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¢ Center
. [3 368 Al-Qasas

O1 Aol $20
In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

Name
The Surah takes its name from verse 25 in which the wordl-
Qasasoccurs. Lexically, gasasmeans to relate events in thei|y
proper sequeice. Thus, from the viewpoint of the meaning toci
this word can be a suitable title for this Surah, for in it the|*
detailed story of the Prophet Mosegpeace be upon himhas been
related.

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%*

Period of Revelation
As already mentioned in the introduction to Swah An- Naml,
according to Ibn Abbas andJabir bin Zaid, Surahs Ash-Shuara,
An-Naml and Al-Qasas were sent down onafter the other. The
language, the style and the theme also show that the period of t
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revelation of these three Surahs is nearly the saménother
reason for their close resemblance is that the different parts c
story of the Prophet Moses(peace be upon himjas mentioned in
these Surahs together make up a omplete story. In Surah Ash
Shuara, sed&ing excuse for not accepting the office of
prophethood the Prophet Moseqpeace be upon him)submits,
AThe people of Pharaoh have the charge of a crime againste;
therefore, | fear that they will put me to deatho Then, whenhe
goes before Pharaoh, the latter say$iDid we not bring you up as
a chid in our house? You lived quite a few years of your lif¢
among us, and then you did what you did. Nothing more of this
has been mentioned there, but in this Surah the other details ha
been supplied. Similaty, in Surah An-Naml the story starts from
the time when the Prophet Moses(peace be upon him)was
journeying with his family and suddenly saw a fire at a distane.
In that Surah nothing has been said about the nature of hi
journey, or the place he was coming from, or his destination, bt
this Surah supplies all the necessary details. Thus, the thre
Surahs read together complete the story of the Prophet Mos:
(peace be upon him).

Theme and Topics
The main theme is to remove the doubts and objections that we
being raised against the Prophethood ahe Prophet Muhammad
(peace be upon him)and to invalidate the excuses which wer
being offered for not believing h him.
For this purpose, first the story of the Prophet Mosegpeace be
upon him) has been related, which, by analogy with the period ¢
revelation, impressesupon the following points in the listeners
mind automatically.
First, Allah provides the means and motives of whatever He will
to do, in imperceptible ways. Thus, Allah so arranged things the
the child through whom Pharaoh had to be emoved from power,
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was bred and brought up in his own house, and he could ni
know whom he was fostering. Who canhen fight God and
frustrate Him by his machinations.

Secondly, Prophethood is not granted to a person amid festiviti
by issuing a proclamaion from the earth and heavens. Yot
wonder how Muhammad (peace be upon himhas been blesse
with prophethood unexpectedly, all of a sudden, but Mosdpeace
be upon him) whom you yourselves acknowledge as jrophet
(Ayat 48) had also become g@rophet unexpectedly, while on a
journey, and nobody had known what event had occurred in th:
desolation at the foot of Mt. Snai. Even Moses(peace be upor
him) himself did not know a moment before what he was going f
be blessed with. He, in fact, had gone to bring piece of the fire
but had returned with the gift of prophethood.

Thirdly, the person from whom Allah wants to take some servici
comes out without ary army and armor and without an apparent
helper or force behind him, yet he puts to rout much stronger ad
better equipped opponents. The contrast that existed between t
strengths of Moses (peace be upon him) and Pheoh was much
more prominent and glaring than that which existed betweel
Muhammad (peace be upon him) and th&uraish; yet the world
knows whohad come out victorious in the end and who had bee
routed.

Fourthly, you refer to Moses again and again and sayiwhy has
Muhammad not been giventhesame whi ch was ¢
l.e. miracles of the staff, the shining hand, etc. as if to suggest ti
you would readily believe only if you were shown the kind of th
miracles that were shown by Moseqpeace be uponhim) to
Pharaoh. But do you know what sort of response was made |
those who were shown those miracles? They had not believed e
after seeng the miracles, and had only saidiiThis is magi®, for
they were involved in stubbornness and hostility to théruth. The
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same malady afflicts you toay. Will you believe onlyif you are
shown the same kind of miracles? Then, do you know what fate
the disbelievers had met even after seeing the miracles? Th
were annihilated by Allah. Do you now wish to meet the sae
doom by asking for the miracles in your obstinacy?

These were the things which were impressed in the mind of eve
listener who heard this story in the pagan environment o
Makkah, for a similar conflict was going on at that time betweer
the Prophet (peace be upon himjand disbelievers ofMakkah as
had already taken place between the Prophet Mosgpeace be
upon him) and Pharaoh before. Ths was the background agains
which the story of the Prophet Moseqpeace be upon him)was
narrated so that a perfe¢ analogy could be establishedn every
detail between the conditions prevailing then in Makkah anc
those existing in the time of the PropheMoses (peace be upor
him). Then, from verse 43 onward the discourse turns to the re
theme.

In the first place, the narration of a two thousand yearold
historical event by the Holy Prophet(peace be upon him)with
such accuracy and detail, is presente as a proof of his
prophethood although he was urettered and the people of his
city and clan knew full well that he had no access to any source
such information as they could point out.

Then the disbelievers of Makkah have been warned and put f
shame for an event that occurred in those very days. Son
Christians had come to Makkah and embraced Islanwhen they
heard the Quran from the Prophet (peace be upon him)Instead
of learning any lesson from this the Makkans were so upset at th
that their leader, Abu Jahl, disgraced those people publicly.

In conclusion, the excuse that the disbelievers put forward forat
believing in the Prophet(peace be upon himhas been dealt with
What they feared was this:ilf we give up the polytheistic creed o
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the Arabs and accept the doctrine offTauhid instead, this will put
an end to our supremacy in the religious, political and economi
fields, which, in turn, will destroy our position of the most
Influential tribe of Arabia and we shall be left with no refuge
anywhere in the lando As this was the real motive of the chiefs c
the Quraish for their antagonism towards thetrut h. Their doubts
and objections were only the pretenses, which they invented
deceive the common peopleAllan has dealt with these fully til
the end of the Surah, considered e&icaspect of these in a wis
manner and offered the remedy for their basic ailment due t
which those people judged théruth and falsehood only from the

viewpoint of their worldly interestsA
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In the nameof Allah,
Most Gracious,
Most Merciful.
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1. Ta. Seen. Mim.

AR

2. These are
revelations of the

manifest Book. 1
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*1 For comparison, seeSurah Al-Baqgarah: Ayats 47-59;
Surah Al-Aaraf. Ayats 100-141; Surah Yunus: Ayats 75-92,
Surah Hud: Ayats 96-109 Surah Bani Israil: Ayats 101-
111, Surah Maryam: Ayats 51-53; Surah Ta-Ha: Ayats 1-
89; Surah Al-Muminun: Ayats 4549, Surah Ash-Shuara:
Ayats 10-68, Surah An-Naml: Ayats 7-14; Surah Al-
Ankabut: Ayats 3940, Surah Al-Mumin: Ayats 23-50;
Surah Az-Zukhruf: Ayats 46-56; Surah Ad-Dukhan: Ayats

17-33; Surah Adh-Dhariyat:

Naziyat: Ayats 15-22.
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Ayats 3840, Surah An-

3. We recite to you
of the newsof Moses
and Pharaoh with
truth, for a people

who havebelieval. “2
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*2 That Is, nFor the benefit of those who are not obstinat
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and stubborn, for it would be useless to address those wi
not at aILincIined to listepn to youo
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4. Indeed, Pharaoh N P T ANOE ,

