Y Y e e e e e e e o e o o o e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ok

@B &8 An-Namal

&1 Al $E0
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

Name

The Surah takes its name from the phrasevadin-nami
which occurs in verse 18, implying that it is a Surah i
which the story of An-Naml (the Ant) has been related.

Period ofRevéation
The subject matter and the style bear full resemblance wit
the Surahs of the middle Makkan period and this i
supported by traditions as well. According to Ibn Abbas
and Jabir bin Zaid, AFirst the Surah Ash-Shuara was sent
down, then the Surah ArNaml and then Al-Qasaso

Theme and Topics

The Surah consists of two discourses, the first from thi
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beginning of the Surah to the end of verse 58, and tl
second from verse 59 to the end of the Surah.

The theme of the first discourse is that only those peop
can benefit from the guidance of the Quran and becorr
worthy of the good promises made Iin it, who accept tF
realities which this Book presents as the basic realities
the universe, and then follow up their belief with obedienc
and submission in their practical lives as well. But thi
greatest hindrance for man to follow this way is the denic
of the Hereafter. For it makes him irresponsible, selfish an
given to worldly life, which in turn makes it impossible for
him to submit himself before God and to accept the more
restrictions on his lusts and desires. After this introductior
three types of character have been presented.

The first type is characterized by Pharaoh and the chiefs ¢
Thamud and the rebels of the people of Lot, who were &
heedless of the accountability of the Hereafter and he
consequently become the slaves of the world. These pec
did not believe even after seeing the miracles. Rather thi
turned against those who invited them to goodness ai
piety. They persisted in their evil ways which are held i
abhorrence by every sensible person. They did not heed t
admonition even untii a moment before they wer
overtaken by the scourge of Allah.

The second type of character is of the Prophet Solomc
(peace be upon him), who had been blessed by God w
wealth and kingdom and grandeur to an extent undreame
of by the chiefs of the disbelievers of Makkah. But, since |
regarded himself as answerable before God and had tl
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feeling that whatever he had was only due to Allals
bounty. He adopted the attitude of obedience before Hir
and there was no tinge of vanity in his character.

The third type is of the queen of Sheba, who ruled over
wealthy and well known people in the history of Arabia. Sh
possessed all those means of life, which could cause a pel
to become vain and conceited. Her wealth and possessit
far exceeded the wealth and possessions of the Qural
Then she professedhirk, which was not only an ancestra
way of life with her, but she had to follow it in order to
maintain her position as a ruler. Therefore, it was muct
more difficult for her to give up shirk and adopt the way of
Tauhid than it could be for a commonmushrik. But when
the truth became evident to her, nothing could stop he
from accepting it. Her deviation was, In fact, due to hei
being born and brought up in a polytheistic environment
and not because of her being a slave to her lusts and desit
Her conscience was not devoid of the sense of accountabi
before God.

In the second discourse, at the outset, attention has be
drawn to some of the most glaring and visible realities c
the universe, and the disbelievers of Makkah have be¢
asked one questio after the other to the effect Do these
realities testify to the creed ofshirk which you are following,
or to the truth of Tauhid to which the Quran invites you®
After this the real malady of the disbelievers has bee
pointed out, saying,nThe thing which has blinded them anc
made them insensitive to every glaring reality is their denie
of the Hereafter. This same thing has rendered every matte
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and affair of life non-serious for them. For, when accordinc
to them, everything has to become dust ultimately, and tfr
whole struggle of life is purposeless and without an obje
before it, the truth and falsehood are equal and alike
Therefore, the question whether oné system of life is base
on the right or wrong foundations, becomes meaningless f
him.o

But the discourse, as outlined above, is not meant
dissuade the Prophe{peace be upon himpand the Muslims
from calling the obdurate and heedless people to the way
Tauhid; it is, in fact, intended to arouse them from their
slumber. That Is why In Ayats 67-93 certain things have
been said repatedly in order to produce in people a sens
of the Hereafter, to warn them of the consequences of bei
heedless of it, and to convince them of its coining, like ¢
eye witness of something, who convinces the other persor
It, who has not seen it.

In conclusion, the real invitation of the Quran that is, the
Invitation to serve One Allah alone, has been presented in
concise but forceful manner, and the people are warne
that accepting it would be to their own advantage ani
rejecting it to their own disadvantage. For, if they deferrec
their faith until they saw those signs of God after the
appearance of which they would be left with no choice bt
to believe and submit, they should bear in mind the fac
that that would be the time of judgment and believing ther

would be of no avall. A
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In thenameof Allah, Aid TR dge 0:

Most Gracious, .

Most Merciful. A% Bq@OEAA
1. Ta. Seen. These B -
are the verses ofthe 'Y £ AD M
Quran and a clear 1 e I%AC

Book. ™!

*1  Kitabim-mubin has three meanings: (1) This boo
presents its teaching and instructions and injunctions
plainly; (2) It distinguishes between théruth and falsehood
clearly; and (3) Its being adivine Book is obvious Whoever
studies it with open eyes will realize that it has not bee
composed and forged by the Prophe(peace be upon him)
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the believers. % 2 (B

*2 That is, the verses themselves are iaguidanced and
ngoodt | d i, hegasise they give guidance and convey gc
news in a most excellent manner
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certainty. %W

*3 That Is, these verses of the Qun give guidance anc
convey the good news of a good end only to those pec
who possess these two qualities: (1) They should affir
faith, that is, accept the invitation of the Quran and the
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)believein One
God as their only Deity and Lord, accept the Quranas the
Book of Allah, acknowledge the Prophet(peace be upor
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him) as a trueprophet and their leader, and also adopt the
belief that after this life there is another life, in which man
has to render his full account of deeds and be rewarded
punished accordingly. (2) They should not only profess fait
verbally, but should also be inclined to follow and obey th
divine commands practically, and the first indication of this
Inclination Is that they should establish the Salat and pa
the Zakat. The verses of the Quan will show the right way
of life only to those people who fulfill these two conditions
they will explain to them the difference between the righ
and the wrong at every stage on the way, protect the
against the wrong ways at every turn of the way, and ble:
them with the satisfaction that whatever be the
consequences of following theight way in the world. In the
Hereafter, they will certainly attain the eternal and
everlasting success and the good will of Allah only throug
it. For, in order to derive full benefit from the teaching of a
teacher, one has first to have faith in him, then accept to
his student, and then work according to his instructions
Similarly, a patient who wants to be benefited by a doctc
has first to accept him as a physician, and then follow h
Instructions with regard to medical dosage, prevention, et
Then only he can assure the patient of the desired results.
Some peopt have interpreted the wordsyutun-azzakatin

this verse to mean that they should adopt moralyrity. But,

wherever in the Quran the word ita-i-zakat has occurred
along with the word igamati-salat, it means payment of the
Zakat, which is the second pillar of Islam afer the Salat.
Moreover, the Quran has used the wordtazakka for
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adopting piety and purity and not ita which is specifically
used for the payment of the Zakat. In fact, what is meant t
be impressed here is this: In order to benefitully by the
guidance of the Quan, it is imperative that one shoulc
adopt the attitude of submission and obedience in practic:
life, as well after the affirmation of the faith, and the
establishment of the Salat and the payment of the Zakat
the first indication that one has actually adopted such a
attitude. If there is no such indication, it will become
obvious that one is rebellious: he might have acknowledge
a ruler as such, but he is not inclined to carry out hi
commands.
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*4 Although belief in the Hereafter is an article of thefaith,
and a believer will also believe in it along with believing Ii
Tauhid and the prophethood, here it has been speciall
mentioned separately in order to bring out its unique
Importance. The object is to impress that for those peop
who do not believe in the Hereafter, it is impossible t
follow, even tread, the way taught by e Quran. For the
people of this way of thinking naturally determine their
criterion of good and evil by the results that appear, Iin this
world. For them it is not possible to accept any admonitiol
or guidance which seeks to determine the good and evil
the criterion of the gain and loss in the Hereafter. Suc
people in the first instance do not at all heed the teachin
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of the prophets, but if for some reason, they also g
iIncluded among the believers, they find it difficult to take
even the initial steps on the way of thdaith and Islam
because of the lack of faith in the Hereafter. Fqras soon a
they will encounter the first situation where the demands ¢
the worldly gains and the losses of the Hereafter will pu
them In opposite directions, they will freely allow
themselvesto be pulled towards the worldly gains without
caring in the least for the losses of the Hereafter, eve
though they may be making all sa of claims to be the
believers.
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4. Indeed, thosewho | FE ~;=5\Al§ B §CE

do not believein the
Hereafter, We have |R~Q%, g ’E%'é

made fair seeming B ”..%,a P
to them their deeds, I B A g

so they stray about S\~ @7 E’@A
blindly. ™

*5 That Is, this is Gods law of nature and the natural logic
of human psychology that when man thinks that the result
of his lifeGs struggle are confined to this world only when h
does not believe in the existence of any court where his lifi
work has to be scrutinized and judged finally for good anc
evil, and when he does not believe in any lifem Hereafter
when he will be requited strictly in accordance with the rea
worth of his lifeG deeds, he will inevitably develop i
himself a material outlook on life, and every kind of conflict
between thetruth and falsehood, good and evil, morality
and immorality, will appear utterly meaningless to him.
Then, whatever earns him pleasure and enjoymen
material progress and prosperity, power and authority, will
be the good for him, no matter it be any philosophy of life
any way of life and any system of morality. He will have n
concern for truth and reality. His real ambition will be to
win successes and earn adornments only of this worldly lif
and their pursuit will lead him astray into every valley.
Then, whatever e does with this object in viewwill be a
thing of beauty for him, and he will regard all those others
as foolish, who are not absorbed like him in seeking tf
world, and doing anything and everything without any
moral qualm and inhibition.
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5. They arethosefor - = X "~ ’
whom there is the | o ey ® % %MJQ&E
worst of punishment, | ¢, £ 6/ gy

6 and they in the o8 & ]}ﬁﬁ Www@ﬂ
Hereafter, they will A~ @Z K /aé“%@ éwg
bethe greatestlosers. 2
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*6 Nothing definite has been sai about the form, time and
place of this nworst of punishmento For it is imposed in
this world also on dfferent persons and groups anchations
In countless different ways; a part of it is also experience
by the wicked when they are about to leave the world; ma
experiences it also in the intermediary state between dea
and resurrection; and then afterresurrection it will become

endless and everlasting.
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6. And indeed, to A!fga| ﬁmg@

you is bestowedthe

Quran from Him, |£|;>a| B oag B
who is All Wise, All

Knowing. *’

*7

*7 That is, the things being mentioned in the Quan are not
Imaginary, nor are they based on the presumptions an
opinions of a man, but they are being revaded by the One
Who is All-Wise and All-Knowing, Who is perfect in
Wisdom and Knowledge,Who has full knowledge of the
affairs of His creation and of its past and present an
future, and Whose Wisdom devises the best schemes for -
reform and gwdance of His servants
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7. When Moses said g, « na’ ‘1 K :
B a T8 AR s

o his famiy: 00 TRARQ GRpRKY [ AR
Indeed, | have seer Vﬁa % @y @*8 a9 <. )

a fire. | will soon B & .
bring youfrom there B 8d MEL~@ X 2} &

some_ m_formatlon, E&M—? B oK /L

or | will bring you a
burning brand, that "@&’ 3 EK /LEB guB
you may warm B BB A
yourselves.” AEe | ddiEL

*8 This happened at the foot of Mount Tur when the
Prophet Moses (peace be upon him) was traveling alol
with his family in search of a sutable place for settlement,
after passing eight to ten years in Madyan (Midian). Fron
Madyan, whose territory lay on both sides of the Gulf o
Agabah, on the seashores of Arabia and the Sina
Peninsula, he reached the place called Mt. Sinal and Jak
Musa in the southern part of the Peninsula, which at th
time of the revelation of the Quan was well known as Tu.
(See AshShuara, E.N. 115). The details of this story hav
been gven in Surah Ta Ha: Ayats 924, and in Surah Al-
Qasas: Ayats 2936.
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*9 The contextshows that it was a cold wintry night anc
the Prophet Moses (peace be upon himyvas passing
through unfamiliar land. Therefore, he said to his family,
NLet me go and find out what habitation it is where a fire is
alight, and get some information about the traveling route:
and the nearby habitations. | shall at least bring a fev
embers for you to light a fire and warm yourselves

The place where the Prophet Moses (peace be upon hi
had seen a burning bush is situated at about 5,000 ft. a®
sea level at the foot of Mt. Tur. Constantine, the first
Christian Emperor of the Roman Empire, had a church
built in about 365 A.D. right at the spot where this even
had occurred. Two hundred years later Emperor Justinian
had a monastery built which included the church built by
Constantine as well. Both the monastery and the churc

stand even today and are under the control of the monks ¢
the Greek Orthodox Church.
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8. So whenhe came 2 " L= fm Lz

_ 3 kald | R@Qn 2
to it, he was callec 15 e (;A% ; wmm ‘@
that: “1° Blessed is R 2 "o« . QS = gy
whoever is in the " SR PICEE mﬂlw
fire, and whoever is| ®"™*1 SR AICGF@& ! | ~o
around it. And A %@Mw
orified be Allah, # REI FkE X C )
e Lord of the Al siegh,
the Lord of the 11 " > I

! AEB :

worlds. 11 Ll

*10 According to Al-Qasas:Ayat 30, the voice was callin
out from a tree. What one understands from this is this: £
sort of a fire was alight on the ground on the edge of tfr
valley, but neither was anything burning nor any smoke
arising. In the midst of the fire there stood a lush green tre
from which a voice started calling out this all of a sudden.

