzm
their Lord in unseen, @& v

and they are of the | 3 g&&r !£) El{;ﬁ,cﬁ'g

Hour apprehensive
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*52 The Hour of Resurrection. o
AT uﬁ%. IV vBen K52

50. And this is a W e o

reminder, Dblessed g B A y
Which We have seni |. ggfag2 1| #? k
down. Will you then

B
reject it. & mﬁ 8"

. D A
51. And indeed, We || gwv>y o 13t g
gave Abraham the

B
guidancebefore,and #» |k #%ac o 30"y

We were, with him,
well acquainted. ™ >0 A 1@2&# ﬁ3

*53 The Arabic word rushd is very comprehensive anc
means righteousness as well.
We had blessedAbraham with discretion: The discretion he
showed in discriminating between the right and the wronc
etc. was not of his own acquirement bubad besn bestowec
on him by Us.
We knew him well: We knew that he was worthy of
Prophethood, therefore We appointed him as such
According to Surah Al-Anaam, Ayat 124: Allah knows best
whom to entrust with His Mission. It contains a subtle
answer to the objection raisedoy the chiefs of the Quraish:
Why has Allah appointed this man the Prophet (peace be
upon him) to the office of Prophethood, whenhe is in no
way superior to us.This objection has been answered, as
to say. The same objection might even have been raisi
against Prophet Abraham (peace be upon him)by his
people, but We knew his capabilities. Therefore We select
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him for Prophethood.

In this connection, please also se&urah Al-Baqgarah, Ayats
124141, 258260 Surah Al-Anaam, Ayats 74-84. Surah At-
Tauba, Ayat 114 Surah Houd, Ayats 69-76. Surah
Iorahim, Ayats 3541. Surah Al-Hijr, Ayats 51-58 and
Surah An-Nahal, Ayats 120122 and the E.N thereof.
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52. When ~*he said | g a1, SR 0

to his father and his .
people: fi Wh aare & ®&L?® BEY ¥

these statues. Such, a @& 51 & .B-- gEm.fA
you, upon them are

M
devoted. 0 AP B

*54 Before proceeding further, it should be kept in mind
that the incident from the history of Prophet Abraham
(peace be upon him)has been cited here to refute th
erroneous creeds of the Quraish. This was meant to |
them hard for they were the descendants of Prophi
Abraham (peace be upon him)and were proud of their
relationship with him. It was he who had built the Kéah
which had become the center of thentire Arabia and they,
being its keepers, were its most important clan. Therefore
theé( could_not remain indifferent to this answer.
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53. They said: i Wt @Zl--aA%t@qZ ﬂ@eE: W@W

found our fathers
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t hem. O
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54.Hesaid:A | nd B B | e e S
you have beenyou K EA I-Cg-% e RWW@

and your fathers, in A~ 3FE "N
mani f est BI@~ S b

55.Theysaid:iHa B, . M B
you brought us the | dpNGR V- IR A

* A
trut h, or are you50f 5 MB G % <
t hose wh

*55 The literal translation will be: Are you presenting the
truth before us, or just playing with us? They were so sure
of the truth of their creed that they could never imagine
that anyone_could be serious in dgclaring It to ge fal%?.
=55
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56. He said: N Bt B A e
your Lord is the ##LN@A%SLC

Lord of the heavens . g wa, 3

Nk E B2

and the earth, He E Bp@ Ba1*
o AA

who created them. B @ /2F ¥Flgz<®

And | am, to that, r

among those who By % 117 3

testify. o

57.7 Anby Allah, I 5 s E/(ﬂ@~@ef|7icli 2

certainly haveaplan B
against your idols B& X §ﬁ483§

f h B
after that you are :Iﬁa mieh |- k-

gone away turning
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your b&dck: *56 A(‘

*56 That Is, if you do not understard this by argument, |
will present a practical proof that these idols are helples
and have no powers. Therefore, it is vong to make them
your deities.
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58. So he reduceq =~ HAA BEESY 27 I TR
them into pieces, >’ K HEE % 3; ¥z W %W
except the biggest of B el w57 | G @

them, that perhaps [é £ * m M
they, to it, might “®A~go i el Sige
turn. 8

*57 This was that practical proof. In the absence of th
priests and attendants, Prophet Abraham(peace be upor
him) entered their central Temple and broke all the idols tc
pieces.
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*58 The pronoun in the original text may be translated into
it or him. In the former case, it will refer to the chief idol
and in the latter to Prophet Abraham (peace be upon him)

In the first case, it will imply a subtle sarcasm in order tc
make them realize that their creed of idol worship was
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foolish, for obviously the chief idol could not break the
minor idols. In the second case, it will refer to Prophe
Abraham (peace be upon him) who thought that they
might turn to him about the incident and he might get ar
opportunity to have a frank talk with them about their
absurd creed.
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59. They said: &= Pt %Ezée
A Wh o e has done "
this to our gods. :ﬁ%a BC @K Nd.
Indeed, he isof the . -
wrongdoer a"e@—iél3
60. They said: i We a"\%(al ﬁiﬂ_ep‘!a é

have hearda young
man mentioning of
them, he is called
Abraham. o
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61. Theysaid:A T h
bring him before the
eyes of the peopl
that they may
testi’fy. o
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*59 This was exactly what Prophet Abraham (peace @
upon him) expected to happen. He wished that the matte
should not remain confined to the priests and the attendant
but the common people also should be present there
witness that their deities were helpless and their pries
were deluding them about their powers. The priest
committed the same folly as was later committed b
Pharaoh when he arranged an encounter between Proph
Moses(peace be upon himand the magicians in the open it
front of the multitudes of the common people, and thi
former got an opportunity to show publicly the miracle of
the staff which shattered the illusory, magical tricks of the
magi(:iansB B
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62. They said:fi | s g wik Jpe B.&
you who has done Ba 6em .
this to our gods, O | P32 BCHK Ndg2|