’ B & IO BA@H'%&
exalted himself in ra & @ m
the land®and made| U= mBiagh\ /°c@ % i Vi ¢
its people sects, 4 o A W
weakening a group Y tieTea A ~@B ¥V wmym
among them, %A'l_g?k?‘i‘@)\a éiﬁ ‘

slaughteing their

S?HS, tﬁn'd fkeepling %mé3%$@ a i %E\W%
alive their females. g

5 Indeed, he wasof ,BQWE\Q?EA’ = ﬁ@@m{m
those who spread B , :
corruption. BZ % ﬁ%

*3 The words ala fil-ard in the text are comprehensive an
mean that he adopted a rebelbus attitude in the land,
assumed independencand godhead and superiority insteac
of behaving like a servant and a subordinate, and starte
oppressirg his subjects like a tyrannical and haughty ruler.
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*4 That is, he did not rule his subjects with an even han
giving equal rights to all of them, bu he had adopted the
polity of dividing them into groups. He bestowed privieges
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and preferential rights on some to be mde the ruling class
and reduced others to serfs to be oppressed and exploited
Here, ndbody should think that an Islamic government aso
discriminates between its Muslim anddhimmi subjects, and
does not allow them equal rights and privileges in evel
way. This doubt is misplaced because th distinction,
contrary to Pharaonic discrimination, is not based on an
distinction owing to race color, language or class, but o
the distinction of ideology and way of life.In the Islamic
system there Is absolutelyno difference between the lege
rights of the Muslims and thedhimmis The only difference
IS In their political rights, for the simple reason that in an
Ideological state the ruling class can only be the one whi
believes in its basic ideology. Every person who accepts t
iIdeology can ater that class, and anyone who rejects

quits it. Thus, there can be no element of resemblan
between this discrimination and the Pharaonic
discrimination according to which no member of the
oppressed race can evemger the ruling class, under which
the people of the oppressed race do not even enjoyethasic
human rights, not to speak of their poitical and economic
rights. They are even deprived of their right to live anc
survive, and are denied security of any right whatever All

special privilegesand benefits and offices and good things «
life are reserved for the ruling class and for every sth
person who happens to have been born in it.
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*5 The Bible elucidateshis as follows:

NNow there arose up a new king over Egypt, which kne
not Joseph. And he said unto his people, Behold, the peo
of the children of Israel are more and mightier thanwe:
Come on, let us deal wisely with them: lest they multiply
and it come to pass, that, when there falleth out any wa
they join also unto our enemies, and fight against us, and

get them up out of the land. Therefore they did set ove
them task masers to afflict them with their burdens. And
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they built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Ramses
And the Egyptians trade the children of Israel to serve with
rigor; And they made their lives bitter with hard bondage,
In mortar, and in brick, and in all manner of service in the
field: all their service, wherein they made them serve, wa
with rigor. And the king of Egypt spake to the Hebrew
midwives. And he said,when ye do the office of a midwife
to Hebrew women, and see them upon the stools; if iteba
son, then ye shall kill him: but if it be a daughter, then she
shall live.o (Exod. 1: 816).

This shows that after the passing away of the Proph
Joseph (peace be upon him)a nationalist revolution took
place in Egypt, and when the Copts regained peer, the
new nationalist government employed every means
subdue the Israelites. They did notonly humiliate and
disgrace them and took mean services from them, but, ov
and above this, they adopted the policy of reducing the
population, by Kkiling their sons and allowing their
daughters to liveso that their women shoudl gradually pass
Into the Coptsdhands and produce the Coptic instead of th
Israelite race. The Talmud adds that this revolution hac
taken place a little over a hundred years after theleath of
the Prophet Joseph(peace be upon him) According to it,
the new government, in the first instance, deprived th
Israelites of their fertile lands and houses and possessiol
and then removed them from the government jobs an
offices. Even afterthis, whenever the Coptic rulers felt that
the Israelites and their Egyptian coreligionists were
becoming formidable they would disgrace them and emplc
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them in rigorous jobs on little or no wages at all. Ths is the
explanation of the Quranic verse:NHe debased a section ¢
the Egyptian populationo, and of verse 49 ofSurah Al-
Baqgarah: iThey had inflicted a dreadful torment on youo

However, neither the Bible nor the Quran mentions that the
Pharaoh was told by an astrologer that a boy would be bor
among the lIsraelites, who would become a cause ofid
deposition from power. And to meet this danger he has
Issued orders to kill the male children born in the Israelite
homes Or that Pharaoh himself had seen a eeadful dream
and the explanation given was thata son would be borr
among the Israelites, who would cause his downfall. Ot
commentators have taken thidegend from the Talmud and

other Israelite traditions.
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made weak in the

land, and makethem -ﬁ&tﬁ ~Eai
leaders and make r

them the inheritors. ° }?\ﬂ\'G“J:J'A'\"%
*6

upon thosewho were p'?% Y /g RGA” }l\ AP°§IAI -

*6 That is, NMake them leaders and guides of the people
the world.o

6. And giveauthority | *7_ i~ "
to them in the land, @a <€] E 5

"7 and showPharaoh | “® AIB /Acﬁéﬂ_g N
and Haman "® and

their hosts through = & YA Y
them that which B B

axa Lo
they usedto fear. A #“E ok

*7 That Is, iBestow on theminheritance of the lard so that
they should be rulers over ito

AB gwﬁ&-;pm@& hasy @4 7

*8 The Western orientalists have been very critical of this
They say that Haman was a courtier of the Persian Kin
Xerxes, wip reigned hundredsof years after the Prophet
Moses(peace be upon him)from 486 to 465 B.C.put the
Quran has made him a minister of Pharaoh in Egypt. Thi
IS nothing but an instance of sheer prejudice. After all, wha
historical evidencedo these orientalistshave to prove that
there never lived any other person called Haman befor:
Xerxes' courtier Haman? If an orientalist has keen able to
discover, through authentic means, a complete list of all tr

X5 55 b 5 5 35 b 3 3 3b b 0 3 3 3b b 0 b 3 3b 0b 0 00 36 3 0b 0B b 0 3 3 3b 0B 0 3 3b b 0B 06 36 3B b 35 b 06 3 3 3b 0b 0 3 b b xb b b b b b b 0 b

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A



Y Y e e e e e e e o e o o o e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ok

ministers and chiefs and courtiers of the Pharaoh uner
discussion whi® does not contain the name of Hamanhe
should make it public, or publish a phot@opy of it, because
there could be no better or more effective instrument thal
this of the refutation of the Quran.
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7. And We "2 sent z@-lﬁ *95<ac1/k

inspiration to the )
mother of Moses fZ%GC B pfiE

B
that: Suckle him, so K /2" §; ﬁqmq;
when you fear for . 5
him, then cast him| A( , ?%E

into the river and do | | kdghar & /c ¥
not fear, nor grieve. )
Indeed, We &bE"EéZ" xch

shall
return him to you B o i Bagd\ 3k
and shall make hlrlT(l) ‘10 ja o dice
of the messengers.

*9 That a son was born in the same period to an Israeli
parents who was later known by the name of Moses to tl
world, has been omitted. Accalding to the Bible and the
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Talmud, the family descemled from Levi, a son of the
Prophet Jacob (peace be upon him)and the name of the
Prophet Mose® (peace be upon him)father was Amram,
which has beenpronounced as Imran by the Quan. They
already had two children before Moses, the elder
daughter, named Miriam, and the younger her brother,
Aaron. Probably the proclamation that every male child
born in an Israelite home would be killed, had not yet bee
Issued when the Prophet Aaro (peace be upon him)was
born; therefore, he was saved. The third child wa born
when the proclamation was in full force,
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*10 That is, she was not commanded to cast the child int
the river immediately after birth, but to suckle it till she felt
a real danger for it. For instance, if she felt that the secre
had been exposed and the enemies had come to know of
child@ birth through some means, or through som
wretched informer from among the lIsraelites themselves
she should place the child in a boand cast it into the river,
without any hesitation. According to the Bible, the Prophe
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Mosed (peace be upon him)mother kept him hidden for
three months after his birth. The Talmud adds that the
PharaohG government had appointed Egyptian women wh
carried infants into the Israelite homes, and would mak
these babies cry, so as to make any hidden Israelite infar
also cry and be thus discovered. This new method of spyil
worried Mosesdmother and in order to save her childs life,
she cast him into the ver three months after his birth. Up

to this point the version given by thee Books is the same ¢
the Qurands, and the evat of casting the box into the river
has alsobeen described just as the Quan has described it.
In Surah Ta-Ha it has been said: Puthis child in a box and
place the box in the river.(Ayat 39). The same has been sa
by the Bible and the Talmud. According to these, th
Prophet Mose®mother made a basket of reeds and covere
it with slime (tar) and with pitch to make it watertight.