This is a strange thing which theprophets of Allah have
been experiencing. When the Prophet Muhammad (pea«
be upon him) was first blessed withprophethood, anangel
appeared before him in he solitude of the cave of Hiraand
started delivering AllahGes message. A similar thing
happened with the Prophet Mosegpeace be upon him) alsc
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A journeying person has halted at a place, sees a fire al
distance, approaches it in order to get some informatio
abort the route, or to pick a burning ember, and suddenly
Allah, Lord of the Worlds, the Infinite, the Inconceivable
Being, starts speaking to him. On such occasions, the
exists externally as well as within the Prophefsown selves
an extraordinary state which fills them with the assurance
that it iIs not a jinn or a satan or an illusion of their own
mind, nor are their senses being deceived, but it is the Lol
of the universe, or His Angel,who IS speaking to them. $ee
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*11 Here the use of the wordsSubhanAllah (glorified is
Allah) is meant to warn the Prophet Moses (peace be up«
him) to this effect: n"You should never think that Allah,
Lord of the universe, is sitting in the tree, or has entere
Into it, or that His absolute Light has concentrated itsel
Into the limited sphere of your sight, or some tongue |
functioning in some mouth to produce speech, but it |
Allah, Who is Pure and Free from all such limitations, Whc
|s Himself speaking to yow
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9. O Moses,indeed, 3y 4 & X
itis I, Allah, the Al BB §~® g A
Mighty, the Wise. Al Pt

10. And throw down a3
R @i\ v K[ =
your staff. Then Qe % [

B
when he saw it|~v>~d "T'OTE'I?QE"" B
writhing as if it were

1o B
a snake, ? he fled :@@ﬁ? AR e
turning his back and T
did not look back, 0 NuRFLEA g
B
Moses, fear not. thﬁé AT f

Indeed, do not fear,

In My presence,the | +13, 5 i~ GORRR
messengers 3

3 - \ -
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*12 In Surahs Al-Aaraf and Ash-Shuara, the snake ha
been calledthuban (a large serpent) but hergaann, a small
shake. The reason is that in physical size it was a serpe
but in movement it was swift like a small snake. The san
thing has been expressed byhayyatun tasaa(a running
snake) inSuraEp Ta Ha: Ayat 20.
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*13 Thatis,In My presencdhereisnodangerof any harm to

the messenger. When | call someone into Mpresence tc

appoint him to the high office of prophethood, | Mysdf
become responsible for his safety. Therefore, thmessenge

should remain fearless and confident in every kind c
ung&sualsnuatlon wﬂlweverharm r Pyt him in anyway.
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11. Except him who

a w8 A o M R s i
did wrong, ** then - m-:ﬂa L ﬂ@@?%@‘ qaﬂ
has changedto good G o .
has changedo oot e o ol oft B8 TR 8
indeed, | am Oft | "1° |)ﬂl'% &@1} %

Forgiving, Most
Merciful. “1°
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*14 This exception can be contiguous as well as remote.
the first case it will imply that there can be a genuine caus
of fear if the messenger has committed an offensen the
second case it will meaninNone should have any cause |
fear iIn My presence, unless, of course, someone |
comm|tted an offenseo
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*15 That is, Alf even an offender repents and reform:
himself and does good insexd of evil, | will par d on
This implied both a warning and a good news. The Prophe
Moses (peace be upon himjad killed a Copt inadvertently
and fled from Egypt. This was an offense to which a subt
reference was made. When this offense was committed-
iIntentionally by the Prophet Moses(peace be upon him), h
had immediately offered repentance to Allah, sayinghO
my Lord! | have sinned against myself, so forgive me.So,
AAllah forgave himo there and then. Gurah Al-Qasas:Ayat
16). Here the good news of the same forgiveness has b
given to him, as if to say, NO Moses, there could be
genuine cause for you to feel afraid in Mypresence, becaus
you had committed an offense, but when you have chang
the evil into good, | have nothing but forgiveness and merc
for you. | have not called you here at this time to punisl
you, but | am going to send you on a great mission wil
won erful miracles.0
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12 And pUt your ~pna n n
hand into  your ~@°~@& 2 2

bosom, it will come |4 @& % - ”é[“ /
' . BEg ¢ apd
out white without 3 é i

any defect.Theseare "16a o~ ﬂ@g
among nine signs® B, . A
to Pharaoh and his 8 ; f @®=f® tA €O

people. Indeed, they AA .
have been A Awﬂl 4 d-'

disobedient people.

*16 According to Surah Bantlsrail: Ayat 101, the Prophel
Moses (peace be upon himhad been granted nine clearly
visible signs, which accoding to the details given inSurah
Al-Aaraf were the following: (1) The staffs turning into a
serpent, (2) the shining hand when it was drawn out of th
armpit, (3) public triumph over the magicians, (4)
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occurrence of a widespread famine in the land as foretol
by the Prophet Moses(peace be upon him), (5) the storn
(6) the locusts, (7) the incidence of weevils in the gra
stores and of lice among human beings and animals, (8) t
frogs, and (9) the rain of blood. §ee E.N. 43 of Surah Az
Zukhruf).

Blﬁ@y e gt Bre - A m}ﬁfm R
M o5, $Norapes U a1 VECh- P ol Bt
T Na@.Ja’ZUBG\%IA oM_g?m"gﬁa fEc( /g2 Qﬁ&%m Ol A2
J |oAL<% HOAr§) ~ @y IIK/ngij U\g"@#ﬁ UEA%M‘\ XA
E B %»&@A"ﬁCABd'/CBIE i ~gBal: GR @ o o A

Bl Aadham M%lﬁa @Mﬁcmwﬁj

13. Then whencame j nds aé* ~AR vaz
to them Our clear 2 Za§6 g

signs,they said: This £ | §> 8BS} IC
is an obvious magic. CR

14.And theyrejected | ,qn é?‘_% St
them, while they - ek

were convinced of p#g" ﬁ‘_n*aB %Qﬂi‘}é
them in their hearts, ‘A AA

because of iniquity| 2 o) BIE™ %@
and arrogance. " A_ A A
Then see how was = »EoO% GER €€
the endof those who AL &
actedby corruption.

*17 As mentioned at other places in the Quan, whenever ¢
plague befell Egypt as foretold by the Prophet Mosegeace
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be upon him), Pharaoh would sayfO Moses, pray to your
Lord to remove this plague; then we shall submit to wha
you sayo But as soon as the plague was removed, Phara
would break his promise. Gurah Al-Aaraf: Ayat 134, Az
Zukhruf: Ayats 49-50). The Bible also has mentioned

(Exodus. 8 to 10) It could not be imagined that the
occurrence of a famine throughout the country and the
coming of a violent storm and the incidence of the locust
and the frogs and the weevils in such abundance could

due to any trick of magic. The miracles were so manife:
that even asimple mindedperson could not helpbut realize
that the occurrence of the plagues on such a large scale ¢
their removal at the Prophets prayer could be only due tc
Allah, Lord of all Creation Gs Power and Authority. That is

why the Prophet Moses (peace be upon himhad told
Pharaoh plainly: niYou know it full well that none but the
Lord of the heavens and the earth has sent down the
signso (S u r adnail: Byan102). But the reason why
Pharaoh and his chiefs rejected Moses (peace be upon hi
knowingly was: "\What! should we believe in these two me
who are human beings like ourselves and whose qude are
oMu r bonds me n-MwmninSAyatdd Al

caviy GBI @BrE gAR Qe | qugsz%llﬁK BG~ @wgl?
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15. And certainly, | " lﬁty @

We gave to David — , 5
and Solomon, "¢ €BO /KM M
knowledge.And they _ . B A
both said: Praise be # chaul) g we
to Allah, who has i “g
favored us above ~‘ZABT &f£F T

many of His slaves| «19,M, ..z
; VAR B 2~ g
who believed.!?

=

*18 That is, the knowledge of thereality, the knowledge
that whatever they have is not theirs but the gift of Allar
and whatever rights they have been granted over tho:s
things should be usedstrictly according to Allahd will. For,
they will be held answerable before Allah, the real Ownel
for the right and wrong use of those rights. This knowledg
IS the opposite of the ignorance in which Pharaoh we
iInvolved. The type of character built on the ignorance ha
been presented in the preceding verses. Now, In t
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following verses, the model of the character built on th
knowledge is being presented. The sort of kingdom, wealt
power and grandeur were common on bothsides. The
Pharaoh had been gien these as well as the Prophets Dav
and Solomon. But the distinction of the ignorance and th
knowledge built and molded them into entirely different
personalities.

Bhe 325 s ¢ GT :ﬁml"s%@ e @%18
a c’chfdmd %ﬁﬂ,%--vm-y&& &% o iR B
d,#"ma OFy A f" 115""“&? @/Q%%%"!%WEN
3 R 2 us "A%B&\ 6@ &) Beo @ T @, o
T o cidd e w@‘\iﬁ%tvg o quire) 3&& "A"Wz:e‘\i%
o ©vA@snfABce /Cuv”cd'wev’AlA e, LA 10 1k

}\IE"I'[§10A§[‘| ﬁ&@z& i oic
*19 That Is, iThere were other believing, servants as we
who could be blessed with vicegerency. But it is only Allah
favor, not due to any special quality in ourselves, that H
has chosen us to be rulers over this kingdorm.

@/u nda3 ‘€ v»l\%mor%yé» R [T AK GG 4819
Mgmgm ereidor <03 g 5, BB acﬁﬁﬁb‘@)&@/

16. And Solomm *20)\ IA@"@' Ic | m&m
inherited David, "° | Rlaa
andhesaid: O people, @(ga B Iia' ®a %%%m
we have been taugh o1 5 A =
the language of B i 2| 3Y ;) Qﬁ@ﬂ%
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birds, ?* andwehave @rﬂz@%#« mlﬁ: %ﬁ

been bestowed oAll -

kinds of things.?? @y B\~ © 38 B

Indeed this, it surely %Af-\ &
is an evident favor. NSRS =

*20 Succession here does not mean inheritance of wes
and properties, but the succession to the Prophet Dav
(peace be upon him)n the prophethood and vicegerency
For the wealth and possessns, if at all transferred, could
not be transferred to the Prophet Solomon (peace be up«
him) only, because Prophet David (peace be upon hirhad
other children also. Therefore, this verse cannot be cited
refute the Hadith reported from the Prophet (peace be upor
him), saying, nThe inheritance left by us, the Prophets, i
not divided as such Whatever we leave behind is charity
(Bukhari). And, iThere is no heir to a Prophet. Whateve
he leaves behindis divided among the needy and th
indigent of the Muslims o (Musnad Ahmad).