Abraham. o IJQ'KK
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63. He said: i Bl e} Q-N_g’u‘y 3 s

Lhis htas fdont?\ it, Ea;\'?;ai- . m}q %ﬁsﬁw
iggest o em, A " A ~ g - ;

this one. So ask % o NG @Wl}?
them, if they can B 4% M Y )

speaR. o *60 aled;@pﬁ

*60 The very sentencefi S ask them, if they can speag, is a
clear proof that it was not a lie when Prophet Abrahan
(peace be upon him)said: iBut this has doneit, biggest of
them, this oned What he intended by this was to make ther
realize and confess that their idols were helpless becal
they could do nothing to protect themselvesaand could not
even speak. It is clear that when a person poses an unri
guestion for the sake of argument in order to bring home
the fact that the position taken by the other party is
untenable, it cannot be considered as a lie; firstly, becau
the speaker himself never intended it to be a lie, ar
secondly, because the addressees also knew that it was n
lie.

The foregoing remarks havebeen necessitated because o
tradition that Prophet Abraham (peace be upon him) tolc
three liesin his life, of which one is the above mentione
evert. The second lias contained inSUrah As-Saffaat, Ayat
89: | am indisposed, and the third lie is not contained in th
Quran but in the Bible that he declared his wife to be hi
sister. (Gen. 12:12,1318;19). It is a pity that this tradition
has given rise to two divergent opinions. The orthodo
traditionalists actually believe that Prophet Abraham tld
these lies just because an authentic traditiosays so. The)
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do not consider that t is far better to discard the tradition
according to which a Prophet isaccused of being a liarOn
the other hand, those who are against theraditions, discard
all of them just because this solitary tradition, which ha:
been reported as authentic by Bukhari and Muslim, i
unreliable on the very face of it. Obviously it needs n
elaborate arguments to prove that all the traditions canno
be discarded just because one or a few of them a
unreliable. As regards the upholders of the first opinion
they have gone to the other extreme and think that

tradition can be discarded in spite of the authenticity of its
reporters for cogent reasons. They do this without referenc
to the contents of the tradition itself. But if the text of the
tradition itself clearly shows that such a thing could no
have been said by the Prophefpeace be upon him)there is
no reason to insist that it should be accepted as authen
merely because its reporters are authentic.

This, tradition is unreliable for other reasons also. As ha
already been shown, the first ligs no lie at all. As regards
the second lieAill am indisposed; it cannot be considered a:
a lie unless it is proved beyond doubt that Prophe
Abraham (peace be upon himywas perfectly healthy at that
time, and the text does not tesly this. As regards the third
lie, the event stated in the Bible in chapter 12 of Genesis
absurd on the face of it. When Prophet Abrahan(peace be
upon him) went to Egypt with his wife Sarah, he was
according to the Bible itself, 75 years old and his wife wz
65. Therefore the very age of Sarah is a clegroof that she
could not be afair woman to look upon to force Prophet
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Abraham (peace be upon him)to pose that she was hi
sister in order to save his life. The tradition undel
discussion, which accuses Prophet Abraham toe guilty of
telling a lie, has accordingly no basis at all and cannot &
taken as relﬁble In spite of its authentic reporters
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64. So they turned 1':]" .t E@A@%m

to themselves, then

said:fil nde ei |5Ad|m| y@zée

IS you, are the
wrongdoer : A

65.  Then were a'«A”MI apya |1z
tuned upside down B

their minds, ! ~fA| ﬁ& X
Nl ndeadnpow,

they speal -8 M-

*61 Literally the original text means: They were turned
down wupon their heads. Some commentatos have
Interpreted it to mean: They hung down their heads with
shame But this does not fit in the context and the wording
of the text. The right interpretation would be: When they
considered the answer of Prophet Abrahanfpeace be upor
him), they realized that they themselves were in the wron
because they had set up helpless idols as deities, which cc
not even speak a word as to who had broken them. But so
after this, they were overpowered by obduracy ani
ignorance which perverted their minds and they gain
relapsed into crookedness
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66.He said:n D o
then worship other
than Allah those
which do not benefit
you at all, nor harm
you. o
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B
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B
~APanT R b
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67. A F iupon you
and to what you
worship other than

e R wgery y

B B .
{lgl-*‘i:ﬁﬁ‘“ A€

Allah. Have vyou

t hen no s .@8/
ABur nandhep g PO S "
your gods, if you |. § ehBCHRYEEy"

willbed oi ng.

maé‘

69. We said: O fire,
becoolnessndpeace

upon Abraham. “©?

/ akdb a aAthe
NG BE R

*62 Though this Iis one of those miracles which have bei
clearly stated in the Quran, there are people who try tc
prove that there was no such miracle at all. According t
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this passage Ayats 68-70), Prophet Abraham (peace be
upon him) was actually threatened to be burnt alive and h
was accordingly thrown into the burning fire, but Allah
ordered the fire to become cool and harmless for him. |
the face of the clear words of the Quan, these people den
this miracle because according to them it is impossible ev
for Allah to go beyond the routine of the physical laws
They say that miracles cannot appeal to the rationalists ¢
the modern age, and therefore these should be interprete
In accordance with physical laws. They drget that
according to the Quran, Allah is able to do everything, anc
He does extraordinary and unusual things which cannot b
explained by science Therefore they should accept the
Quran as it is or discard it, but they shoull not twist it to
suit thelr so called rationalism.
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70.An they intended A A
for him an evil, so ¥ 2B %£E E,l

B M
We made them the @ ﬂ@‘%‘glﬁ T G

worst losers.