Then she laid the childin it and placed it in the river Nile.
But the mostimportant thing, which the Quran mentions,
has found no mention anywhere in the Israelite traditions,
that is, that the Prophet Moseé mother had done all this
according to an inspration from Allah, and Allah had

already assured her thatby following that device not only
would her child remain safe and secure but the child woul
ultimately be restored to her, and that her child would
become AIIahB Messenger in the future.
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8. Then picked him | @ v OF gLy | « o~ o> o
up the family of yIAM ’ EBL; % gJ W

Pharaoh, that he %a«a‘" ERIE B | 20 o S &

might become for A T m%%ﬁ
them an enemy and |y B AR QA } ¢ o
a grief. "' Indeed, , . m %@
Pharaoh and Haman Ié[qA /AGD Al R 53\ <

and their hosts were /Ebfﬁg I R
sinners.
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*11 This was not their aim, but the ultimate destinyof their
act. They picked up the child through whom they were to b
destroyed in the end.

(@) A
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9. And said | gga’ N . e~ o

Pharaohc‘)sﬁ\qElqu %@MQH%%%J-%E

comfort of the eyes, JHE@BFA2 FO” 1% [

for me and for you. @ ﬁ..A .ﬁ m%@@%@

Do not kill him, & BEU KK

perhapsthat he may | _4 /A RlE*sz%M W@S pﬂsw
be of benefit to us,

or we may adopt him ¢°"d/§r OF e ﬁ%g 9 !‘ E ’VE
sadR DN

asason. ? And they E
did not perceive. >
*12 What one understands from this is briefly so: When the
ark or the basket was carried by the river to the place
where Pharaolts palaces were situated, he servants of
Pharaoh picked it up andtook it before the king and the
gueen. It is just possible that the king and the queen were
that time strolling along the river bank and might have
noticed the basket and ordered it to be picked up. Whe
they saw a child in it, they could easily guess thait
belonged to an Israelite family. For it came from the
qguarters inhabited by the Israelites, whose sons were belil
put to death in those days. It was understood that somebo«
had hidden the child for some timebut when it could not be
hidden any longer, it was cast to the river in the hope that i
might be picked up and rescued from death. With this ir
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view, the most obedient servants submitted that the kin
order the child to be killed forthwith, for it might prove

dangerous for him. But the Pharaolis wife was a womar
and might even be childless. Then it was Bvely child, as
Allah has reminded Moses in Surah TaHa: Ayat 39, thus:
Al had cast on you love from Mysel That is il had made
you such a lovely childhat the beholders could not helgut
love you.0 Therefore, the woman could notkeep their
feelings for him, and said to the king,nDo not kill him, but

let us adopt him. When he grows up in our house as ol
son, he will not know that he was an Israelite: he will rathe
think he is one of Pharaolis own kinsfolk, and he will be
useful for us as against tk Israeliteso

According to the Bible and the Talmud, the woma who
had counseled adoption oMoses was Pharaofs dauwyhter,
but according to the Quran his wife (imraat-u-Firaun).
Obviously, the direct word of Allah is more reliable than
the verbal traditions which were compiled centuries
afterwards. Therefore, it is absoluely needless to translat:
Imraat-u-Firaun as a woman of Pharaots family against
the Arabic idiom and usage only for the sake foseeking
conformity W|th the Israelite tradltlons
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10. And becamethe | g LELS Al YA
heart of the mother _ A B
of Moses distressed %lgb E@%Vlm

It wasalmostas, she A x

would disclose his IR MQA ARE L

(secret)if it wasnot | |28 = % mﬁj
that We had .
strengthened  her A~@B YA |
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heart, that shemight
be of the believers.

11. And she saidto AR A .. 3 2 g,
his sister: Follow e O@BQBT—G’ % % m
him up. So she ~BA 0l TEea Vay:
watched him from Foy ar,EﬂI?B &%q&w
afar, and_ th*ey did *13)\1_3%(3/ & AR 5@%5’65

not perceive. '3

*13 That is, the girl walked along and watched the floating
basketin such a manner that the enemies could not kno
that she had anything to do with the child in it. According
to the Israelite traditions, this sister of the Prophet Mose
(peace be upon himyvas 10 to 12 years old. She followed t
her brother intelligently and cleverly and ascertained thal

he had been plcked the Pharaals, household.
aﬁ 3 "E})QS'ES Hﬂ‘ﬁéﬂu VS}EL,. ﬁ B%iFB "aJ\@I %13

353 lﬁ z:K "I‘IB "wz@wés "@ak Al cd mﬁ%@,@
Et[égo Betar-pes R mmz "> qﬁ:_@i’lﬁ%lf‘mm 6 el
(0% & Gomstrcg ot ody 3 B, ms%@ 3"

12. And We had @ﬁ.o'?%, = h | f
prevented for him ’

foster suckling *1“386(3?”%(3@ ﬁ%

mothers before, " E A B
so she said:Shall | ~E @@ %30T

tell  you of a 4z 2‘F€&|E"Bﬁ

household that will B
bring him up for you = B K ML acl~ g
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and they will be for ‘15 mREER " &y
him well wisher. " *°
*14 That is, nThe child would not take to any nurse whon
the queen would call faor suckling himo

B

st e o oas € ot b i 104814
*15 This shows that the sister did not go and sit back ¢
home when she found that ler brother had reached
Pharaoh& palace, but cleverly hung about the palace f
watch every new evelopment. Then, when sh found that
the child was not taking to any nurse, and the queen wi
anxious to get a nurse who would suit it, the intelligent gir
went straight into the palace, and saidl can tell you the
whereabouts of a nurse, who will bring him up with grea
affection.o Here it should be borne in mind that in olddays
the well-to-do and noble families of these countrie
generlly used to entrust their children to nurses for
bringing up. We know that in the time of the Prophet
(peace be upon himnurses from the sulurbs also used to
visit Makkah from time to time in order to get infants from
the wellto-do families for suckling and nursing on rich
wages. The Prophet(peace be upon him)himsdf was
brought up by Halimah Sadiyah in the desert. The sara
custom was prevalent in Egypt,that is why the Prophet
Mose® (peace be upon him)sister did not say that she
would bring a suitable nurse, but said that she would tell
them of a house whose people would take up t
responsibility of bringing him uga with care and affectia.

qafecg--sfwﬁk& R JohME 8 12 (DR G/Ey*15
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13. So We restored “16 Rra’ yitic it 266 o AR <
him*16 to his mother H B ? %lﬁ"@ﬂm
that might be cooled Jz\i”m ¥ BLCI 3 _wp.. Sﬁ‘m -
her eyes and she e ~4Eé©[3 B 4 %

might not grieve

And that she might. @g A A @E BN M@m@

know that the
promise of Allah is ~@a"} €17, g E|

true. "1’ But most of .
them do not know. )‘@2&‘—*—%

*16 According to the Bible and the Talmud, the child was
named iMose® in Pharaoh& house. It is not a Hebrew bu
a Coptic word, which meansjil drew him out of the watero,
for i |n Coptic mo meart Water and osherescued

AUSHER -G A0 5 hal i) i o i 16
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*17 Another good thing that resulted from this wise devic
by Allah was that the Prophet Moses(peace be upon him
could not become a real prince in Pharah® house, bu
grew up among his own people and became fullaware of
his family and community traditions and his ancestral
religion. Thus, instead of growing up as a member
Pharaoh class and peoplehe arose sentimentally anc
Intellectually as a full-fledged Israelite.