The Prophet Solomon (peace be upon himvas the
youngest son of the Prophet Davidpeace be upon him). Hi
Hebrew name Solomon is a synonym of Salim (righ
minded, affable). He succeeded the Prophet Dav(geace be
upon him) in 965 B.C. and ruled his kingdom for forty
years, till 926 B.C. (For other details of his life and works,
see E.N. 745 of Surah AFAnbiyaa). Our commentators
have greatly exaggeratedhe vastness of his kingdom, an
have held that he ruled over a large art of the world. The
fact, however, is that his kingdom comprised only the
present Palestine and Transjordan and a part of Syria.
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*21 There i1s no mention in the Bible that the Prophe
Solomon(peace be upon himhad been taught speech of th

birds and animals, though the Israelite traditions contain &
reference to it.

Wl €8 ma@cm&@r@mé%m“ma. s s {ﬁ%zl

*22 That is, fAllah has bestowed on us all sorts of thlngs.
This, however, should not be understood literally; it only

%%%%%%%%%%%%%*%%%%%%%*%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A



Y Y e e e e e e e o e o o o e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ok

X X X X e X X X 2 X X 2 X X e X 5 X X 5 X 2 0 X 20 50 X 5 X X 50 X 2 e X 2 5o X 5 X 20 20 X 20 X0 X 5 X 5 50 X0 5 X0 X0 5 X 50 5 X0 2 X X 0

means the abundance of the wealth and the means of |
granted by Allah. This was not said proudly by Prophet
Solomon (peace be upon himput only to express his
gratitude to Allah for HIS grace and bounty and favors.

32T 4 @*@@54 643 A2 3RRAR 43 K gk  SPEP2
qE_IAlé%hf‘% b2 %%Amm/coaécouaM%@ Aliz 8wa
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17. And there y ) A A .
were gathered for %a Alé%% S MW%E
Solomon his armies . :

of the jinn and men,
and the birds, %°

then theywere set in MFU’ i@ é%

battle order.

*23 The Bible does not either make any mention that ther
were jinns in the Prophet Solomoi (peace be upon him
armies, and he took service from them; but the Talmuc
and the rabbinical traditions contain details of this. Some o
the presen-day writers have strained every nerve to provi
that the words jinn and tair do not refer to the jinns and
birds but to men who performed different duties in the
Prophet Solomon's (peace be upon himarmy. They say
that the Jinn were the people of the mountain tribes whon
Prophet Solomon (peace be upon himhad subdued anc
who performed tasks of great strength and skill under him;
and tair implies cavalry which could move much faster that
the infantry. But these are indeed the worst exapies of
misinterpreting the Quran. The Quran here mentions three
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distinct kinds of the army consisting of the men, thginns
and the birds, and all the threehave been qualified by the
prefix al (alif-lam) to denote a class. Thereforel-jinn and
al-tair could not be included inal-ins (the men), but could
be two separate and different classes from the me
Moreover, a person who has a little acquaintance wit
Arabic cannot imagine that in this language the mere worc
al-Jinn could ever imply a group of the men, oral-tair as
troops mounted on horses, nor could any Arab understan
these meanings from these words. Calling a man a jir
because of some supernatural feat of his, or a woman
fairy because of her beauty, or a fast moving person a birt
does not mean that the wordginn and fairy and bird will

henceforth be taken to mean a powerful man and

beautiful woman and a fast moving person respectivel
These are only the metaphoric and not the real meanings
these words. In a discourse, a word is used in its figurati\
Instead of its real meaning, and the listeners also will take
In that meaning, only when there exists in the context
clear pointer to its being figurative. What, after all, is the
pointer in the context here from which one may understant
that the words jinn and tair have been used not in their res
and lexical meaning but in their figurative meaning?
Contrary to this, the work and the state of a member eac
of the two groups that have been mentioned in the followin
verses, fall entirely against the purport of this
Interpretation. If a person does not want to believein
something stated in the Quan, he should frankly say that
he does not believe in it. But it would be moral cowardic
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and intellectual dishonesty if one should force the cle:
words of the Quran to give the meaning that he wants ther
to give, and tels the world that he believes in what the
Quran says, whereas he does not, In fact, believe in it t
bﬁlleves In hIS own distorted meaning.
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18. Until, whenthey B g7 R @iy B1% pr p

arrived in the valley | A B
of the ants, said an ® V%’ 3

ant: O ants, enter &"[ﬁ@{’&: % K

your dwellings lest

crush you Solomon £~£‘ (€@ @B 2
and his armies, A L

while they are not 3 E‘—"omg‘éﬁe A’é(
perceiving. % “24), g

Vo

. = 7 TREA S
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*24 This verse also has been greatly misconstrued bymse
commentators of the present day. They say thatvadin
naml does not meamivalley of the ant®, but it is the name
of a valley that was in Syria, andnamlah does not mean at
ant but it is the name of a tribe. Thus, according to therr
the verse means thisiwhen the Prophet Solomon (peac
be upon him)reached the valleyof the ants, a Namilite said
O people of the Naml tribeo But this also is an
Interpretation which is not supported by the words of the
Quran. Even if we tookwadin-naml to be the name of ¢
valley and supposed that it was inhabited by the tribe c
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Bani an-Naml, it would be against the Arabic idiom and
usage to speak of a member of the tribe as namla
Although there are many Arab tribes which have beel
named after the animals, e.g. Kalb (dog), Asadi@n), etc.
Yet no Arab would ever say in respect of a member of tr
Kalb or the Asad tribe: NA dog said, or a lion said, et@
Therefore, it would be against the Arabic idiom to say Ir
respect of a member of the Naml tribe:nAn ant (namlah)
said thiso Then a member of the Naml tribé&s warning the
people of his tribe, saying,nO Namilites, get into your
houses lest Solomas hosts should trample you dowi
without even knowing it0 becomes meaningless, It he
never happened that an army of men should have trample
down a group of men without knowing it. If the army has
come with the intention of an attack, it would be useless f«
the other side to get into their houses, for in that case tf
iInvaders would follow them into their houses, and trample
them more ruthlessly. And if the army is only on the routine
march, it is just enough to clear off the way for it. Human
beings may be harmed by the marching columns, but it ca
never happen that the soldiers on the march would trampl
down other men without knowing it. Therefore, if Bani an
Naml were a tribe of human beings, and one of its membe
were to warn his people, then in case of an attack, he wot
have said,nO Namilites, flee your houses and take refuge |
the mountains lest Solomodés armies should destroy yow
And In case there was no danger of an attack, he wou
have said,iO Namilites, clear off the way lest one of yo
should be harmed by the marching columns of Solomas
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armies.o

This error in the interpretation is on account of the Arabic
idiom and the subjectmatter. As for the name of the valle)
and the tribe of Bani anNaml inhabiting it, it is a mere
hypothesis for which there exists no scientific mof. Those
who hold that wadin-naml was the name of a valley hav
themselves pointed out that it had been so hamed because
the abundance of ants in it. Qatadah and Mugatil sayjlt is
a valley in the land of Syria where ants are found i
abundanceo But in no book of history and geography anc
In no archaeological research it is mentioned that it wa
Inhabited by a tribe called Bani anNaml. Thus, it is merely
a concoction that has been invented to support ot® own
Interpretation.

This story is also found in the Israelite traditions but its
latter portion falls against the Quran as well as against th
real dignity of the Prophet Solomon(peace be upon him)
According to it, when the Prophet Solomonpeace be upor
him) was passing through a valley which abounded in ant
he heard an ant calling out to the other ants to say)Get
Into your holes, otherwise you will be trampled down by
Solomon's host At this, Prophet Solomon(peace be upor
him) displayed great vanity before the ant to which the an
said, "What are you? - the product of a mere spermdrop!o
Hearing this the Prophet Solomon felt greatly ashamec
This shows how the Quan corrects the wrong traditions of
the Israelites, and cleanses the filthy spots with which the
had themselves branded the characters of theprophets. It
IS these traditions about which the Western orientalist
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shamelessly claim thathe Quran has plagiarized them for
Its narratives.

Rationally also, it is not at all inconceivable that anant
should warn members of itsown species of an impendin
danger and tell them to get into their holes. As for thi
guestion as to how the Prophet Solomor(peace be upor
him) heard it, the answer is: It is not all difficult to
understand the crude speech of an ant for a person who
senses can comprehend and receive a subtle message
the word of revelation
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19. So he smiled g uefua ’@ﬁ@a—mﬂ .

laughing at her

saying. And he said: WE taiﬁe 2 |GATIK
My Lord, bestow 7 B &
upon me 25 that | ~® FUNO B WER

A
may be thankful for @ B ; £
your favor  with TR ET.yJ l&@'

: . A
which  You have g g maﬁ-@'% 1
favored upon meand

upon my parents, y @6‘ B-OEitE/ &' BC

and that | may do AB
righteous deedsthat {’)ﬁ:/ Cz B§4 NT ¢ ¢

will please You.And @A"a - Cb% Barh

admit me by Your

mercy among Your *26}\~@@ é
righteous slaves.?®

*25 nBestow uponme that | may be thankful 0 means this:
NO my Lord! The wonderful powers and abilities that You
have given me are such that if | become even a litt
forgetful and heedles, | might transgress the bounds ¢
service and be puffed up with pride and go astray
Therefore, O my Lord, bestow uponme so that | may
remain grateful to You for all Your blessings instead o
being ungrateful.0
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*26 NANnd admit me by Your mercy among Your righteous
slave® probably implies this: il should be included amonc
the righteous in the Hereafter and should enter Paradis
along with themo For a person who does righteous ac
will automatically be righteous, but onds entry into
Paradise in the Hereafter cannot come about merely on tr
strength of ondas good works, but it will depend on Allalis
mercy. According to aHadith, the Prophet (peace be upor
him) once saidiMerely the deeds of any one of you will nc
enable him to enter Paradisa It was asked,iln your case
too, O Messenger of Allah® He replied, fiYes, | also shal
not enter Paradise only on the strength of my deeds, unle
Allah Almighty covers me with His mercyo

This prayer of the Prophet Solomon(peace be upon himpn
this occasion becomes irrelevant ifan-namal is taken to
mean atribe of human beings and namlah a member of the
tribe. After all, there could be nothing extraordinary in the
warning given by a member of a human tribe to the peopl
of histribe about the approaching troops of a powerful king
that it should have induced the king to make such a praye
to Allah. However, a person having such a wonderful powe
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of comprehension that he may hear the speech of an ¢
from a distance and also understand it, is certainl
something extraordinary, which can involve a person i
self-conceit and vanity. In such a case only the prayer of tf
Prophet Solomon/g\peace be upoyg hlm):aR be relevant.
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20.And he inspecteqd "2’ Equ&' %%Eﬂ
the birds, #’ then

said: How is it of ~@u*8% 3¢ﬁ'uée'ﬂ
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~ ’

me, 1 do notseethe a e g @:E~£@ ‘ﬁm

hoopoe, or is he

amongtheabsentees A &@B yﬁw W

*27 That is, the birds whose troops, as mentioned abov
were included in the armes of Prophet Solomonpeace be
upon him) like the troops of the men and jinns. It is jusl
possible that the Prophet Solomofipeace be upon himhad
employed them for communicating messages, hunting at
performing other such services.