71.And Wedelivered 7 acefykj ,%6\
him and Lot to the .
land, 3 that upon OT& ET @% !

which  We  had Bé@—ﬁh EAW'V»"Vg
bestoweddlessingfor

N *64 ‘ fliee
the worlds. ©* - #;)a L

*63 According to the Bible, Prophet Abraham (peace be
upon him) had two brothers, Nahor and Haran; Prophet
Lot was the son of Haran (Gen. 11:26), and he was the or
person to believe in Prophet Abraham(peace be upon him)
(Surah AI-AnkaQq\tn Ayat 26). A
76 AATAIC/GS> OBt UGRIE | BR% d wing B 0% 63

@ | B 1§ - @6 i F wo g i ‘e G Bt
@B Ty iy & e o goeAIr| BIaA), Tk 8 = BN

N[0 qufgbﬁ »a  pALETA"
*64 The blessed landrefers to Syria and Palestine, whict
contains both material and spiritual blessings. It is one c
the most fertile regions in the world Moreover, it was

blessed for two thousand years with more Prophets tha
any other region gf the world.
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72.And_Webestowed /@Ba 1’1@4@( ﬁm

upon him Isaac, and

Jacob in addition. U R&vHaz '"& ﬁ% mhw
%

65
And all We made A
righteous. AYET ﬂ(@ﬁﬁ

*65 That is, We made his sona Prophet and his grandsor

too. B
NREIle & - e Ades B35

73. And We made Euge €2 it Sigh

them leaders. They '8K BB _ .
guided by command * ¢ "Af&”a %D Hy
from Us, and We ffé‘ v
iInspired to them to A .
do good deeds,and |I}§1ﬁ‘ Pekay §

to establish prayers, B Y
and to give charity. 7 @FEI £iC %

And they were |a g}Az;'ep/o,Q"dJ Ndz
worshippers of Us.
*66

*66 This important event of the life of Prophet Abraham
(peace be upon himhas found no mention whatever in the
Bible. In fact nothing about his life in Iraq, his conflict with
Nimrod, his father and the community at large, his efforts
to eradicate idolatry, the incident of his being cast into thi
fire, which ultimately led to his forced exile from the
country, iIs mentioned anywhere in the Bible. The Bibl
merely mentions his migration, and that too, in a manner a
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If a family was migrating from one country to another in
search of livelihood. There is another interesng difference
between the Quan and the Bible. According to the Quman,
the father of Abraham, who was a mushrik, was foremost i
tyrannizing over his son, but the Bible gives a diffenat
account, which is as follows.

Now these are the generations of Terah: Terah beg
Abram, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran begat Lot. And
Haran died before his father Terah In the land of his
nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees. And Abram and Nahor tod
t hem wi ves: t h es wife avaseSarai;fand Ahk
name of NahoiG wife, Milcah the daughter of Haran, the
father of Milcah, and the father of Iscah. But Sarai was
barren; she hadno child. And Terah took Abram his son,
and Lot the son ofHar an hs s®n, and ®arai hi
daughter in law, his son Abrants wife; and they went forth
with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the land o
Canaan,; and they came unto Haran, and settled there. An
the days of Terah were two hundred and five yaa: and
Terah died in Haran. (Gen. 11:2%32).

Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy
country, and from thy kindred, and from thy fatherGs
house, unto a land that | will shew theeAnd | will make of
thee a great nation, and | will bless thee, and make tr
name great; and thou shalt be a blessincgAnd 1 will bless
them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee and
thee shall all families of the earth be blessedGen. 12: 13).

The Talmud, however, gives quite a few details about tr
life of Prophet Abraham (peace be upon him)about the
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period of his stay inlraq, which are generaly the same as
given in the Quran, but there is a glaring discrepancy ir
some of the important events. In fact, one can clearly fe
that the account given in the Talmud is full of
heterogeneous and hypothetical thingsvhile the one giver
In the Quran is most clear and contains nothing unworth
of Prophet Abraham (peace be upon him)We reproduce
below the account as given in the Talmud so that the read
may know the difference between the Quranic and Jewis
versions. This will also remove the misunderstandingf
those who think that the Quran has borrowed stories from
the Bible or Jewish literature.

According to the Talmud: The wise men saw a large star |
the sky on the night Abram was born and they advise
Nimrod to kill the child born in the house of Terah. The
King decided to kill the child but Terah hid his child and
had a servants son killed in exchange. Terah thereupon hi
his wife and child in a cave where they lived for ten year:
In the 11th year Abram was taken by Terah to Noah, wher:
he lived under the guidance of Noah and his son Shem f
39 years. During the same period Abram married his niec
Sarai, who was 42 years his junior. (The Bible does n
mention that Sarai was the niece of Abram; moreover, th
difference in their ages is mentioned as ten years). (Gen.
29, 17: 17).