In a Hadith the Prophet (peace be upon himhas said:nHe
who works to earn his livelihood and keeps in view Allafs
goodwill also, has a likeness with th@rophet Mose® (peace
be upon him) mother, who suckled her own son as well ¢
received her wages for the service, tam.That is, although
such a person works to earn a living for his children, sinc
he works honestly with a view to pleasing Gqdand he is
just and upright in his dealings with others, seeks lawfu
provisions for himself and his childrenin the spirit of Godds
worship, he does deserve a reward from Allah even fc
earning his own Avellhood

K e & 6Goyer el - A th i et g Mies @ &0
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14. And when he ey r NN A N
reached hi;NfuII age i Wk% %QL ymm@é
and was established 2 W£1B[‘18lﬁbfd3""% N

"8 We gave him R@&\%ﬁ

al R
o e ) AN
knowledge. "*¥ And & sac g dBE ‘P C
thus do We reward o N
those who do good. A BAB ﬁ"@ age

*18 That is, when he had attained his fullmental and
physical development. In this connection, different ages
the Prophet Moses (peace be upon himhave beer
mentioned in the Jewish traditions. Some sayhe was 18,
others have mentioned20 years and still others 40 year:
According to the New Testament, he was 40 yearsld.
(Acts, 7: 23). But the Quian does not mention any age. Fc
the purpose of the incident being mentioned in the followin
verses, it is enough to know that he had attained his fL
maturity at th at time.
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*19 Hukum implies wisdom, understanding and power of
judgment. IIm is both religious and worldly knowledge. The
Prophet Moses(peace be upon himbecame familiar with
the teachings of his forefathers Prophets Joseph Jacob,
Isaac and Abraham (peace be upon all of them) thragh his
contact with his parents, and with the sciences prevalent
Egypt by virtue of his training as a prince in the kings
palace. Here the gift of Hukm (wisdom) and IIm

(knowledge) does nb refer to the gift of prophethood,
becau® prophethood was bestwed on Moses severalears
afterwards, as iIs mentioned below, and has already be
mentioned inSurah Ash-Shuaraa: Ayat 21.

Regarding his education and training while as a princgthe
New Testament saysfiMoses was learned in all the wisdor
of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words andn deedso
The Talmud says: Moses grew up, a handsome lad, in t
palace of the king: he dressed royally, was honored by tl
people, and seemed in all things of royal lineage. He visit
the land of Gashen daily, observinghe rigor with whi ch his
brethren were treated. Moses urged the king of Egypt tc
grant the men of Goshen one day of rest from the labor, |
each week, and the king acceded to his request. Moses s
nlf you compel them to labor steadily their strength wil fail
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them; for your benefit and profit allow them at least one
day in the week for rest and renewal of strengty, And the
Lord was with Moses, and his fameextended through all
thg land.
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15. And he entered
the city at a time
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when its peoplewere {l‘{)% gﬁ/ a (j
heedless™*® So he ) 1?20 E
found therein two S 'é p

men fighting. This a) Bt~ @nZnﬁng Q@@m&%
one from his own -
caste,and the other Lz?ﬁ@tﬁl 3{"1’5%"7?’ 1%@&% }A‘%
from his enemy. R o A~ A g
Then asked for help a)‘ &@ﬁ ; w
him who was of his| B &ﬂ 13 "CIR™€ [|| - ey
caste against him m A

5 a9 his ﬁhB"|§ﬂU£P é@ﬁk

who was of

enemy. So Moses Rw A T

struck him with his %f}a ;@ny ;Aq @ fﬁ\ "ﬁ/@
fist "2 and finished a THADMIL 7

him off. He said: This %%ﬁ'"an@' B WMQ&%

is from the work of r| e i % v%
Satan. Indeed, he is }~I, B @ﬂ@ ﬁﬁ @A‘
anenemy,amanifest | .,, , o8
misleader. 22 i G A

*20 It might be the early morning, or midday in summe, or
night in winter, when the roads were deserted and ther
was all quiet in the city. The wordsfientered the cityo
iIndicate that the royal palaces were situated outside tr
capital, away from the common population. The words use
are fientered the cityo and not nicame out in the city,
because the Prophet Mosegeace be upon himjived in the
royal palace.
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*21 The word wakazain the original means both giving &

slap and giving a blow. We have adopted@Moses gave :
blowo ort ereasontha ablgwcancaU$de hbut notaslap.

v ~ert 6 agdh GR Siouy nEEE el
uuac?%%s 11 Faw waent 1 Bhyoeo & o o i
A B
*22 One can imagine the state of utter remorse ani
confusion in which the Prophet Mosegpeace be upon him
uttered these words when he saw the Egyptian fall dow
after receiving the blow and breathe his last. He had n
Intention to murder, nor is a blow struck to kill, nor can one
expect that a healthy person would die on receiving a blo\
That i1s why the Prophet Moses(peace be upon him
exclaimed: nThis is the work of Satan! He has made me di
this in order to work some great mschief, so that | am
acaused of killing an Egyptian while defending an Isaelite,
and a violent storm ofanger and indignation is aroused ir
the whole of Egypt not only against me but the whol
Israelite community.o In this connection, the Bible gives
different version from the Quran. It declares the Prophe
Moses(peace be upon himj}o be guilty of willful murder. It
says that when Moses saw an Egyptian and an lIsraell
fighting, 1 H eMoges) looked this way and that way, an
when he saw that there was nanan, He slew the Egyptan,
and hid him in the sando (Exodus 2: 12). The same is th
version of the Talmud also. Now anybody can see how t
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Israelites brand the characters of their elérs with infamy
and how the Qurman exonerates them. The verdict ¢
common sense also is that a wise and discreet person, v
was to become a great Prophet in the future, and who he
to give man a great code of law and justice, could not |
such a blind nationalist that seeing a member of his ow
community fighting with a man of the other community, he
would be soinfuriated that he would kill the other person
willfully. Evidently, it could not be lawful to kill the

Egyptian only for the sake of rescuingan Israelite from his
tyranny
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wronged myself, so
forgive me, then He
forgave him. Indeed,
He is the Oft-
Forgiving, the Most
Merciful. "%

16. He said: ">®* My @ # K o aA;a "TEl B ‘a0
Lord, indeed| have A %@A @ l@@

*23 What the Prophet Moses(peace be upon himmeant

by this prayer was: NO my Lord, forgive this sin of mine,

which you know | have not committed willfully, and ako
cover and concFaI it fron the peopleo

A :
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*24 This has two meanings and both are implied here
Allah pardoned Mose® error as well as concealed his si
from the people so that neither any Egyptian nor any
official of the Egyptian governmen, passed that way at tha
time that he might witness the incident. So, the Prophe
Moses (peace be upon him)got an opportunity to escape
undetect&d from the pace of the occurrence of murder.
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have bestowed favol "9 18| SHOKRC ~ ax < ot <,
upon me, 2> | will | E % W@g
then never be a| ABZ [ﬂlﬁmﬂ ) “ i

17. He said: My K K218 e iR [ A
Lord, for that You e . MAACW@%@

helper  of the 26 3
criminal s.”2°
*25 That is , NThe favor o f from ang

enemies and enabling me to escape unharmed from Egypt
An A A B o R
U Broy o el w0 @, Iceizpd Tduaee B 25
A s A
*26 This pledge of the Prophet Mose¢peace be upon him
IS In very comprehensive words. What he meant by this wz
that he would neither become a helper of an individualnor
of those who perpetrated cruelty and tyranny in the world.
lon Jarir and several other commentators have rightly
understood this to mean that on that very day the Prophe
Moses (peace be upon him)pledgedto sever his relations
with Pharaoh and his government, for it was a tyrannica
government, which had set up a wicked system on GG
earth. He realized that it was no for any honest person tc
continue as a functionary of a tyrannical kingdom anc
become & instrument of increasing its power anc
grandeur.