% v 2Ep B+ fcin Iy G yzﬂﬂfz:w@ﬁ p&nohaiE27
" ""/C/néep@n/tﬁ " @Bt Al % w2 3 'j)\ﬂ»{ "lil@m, B
AB it @K G OE

21. | will surely 20 1Ly /B
ounish him with a Iy /epe @

severe punishment L L!GV?MET &1
or | will certainly M
slaughter him, or he |3 kK tg2 700 ):
must bring to me a . A
clear reason.?® oy

*28 Some people of the modern time say that thaud-hud
(hoopoe) does not mean the bird commonly known by th
name, but is the name of a man who was an officer in tl
army of Solomon. This claim is not based oany historical
research in which they might have found a person name
hud-hud included in the Ilist of the officers of the
government of the Prophet Solomorn(peace be upon him)
but they base their claim on the argument that the custor
of naming human beings after animals is prevalent i
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Arabic as in other languages and was aldound in Hebrew.
Moreover, the work that has been ascribed to théhud-hud
In the following verses and its conversation with th
Prophet Solomon (peace be upon him)can, according to
them, be only performed by a human being. But if on
keeps in view the context in whah this thing occurs in the
Quran, it becomes evident that this is no commentary of tf
Quran but its distortion. After all, why should the Quran
put the intellect and intelligence of man to the t&t by using
enigmatic languag® Why should it not clearly say that a
soldier of the Prophet Solomois (peace be upon him
cavalry, or platoon, or communication department, was
missing, whom he ordered to be searched out, and wl
came and gave this news and whom he dispatched on sl
and such a mission? Instead, it uses such language that
reader, from the beginning to the end, is compelled t
regard it as a bird. Let us, In this connection, consider th
parts in their sequence as presented in the Qan.

First of all, Prophet Solomon(peace be upon himexpresse:
his gratitude to Allah for His this bounty: "We have beer
taught the speech of the bird® In this sentence, firstly, the
word tair has been used absolutely which every Arab ar
scholar of Arabic will take in the meaning of a bird, becaus:
there is nothing in the context that points to its being
figurative; secondly, if tair implied a group of men and not
a bird, the word language or tongue would have been use
concerning it and not speechThen, a persoiris knowing the
tongue of another people is not so extraordinary a thin
that it should be specially mentioned. Today there ar
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among us thousands of men and women, who can speak ¢
understand many foreign languages. This is in no way &
unusual achievement which may be mentioned as
extraordinary gift of God.

Then the Quran says,iFor Solomon (peace be upon him
were gathered hosts of jinns and then and birds.In this
sentence, firstly, the wordginn and ins (men) andtair have
been used as names for three wdthown and distinct
species denoted by these words in Arabic. Then they ha
been used absolutely and there is nothing in the context th
may point to any of them being used metaphorically, or as
simile, because of which one may take them innather
meaning than their wellkknown lexical meaning. Then the
word ins has occurred between the wordginn and tair
which does not allow taking it in the meaning that thginn
and thetair were, in tact, two groups included in the specie
of ins (men). Had this been meant the words would hay
been: ul jinn wat-tair min-al-ins and not min-al-jinn wal-ins
wattair.

A little further on, the Quran says that the Prophet
Solomon (peace be upon him) said this whemuring his
review of the birds he found the hud-hud missing. If the tair
were human beings andhud-hud also was the name of
man, a word or two shouldhave been there to indicate thi:
so thatthe poor reader should not have taken the word fo
a bird. When the group being mentioned is clearly of th
birds and a member of it is called hud-hud, how can it be
expected that the reader will of his own accord unerstand
them to be human being3
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Then the Prophet Solomonpeace be upon himkays,il will

punish him severely, or even slaughter him, unless |
presents before me a reasonable excus& man is killed, or
hanged, or sentenced to death, but never slaughtered. So
hard-hearted person may even slaughter another persc
out of vengeance, but it cannot be expected of a Propl
(peace be upon him}hat he would sentence a soldier of hi
army to be slaughtered only for the offense of desertiol
and Allah would mention this heinous act of the Prophe
(peace be upon himwithout a word of disapproval.

A little further on, we shall again see that the Prophe
Solomon(peace be upon himesends the saméud-hud with

a letter to the queen of Sheba and tells hirfito cast it before
hero. Obviously, such an instruction can be given to a bir
but not at all to a man when he is sent as an envoy

messenger. Only a foolish person will believe that a kir
would send his envoy with a letter to the queen of anothe
country and tell him to cast or throw it before her. Should
we suppose that the Prophet Solomo(peace be upon him
was not aware of the preliminary social etiquette whicl
even common people like us also observe when we send
servant to a neighbor? Will a gentleman tell his servant to
carry his letter to the other gentleman and throw it before
him?

All these things show that the wordhud-hud here has beer
used in its lexical meaning, showing that he was not a mi
but a bird. Now, If a person is not prepared to believe that |
hud-hud can speak those things that haveeen ascribed to i
In the Quran, he should frankly say thathe does not believe
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In this narrative of the Quran. It is sheer hypocrisy tc
misconstrue pain and clear words of the Quian according
to ones own whims only in order to cover up onés lack of
faith in |t
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22. So he took not 'tﬁefzﬁ ;:f‘ a @‘.’1"1]

long, then said: |

have grasped that n®~fb‘eﬁgg@mgﬂz

you have not |
grasped of which, B il +@® . KE'QA|

and | have brought
to you from Shebaa lﬁ@l £ @3 < 1

sure news.2°

*29 Sheba were a wellknown commercial people o
southern Arabia, whose capital city & Marib lay about 55
miles to the north east of Sanathe present capital of
Yaman. They rose to power after the decline of the Minaea
Kingdom in about 1100 B.C. and flourished for a thousan
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years in Arabia. Then in 115 B.C. they were replaced by th
Himyarites, the other welkknown people of southerr
Arabia, who ruled Yaman and Hadramaut in Arabia and
Habash in Africa. The Sabaeans controlled the whole trad
that passed betweemrastern Africa, India, the Far East and
Arabia, as well asEgypt, Syria, Greece and Rome. That i
why they were famous for their wealth in the ancient times
so much so that according to the Greek historians they we
the richest people of the world. Besides trade ar
commerce, another great reason for their prosperity wa
that they had built dams here and there in their country tc
store rainwater for irrigation purposes, which had turned
their whole land into a veritable garden. The Greel
historians have made mention of the unusual greenery
their country; and the Quran also refers to it in Surah
Saba Ayat 15 The statement of thehud-hud, | Imave
obtained knowledge of things of which you have n
knowledged, does not imply that the Prophet Solomoi
(peace be upon him) was wholly unaware of Sab
Obviously, the ruler of Syria and Palestine whose kingdor
extended to the northernshores of the Red Sea (Gulf c
Agabah), could not be unaware of a people who ruled tr
southern shores (Yaman) of the same Red Sea, and who ¢
controlled an important pan of the international trade.
Moreover, according to Psalms, Solomams father, Prophet
David (peace be upon them), knew SabaNe find the
following words of his prayer in Psalms

nGive the king thy judgment, O God, and thy righteousnes
unto the kingbs s on (1 .The kingS ofl Tarahesh
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and of the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba al
Seba (i.e. of Yaman's and Habask branches) shall offel
gifts.o

Therefore, what the hud-hud means to say is this:iiThe
knowledge of the thingsl have seen with my eyes in th
central city of the Sabaeansas né)t Ig/et reached you
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23. Indeed, | have %m’_jag@A%@

found a woman

ruling over them, Mp @QE%T

and she has beel N
given all kinds of 3-HEC " il 0@

things, and hers isa 3__ .
mighty throne. AT §-_AT Y ¢ 5

24. | found her
and her people
prostrating to the
sun other than
Allah, =% and Satan
has made fair
seeming to thenr!

their deeds,? and
has kept them away
from the way so
they are not guided.

*30 This shows that the people of Salat that time followed
the religion of sunworship, which is also supported by the
ancient traditions of Arabia. Ibn Ishaq has cited the
genealogists saying to the effect that Sabhave in fact
descended fom an ancestor whose name wa8bd Shams
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(slave of the sun, o sun-worshiper) and title Saba This is
supported by the Israelite traditions as well. According tc
these when thehud-hud arrived with the Prophet Solomords
(peace be upon him)etter, the queen of Sheba was goir
for the worship of the sungod, and it threw the letter on the
way befoge the queen.
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*31 The style shows that the sentences from here to the e
of the paragraph are not a part of thehud-hud& speech bu
Its speech ended withithey prostrate themselves before th
suno, and these words are an addition by Allah to it
speech. His opinion is supported by the sentenceriHe
knows all that you conceal and reveab. These words give
the impression that the speaker and the addressees here |
not the hud-hud and the Prophet Solomon(peace be upor
him) and his courtiers respectively, but the speaker is Alla
and the addressees the mushriks of Makkah, for who:
admonition this story has been related. From amondhe
commentators, Allamah Alusi the author of Ruh-al-Maani,
alsp has preferred the same opinion.
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*32 That is, Satan has made them believe that earrmgnthe
worldly wealth and making their lives more and nore
grand and pompous is the only real anded use of their
mental and intellectual and physical powers. Apart from
these, they need not think seriously foanything else: they
need not bother themselves to see whether there was ¢
factual reality behind the apparent life of the world or not.
And whether the basis of their religion, morality, culture
and system of life accorded with thateality or went utterly
against it. Satan satisfied them that when they were makir
adequate progress in respect of wealth and power ar
worldly grandeur, they had no need to see whether the
beliefs and philosophies and theories were correct or nc
for the only proof of their being correct was that they were
earnlng wealth and enjoylng life to their hearts content.
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25. So they do not g CH,QIJB%~

prostrate to Allah,

who brings forth the ~@c€£!a| Toa, &
hiddenin theheavens

B
and the earth, 33 |- B ﬁ E/CC'E @

and He knows what 5B _A_Bm B .
Tou nide and what © HEl" B 8 @3

you proclaim. "3 Rl

*33 That is, He Is bringing continwously into existence liose
things which before their birth were hidden here and there
He is bringing out continuously countless kinds @
vegetation and minerals from the bowels of the eartHe is
manifesting from upper space such things as could not ev
be conceived by the human mind before thei
manifestafion.
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*34 That is, His knowledge embraces everythinghe open
and hidden are alike for Him. He is aware of everything
By citing these two attributes of Allah the object is tc

impress that if they had not been dluded by Satan, the)

could have seen the right way clearlyThey could have
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perceived that the hot burning sphere of the sun which he
no sense of its own existence, did not deserve to

worshiped but worship was due to Him alonevho is the All
Knowing and the All-Wise Being, and whose power i<
bringing into existence new and evenew phenomena even
moment.
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"o god but Him, e 32 @ g g AN

Lord of the E|ﬁ<4 e 3 #B"

*35
i}jfremeThrone. _
*35 This Is one of the veses of the Quian, where its recital
makes it obligatory to perform a Sajdah (prostration), and
there is a consensus on this of the Muslim jurists. Tk
object of performing a Sajdah here is that a believer shoul
set himself apart from the sunworshipers and should
declare by his action that he does not regard the sun b
AIIah Almighty alone as his Delc}/ and Lord.
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27. He said: We ~3E:E|RME?" 1, 3
shall soon set

B . AB
whether you spoke a; J| k2 Vg2 B

the truth or you are H..
of the liars. N @B 72
28. Go with this rzifka G 3K
letter of mine then A

cast it downto them, giFZ fEe™ 20"

then turn away from | i A
them then seewhat * B | SFZ a,of@

answer they give.6 36\~ @i, EE

*36 Here ends the role of thehud-hud (hoopoe). The
rationalists deny its being a bird for the reason that a birc
could not possibly be endwed with such powers o
observation, discrimination and expression that it shoul
pass over a country and should come torlow that it is the
land of Sabg it has such and such a system of governme!
it is ruled by a certain woman, its religion is sun worship
that it should have worshiped One God instead of havin
gone astray, and then on its return to the Prophet Solomc
(peace be upon him)t should so clearly make a report of al
Its observations before him. Due to these very reasons t
open atheists object that the Quan is a book of fables ant
legends; then thee who try to interpret the Quran
rationally misconstrue its clear words in order to prove that
the hud-hud was not at all a bird but he was a man. But thi
guestion is: What scientific information do these people
have by which they could tell with absolute certainty, what
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powers and abilitiesdo the different species of animals an
their different individuals have? The information that they
possess only consists of the resultsfamred from the grossly
iInsufficient observation made by them of the life ant
behavior of the animals. In fact, man has not so far bee
able to know through any certain means what differen
animals know and what they see and heaand what they
feel and think and understand, and how the mind of eac
one of them works. Yet, whatever little observation ha
been made of the life of the different species of animals,
has revealed some of their wonderful abilities. Now, whe
Allah, Who is the Creator of these animals, tells us that H
had taught the speech of the birds to one of His Prophe
and blessed him with the ability to speak to them, and th
Propheté taming and training had so enabled aud-hud
that it could make certain observations in the foreign land:
and could report that to the Prophet, we shouldn fact, be
prepared to revise our little knowledge about the animals ii
the light of Allah& statement. But, instead, we commit th
folly of taking our insufficient knowledge as the criterion
and belie this statement ofAllah or distort it out of its true

meaning.
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the Merciful. A IAKRG F