The Talmud then says Abram left Noah at the age of 5(
and came back to his father. Here he found that his fathe
was an idolatry and had twelve idols in the house accordir
to the twelve months of the year. He tried to preach to hi

b3 3 5 b 3 50 56 0 3 58 0 0 3 8 b 0 3 3 b 0 3 b ob 0 36 s o o b s 5 0 b b 3 0 0 b b b 5 56 06 06 06 58 3 b 3 0 5 06 06 b b b b 0 b 0 0 3

Y Y P Y Y P 9 e Y Y i e s e e e Y o P e e o A e e o P e e e e v e e s i s e e e sl i o A vl o A e e



Y Y Y Y Y e e e e e e e e e e e e e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o

X X X X o X 2 X 2 X X 2 X 2 X X Yo X 50 X 2 X X 5 X 2 X X e X 2 X 2 X X 50 X 2 0 X0 2 0 X 26 50 X 5 5 X 2 5 X0 X0 5 X X0 5 X0 X0 0 X X0 0

father against idolatry but when the latter did not listen to
him, Abram one day broke all the idols in the house. Seeir
this Terah went straight to Nimrod and complained that the
son who was born in his house 50 years ago had misbeha'
and broken the idols. He wanted the Kings verdict on this.
Nimrod summoned Abram for interrogation, but the replies
given by Abram were straight, terse and clear. Nimrod ser
him to jail and then referred the matter to the council for a
decision. Thecouncil decided that Abram should be burnt
to death. A fire was accordingly prepared and Abram wa:
cast into it. His brother and father-in-law Haran was alsc
similarly cast into the fire. Haran was punished becaus
Nimrod enquired of Terah as to why he had another chilc
killed in place of Abram when he wanted to kill Abram on
the day of his birth. Terah replied that this was done at the
Instigation of Haran. Nimrod accordingly let off Terah but
threw Haran into the fire along with Abram. Haran was
burnt to death instantly but people saw that Abram was
walking unhurt through the flames. When Nimrod was
Informed of it, he withessed it wih his own eyes and criec
out: O man of the God of Heaven, come oudf the fire and
stand before me Thereupon, Abram came otiand Nimrod
became one of hisbelievers and gave him many costl
presents. After this, according to the Talmud, Abram
stayed in Iraq for two more years when Nimrod saw &
dreadful dream and the astrologers told him that the
destruction of his empirewould come through Abram and
that he should, therefore, put him to death. Nimrod sen
people to kill Abram but Abram came to know of the ploi
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before hand through Eleazar, a slave presented to him b
Nimrod himself. Abram accordingly fled and took refuge
with Noah where Terah also met him off and on secretly
The father and the son at last decided to leave the count
and Noah and his son Shem also approved of their pla
Accordingly, Terah along with his son Abram and his
grandson Lot and his grandlaughter and sorts wife Saral,
left Ur and went to Haran. (H. Polano: The Talmud
Selections, London, pp. 3&2).

Can a reasonable person after reading this account of tt
Talmud ever imagine that this could be a source book fc
the story as givep in th Qgan?
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74. And Lot, We a pa" uiketx w7 | ik GHE N
gave him judgment Zﬂt bt( a‘% ’ﬁj%g
and knowledge, ° J,% i@ I°C" T/ Bei W
and We saved him } A w

from the city which & B oqfs e & 5 oA 75 3

o 5 n
was committing E
abominations y BB @K &V

Indeed, they werea B0 A >|>3
people wicked, ' Side
disobedient.

*67 The original Arabic word hukm is very comprehensive
It means judgment, wisdom and discrabn, and authority
from Allah. llm stands for the revealed knowledge of th
truth. Thus, We bestowed hukm andilm on Lot. We
appointed Lot as a Prophet (For the story of Lot, seeSurah
Al-Aaraf, Ayats 80-84; Suran Younus, Ayats70-83; Surah
Al-Hijr, Ayats éS? -74 andAthe E.N there o)
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75.And Weadmitted - a3 sk gr{ A,

him into Our mercy. | A B @ G o Mﬁlﬁ‘m
Indeed, he was of ¥ ¥ £ -@r
the righteous. ~@ alisa

76. And Noah, a?’}’z 3R @ *ﬁ? ‘@Q@ymm

when he called upon

MA BB N
before, %8 so We |KeHo? & 1°° B ¢ Rﬁ%@(
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acceptedhis prayer. | Ruq o %A Bn a‘A1
Then We delivered > s *
him and his | T WgLjd A B ygEIR a Bt
household from the .
great affliction. "©° 7 A

*68 This refers to Prophet Noalts (peace be upon him
prayer which he at last made after having tried his utmos
to reform his people: Lord, help me for | have beer
overpowered (Surah Al-Qamar, Ayat 10), andLord, do not
leave even aiagle disbeliever on the earth.(Surah Nooh,
Ayat 26).
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*69 NGreata f f | | noay eitleenrefer to living a miserable
life among the wicked people, or to thélood. (For the story
of Prophet Noah, seeésurah Al-Aaraf, Ayats: 59-64; Surah

Younus, Ayats72-74; Surah Houd, Ayats 2548, and Surah
Al-Isra, Ayat 3 and the E.Ns there(H)

Mlﬁ’fﬂgu 3 e NN F"ﬁ o 60
0% gn “@Y1 BH gy 1" e e @ 6o 4 foome @yl %o )
-)om%ta %mu@moé

77. And We gave A
o Rehk -
him victory over the = '@t E"’h&

B B
people, those Who | j p4e» a" sgp 58
denied Our palat;
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drowned them, all
together. A
78. And David and | & - .

EER QA [ CI
Solomon, when they o lé f
judged regardingthe | 4" @g--%qz a np .
field, when at night _
pastured in it the EB%EV"%’"@ 3

them, We gave
judgment and
knowledge. ”° And
We subjected along
with  David the
mountains to praise,
and the birds. !
And We werethe
doers.

sheep of certain Ap . B
people And Wewere, |~ gogad|i | B
to their judgment, AE
witnesses.