The Muslim scholars in general have deduced from thi
pledge of the Prophet Mosegpeace be upon him) that a
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believer should completely refrain from helping a tyrant,
whether the tyrant is an individual, or a group, or a
government or a kingdom. Somebody asked Atabin Abi

Rabah (may Allah be pleased with him),the wellknown
follower of the companions,nMy brother is secretary to the
governor of Kufah, under the Umayyids Though he does
not decide the dsputes of the people, the decision
however, ae issued through his pen. He has to continue |
this service because this is his only source of incomeAta
recited this verse, and saidfiYour brother should throw
away his pen: the Provide is Allah.o

Asecretary asked AAmrrl ansd only
responsible for writing down and issuing the judgments:

have nothing to do wih passing them. Istilawful provision
for me?0 He replied, filt is just possible that a sentence c
murder is passed against ainnocent person and it is issue
under your pen; or a persorcs property is confiscatec
unjustly; or somebodyd house is ordered to be pulled dow
and the orders are issued under your pen.Then the said
Imam recited this verse, hearing which the secretg said,
NAfter this day my pen will not be used for issuing
judgments of the Umayyidso The Imam said, n"Then Allah
also will not deprive you of your daily breado

Abdur Rehman bin Muslim had only asked Dahhak to go t«
Bukhara and distribute the salaries ¢ the officials there,
but he declined even this. When his friends said there wi
nothing wrong in it, he replied, il do not want to be a
helper of the unjust in any wayo

All of Imam Abu Hanifah G authentic biographers including

Al-Muwalffaq al-Makki, | bn al-Bazzaz alKarvari, Mulla Ali
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Qari, etc. have related that Hasan bin Qahtubah, the
commanderin-chief of Mansur, had tendered Is
resignation only on his instrugion, saying, f\Whatever |
have done to support your kingdom until today, is enoug
for me if it was in the cause of Allah, but if it was foi
Injustice and tyranny, then | do not want to add to my
crlme In my book of conducto
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had sought his help 0% nipeé

the day before,cried 15 R &D/hz ﬁ:}/v)l’a ﬂ ﬂmm

out to him. Moses S z ~ ) =
A

saidto him: You are 2| 3’?/ @ s A MM@

Elice

certainly a plain — A
misguided man. 2’ W5 GHC

*27 That Is, iYou seem to be a quarrelsome maryou have
a new&uarrel daily with one or the other persono

o8 o8y &0 Wil B oatéherinre 3%@}!10! v D45 07
NPk b BK HCy # I
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19. Then when he| agg 'BAl/3 N
iIntended that he . ﬁl:Wr :3 %

. A A _
should seizethe one B § A" }-I, L3|>3 B

who was an enemy o  H e
to both of them, %8 K™ e 1 A

. . *29 - - B .
he said: O q{g@z ﬁPM'z"
Moses, do you A B ..
intend that you Kill PP EN R 2
me as you killed a

A g
soul yesterday. You ~1:ﬁﬂﬁ-]b p@y ¢

' A
do not intend other M. . B
than that you |%q ik e %é

become a tyrant in Eﬁéﬁzﬁ M EEl é‘
the land, and you do A BM
not intend that you B W TEY* &k di
become of the
reformers. A~@

*28 Here, the Biblical vasion is different from the Quranic.
The Bible ;ays that the fight onthe next day was betwee
two Israelites, but according to the Quran this fight also
was between an lIsraelite and an Egyptian. This secol
version seems to be credible, for the manner in which tr
secret of the murder of the first day became known, as
being mentioned below, could be possible only if a memb
of the Coptic community had come to know of the matter
An Israelite knowledge of it could not be so @acherous:
he could not have gone to inform the Pharaonic governmel
of such a heinous crime ommitted by the prince, who was ¢
great supporter of hisown community.
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*29 The one who cried out was the same Israelite whom tl
Prophet Moses(peace be upon himwanted to help against
the enemy. Whenafter scolding and rebuking him, he
turned to assaultthe Egyptian, the Israelite thought that
Moses (peace be upon him)was going to strike him;
therefore, he raised a hue and cry and disclosed the sec
of thegorewous days murder by this own foIIy

6> I3 e zﬁ%tﬁ“aeea L[||©RAL>©‘E&'“¢0'G g 29
@1 & e Bggipe s Fhee 60 5 R g8 &
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20. And a man . E@I‘P@y || R FnO o ..
came from the a0 QEFIE WQ@’@\@?Q
farthest part of the ~— KH® °" "Gk .

city, ® running. He | ¢ /DLM. (¥ )@Z A x@@@&%
said: O  Moses,
indeed, the chiefs 'm~ /E( @@Z‘FE

take counsel about )@Iﬂ e £

you to kill you, so

escapelndeed,| am T @ % KiEB §~@ ' o
to you of those who |
give sincere advice. B )’ﬁ‘

*30 This happened when in tle second dags fight, the
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secret of the murder became known and the Egyptia
Informed the authorities about the (&ase accordingly.

eMB A tﬁi@A%m_js vopss KYE{ R g-ak % mcs 4§30

21. So he escape ﬁﬁ@f—lﬁ B ﬁdfﬁ
from there, fearing,

vigilant. Hesaid: My | #K tﬁaAia Leg&
Lord, save mefrom

. A
the wrongdoing | A® Bi}rféak % I®
people.

22. And when he aA1/3 +/RQ@ |
turned his face < g « 38 @

toward Midian. 3! [é_aA% "33331 D
He said: It may be .M -
that my Lord will bier &2 s # W
guide me to the 32 B
right way. 32

*31 Both the Bible and the Quian agree that after leaving
Egypt, the Prophet Moseg(peace be upon himhad gone to
live in Madyan (Midian). But the Talmud tells the absurd
story that Moses fled to Ethiopia and became a gre:
favorite with the king there. After the kings death the
people made Moses their king and leader and gave him tl
widow of the king for a wife, but during the 40 years of his
reign there he never had intercourse with his African wife
Then the queen of Ethiopia, who was a wife to Mosépeace
be upon him) in name only, said to the peopleiWhy should
this stranger continue to rule over yo® He has nevel
worshiped the gods of Ethiopiado At this the people of
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Ethiopia deposed him and made him many rich present
and dismissed him with great honors. Then he came -
Midian and met with the events being mentioned below. A
this time he was 67 yearsid.

A clear proof of this storyG being absurd is that according
to it Assyria (northern Iraq) in those days was undel
Ethiopia, and the Prophet Moses(peacebe upon him)and
the Ethiopian king, his predecessor, had led militan
campaigns to crush the Asyrian revolts. Now anybody whc
has a little acquaintance with the history and geography ca
have a look at the map and ee things for himself. Assyria
could be under Ethiopian domination and have bee
attacked by the Ethiopian army only in case Egypt an
Palestine and Syria had been under its subjugation, or tr
whole of Arabia under its sway, or, at least the Ethiopial
navy so powerful as to have onguered Iraq across the
Indian ocean and the Persian Gulf. History, however, doe
not support the view that the Ethiopians ever held sway
over these countries, or their naval force was ever
powerful. This indicates how imperect was the Israeliteé
knowledge of their own history, and how the Qurar
corrects their errors and presents the true facts in thei
pure form. Nevertheless, the Christian and the Jewis
orientalists are never ahamed of asserting that the Quan
has plaglarlzed the Israelite traditions for Its narratives.
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*32 The right path: The path that may take me to Midian
safelyo It should be borne in mind that Midian in those
days was outside Pharaofs empire. Egypt did not have
control over the whole of the Sinai Peninsula but only on it
western and southern parts. The Midianites who inhabitec
the eastern andwestern coasts of the Gulf oAgabah were
free from Egyptian influence and authority. That is why the
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Prophet Moses(peace be upon himhad headed for Midian
after leaving Egypt, because that was the nearestefe and
Inhabited land. But to reach Midian he had to pass throug!
Egyptian territories; avoiding the Egyptian police anc
military posts on the way. That is why he prayed to God t
put him on the right track which should take him to Midian

safely.
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23. And when he = @¥ (H¢ZEQ
arrived at the water
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of Midian, "33 he
found there a group
of men, watering
(their flocks). And
he found apart from
them two women
keeping back (their
flocks). He said:
What is the matter
with you. The two
said: We do not give
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to drink until the ( B @Hdy,) 2 = Ah A
shepherdstake back | _ W
(their flocks). And 9008 inNdz