31. That exalt not| . g%k~ @ s ek A R
against me, and _ AtE ° N g@’ﬂﬁ %@
come to me in N HHIODRAS K 1@ o

submission. 3’ *37

*37 That is, NThe letter is important for several reasons: (1
It has reached me in an unusual way. Instead of an envoy
has been brought and dropped at me by a bird. (2) It |
from Solomon, the great rder of Palestine and Syria. (3) I
begns with the name of Allah, the Compassionate, an
Merciful, which is an unusual way of correspondence and
not followed by any kingdom in the world. (4) Then, it is
also unusual that a letter should be written only in the nam
of Allah, the Exalted, spare from all other gods anc
goddesses. (5) The most important thing in it is that it quit
clearly and plainly invites us to give up rebellion and adop
obedience and present ourselves before Solomon

submission (or as Muslimsp

ACome to me in submissioo can have two meanings: 1)
NPresent yno subbnsssidroy el (2) fpresent
yourselves as Muslims (after embracing Islamd. The first
meaning is in accordance with the Prophet Soloman
(peace be upon himposition as a ruler, and the second wit|
his position as aprophet. Probably this comprehensive
word was used in order to convey both the meaning
through the letter. The same sort of invitation has alway
been extended by Islam to independent nations ar
govemments that they should either accept Islam an
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become equal partners in the Islamic system of life, «
surrender political independence and submit to the systel
of Islam and pay Jizyah
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32. She said: O n&gﬂm{w @I

chiefs, advise mein

my affair. | do not @ﬂ"‘fA el K 18| 5
decide a matteruntil R cfy & FblIer@

you are present.”®
*38A g

*38 The words used in thetext are: hatta taskhu-dun (until
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you are present, or unless you bear witness). That igil
regard your presence necessary when | take a decision
Important matters, and also that whatever decision | take
you should be there to testify that it is right and correc
This shows that though thesystem of government amon
Sabawas kingship, it was not tyrannical; but the ruler of
the time decided matters in consultation with the important
people In the government

n%msm;w%mz P ﬁe@m@é{“*%
e 6 Bk Gt i “PC 3 /8y £k m@muom 5
el P as dlfw@@@om%a. @Mﬁ%m 3 Ao 1| et 3
K /s b %38 A2 age l%glszl%' Ve b ahadd &

33. They said: We ¢, obekgﬁ a> o
are men of great ”

strength, and of m%@ﬁﬁré bCY
strongmilitary might B _ A .
while command is 1€ P 334" %‘E 2
yours, so seewhat A .
you will command. “A mf&@ R o

34. She said:Indeed R gl Wi W& 18 "
kings, when they EFA# T B, A
enter a township, @i et~®Z W

they destroy it, and | _ B . ' @a F
make its honorable o % ’

peoplelow.”® And . *°{& U zmefn.

thus will they do. x . , e 2%
40 Y O pe R ﬁegm
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*39 In this one sentence a thorough criticisi has beemmade
of | mper i al i svasion df lthe othen coumtaes
and the victorious nation® violence against the oppresse
nations has never been for the sake of reform and goodwi
The object has been to control and exploit the means al
resources of sustenance granted to the other nation by Gc
and make it so helpless that it should never be able to rise
resistance and demand its share. For this purpose th
block up all its means of prosperity, power and honor
crush down all self respecting elements, instill in its
members attitudes of slavery, flattery, treachery and spyin
against one another, imitation of the conqueror and respe
for his civilization, contempt of their own civilization and
other such mean qualities of character. Thus, graduall
they bring them down to such a low level of characte
where they may not hesitate even to sell off any of the
most sacred objects of heritage and be ready to perfor
any wretched service on payment.
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*40 This sentence has two meanings and both are equa
probable: (1) It may be a part of the queen of Shelia
speech,which she might have added in order to emphasiz
her foregoing words; and (2) it may be Allah's words whict
have been added as a parenthesis in support of the quee
speech.

5 %-BA%"/C@ & digo II@GBI @1?2'4? RC~ &K R '*40
i @by & 610 Gog® &l 5O ppafss T

Awaarﬂ"fzga (
35. And indeed, | £ b R gl | B

will send to them a

gift, then see with ~ﬂ2 ~EgB gaﬁrz
what return the
messengers. ?\[l‘Jﬁ

36. So when he 3 g m]é% R B
cameto Solomon,he

said: Would you é%'é‘é["l T 7 18 ‘
help mewith wealth. -gﬂe a § g MY
But that which Allah

hasgivenmeis better %ﬂB a P :

than that which He ~£EA9 13 "8 3E B a

hasgivenyou. ! But,
it is you, of your gift, 5'%@& 4l “ﬁ41

you rejoice. A ga %4

*41 This sentence is at meant to express pride and vanity
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What it means to say is this:inl have no desire for your
wealth; | only desire that you should believe, or at leas
submit to a righteous system.f you agree to neither of
these alternatives, it is not possible for me to accept tl
bribes of wealth and leave you free Iin thematter of a
polytheistic and wicked system of life. What my Lord ha
given me is enough for me to cherish any desire for yol
wealth.

wﬁ wu'm%au ey 3P o 0¥ 41
i!ﬂka @;ﬁw - “jal @m@ﬂ@ P Zigh |3 GNAIETL,ZM
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37. Return to them, ;g\ k73 @(A.Q

then we will surely

bring upon them *@%"@'q@ﬂﬁag
such hosts “? that

they cannot resist | |K /@E G MBP
them, anc_l we will | thfé‘ EE’%M

surely drive them
out from there in qﬂyﬁ ECHE:
disgrace, and they
will be abased.

*42 There is a subtle gap between this anthe previous
sentence, which one can easilyll up by a careful study of
the discourse. It means thisnO messengers, takehiese gift
back to the people whdhave sent you. They will either have
to yield to our first proposal, i.e. they should come before u
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as Muslims, A(\)r we shall bring forces against thero.
~@A,@N 3 WL’E@ B Y B ¢ADZR W ﬁ% "ICK ﬁ%§*42

ey mbwﬁé&"lﬁ 2 s "sir) B mow /145° BA
N BAR 25TA A RARDES K maﬂvb@x 7 & k@"é nd:

38. Hesaid: O |." g4 (¥ K& 1e
chiefs, "3 which of

you can bring to me |3 'ZKbEaI 31%' 2 0~@
her throne before ~ﬂE {ng a T &

that they come to
me,surrendering. 4 | T@Y",@CB kK g

*43 The detalls of the story that have been omitted are 1
the effect The envoys returned to the queen with the iy
and made a report of what they had seen and heard he
gueen decided on the basis of what she heard about t
Prophet Solomon(peace be upon him)to make a visit to
Jerusalem to see him personallyShe left Sabdor Palestine
accompanied by her royal entourage andgent a message t
Solomors court that she was coming to personally hear tr
invitation from the king and to have a direct talk with him.
Here, the story is resumed from the time when the quee
had reached near Jerusalem and was going to apgqe
before Solomon(peace be upon him)n a day or two.

l,Brﬁ/cgEaA gl B 2 JOHRE 106/t | &q%o@@é%
- " voberard) % 1A R l@[‘ﬁA]é%lf‘ 3 " slingAs 1
a AIR@" d&q&n&zﬁ\ @[&rma 0 Ncin”, RiLAR a8
% LeB 1~gu , v e~ @é/w % CoRPe; o) @D
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*44 That Is, the same throne about which the hoopoé(d-
hud) had reported, iShe has a splendid thron®. Some
commentators have given a strange interpretation here
They say that the Prophet Solomonpeace be upon him
wanted to have the throne before him before the queémn
arrival because he wanted to take possession of it. Fdre
feared that if the queen became a Muslimit would be
unlawful to take possession of her property without he
approval: therefore, he made haste to have the que&e
throne with him even before her arrival in Jerusalem
because atthat time it was lawful to take it into his
possession. May Allah pardon us! This is a strange conce
about the intention of a prophet. Why should one nof
understand the verse in the light that Prophet Solomol
(peace be upon himwanted to show a miracle also to th
gueen and her courtiers besides preaching his message
that she might know what extraordinary powers Allah,
Lord of the worlds, had granted His prophet so that she
might be convinced that Solomo (peace be upon him) wa
surely a prophet of Allah? Some modern commentator
have put an even more strange meaning on this verse. Th
translate the verse thus:AWhich of you can bring me a
throne for the queend whereas the Quran has used the
word bi-arshi-ha which means fiher throneo |, and-
arshil-laha, fia throne for hero. They mistranslate the verse
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In order to get rid of what the Quran has stated that the
Prophet Solomon(peace be upon himwanted the queeiGs
own throne to be brought froth Yaman to Jerusalem anc
h too before thg quegs arrival.
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39.Saidamighty one %Qa ;{ZQJ oy f1E
from amongthejinn:

| will bring to youit Bgl«!a 2-@ 2 cou@

before that you rise B _& . o
from your place’® 168 20 B3 1K i

And indeed, | am g NE* 8k & -
for it surely stron
L2 iy S b6

*
trustworthy. “4©
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*45 From this it becomes obvious whether the jinns unde
the Prophet Solomon(peace be upon himwere, according
to the interpretation of some rationalist commentators o
the modern times, from among mankind or from among the
hidden creation commonly known as jinns. Obviously, th
sitting of the Prophet Solomon's court would at the most b
of three to four hours, and the distance of Maib, capital of
Saba from Jerusalem was even as the crowflies, not les:
than 1500 miles. To fetch a splendid throne of a queen fro
such a distant place in such a short time could not &
possible for a man, even if he be a very strong and robu
person. This task cannot be performed even by a jet plar
of today. The throne was not lying in a jungle from where i
had just to be fetched. It lay in a quee@ palace, whicl
must have been welbuarded, and in the absence of th
gueen it must have been kept in a secure place a man
had gone to fetch it, he should have been accompanied b
commando force so that he could overwhelm the guarc
and snatch away the throne. How could all this b
accomplished before the rising of the court? This thing ca
be concelved onlyn connection with a real jinn!
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*46 That is, NYou can trust me in that | will not carry it
aweay,, nhor gal any valuab

tﬁgﬁﬁ@va e@"@uB% #o, R b- G- @b BT | 4546

40. Said he who \F 5 2 @GR @ "Lc (ff
had knowledgefrom B s
the Scripture: | will K B $k 2+49 B¢ 1Y

bring to you it ) \
before that returns %;% Bf 20 B3W

to you your gaze.*’ \ny X714 ¥ €1
Then whenhe saw it
placed before him, &, 08 TLEB "BRQ
he said: This is from . .
the favor of my E’: }-L% L
Lord, that He may =8¢ Egoué % B
test me whether | B I M
am thankful or | am | B § kT ~@g? i

ungrateful. % And  Bd o 74%9\@«% A

whoevergivesthanks B
so he only gives %"%| j(%"‘{n AP :

thanks for his own| B _B
self. And whoever is 1 ¥J 'd{kf\m /%a L
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indeed, my Lord is
All Sufficient,