79. And We gave g pcfa’ i <A §
understanding of it A'&A R ELA T
to Solomon. And to |2 yiteiax A"U&I;E‘
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*70 There is no mention of this event in the Biblenor in the
Jewish literature. According to the Muslim commentators,
it happened like this: The goats of one person entered in
the field of another person at night. The latter brought his
complaint to Prophet David who decided that the straye
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goats should be given to the owner of the field. Proph
Solomon, however, differed with this and opined that the
goats should remain with the owner of the field up to th
time that the former tilled and prepared the field as before
In regard to this Allah says We led Solomon to the right
decision As regards the legal aspect of the matterwe
cannot say with certainty what is the Islamic law in such |
case nor is there anytradition of the Prophet (peace be
upon him) to explain or support it. That is why the jurists
have differed about it.

It should, however, be noted that in this context, th:
Incident has been cited to show that the Prophets were aft
all human beings in spite of their God given powers an
abilities. In this case, Prophet David committed an error o
judgment because he was not guided by Allah as w
Prophet Solomon, though both of them were Prophets. |
the succeeding passage the wonderful powers of both he
been mentoned to show that they were Godjiven and did
not make anyone a god.

Incidentally, we learn from this verse that if two judges give
different decisions about one and the same case, both
them will be regarded as righteous, though the decision
only one of them will be correct, provided that both are
duly qualified for sitting in judgment on the case. The
Prophet (peace be upon himhas stated the same principl
more elaborately. In atradition of Bukhari, he is reported
by Amar bin Aas to have said If a judge does his very bes
to arrive at the right decision, he will get a double reward ir
case of a right judgment and a single eward if his
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judgment is wrong. According to another tradition, cited by
Abu Daud and Ibn Majah, on the authority of Buraidah, he
IS reported to have said Judges are of three kinds and onl
one of them will go to Paradise: the one who recognizes t
truth and decides according to it. On the other hand, thi
one who recognizes theéruth but gives his decision agains
it, will go to Hell, and he too, who sits in judgment on a cas
without the necessa/ knowledge (and competence
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*71 From the wording of the text, it is clear that the
mountains and the birds were subjected to joinProphet
David (peace be upon him)with him in glorifying Allah.
This Is also supported bySurah Suad, Ayat 19:We had
subdued the mountains by Ourcommand so that they
praised Us with him (David) in the morning and evening
and the birds too, which gathered together ad repeated
Our praise with him. And, according to Surah Saba, Ayat

10: We commanded the mountains to repeat Our prais
with him and also the birds to do the sameWe are of the
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opinion that it means this: When Prophet David (peace be
upon him) sang hymns of Allalts praise and glory, in his
rich and sweet voice, the mountains echoed back
melodies and the birds gathered round him andhe whole
scene became charmingOur interpretation is supported by
this tradition .

Once when Abu Musa Ahari, who had an extremely swee
voice, was reciting theQuran, the Prophet(peace be upor
him) who was passing by, stood and listened to him for
long time. When he finished the recital, the Prophe{peace
be upon him) remarked: This man has been granted
portion gf the melody of Davi

d.
Arb& g = Uamped € - BQZﬁAﬂﬁa M@a Bl 71
& a*m%/om‘\meﬁﬁ"@\ té’s?»'v*tr%aeﬁféﬂ 4 MZ%

@rﬁ é%hﬁ“ % & ﬁ@%ﬂ/&%@ a%"lﬁ"A*mE B E |
oK (B> @”"wwz ac©‘m/c:[&@w1p» a® & liﬁ:[Y@J a ¢
qua| i@ B 3?77@3 @5&3 [1@0% "AL,Bkaq&BLY gca»a |§
Ae> | Biv GRIAKGS >/ Tos NzigeaNE A0 g Ame i offy ¢
EER @2 ﬁy &/ﬁ% K 6% .1¢@wc1'i< e dtay &0
y ¢83 104 feof & &3 %qmmmam s s 1 9hA

A 36

Y ¥ v Y Hr e e i Y e e Y e e e e e P e e o A e e o P e e i e e e e e i sl e e e sl e e A ol o A e i e

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%*%*%%%%%
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%




Fr v e e e A e e e e o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o e e o

80. And We taught £ Re’ yt; /
him the art of the Y AL

coats of armor for &%K /;E © B/
you to protect youin

. B BM
your fighting. 72 "° ~@&& & A% e

Will you then be| .73 . ot o
grateful. "’ AR i 2

*72 According to Surah Saba, Ayats 1011, it was like this:
And We made the iron sof for him (and commanded him):
Make coats of mail complete in every way, andreange the
plates properly. This shows that Allah had made Prophe
David an expert in the use of iron, and had especially taug|
him the art of an armorer for defense purposes. This fact i
confirmed by archaeological and historical researchedpor
according to these the iromage in the world started betweer
1200 and 1000 BC and this was precisely the period
Prophet David. At first the Hittites in Syria and Asia
Minor, who flourished between 2000 and 1200 BC(
discovered a method of melting and molding iron, but the:
guarded it as a close secret from the world, and it could n¢
be put to common use. Later on, the Philistines came
know of it, but they too guarded it as a secret. The incessa
defeats suffered by the Israelites at the hands of the Hittite
and the Philistines before King Saul, were due mainly to th
use of chariots of iron in their wars by the latter. (Joshua
17:16; Judges, 1: 19, 4:-3). In 1020 BC when Saul becam
ruler over the Israelites by AllahGs command, he subduec
the Canaanites and recaptured most of Palestine. After hit
Prophet David (1004965 BC) not only annexed the whole ¢
Palestine and Jordan to the Israeli kingdom but a majol
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portion of Syria as well. This was the time when the secr:
of armor making closely guarded by the Hittites and the
Philistines, became well known and cheaper articles of dali
use began to be made. The recent archaeologi
excavations conducted in Edom, to the south of Palestir
which is rich in iron ore, have brought to light furnaces for
melting and molding iron. The furnace excavated nea
Ezion-geber, a port on the Gulf ofAgabah, in the time of
Prophet Solomon, seems to have been built on the principl
which are used in the modern blast furnaces. It is therefor
natural that Prophet David must have first of all utilized
this discovery for war purposes, because a little earlier th
hostile Canaanites around his kingdom had made life reall
difficult for his people. The Bible also says that Prophe
David was an expert in the art of melting and using iron fol
war purposes. (See Joshua, 17: 16; Judges 219 and B)2
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*73 For further details about Prophet David, please se