our father is a very 34 |ai
old man. "34

*33 This place where the Prophet Mosegpeace be upor
him) had arrived was situated, according to the Arak
tradition, on the western coast of the Gtilof Agabah, afew
miles to the north of Magna. Today it is called AFBid, and
IS a small habtation. | visited this place in December, 1952
when | was traveling from Tabuk to Agabah. The natives
told me that, as they had heard from their elders, Midiar
was situated there. From Josephus to Burton, all anciel
and modern explorers and geographershave generaly
confirmed this very place as the location of ancient Midiar
Nearby there is the place now called MaghaiShuaib or
Magharat Shuaib. There are someThamudic monuments
here. A mile or so avay, There are some ancient ruins
where we saw two dy wells, one of which was said to be th
well where the Prophet Moses (peace be upon him) hi
watered the goats. The gae has been related by Abu Fid:
In Tagvim al-Buldan and Yaqut in Mujam al-Buldan, on
the authority of Abu Zaid Ansari; that the natives point to
the same well there as the well of Mosefpeace be upor
him). This indicates that the tradition is being handed dowi
since centuries among the people, dntherefore, it can be
confidently asserted that this is the same place which he
been mentoned in the Quran.
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*34 That Is, we are women: it is not possible for us to wate
our animals by resisting these shepherds. Our father is &c
old to perform this rigorous duty. There is no othermale
member in the house either. Therefore we, the womeolk,
have to come out to perform these chores, and until all tr
shepherds have watered their animals and left, we have
wait.0 This whole meaning was conveyed by the ladies in
brief sentence, which is indicative of their modesty. The
did not want to havea lengthy converstion with a stranger,
but at the same time, they did not like that he should form

wrong impression about their family, thinking how

lethargic were the manfolk who sat back in their homes
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and sent the women to perform outdoor duties.

About the father of these ladies traditions that have
become current among the Muslimsare that he was the
Prophet Shuaib (peace be upon him), but the Quain makes
no allusion to this, although Prophet Shaib (peace be upor
him) is a prominent character of the Quran. If he were
really the father of the ladies, it would have been clearl
mentioned here. No doubt there are some traditions i
which his name has been mentioned, but botlAllama Ibn
Jarir and lbn Kathir concur that none of them has been
authentically reported. That is why great commentators
like Ibn Abbas, Hasan Basri, AbuUbaidah and Said bin
Jubair have relied on the Israelite traditions and mentionec
the same names of this persmge which appear in the
Talmud etc. Evidently, if the name of Shaib had actually
been reported from the Prophet (peace be upon him)these
scholars would not have mentioned any other name.

The Bible menions him as Relel in one place and Jethro ir
another, and says that he was the priest of Midian. In th
Talmudic literature he has been variously called as Rel,
Jethro and Hobab. The presemniday Jewish scholars are o
the view that Jethro was a synonym forfihis excelencyo
and his real name was Reel or Hobab. Similarly, they
differ about the meaning of the word KohenSome regard it
asa synonym of priest and others of prince.

According to the Talmud Reuel used to visit Pharaoh from
time to time before the birth of Prophet Moses (peace be
upon him), and pharaoh relied on his knowledge and goc
counsel and mature opinon. But when the royal council of
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Egypt started consultations for the subduing of the
Israelites and it was decided that their male children b
killed on their birth, he did his best to stop Pharaoh from
enforcing this wrong decision, warned him of & evl
consequences and@ounseéd that if he found the Israelites
unbearable, he should let them go to Canaan, thend of
their forefathers. These words of Ree angered Pharaoh
and he sent himin shame fram his presence. Reel then left
Egypt for his country Midian and settled there evel
afterwards.

As to his religion it is commonly believed that, like the
Prophet Moses(peace be upon him)he was a follower o
Prophet Ibrahamd& (peace be upon him)faith, for just as
the Prophet Mosegqpeace be upon himwasa descendant o
|Isaac, son & Abraham (peace be uporthem), sohe was a
descendant of Midian, son of Abraham. Probablydue to
this relationship he tried to prevent Pharaoh from
persecuting the Israelites and angered him. Nisaburi, th
commentator, writes on the authority of Hasan Basri: iiHe
was a Muslim: he had embracedhe religion of the Prophet
Shuaib (peace be upon him).The Talmud says that he
publicly condemned the idolworship of the Midianites as a
folly. Due to this the people of Midian had turne&l his
opponents
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24. So he waered
(the flocks) for
them. Then he

turned asideinto the
shade,then he said:
My Lord, indeed,
whatever you send
down for me of
good,| am needy.
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25. Then there came
to him one of the
two, walking with
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shyness.*> Shesaid: |y ggepd® %5 nika (
Indeed, my father B B B
calls you that he Kk Qi |USEES kn
may reward you AAB __E
with a payment for &K vael o (i

having watered for 36 B
us. °® Then, when REAZ X % K Nde>

he caneto him and | a a3gAR B @B |
narrated to him the A
story. He said: Do &¥¢e 1 318 "ﬁl@&

not fear. You have B . A 2
escaped from a BNI"I?E{yiﬁ AN

people who are ﬂi’o&a

wrongdoers.

*35 Umar (may Allah be pleases with him)has explained
this sentence, thusniShe came walking modstly, with her
face covered with apart of her outer garment, unlike those
Immodest women, who go about whereverhey like, and
enter wherever they like without any hesitationdo Several
traditions bearing on this subject have been reported b
Said bin Mansur, Ibn Jarir, Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn al-
Mundhir from Umar (may Allah be pleases with him
through authentic chains of authorities. This shows that th
Islamic concept of modesty which the companions of the
Prophet (peace be upon him)had understood from the
Quran and the teaching and traning of the Prophet(peace
be upon him), was absolutely opposed t&eeping the fce
exposed toothers and moving about immodestlyoutside the
house. Umar(may Allah be pleases with him)has clearly
regarded covering of the face as a symbol of modesty a
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exposing it to other men as an iImmodesty an
shamelessness.
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*36 She said this also out of modesty, for she had to give
sound reason for her coming to another man all alone
otherwise it was not at all necessary that a gentleme
should have been rewarde if he had rendered some servic
to the helplesswomen in trouble. And then, in spite of
hearing of a reward, the Prophet Moses (peace be upor
him) willingness to follow her forthwith to her house
Indicates the state of extreme helplessness in which loaihd
himself at that time. He had left Egypt emptyhanded and
might have taken at least eight days to reach Midian. H
must be hungy and worn out by journey. And above all, he
must be anxious to find a shelter in the unfamiliar land anc
a sympathetic peson to give him refuge. Under this ven
compulsion, in spite of hearing that he was being called t
be rewarded for a small service he had rendered, tr
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Prophet Moses(peace be upon him)felt no hesitation in
going with the woman. He must have thought thatthe
prayer he had just made to God was being answered |
God Himself. Therefore, he did not think it was right to
turn down the means of hospitality provided by his Lord by
N ur)\necessary show of seﬂespect
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26. Said one of the a >-GB o o 113 2
two: O my father, v £ ® ﬂ; ? %I(ﬁvlgﬁ
hire him. Indeed, = 2@H® kK B K Y @m
the best whom you B _ oz
can hire, Is the ) TR\ AR YAdS
strong, the

trustworthy. "3/

*37 1t is not necessary that the girl said lhis to her father in
his very first meeting with Moses. Most prolably her father
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made the traveler stay with himfor a couple of days, anc
the girl counseled him thus during that time. What she
meant by this counsel was:nFather, you are old, and
therefore, we girls have to go out to perform outdoor duties
We have no brother either, who could take up these chore
You may, therefore, employ this man as a servant: he
strong and will be able to face all kind of rigors, and he is
also trustworthy. He helped us only due to his noble natur:
when he found us standing helless, bu he never raised his
eyes at us
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27. He said: 8 Ry "Eg® & 15 3¢
Indeed, | intend that . A B
| wed to youoneof Yy € BEN |#a&y

thesetwo daughters|
of mine, on that you - o @B g\;A & -

serve me for eight by = B TH "
years, then if you " SRR S

complete ten, so it q?cz, K P Z3
will be from you

And | do not intend. E'*'E% /| @* 0 ;i @mmﬁa\w
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that | put a ¢mue BwW "B oE
difficulty on you. Vza W]i

I ) M
You will find me,if a gl ik x B
Allah willing, among ube
the righteouspeople @By #

*38 It Is also not necessary that the fathershould hawe said
this to Moses (peace be upon him)immediately at the
daughter counsel. One feels that he must have formed ti
opinion after due consideration. He must have thoughtiNo
doubt he is a noble person, but employing a healthy ar
strong young man like him as a servant in a house whel
there are grown up daughters would not be the right thing
When he is a gentle, educated and civilized man of a not
family (as he must have come to know from the sty told
by Moses), why shouldd@ he be keptas a sonin-law in the
house®d After reaching such a decision, he might hav
spoken to Moses at a suitable time.