Supreme Iin Honor.
*49

ungrateful,  then £ xff m % BDAE
*49

*47 Nothing is known with certainty as to who this persor
was, what special knowledge he had and whabook is
referred to here, the knowledge of which he had. No
explanation of these things hAs been given either in the
Quran or In any authentic Hadith. Some of the
commentators say that it was an angelothers say that it
was a man. Then they differ as to the identity of the mar
Someone mentions the name of Asaf bin Barchiah, wh
according to the rabbinical traditions, was the Prince o
Men. Someone says that he was Khigdisomeone mention:
some other name and Imam Razi insists that it was the
Prophet Solomon himself. But none of these has any reliak
source for this information, and Imam Razi's opinion dces
not even fit in with the Quranic context. Likewise, about the
book also the commentators differ. Someone says that
refers to Lauh-i-Mahfuz (the Preserved Tablet) and som
other takes it for the Book ofLaw. But all this is mere gues:
work. Similar guesses have been made about the knowlec
the man had from the book. We only know and beliee
what has been said in the Quan, or what becomes evider
from its words. In any case the person was not from amor
the jinns, and possibly he was a man. He possessed s
extraordinary knowledge, which had been derived rbom
some Divine Book (alKitab). The jinn had claimed to fetch
the throne within a few hours by means of his physice
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strength; this man fetched it in a moment by the power C
his knowledge.

s iz g 6 ouh o) 35 @R dﬁi@ e 65 =47
T(;lf@A@JAA)\LﬁIQ s | Bn B| 3fdZ ﬁ[’e lﬂ & |q3 /qgj‘*meo
oi- gy e SGoifey @ o@ yﬁ;\-@ﬁqa& st 3@\@‘\
} X A@Mal 3 ﬁAl@?ﬁ A~vA g ﬁa 1) ‘g§©AB’3 MQA
? 'n H'WE:NS l%ng@LBMﬂJ ER%, ﬁ@sEuAsaf- B- Barchiah oﬁ
U 17@[/C|f| ﬁ@&/c ctcyi4p > hﬁo‘%/o hﬁb‘lﬂﬁ m» uPrlnce of Mend
~£]ﬁ111{a§@w’ﬁé o s Hia> @‘[‘@Af%hf‘ Noi| Ftp"
ol 3* & v B2 Bagra S @G BIOW0 eld T @G
#-ﬁ@MC | B %‘rdz 3 "diR | ﬁ&:}ﬂ~ «52 &8 @gﬁlv&@( /Ig
VA g (3% mg'?dﬂg"/migz R @R ag3 Bra 'gm £
IC8y, omdﬁ blh&“@\m@ " ﬁrﬂr
e} & &% Gmr @@ﬁtﬁa st G " ige) 3%@%@\@
= AM
et b e Mifor 6 i daBroipi- £ laac i e@ :
J {,Ea vg's'L@ Mﬁ @ "a @%@Ewm Q\QB. ﬁa 6#Eﬁ§6w lIB
U@y 3= o kel p SeauiY
*48 The words of the Qurman are very clear in this regard.
This person®s claim did not remain a claim like the jinnds,
but, in tact, as soon as he made the claim the throne w
seen placed before the Prophet Solomo(peace be upor
him) the next moment. just consider these words:

Al will bring it to you before that your gaze returns to you
Then when he sawt placed beforehim. 0
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Anyone who reads these words, regardless of i
extraordinary nature of the event, will surely understand
that no sooner did the person utter these words than th
event as claimed by him took place forthwith. There is
therefore, no need to make faifetched interpretations of
this plain matter. Then, on seeing the throne, the Prophe
Solomons exclaiming,iThis is from the favor of my Lord,
that He may test me whether | give thanks or | an
ungratefulo can be relevant only if the event b
extraordinary; otherwise if only a skillful craftsman of the
king had hurriedly made or arranged a throne for the
gueen, it could not be so novel an event at which ti
Prophet Solomon (peace be upon him) should have
spontaneously exclaimed:iThis is from the favor of my
Lord 0 and feared that the prompt arrangement of a throne
for the honorable guest might cause him to becon
ungrateful to Allah instead of being grateful. After all, there
could be no question of a believing rulaiss becoming
iInvolved in vanity and selfconceit on this small
achievement, especially when he was not merely
ordinary believer but a Prophet of Allah.

As for the question as to how a royal throne was fetche
over a distance of 1,500 miles in the twinkling of an eye,
can be briefly answered thus:iThe concepts of time anc
space, and matter and movement, that we have formed ¢
the basis of our experiments and observations, are on
applicable to us. These concepts are not correct in respect
God, nor is He bound by these. Not to speak of an ordinal
throne, His power can make the sun; and even much largt
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stars, travel millions of millions of miles in the matter of
moments. The Godwho by His onecommand brought this
huge universe into being, hathe power to have moved the
throne of the queen of Skba at a speed greater than th
speed of light. In this very Quran it has been stated tha
Allah, by His powers, took his servant Muhammad(peace
be upon him) from Makkah to Jerusalem and also brough
him back in the same night.
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*49 That is, He does not stand in need of somebod
gratefulness. His Godhead is neither enhanced by an iota
somebodys gratefulnessnor diminished by that amount by
somebodys ingratitude or thanklessness. He is Sovereign
In His own right. His Sovereignty is not dependent on Hi
creation® acknowledgment or rejection. The same thop
has been expressed in the Qan through the Prophet
Moses (peace be upon him):ilf you prove thankless, you
and all the dwellers of the earth, (you should know that
Allah is All-Sufficient and worthy of all praise by Himselfo
(Surah Ibrahim: Ayat 8). The same theme is contained in
Hadith Qudsirelated in SahinrMuslim saying: iAllah says:
O My servants, if you all men and jinns, from the beginninc
to the end, together become like the heart of the mo
righteous person among you, it will not cause any increa:
iIn My Kingdom; and O My servants, if you all men and
jinns, from the beginning to the end, together become lik
the heart of the most sinful person among you, it will no
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cause any decrease in My Kingdom. O My servants, it
your own deeds which | credit to your account, and the
fully recompense you for them. So, whoever receiv
something good let him be grateful to Allah, and whoever
recelves something else, Iet him curse his own self amly
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41. He said: ™° mmﬂ

Disguisefor her, her
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throne, that we may |~ 5 1 , N
seewhether she wiﬁ f‘llfékl;iiﬁﬁfl%ﬁ' @W
be guided, or be of ' PSRN
thosge who are not *51aBlg;;ﬁo R o WW
guided. ™1
*50 As to how the queen reached Jerusalem and how s
was receivedhas been omitted. The story is resumed fror
the time when she had arrived at the palace to see Propr
Solomon(peace be ypon him).
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*51 This is a meaningful sentence, which means: (
NWhether she understands or not that it is her own throne
which has been fetched in no time from her capital t
distant place like Jerusalemo and also (2)iiwhether she is
guided aright after seeing this wonderful miracle, ol
persists in her error.0 This refutes the wrong idea of the
people who say that the Prophet Solomon (peace be up
him) intended to take possession of the throne. Here |
himself clearly says that he had done this in order to hel
the quee se%idance.
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42. So when she
came,it was said: Is
like this your
throne. She said: as
though it were the
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very one. > And g a B
we were given § "¥&* a8 I
knowledge before 53 A

this, and we became Wﬂqk”dl
thosewho surrender.

*53

*52 This also refutes the speculatios of those people wh
depict the event in a manner as though the Prophe
Solomon (peace be upon himanted to have a throne
made for the queen and for this purposéie invited tenders
and a strongrobust artisan offered to make hm a throne in
the matter of a few hours, but an expert craftsman
submitted that he could make ad produce it in no time.
This whole guesswvork is destroyed by the tact that
Solomon (peace be upon hinhimself ordered the throne to
be fetched before him Qyat 38), and when it had beer
fetched, ordered his servants to set it before the que
casually Ayat 41), and then when she arrived, she w:
asked whether her throne was like that Ayat 42), and she
answered, Ai(lt 1s) as though it were the very one
Obviously, there could he no room for the absur
Interpretations in the face of such a clear statement of fact
If there is still any doubt left, it can be satisfied by the nex
sentence
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*53 That is, nEven before we saw this miraclewe had beer
convinced by what we had heard of Solomon (peace
upon him) that he was a Prophet of Allah, and not merely .
ruler of a kingdom.o After seeing the throne and saying
A(It is) as though it were the very one what could be the
relevance of adding this sentence Iif it is supposed that t
Prophet Solomon (peace be upon hinf)ad goten a throne
manufactured and set the same before her? Even if it
assumed that no effort was spared to have a throni
manufactured closely resembling tlat of queerts throne,

what could have made a sunworshiping queen exclaim
Nye had already known this and we had become Muslims!
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43. And had
prevented her that
which she used fc
worship other than
Allah. Indeed, she
was from a people

who disbelieved.>*

*54 This sentence has been added by Allah to clarity tr
gueerds position, saying that she was not obdurate ar
stubborn. She had been an unbeliever till then mainl
because she aame of an unbelieving people. As shéiad
become accustomed to bowing down before a false de
since her childhood, it had become a hindrance for her t
the right way. As soon as she came in contact with ti
Prophet Solomon(peace be upon him), she discerned ti

right way and the hlndrance Was removedorthwng
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44. It was said
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to her: Enter the ~©P¥ ab@ﬁﬂmw

. BA

palace. Then when , " ER NN ,
she saw it, she WAT =LA Q‘ﬂ %&@Aﬁ@
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thought it a pool of
water and uncovered
her shins. He said:
Indeed, it isa palace
made smooth with
glass. ° She said:
My Lord, indeed, |
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have wronged | ‘% !@zx"'iv@ﬁl-e"@@ %Mb%w@
myself, and | - .BQA .
surrender with lAléBQ % @ /‘é’%\% @ﬁ ﬂ
Solomon to Allah, | 4 5 R 2Bl ﬁg ,
the Lord of the | A ﬁmw
worlds. ™6 6 BB 1K /B

*55 This was thelast thing that openedqueernts eyes. The
first thing was Solomorts (peace be upon himjetter that
began with the name of the Al-Compassionate, the A-
Merciful Allah, a way different front the common custom
prevalent among the kings. The second was his rejection
her gifts, which made the queen understand that he was
different kind of king. The third was the report made by the
gueens envoys fran which she came to know abou
Solomon's pious life, his wisdom and his message of |
truth. This very thing had induced her to travel to
Jerusalem to personally meet the Prophet Solomof(peace
be upon him), and to this she had referred when she sai
fAand we had surrendered (to Allahp .The fourth thing was
the removal of her throne from Mab to Jerusalem in no
time, from which the queen realized that he had Allats
power with him. Now this was the last thing that removel
every doubt from her mind regarding the unique and greal
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personality of the Prophet Solomon(peace be upon him)
When she saw that in spite of possessing every means
comfort and ease and a grand palace for a dwelling, he w
so free from every conceit, so Gofkaring and righteous
and so grateful to God thathe bowed before Him br every
small favor and his life was so different from the life of
those who were enamored of the world, she exclaimed t
words that follow.
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*56 This story of the Prophet Solomon(peace be upon him
and the queen of Sheba has been related in the Old and t
New Testaments and the Israelite traditionsin different
ways, but the Qumnic narration differs from all others. A

resume of the story as given in the Old Testament is
follows:
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NANnd when the queen of Sheba heard of théame of
Solomon, she came to prove Solomon with hard questions
Jerusalem, with a very great company. When sheame to
Solomon, she communed with him of all that was in he
heart. And Solomon told her all her questios. And when
the queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of Solomon, ¢
the house that he had built, and the meat of his table, ar
the sitting of his servants, and the attendance of h
ministers, and their apparel; his cup bearers also, and thel
apparel; and his ascent by which he went up into the hou:
of the Lord; there was no more spirit in her. And she said t«
the king, It was a true report which | heard in my own land
of thine acts, and of thne wisdom: Howbeit | believed rot
their words, until | came, and thine ges had seen it: and
behold, theone half of the greatness of th wisdom was not
told me: for thou exceedest thdame that 1 heard. Happy
are thy menand happy are these thy servants, which stan
continually before thee, and hear thywisdom. Blessed b
the Lord thy God, which delighted inthee to set thee on hi
throne. And she gave the king d&aundred and twenty talents
of gold, and of spices great abundance and precious ston
neither was there any such spice as the queeh®heba gave
king Solomon. And king Solomon gave to the queen
Sheba allher desire, whatever she askedo she turned, anc
went away to her own land, she and her servants.(2
Chronicles, 9: :12. A similar account is also found inl
Kings, 10: 1-13).