Surah Al-Bagarah, Ayat 251 andSura Al-Isra, Ayat 55 and
the E.Ns thereof.
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81.And for Solomon ABM o .
It ar 4 /
(We subjected) the )% lé

B
raging wind, which |{8ﬂel3 "v»"aﬁﬂgﬁ@t

blew at his command
towards the land, ""&}OTE - fJ5f 3™

We had bestowec A L BN
blessing whereupon. INC=@nh B v

*74 Y . Qi
And_ We are, of a)\ E@E:/I-l gﬂ%g aiee

everything, All

Knower.

*74 This is also explained inSurah Saba, Ayat 12:And for
Solomon We had subjected the wind which covered
month& journey in the mornming and a montld s | o u
the evening and in Surah Suad, Ayat 36:S50 We subjectec
the wind to him. It blew softly at his bidding wherever he
wanted it to blow. Thus it is clear that the wind was sc
subjected to Prophet Solomon that the voyages to places
one monthds sea journey could be performed convenientl
because a favorable wind was always blowing for his shi
to and from those places.
It Is confirmed by the Bible that Prophet Solomon hac
developa sea trade on a large scalel Kings, 10: 22). On
the one side, his trade ships sailed from Eziegeber,
through the Red Sea, towards Yaman and other souther
and eastern lands, and on the other, his naval fleet calle
Thar-shish, sailed on the Mediterranean to the wester
countries. The great furnace which he had built at Ezion
geber for melting and molding ores extracted from the
copper and iron mines in the Arabah in Edom, has beer
confirmed by modem archaeological researches as we
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This molten iron and copper was used in building ship
besides leing put to other uses. The Quan refers to this
when it says: Avd We made a fountain of molten coppeto
flow for him (Solomon). (Surah Saba, Ayatl2).
As regards to the subjection of the wind, it may mean tha
Allah, by His special favor, had so arranged that the wind
and sea voyages in those days depended entirely on wi
was always favorable for Prophet Solomots fleet. But if we
take the literal meaning of \erse 81:. t blew at his
command, there will be no harm, for Allah is able to give
such powers to any of His servants Hl\e/| pleases. ﬁm
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82.And of the devils| g >a &g s/
were those who

dived for him, and g Ak s g
carried out other B B._
jobs besides that. 3B" @K® x¥ 2 %

And We were, over | ... A i B
+ =~ ) 1 »
them, guardian. "> )‘AQ@( | e

*75 The subjection of satanshas been explained inSurah
Saba, Ayats12-13. Incidentally, these verses of the Quan
clearly show that the satans and jinns who worked fo
Prophet Solomon belonged to quite a different genus frol
human beings. Therefore it is wrong to pervert the Quran
to prove that they were human beingsas some modernis
commentators have tried to do. It is obwus from the
wording of the Quran and the context in which the story o
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the jinns has been related, that they were not human being
Had they been so this would have been no special favor
Solomon, because human beings had already built ti
gigantic monuments like the pyramlds of Eg
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83. And Job, °  swrpqa ' 4 |
when he calledto his ¥R G

Lord: A ndﬁ&vyﬁ E:: "aA%

adversity has B B %
afflicted me, and 20T RECT 3

You are the Most AL
Merciful of those I 9% %0TGA

A
wh o ar e r *77 : >
o AEB & %

*76 There is a wide divergence of opinion concerning th
personality, period and nationality of Prophet Job. Somx
commentators opine that he was an lIsraelite, while othei
think that he was an Egyptian or an Arab who lived before
Prophet Moses, or during the time of Prophets David an
Solomon (peace be upon them all)As all these conjecture:
are based on the Book of Job, which is setfontradictory
and against the Quan. Nothing can be said about him with
certainty, but in the light of the Book of Isaiah (8th century
BC) and the Book of Ezekiel (6th century BC), which are
more trustworthy works, he lived in the 9th century BC or
even earlier. As regardsto his nationality, the context in
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which his name occurs inSurah An-Nisa, Ayat 163 and
Surah Al-Anaam, Ayat 84, it may be assumed that he we
an Israelite. According to a saying of Wahb bin Munabbih.
he might have been from the offspring of Esau, a son
PA(ophet |saac.
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*77 The words of the prayer are noteworthy. Prophet Job
mentions his distress but does not say athyng more to his
Lord except: You are the most Merciful. This is a great
proof of his fortltude noble and contented nature.
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84. So We accepte( g &sy aA%t@gvf? ﬂz]
his prayer, then We '

B o a1 A re '.*Jv."z
removed what was "8y a B I, | . e e
on him, of the . !iA M A Uwﬁ&\%ﬁ

adversity. 78 And { ¥R 2" e M “ . =
We gave him his '53%«6‘"[@26@9" 2 C Q@ﬁﬁ%@
household and the ' 4A. AN v 2
like thereof along | €8I Moo y\iﬁg\M
with them, a mercy A /

from Us, and a a2 By& 50,k T @F alide
reminder for the .