Here again the Israelites have done a grave injustice to the
llustrious Prophet, greatest benefactor and national herc
The Talmud says,n Mses lived with Reel, and he lookec
with favor upon Ziporah, the daughter of his host, anc
married her.0 Another Jewish tradition related in the
Jewish Encyclopedia is to the effect: When Moses relat
his story to Jethro, the latter understood that he wa the
person at whose hand according to prophecies the
kingdom of Pharaoh was to be destroyed. Therefore,
iImmediately imprisoned Moses so that he should hand hi
over to Pharaoh and get a rewrd. He remained imprisoned
for seven or ten years in a darkunderground cell, but
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JethroGs daughter, Ziporah, whom he had first met at the
well of water, kept visiting him in the cell secretly anc
providing him with food and drink;. They had even decidec
to marry. After seven or ten years Ziporah said to he
father, NYearsago you put a man in the cell and then forgc
him altogether. He should have died by now. But if he is sti
alive, he must be a godly person.Hearing this when Jethro
went to the prism, he found Moses alive and was convince
that he had miracuously remained so. Then he marriec
Ziporah to him.

Have the Western orientalists who are ever on the l&out
for the sources of the Quanic narratives ever cared to se
this manifest difference that exists betveen the Quianic
version and the Israellte tradltlons’?
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28.He said: That (is | Ha (" a)'@ 1463 &
settled) betweenme | A A .
and you. Whichever ﬂ; VERABIK @ /

of ?he two terms_l TBC"D/t@ &@ 11,
fulfill, so there will

be no injustice to AEX EE@M@/UQ‘FA
me. And Allah, over

what we say,is a B4 Gk 3"

witness “° "39a

~

*39 Some people have taken this conversatidmetween the
Prophet Moses(peace be upon himpand the girlés father for
a contract of marriage, and have started the disput
whether service under the father can be looked upon as
dower of the daughters marriage, and whether suc
external conditions can be laid down for the marriage
contract; whereas the words of the verses under discussi
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themselves indicate this was not the cordct of marriage
but the initial proposal that is generally made before the
execuion of the marriage contract itself. After all, how can
this be taken for a contract of marriage when it had not ye
been decided which of the girls was to be given away
marriage. The purport of the conversation was that the
girlG father said, il am prepared to marry one of my
daughters to you provided that you promise that you wil
stay in my house for eight to ten years and help me

performing household chores, for | amold and have no sor
either, who could manage my properties. | have onl
daughteas whom | have to send to perform outdoor dues. |
want you to strengthen me as my would be son ilaw. If
you are willing to accept this responsibility, and do no
Intend to take away your wife soon after marriage, | will
marry one of my daughters to youo The Prophet Moses
(peace be upon him) wasimself in search of a shelter a
that time, so he accepted the proposal. Evidently, it was
sort of contract that had been agreedipon between the twc
parties before the marriage. After this the actual mariage
must have taken place according to the lavand the dower
also settled. There could be no question of including tr
condltg)n of ser%m the marriage bond itself.
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29. Then, when ™, =1 A . g

Moses had fulfiled = W IR GGREY ,@“@
the term, "% and B%‘ gkE ¢/ %] = o0&
taveled with his A eB P &0 98 &G
family, he sawin the © i " Pome | @
direction of Toor a | A_ . @
fire. He said to his| %ré'e Myig nofh A A

family: Stay hee, BLH - k
indeed,| haveseena
fire. "4! Perhaps |
may bring to you
from there some
information, or a
burning wood from

the fire that you may
warm yourselves.

*40 According to Hasan binAli bin Abi Talib (may Allah be
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pleased with them) the Prophet Mosegqpeacebe upon him)
had completed the ten years term instead of theight years.
According to Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him),
this has been related on the authority of the Prophgfpeace
be upon him) himself. He has said,fiMoses (peace be upo
him) completed the term which was more perfectrad more
agreeable to his father inaw, i.e. ten yearso

,»u 1@5“‘:_! gmnf‘@gz lﬁﬁ@g &'AXM;E@X}K)'}CF%MA‘*4O
Bay & OfRe e © wes ) Aen /260er B3 g
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*41 That the direction of the journey was towards Mt.
Toor shows that the Prophet Moseqpeace be upon him
might be traveling to Egypt with his family, for Toor lies on
the way from Midian to Egypt. Probably Prophet Moses
(peace be uporhim) thought that he had stayed away fron
home for ten long years and the Pharaoh in whose reign |
had left Egypt had also died, if he quietly went back ani
stayed with his people, nobody would know it.

The Biblical version of the sequence ofvents is dfferent
from the Qurands. It says that the Prophet Mosegpeace be
upon him) led the flocks (of his father inlaw) to the
backside of the desert, and came to the mountaiof God.
There God spoke to him, and appointed him f
prophethood and commanded him & go to Egypt. Then
Moses went back to Jethro, his father inlaw, took his
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permission and went to Egypt with his family. Contrary to
this, the Quran says that the Prophet Mose§eace be upor
him) left Midian with his family after completing the term
and during this jour ney Allah spoke to him and appointec
him to prophethood.

Both the Bible and the Talmud agree that the Pharaohn
whose house Prophet Mosegeace be upon himhad been
brought up had died during his stay in Midian, and now
another Pharaoh was the klng of Egypt

o &q Py ael g e e wéﬁ 8" Dot R =41
3% fECly 2 (}Eﬁqf%% h“jﬁ?’ A2 B@%'ﬁ&dh}_ﬂa z
etn &) yzrdzv’éauow@é/‘wm mugwé v @S gp%hf‘mf
At caldsiemmRa oF vs ma>aya dq_,E:@ v g1 A
Aab AR 0ol B 6 4

wifer, o § Sl o 616 @R dtoe aimreas| B
A0 a O o ; o mm@M@aBm@@h@y a1 6 A
a AR KD I w;ﬁ/q@ 2 oatmg” AR cA)v?av,A;ﬁE*A
e 6@ B e avcHhin g g B&Em\g'&q_ﬂq_,
JIg6[ q@ g1 Rty sie iewcn R 6\ ovOER agaﬁth_,
T wpsioE. AdR3 /ce Mados o g 20 i Ve 6 o
Ao ﬁnlmﬁmﬁza &0

fwzumm:@ﬂ@ﬁ‘ina e gﬁ%tﬁ“a@@@ﬁssm, <t B

el A iGiacy ¢ cvom e "a%DB 6

X X X X Y X X X 2 Yo X 2 X X e X 5 5o X 5 X 2 0 X 2 e X 5 5o X 50 X 2 0 X 50 5o X 5 X 2 50 X 20 5o X 5 X 5 5 X0 2 X0 X0 5 X0 X0 50 50 50 5 X0 2
%%%%*%%%%%%%%*%%%%%%%*%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%*%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%*%%%%%

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A



Y Y e e e e e e e o e o o o e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ok

X X X X e X X X 2 X X 2 X 2 e X 5 X X0 5 X 2 0 X 2 X0 X 5 5o X 50 X 2 e X 2 5o X 5 X 20 20 X 20 X0 X 5 X 5 50 X0 5 X0 X0 50 X0 50 5 X0 2 5 X 0

30. Then, when
he came to it, he
was calledfrom the
edge of the valley
at the right side*?
In the field which is
blessed *3 from the
tree that: O Moses,
indeed, | am Allah,
the Lord of the
worlds.
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*42 That is, in the ground which was being lit up by Divine

Light.