In the New Testamentthe following sentence only has bee
reported from a discourse of the Prophetlesus(peace be
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upon him) about the queen of Sheha

NThe queen of the south shall rise up in the judgment wit
this generation, and shall condemn it: for she came from th
uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomor
and, behold, a greater than Solomon is here(Matthew, 12:
42; Luke, 11: 31).

The story of the Prophet Solomon (peace be upon hinand
the queen of Sheba as given in the rabbinical tradition
resembles in nost parts with the Quranic version. The
hoopoeos a b s eamivale and reporeng about
Sheba and its queen, the Prophet Solomahsending her &
letter through it, the hoopodas dropping the letter in front of
the queen at the time when she was going for swworship,
the queerts calling for her ministersd council, then her
sending of valuable gifts to Solomon, her traveling t
Jerusalem and meeting him personally, her arrival in the
palace and thinking that Prophet Solomon was sitting in thu
midst of a pool of water, tucking up her skirt in order to
enter it. All this has been mentioned irthese traditions as
In the Quran. But there iIs no mention whatsoever in thes
traditions of the Prophet Solomorts reply on receipt of the
gift, having the queer® s romehfetched from Maib, his
bowing down before God in thankfulness for every favor o
His, and the queeis embracing thefaith ultimately, at his
hand, his belief in the oneness of God, etc. And worst of €
these wicked people have accused Prophet Solomon (pe
be upon him) of having committed adultery, God forbid,
with the queen of Sheba, giving rise to an illegitimate raci
which gave birth to Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylor
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who destroyed Jerusalem. (Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. XlI, |
443). The fact of the matter is thata section of the Jewisl
learned men have been highly critical of the Prophe
Solomon (peace be upon him). They have accused him
heinous crimes like violating the commandments of the
Torah, of pride of government, pride of wisdom, of being
hen-pecked husband, and of luxurious living, polytheisn
and idol-worship. (Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. XI, pp. 439
441). 1t is due to this propaganda that the Bible preseni
him only as a king instead of a ProphetA king who was lost
In the love of polytheistic women against thedivine
commandments, whose heart was turned away from Goi
and was turned to other gods and goddesses. (I Kings, 11:
11). As against thisit can be sen what great favor has the
Quran done to the Israelites by cleansing the personaliti
of their elders of thefilth thrown at them by themselves.
and yet the Israelites, ungratefulas they are, look upon the
Quran and him who brought it as their enemies.
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45. And certainly, @E@ %Rtﬁ

We sentto Thamud A
their brother Salih, = YT-@M"

7 that: Worship | (A B
Allah, Then they "8 B8 G %Ci

were two parties - aX aA_a,‘@L@ z% o]

quarrelling. ™° ieg

*57 For comparison, see Surah Al-Aaraf. Ayats 7379,
Surah Hud: Ayats 61-:68, Surah AshShuara Ayats 141-
159, Surah Al-Qamar: Ayats 23-32, Surah Ash-Shams:
Ayats 11-15.
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*58 That is, as soon as the Prophet Salifpeace be upor
him) embarked on his mission, his people were divined int
two groups, the believers and the disbeli@rs, and a conflict
started between themas stated elsewhere in the Qan. The
chiefs of his tribe, whowere full of pride, said to those whc
had believed fom among t he oppows
know it for certain that Salih is a Messenger from his
Lord?0 T hey rinelged, iwe kelievefin the messas
with which he has been senb. But those who had arrogant
assumption of superiority, said,N"\We deny that which you
bel i éSurahoAl-Aaraf: Ayats 75-76). One should note
that precisely the same situationarose in Makkah at the
advent of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him
The nation was divided into two factions and a conflic
started between them. Therefore, this story fully applisto
the conditions in which these verses were revealed
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46. He said: O my BE@CE'I ta %“'T_'
people, why do you
seek to hastenthe W ﬂf‘ W[A

evil before the good. ;;ﬁB €59 \T9R B

9 Why do you 5

not seek forgivenes: 2 a 'ﬁiR“é%fmj

of Allah, that yo M. . BE
you A U O - ks

may receive mercy.

*59 That Is, "(Why do you hasten in asking for a tormen
iInstead of some good from AllaRo The following saying of
the chiefs of the Prophet Salits people has ben related at
another place:nNO Salih, bring that scourge with which you
threaten us, if you really are one of the Messengeos(Surah

Al Aaraf Ayat 77).
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47. They said: We

augur evil of you
and of those with
you. 9 He said:

Your evil augury is
with Allah. But, you
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are a peoplewho are | _*61a, gyicio Hocd 3

being tested. !

*60 One meaning of what they said isitYour movement has
proved to be an evil omen for us Since you and youl
companions have revolted against the ancestral religio
one or the other calamity is befalling us almost daily
because our deities have become angry with osln this
sense, this saying is similar to the sayings of most of thc
polytheistic nations who regarded their FPophets as
ominous. In Surah Yé&Sin, for instance, a nation has bee
mentioned, which said to its Prophefiwe regard you as ar
evil omen for ourselves® (Ayat 18). The same thing was
said by the Pharaolts people about the Prophet Mose
(peace be upon him).Whenever a good time came, the
would say,fiThis is but our dueo, and when there was a bau
time, they would ascribe their calamities to Moses and h
companions. (Surah Al-Aaraf Ayat 130) Almost similar
things were said in Makkah about the Prophet(peace be
upon him).

The other meaning of their saying is thisiiYour advent has
stirred up divisions in our nation. Before this we were
united people, who followed one religion. Your ominou
coming has turned brother against brother, and separate
son from father.0 This very accusation was being brough
against the Prophet(peace be upon himpy his opponents
over and over again. Soon after he started his mission
Inviting the people to thefaith, the delegation of the chief:
of the Quraish, who went to Abu Talib, had saidfiGive up
to us this nephew of yours: he has opposed your religic
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and your forefathersoreligion and has sown discord amon
your people, and has held the whole nation as fooligh.

On the occasion of Hajj, when the disbelievers of Makka
feared that the visitors from outside might be influenced by
the Prophet (peace be upon him)they held consultations
and decided to approach the Arab tribes and tell them
NThis man is a sorcerer, who by his sorcery separates s
from his father, brother from his brother, wife from her
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*61 That is, nThe truth is not that which you understand it
to be. The fact which you have not yetealized is that my
advent has put you to the test. Until my arrival you were
following a beaten track in your ignorance. You could no
recognize the truth from the falsehood; you had no criterior
for judging the genuine from the counterfeit; your worst
people were lording over your best people, who were rollin
In the dust. But now a criterion has come against which yo
will all be judged and assessed. Now a balance has been
up publicly, which will weigh everybody according to his
true worth. Now both the truth and the falsehood have bee
made manifest. Whoever accepts the truth will weigh heay
whether he was not being held even worth a farthing so fa
and whoever persists in dlsehood will not weigh a gran
even though he was being esteemed as the chief of the cr
before this. Now the judgment will not be based on th
nobility or otherwise of the family one came of, or the
abundance of the means and resources that one posses
or one®s physical strength but on this whether one accepte
the truth gracefully or preferred to remain attached to
falsehoodo
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48. And there were ,BQWZ p@%@_’lﬂg

in the city nine
%62 BB
persons® whomade « gy~ F@ R oy

mischief in the land
ApEAByyﬁf

and reformed not.

*62 That Is, nine chiefs of the tribes each of whom had
band of followers with him.
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49. They said: Swear AR ag;@
by Allah we wil O =

surelyattack bynight |  fZce Eﬂméﬁtﬂzﬂﬁ
him and his family, &‘ZE QR
then we will surely ~£9 B yorh

sayto his heir, > we  gdai®3 a'or@Bn a
did not witness the

. B
killing of his family. T8 "70 T ke > -
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And mdeed we are ‘o4)- e | K €0C
truthful.

*63 NThe guardiano: the chief of the Prophet Salilis (peace
be upon him) tribe, who, according to the ancient tribal
tradition and custom, could make a claim to blooc
vengeance. The same was the position in Makkah dfe
Prophet&s uncle (peace be upon him) Abu Talib. The
Quraish were hesitant that if they attacked and killed the
Prophet (peace be upon him)Abu Talib, the chief of Bani
Hashim, would come out with a claim to blood vengeanc
on behalf of his clan.
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*64 This precisely was the kind of plot which the Makkar
chiefs of the clans were devising against the Proph@ieace
be upon hm), and they devised the same ultimately on tr
occasion of migration (Hijrah) to kill him. They decided
that men from all the clans would attack him in a body s¢
that the Bani Hashim could not hold any one of the clans ¢
responsible for the murder, and, therefore, would find it
Impossible to fight all of them at one and the same time.
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50. And they
plotted a plot, and
We planned a plan,
while they perceived

not. "6°

*65 That Is, nBefore they could make the night attack or
the Prophet Salih (peace be upon him)at the appointed
time, Allah sent down His scourge which destroyed the
whole nation caonpletely. It appears that they made this plo
after hamstringing the shecamel. According to Surah Hud:
Ayat 65, when they had killed the she&amel, Prophet Salih
(peace be upon himpave them a notice to enjoy life in thel
houses for three more days, for then they would be seiz
by the torment. At this they might have thought that the
torment with which Salih (peace be upon himxhreatened
them might come or might not, but they must takethe
vengeance on Salih himself. Therefore, most probably the
chose the same night for the attack which Allah had
appointed for sending downthe torment, and thus were
struck down by Allah even before they could touchthe
Prophet Salih(peace be upon himp
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51. Then see how

: A A E Sme . o~
was the end of their 'é© EgT Vi 1 % @Mm
plot. Indeed, We A= I =1
destroyed themand mﬁtq QJ{Q;A g\% @ m
their people, all ABE B )@ceU
together. W

52. So these are o~y G o\ = as S
their housesin utter éi\_z_ﬁ'ﬁ: rﬂLQﬁ] %W%M
ruin  because they B B OR4A P! A o
had done wrong. @ vy M 1%%{3&@1%
Indeed, in that is ~£'y #I S

surely a signfor a 3 g¥ LBA'[})&( é@m
people who have
knowledge. ©° 66 N

*66 That is, the ignorant people will say,nThere is no link
betweenthe Prophet Salih(peace be upon himpand his she
camel and the earthquake which struck the people of
Thamud. These things have their natural causes. Their
occurrence or otherwise has nothing to do witlthe piety
and wickedness of the people of a place, wittheir high-
handedness otheir show of mercy. It is meaningless merel
to say that such and such a city or land was filled with si
and wickedness, and therefore, it was overwhelmed |
flood, or its habitation turned upside down by an
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earthquake, or it was ruined by a sudden disasted But the
people who possess knowledge know that this universe
being ruled by an All-Wise, All-Knowing One Who is
deciding the destinies. His decisions are not subject

physical causes, buthe physical causes are subject to H
will. His decisions to debase or exalt nations are not take
blindly but with wisdom and justice. In His Book of Law
there iIs also includedhe principle of retribution, according
to which the wicked are made to suffer fortheir evil deeds
even In this world, on moral grounds. The people who ar
aware of these realities, cannot explain awayhe occurrence
of an earthquake by citing physical and natural causes; the
will rather look upon them as the scourge of warning fol
themselves, and they will learn lessons from it. They will tr
to understand those moral causes because of which 1
Creator annihilated a flourishing nation, which He Himself
had created. They will divert their conduct and attitude
from the track that brings Allah's wrath to the way that
join hem to His mercy.
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53. And We saved B g T % |
those who believed B % OE

and used to fear. AR aB% EfCG/Alg

54.And Lot, whenhe @E’QSLGA%:R'Q §
said to his people:

R _ B B i}
°” Do you commit 2 % |- & =&°CF o
indecencywhile you

B M
. *68 oz
are seeing.%® A §85| - o@E A1

*67 For comparison, see Surah Al-Aaraf: Ayats 80-84;
Surah Hud: Ayats 74-83, Surah Al-Hijr: Ayats 57-77;
Surah Al-Anbiya: Ayats 71-75; Surah AshShuara: Ayats
160-174; Surah AFAnkabut: Ayats 28-75; Surah As-Saffat:
Ayats 133-138, Surah Al- Qamar Ayats 33-39.