worshippers. ’® " ¥

*78 How his disease was cured has been explainedSarah
Suad, Ayat 42: Stamp the ground with your foot: here is
cool water for you to wash with and to drink. From this it
appears that no sooner did he stamp the ground than
spring gushed forth. He took bath and drank the water anc
was cured of his disease. The nature of the treatment hin
that he was suffering from a skin disease. This ioafirmed
by the Bible as well.Satan smote Job with sore boils fron
the sob of his foot unto his crowngob 2:7).
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*79 It will be worth while to compare the high character o
Prophet Job as given in the Quan with that in the Book of
Job in the Bible. The Quman presents him as a veritable
picture of patience and fortitude and anexcellent model for
the worshippers of Allah, but his general picture presentei
In the Book of Job is that of a man who isull of grievance
against God: Let the day perish wherein | was born, anc
the night in which it was said, There is a man child
conceived.Let them curse (thenight) that curse the day.
Because it shut not the doors of my mothé& womb, nor did
sorrow from mine eyes Why died | not from the womb?
(Chapter 3). Oh that my grief were thoroughly weighed,
and my calamity laid in the balance togetherthe arrows of
the Almighty are within me, the poison whereof drinketh up
my spirit: the terrors of God do set themselves in array
against me. (Chapter 6)l have sinned; what shall | do unto
thee, O thou preserver of men? Why hast thou set me as
mark against thee, so that | am a burden to myself? An
why dost thou not pardon my transgressions, and take awe
my iniquity? (Chapter 7: 20-21).
His three friends try to console him and counsel patienc
but in vain. He says My soul is weary of my life. | will
speaak in the bitterness of my soul (10:1)l have heard many
such things: mserable comforters are ye all(16:2). So these
three men ceased to answer JobThen was kindled the

X X X X o X 2 X 2 X X 2 X 2 X X o X 20 X 2 Yo X 5 X 2 X X e X 2 X 2 X X 5 X 2 0 X 2 50 X 2 5 X X 5 X X 5 X X0 5 X X0 56 X0 X 50 X X0 00
b5 3 5 b 3 50 3 b 3 b 0 0 36 3 b 0 3 b b 0 3 5 b 0 36 b 3 0 b s 3 o b 3 3 0 0 08 38 b b 0 o 06 0 b 3 b 3 5 ob 0 0 b 36 b b b b 0 0 0 0

Y Y P Y Y P 9 e Y Y i e s e e e Y o P e e o A e e o P e e e e v e e s i s e e e sl i o A vl o A e e



Fr v e e e A e e e e o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o e e o

wrath of Elihu against Job, because he justified himsel
rather than God." (32:1-3), but he also failed to consol
him. Then the Lord himself came down and condemned th
three friends and Elihu and rebuked Job and then forgawv
him, accepted him and blessed him(Chapters 41, 42). It
should be noted that in the first two chapters of this Book
Prophet Job is presented as a perfect and upright man wr
feared God, but in the following chapters he becomes ¢
embodiment of grievance against God, as though ti
estimate of Satan about him was correct and that of Go
iIncorrect. Thus this Book itself is a clear evidence that it i
neither the word of God nor of Prophet Job but had been
written afterwards by some literary man and incorporated
In the Bible as a scripture.
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85. And Ishmael, 8 " ny =
and Idris, ®Y and 7Q:hE'B e Eﬂmm
Dhul Kifl. 8% Al Bﬁﬁx» R&Y 'ﬁ- Mﬁ%

were among the .
patients. & 6 q

*80 For explanation, see Surah Maryam % N. 33.
NiRbE) s ae Aar £ e s @5 50

*81 Zul-Kifl is not the name but the title of a righteous man,
which literally means a man of luck Here it does not refer
to worldly prosperity but to his high character and ranks in
the Hereafter. He has also been mentioned by this title

Surah Suad, Ayat48. There are different opinions about hi
identity and nationality. Some have regarded him a
Zacharias (but this is not correct because Zacharias he
been mentioned separately in erse 89). Others saythat he
was Elias, or Joshua, son of Nun, or Elisha, but this again
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Incorrect, because in Surah 8ad, Ayat 49 Elisha and Zul-
Kifl have been mentioned as separate personalitieSome
others say that he was Prophet Jas son, named Bishr, wh
succeeded him as Prophet.

Allamah Alusi says The Jews claim that he was Ezekie
who was appointed to Prophethood during the captivity
(597 BC) of the Israelites and he performed his mission in
habitation by the side of the Chebar caal.

These conflicting opinions indeed confirm nothing. The
modern commentators, however, are inclined to believe th:
he was Ezekiel, though there is no convincing argume
about it. This opinion is sound becausdis description in
this versethat he was a patient and righeous man and wa:
blessed by Godis fully confirmed by the Book of Ezekiel.
He was one of those people who had been taken prisoner
Nebuchadnezzer at the downfall of Jerusalem, who settle
the Israeli exiles at Telabib by the river Chebar in Iraq.
Here, in 594 BC, Ezekiel was raised to Prophethood whe
he was hardly 30, and he continued preaching the messe
of God to the exiled Israelites as well as to the iniquitot
people and rulers of Jerusalem for full 22 years. In the 9t
year of his mssion, his wife whom he called the desire of h
eyesdied, but when the people came to mourn her death, I
warned them of the wrath of God and the impending
disaster. (Chapter 24:15-21). The Book of the Prophe
Ezekiel in the Bible is one of those scriptures which gear
to be genuine and diynely inspired
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86. And Weadmitted
theminto Our mercy.

Indeed, they were a@ﬁhg>? d'@_@

amongtherighteous.