(o) m@?\ommwomw E’Y% "B gq"alfqa u{”nﬁ*m

AR fy'%‘x km% lﬁy\ou\m @)\ @”EIHtﬂ'
*68 This can have several meanings angrobably all are

I mp | i e @hat ydqu lre nofi unaware of this acls being
wicked, but you commit it knowing it to be s@ (2) fiYou
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are also not unaware that the man has not been created f
the mants sexial desire, but the intimate relationship is
between man andvoman, and the distinction between then
(man and woman) is not such as you cannot perceive, \
with openeyesy ou commi t t hi s (3)aivoa
Indulge in this indecency publicly when there are peopl
watc hi ng youo, as -Arikabut.eAyat 29n
thys: f /hd I%/ou iIndulge In mdecenmes In your assemblies.
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55. Do you indeed s Bgetfyﬂbg'@.

approach men with B M r
lust instead of A BAL i 29 i
women. But you are aB . B

a peoplewho behave * 70 LAR > JEyCa

ignorantly . “©° 69\ §

*69 The word jahalat here has been used in the sense
folly and stupidity. But even if it is taken in the sense c
ignorance and lack of knowledge, it will meanfiYou do not
know the evil consequences of your acts. You only knc
that you are deriving sensual pleasure, but you do not kno
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what severe punishment awaits you for this criminal anc
heinous pleasureseeking. The scourge of Allah is ready t
strike you but you are engaged in a senseless, filthy gal
with impunity.

oy | VB @n @:/"Aﬁ 3@915" @% G dadico %BL@%O;L@&
~@m@5&%@®ﬁwu ﬁﬁoﬂmﬁee & %wsm u
Hehitaaue 84 - mfmfﬁ\ | Birg?
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56. So nonewasthe
. I T
answerby his people % é@‘@ﬁ # »"A‘ﬂ

exceptthat they said: |+ §yvco Az 40
Expel the family of YEPRRE T

Lot from  your gy EBgher @r&"

township. Indeed,

they are men who A~ﬁl&ﬂlgﬂ >E

would keep pure.

57. So We savecaR = Bra?:iﬂb %@H"ﬁ ;o

him and his family
except his wife. We "'7"%“'3 @fs""’ B )UG

destined herto be of qu-E:g@ﬁ--a %XQQ
those who stayec

behind. 7 TN @B yohy /n &

*T0 That ThesProphét Lot (peace be upon him)had
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already been instructed not to take the woman alon
because she had to be destroyed along with her people.

% #\53 "l%/u"mv’*?ﬂp ﬂoe{p@r@n%hf‘da}%m
A2 f@ﬁfd'% l@ca% b@f?
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58. And We rained |y E“EA"a "4k opn
down upon them a

rain. So evilwas the 4/%"» RBT Y £ /lg

rain of those who AQ%@m

were warned.

59. Say: ' Praise g N P el LG f ey A
be to Allah, and ISR w7 e &

peace upon His ;&25(;@8%, Ko 8
slaveswhom He has ~ A A
chosen. Is Allah %%MM’—'OR Ea ’
better, or those a @y gl ¢ fﬁEEal ;
whom they ascribe
as partners. el

*71 From here starts the second discourse, and this is
Introductory sentence. This introduction teaches how th
Muslims should begin a speech. That is why the trul
Islamic-minded people have always been starting the
speeches and discourses with the praise of Allah a
salutation on His righteous servants. But now this is looke
upon as characteristic of bigotry, and the presentlay
Muslim speakers have no idea of starting their speech wil
these words, or feel shy of doing so.

| BEovAE A 2 BB "E%dcau o el gce BLE71
2 gt v zﬁg/T‘ig (RN 7 ")\%M fEn fﬁ@%@@ %a.di
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60. Who is it who s w3 - .
has created the 3l B*1 A

A
heavens and the K /;gyk? V@ B AEC
earth, and sentdown

M A

for you from the sky 2 WKfZACKF ABE:,
water. Then We A A

caused to spring wit ﬁa 0 3K
forth with it orchards
full of beauty. It is
not in your (power) Bﬁ a,(?‘--an|.B ~@
that you cause the
growth of their trees.
"2 |s there any god

with Allah. “3 But
they are a people
who have strayed
from the path.

) a__,%g_gl?cﬁ A @

*72 No one from among the mushriks could answer the
someone other than Allanh had done these works,
someone else was Allah asociate in doing these. Th
Quran at other places says with respect to the pagans
Makkah and the Arab mushrikin: n | f you am
has created the heavens andthear t h?0 t he
s a y The AI-Mighty, the All-Knowing One has createc
them.o (Surah Az-Zukhruf: Ayat 9). nAnd if you ask them,
who has created them@ they will surely say,Allaha (Surah
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Az-Zukhruf: Ayat 87), nlf you ask them, wo sent down
rain water from the sky and thereby raised the dead eartt
back to life?0 they will surely say, AAllaha (Surah Al-
Ankabut: Ayat 63). fAsk them, who provides for you from
the heavens and the earthwho has power over thes
faculties of hearing and sight?who brings forth the living
from the dead and the dead from the livingwho controls
and directs the system of the univers&they will surely say,
AAllah@o (Surah Yunus: Ayat 31). Not only the polytheists
of Arabia but of the whole world generally acknowledged
and acknowledge even today, that Allah is the Creator ¢
the universe and He alone controls and directs its systel
Therefore, none of them could answer this question eve
obstinately for the sake of the argument that their deitie:
were AllahG associates in those works, for if he had done ¢
thousands of his own people would have belied him sayii
that, that was not their belief.
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*73This and the other questions that follow not only contait
a refutation of the creed of shirk (polytheism) but of
atheism as well. For example, in this first very question,
has been askediWwho has sent down rainwater and cause
to spring up by it beautiful gardens® Just consider
whether the presence of the substances essential for -
growth of countless kinds of plant life, in the soil or near the
soll, and the existence in water of those very qualities whic
are in accordance with the requirements of animal an
vegetable life, and the evaporation of this water again ar
again from the seas, and its condensation and rainir
regularly in different parts of the earth from time to time,
and the coordination between the soil and the air, the wate
the temperature; etc, conducive to proper growth of plant
life and fulfillment of the countless requirements of even
sort of animal life, could be just accidental, or the result o
the wise scheming and planning the supreme power and w
of an All-Wise Designer. And is it possible that this accider
should continue to recur constantly for millions and
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millions of years? Only an obstinate person who has bee
blinded by prejudice will regard it as accidental, for no
truth loving, sensible person can make such a sensel

claim or,accept |t
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61. Who is it who

made the earth a Q@Iﬁ %EIZ\M
firm abode,””* and @3..~% & EI.y'TO

made In its midst A M
the streams, and | a%7 @ j~fF" %\ ~Eﬁ'

made therein firm
hills, and has made )\&é' B0 @%&

between two riversa

- M
* LAS ol /5
barrier. 7> |s there G, to3| B
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any god with Allah. ~;:9°i-i’ @~§A"d a :ﬁ; .

But most of themdo
not know. A@el

*74 It is not a simple thing for the earth to be a place of res
for the countless kinds of different creations living on it. If
man looks into the wise harmony and coordination witl
which this sphere of the earth has been established, he
simply amazed and starts feeling that these harmonies ai
concordances and relations could not be brought aboi
without the grand design of an AltWise, All Knowing and
All-Powerful God. This sphere of the earth is floating ir
space and Is not resting on anything, yet there iIs r
commotion and no vibration in its movement. Had there
been any vibration in it, such as we experience during &
earthquake, life could not exist here. This sphere com
before the sun and hides from it regularly, which causes tr
alternation of the day and night. Had it turned the same
face perpetually towards the sun and kept the other sic
always hidden, no life could be possible here, for on ti
bright side all life would have been shriveled up, and on th
dark side all life would have been frozen to death. Th
sphere is enveloped by a five hundred mile thic
atmosphere which protects it against the continual
bombardment of meteors, otherwise the twenty millior
meteors on the average, which dart towards the earth dall
at 30 miles per second, would have caused such destruct
as would not have allowed any man animal or tree t
survive. The same atmosphere controls the temperatur:
raises clouds from the oceans, carries water to differel
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parts of the earth and provides the required gases the
sustain the human, animal and plant life. Without it the
earth could not become a fit place of rest for any kind c
animal life. Just under the earths surface all those mineral:
and chemicals which are essential to the survival
vegetable and animal life have been provided in abundanc
Wherever these natural resources do not exist, the lar
there cannot sustain any kind of life. A great store of wate
has been arranged on the earth in the form of ocean
rivers, lakes, springs and underground channels and sno
on the mountains which melts and flows down in the forn
of rivers. Without such an arrangement there could be ni
life. Then the earth has been endowed with an appropriat
gravitational pull by which it keeps the water and the air
and all other things found on it attracted to it. If this pull
had been a little less strong, it could not have stopped tl
air and the water from escaping. It would also have s
much increased the temperature that life here would hav
become difficult. On the other hand, if the gravitational pull
had been a little stronger, the atmosphere would have be:
denser, its pressure would have increased, evaporati
would have become difficult and rains impossible; the col
would have increased and less areas on earth would he
been inhabitable; men and animals would have bee
shorter in size but heavier in weight, which would havi
made movement difficult. Besides, this sphere has be
located at a suitable distance from the sun, which is mo
appropriate for the population here. If the distance hac
been longer, the earth would have received less of heat, f
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climate would have been much colder, the seasons mt
longer and the earth would be hardly inhabitable. On the
other hand, if the distance had been shorter, the intensity
the heat along with other factors would have rendered |
unfit for the kind of life man is living here.

These are a few of those harmonies and concordances (
to which earth has become a place of rest for its populatiol
A man with a little common sense who is aware of the:
facts cannot imagine for a moment that these concordanc
have come into existence without the design of an AlVise
Creator, as a mere accident, nor can he ever conceive tha
god or goddess, jinn or prophet, saint or angel, could hay
had any hand in the creation and bringing into operation o
this grand deS|gn
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*75 That Is, the bodies of sweet and saline waters that ex
on the earth but do not intermingle. Underground water
channels mostly flow separately with sweet water and salir
water side by side. Even in the middle of the bitter sec¢
there exist at some places springs of sweet water; the
current remains separate from the sea water and the se

passengers obtain their drinking water from it. See, E.N
68 of Surah AlFurgan).
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you reflect.

*76 The Arab polytheists themselves knew an
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acknowledged that Allah alone could averta disaster.
Therefore, the Quran reminds them again and again tha
they implore Allah alone for help when they are confrontec
by a calamity. But when the calamity is removed, they star
Invoking others besides Allah. $ee E.Né. 29 to 41 ofSurah
Al-Anaam; Surah Yunus: Ayats 21-22; E.N. 46 of Surah
An-Nahl; and E.N. 84 of Surah Banilsrail). And this is not
only true of the Arab polytheists but of all polytheists; sc
much so that even the Russian atheists who are reqgulal
campaigning against Goédworship, had to invoke God wher
In the Second World War they were tightly encircled by the
German forces.
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*77 This has two meanings: (1xiHe raises one generatioi
after the other and one nation after the otheo; and (2) fiHe

glves you power and authorlty to Afule in the eartlo .
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