87. And man of the ECﬁR @82 T 7

fish, ®“when he went

off in anger, ®° then - % ﬁ"éﬁé‘?’ i | A o K,
hethoughtthat never . [ﬁ , ﬁ %MM
do We have power 7 3NIN-£ ;o= ol W
over him. ®* Then gae @aA " 84 wpﬁ/ﬂ
| BAHEE 3" NFE

he called out in the = N7 - W
darkness, ©° that: , f 3;:& a0~ @ @‘WM
nTher e god . B | . ~ g
except You. Be You Y B N STk i é”@M@

glorified. Indeed, | . B
am of the A EBITIOB §- &

wrongdoer

*82 That is, Jonah literally Dhun-Nun means the man o
the fish. He was called so because he was devoured by a-
by the command of Allah. (Also SeéSurah As-Saffaat, Ayat
142 andSurah Younus, Ayat 98 and its E.I8 9%100).
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*83 Prophet Jonah left his people before he received All&@hk
command for migration.

o Eog Pl o Eohee ég@,e&ﬁr@ 7o @%%83
et e o s

*84 He presumed that he should leave, the place which w
going to be visited by the scourge of Allah. This was not
itself an offence but it was an offence for a Prophet to leay
the place of hismission without the permission of Allah.

| ﬁf’g&'w %428 g, o T o e @ = S84
: ogl GIAEEIEo A AT R il B g 72
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*85A Dar k ntleeslarkmess in the belly of the fish and th
darkness of the sea over and above it.
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88. So We accepte( | e’ 1o B i i i (O34t
his prayer, and We B ¥ @zg ﬁ} m Rmm

A
delivered him from "N @l B g8 i o Aas
the anguish. And A®R~@§%%£~* JM@@QAM
s AL

thus do We deliver
those who believe. A

89. And Zachariah, @Zl--a"‘%gy@@ B (AR -
when he calledto his| = % Mm
Lord: A My L dor *&5GA s«

not leave me alone . B ﬁﬁ ﬁw
e orR42; 37

and You are the best

oft he i nhe w-@;g'c ﬁ]‘@ﬁm
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90. So We accepte( B pma yatert? B wvion i -k
i P B AR

his prayer and We

A
granted him John, Tﬁéf‘a",%‘ﬁb,(

and We cured for . A .
) " 'B an
him his wite, ‘o0 I BT g

Indeed, theyusedto gJ[A &y @’3\6

hastenin doing good
deeds,and they used "ﬁ'ﬁy é» 2

'ﬁi

to call on Us with

; N i» a p A - ~ .
hope and fear. And [@ZCﬂ Hig (0 @AR %a
they used tohumble K /mz» a %ﬂ /2

themselves before STy ga E é@ﬁl

Us *87

86 AnCured his wifeo: We CcAs
N Y oare the bestof the Inheritor s ol shall have no grief
even if You do not give me any child. (For further details,
please seeSurah Aal-Imran, Ayats 37-41 and Surah
Maryam, A\yats 2B14 and the E.N thereof)lﬁ

) Egel A NG BR6 AT 2 g2 G AN E M"glaeea mﬁ»@%
, g @ﬁ/}u/céﬂvc?MA"'w a%"lTa/ O AN AR
%3 tﬁrﬁ’?l T KB, TR 3091 /"}cﬁmoau ﬁéﬁl@ oY

A% @ﬁ% aaU% Fli
*87 It will be worth while to reiterate the reasons why the
stories of the Prophets have been cited in thiurah.
(1) The story of Prophet Zacharias has been cited |
Impress on the minds that all the Prophets were huma
beings and servants of Allah and had no tinge of Godhes
In them. They had no power to bestow children upon other
because they themselves had to pray to Allah for childre
Y ¥ v Y Hr e e i Y e e Y e e e e e P e e o A e e o P e e i e e e e e i sl e e e sl e e A ol o A e i e
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for themselves.

(2) The story of Prophet Jonah has been cited to show th
even a great Prophet like him did not go unnoticed when r
committed an error in regard to AllahG message. But whel
he repented, Allah, by His grace, delivered him alive fron
the belly of the fish.

(3) The mention of Prophet Job has been made to show tr
even Prophets were put to hard trials and afflictions anc
even they had to beg Allah to restore them to health, not 1
speak of curing others of diseases.

Along with these, the other important thing which is mean
to be impressed is that all the Prophets believed in tt
doctrine of Tauhid. That is why they begged and prayed t
One Allah alone to fulfill their needs and requirements
Though they met with trials, Allah helped them and
granted their prayers in supernatural and miraculous ways.
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91. And she (Mary) @ﬁﬁ Y%K H)f dz

who guarded her Bigs o &
chastity, ®® so we Y fz1% (?&”‘J i .
breathed into her = 0:"%@ 32" ]

through Our spirit, 90
%9 and We made /Bog By €2 o6

her and her son a |2{ YoBby ¢ @R
signfor peoples. ™" OMa |

*88 That is, Mary (peace be upon hey.

NGB{LE | % b ~ @288
*89 It should be noted that the incident of the birth of
Prophet Jesus (peace be uponirh) was not different from
that of Prophet Adam, because the wording of the Arabi
text in the two cases Is almost identical: (Seeurah Suad,
Ayats 71-72). Besides this in verse 9&lmost similar words
have beets used in regard to the birth of Jesus (peace
upon him). (See alsoSurah An-Nisa, Ayat |71 and Surah
At-Tahrim, Ayat 12). Allah Himself has stated that the
birth of Prophet Jesus (peace be uponiim) was just like the
birth of Prophet Adam: In the sight of Allah, the case of the
birth of Jesus is like that of Adam, whom Hecreated out of
dust and said, Be, and he wagSurah Aal-Imran, Ayat 59).
In the light of these verses, we may conclude thallah uses
words like: We breathed into him or her of Our spirit for
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