@)
A B e 0@ g e ) K ds T 42
*43 That Is, on that side of the valley which lay to the righ
of the Prophet Moseqpeace be upon him)B

B fee

eRi @l 3 ~ 4543

31. And that, throw
down your staff.
Then whenhe saw it
writhing as if it was
a shake, he turned
on his back, and did
not return. O Moses,
draw near and do
not fear. Indeed, you
are of those whoare
secure.
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32.Put your hand in
your bosom, it will

A
(¥~ @ty o 2
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come out white, a é‘l‘ilﬁ‘ﬁ!{é E_a'(‘:"y;

without disease. **
And fold back to &y £& @ I'c

you your arm (to 1{6‘ A A
ward off) from fear. | (6 JGF /C); Nga

*45
So these aretwo B@“ @z 18 o

clear signs from

your Lord to Aﬂé a 3E : mﬁ@
Pharaoh and his

chiefs. Indeed, they %—BM ke %

are a disobedient AA
people "6 N> I @ B

*44 These two miracles were shown to & Prophet Moses
(peace be upon him)at that time so that, firstly, he himself
Is fully convinced that the same Being Who is speaking
him is, in fact, the Creator and Maséer and Ruler of the
whole system of the universe and secondly, he should h¢
full satisfaction that he was not going unarmed befor
Pharaoh, to perform the dangerous mission assigned
him, but would go well armed with the two powerful
weapons.
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*45 That is, "Whenever you experience the fear of an
danger, fold back your arm to yourself: this will strengthen
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your heart and will deliver you completely from every
feeling of fear and dreado

The arm probably implies the right arm. The arm can be
folded back in two ways: either by bringing the arm anc
pressing it against the side, or by mssing one hand unde
the armpit of the other. Probably the first way was implied,
for in that case the other person cannot perceive that one
specially doing som order to ward off fear.

The Prophet Moses(peace be upon him)was taught this
device be&ause he was being sent to couwert a tyrannical
government without any army and worldly equipment. He
was going to meet with many a dreadful sitation when a
great Prophet could not also remain safe from fear and
terror. Allah said to him, AiWhenever you fae such a
situation, just do this,and Pharaoh will not be able to shak
your heart in spite of all the power of his nli%hl\t/y kingdomo

mﬁ%@?@r R K /r__,%| i EMyBEc'I:'Bﬁ: i oo BR @B 45
AeB| Breiék /L_E’r ]‘n_‘&c)@ir [AcRi //cuaMlggJ <Bz,n__5 8"
o T Y

}'U~.]¥EC@%3I @,'ﬁidhﬁl[ﬁ’m #%I M[ﬁﬂff'm (i1 7
-6 ﬁﬁl% MG U giigd MOA b Ty ple (I Zgity ¢\~

A M e, . A M
~£3 15ttp BOMUC~ @6/ a3 wdRCH Y %d B TR
N BN Boimge § sic; f2, &y Qs
G- oreg « g TdfET A®) M"%@k3 W0 85T 4 Mo 1
~@ d>2 wﬁ&'klﬁ%g"ﬂ@ﬂ»ﬁ B@A@@ BIRCRJ é‘(c'é[

M _
o BBo/ 3" cEOAR @QCAPA%B Eg@&f&&ﬁ d'&y g&fﬂ)@y ¢

X X X X e X X X 2 Yo X 2 X 2 e X 5 X X 5 X 2 e X 2 5 X 5 X X 50 X 2 e X 5 5o X 5 X 20 20 X 20 X0 X 5 X 5 50 X0 5 X0 X0 50 5 50 5 X0 2 X X 0

X5 55 b 3 5 35 b 3 3 35 b 0 3 3 3 b 0 b 3 3b 0b 0 06 36 3 3b 0B 0 b 3 3 3b 0B 0 3 3b b 0B 06 36 36 3b 35 b 06 3 3 3b 0b 0 3 b b 0b b 0 b b b b 0 b

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A



**ﬁ********ﬁ********ﬁ**ﬁﬁ*%ﬁﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁﬁ*%ﬁﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁ**ﬁﬁ**ﬁ*

X X X X e X X X 2 Yo X 2 X 2 e X 5 5o X 5 X 2 e X 2 X0 X 5 X X 50 X 2 e X 5 5o X 5 X 20 20 X 20 X0 X 5 X 2 50 X0 5 X0 X0 5 X 50 5 X0 2 X X 0

Ao Yl © rBoP , K MLAEL JarT BRI / A Q0T Nen 312
ALER

*46 The words by themseles imply: "Go to Pharaoh with
thesesigns and present yourself as Allats Messenger, an
Invite him and his chiefs to the obedience and worship
Allah, Lord of the worlds.0 That is why his appointment
has not been specified here, though at other places it h
been clearly stated, thusnGo to Pharaoh for he has becom
rebelliousd (Surah Ta-Ha: Ayat 24). And: AWhen your
Lord called Moses, saying:Go forth to the wicked people.
the people of Pharaob .Suré&h Ash-Shuara: A
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ot &l awu_fé‘wa Blﬁo‘@ﬁ 3, r@'%/ @)ﬁ'A"*%
oHkT j el g | W@ ARt GUC v G ES 14 T 3
P ||Bj< mccﬂ?\a. 3%5&;@0 EA3 "BLEE G [ ; el
s @A»I’.lfﬂ.e/@? e Bk e ke urc;tp
M@%M@m 7 1 B8 ot Eddly * Al
on (s ¢ @EER @Byl gk wrn iy R QUERBERON

33. He said: My a %$ IK g8

Lord indeed, I killed
among thema man, ‘ﬂ?ep%/ €5~ F WK
SO I_fear tt\at they al%"l{ IME & &

TE'
A
N

will kill me. “47

%47

*47 It did not mean that he was hesitant to go there becau:
of the fear, but it meant this: AKindly make some 8ch
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arrangement that | am not apprehended on the charge
murder just on arrival even before | may convey to then
Your message, for in that case the very object for which
am being sent will be defeated. The next verse makes i
plain that the Prophet Moses(peace be upon him)by this
submission, did not at all mean to reject the office fc
prophethood and refuse to go before Pharaoh because
the fear.
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34. And my Dbrother | gga Egm@@q
Aaron, he is more
eloquent than me in V@'lf*@“ﬂa T

tongue, so send him
with me as a helper,
confirming me.
Indeed, | fear that
they will deny me.
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35. He said: We will
strengthenyour arm

a Bﬁ?i\lll“lﬂ@é

with your brother, 1K f@( l&ﬁ( 1
and We will give 1'?%0&”;' 2

you both power so
they shall not be

W& E:a &;za)fzo“
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able to reach you,
with Our signs. You
two and those who
follow you will be

the victors. 48

. :Q& Bﬁqand AR R
ik m b Emg o B
“Ba b @l IeD 63

*48 This meding of the Prophet Moses(peace be upor
him) with Allah and the mutual conversation has beel
described in much greater detail in &rah Ta-Ha Ayats &
48. Anyone who comparesthis Quranic verson with the
story given in the Biblewill himself be able to judge which
of the two isa divine revelation andwhich one is the resul
of human story telling. Besides, he will also & able to judge
whether the Quranic version is, God forbid, a plagiarism of
the Bible and Israelite traditions, or that God Himself is
describing the actual event, Who had honored Mosgpeace
be upon him) by calling him up into His Presence.%ee E.N
19 of surah TaHa).
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36. Then whencame

to them Moses with
Our clear signs,they
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pd

said: This is nothing | *4§ g @l 14>
but amagicinvented, A L fA '
“49 and we have not $ :m%%tg'

heard of this among| 5002 g u~g"
our fathers of old. "> )

*49 The words of the text mean nFabricated or forged
magic o If fabricati on is taken to mean falsehood, it wouls
mean, nThe staff's turning into a serpent and the shining 6
the hand is not any real change in the nature of the thin
itself, but a mere illusion, which this man calls a miraclen
order to deceive us And if it is taken to mean a forgery; it
will imply: AThis person has forged something whic
appears to be a staff; but when it is thrown on the grounc
it moves like a snake. As for the hand, én has rubbed
something on it so thatwhen he draws it out of the armpit,
it shines. He himself works these magical tricks but tries t
make us believe that these are miraeb which God has
granted him.o
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*50 The reference is to the teachings which the Proph
Moses(peace be upon himhad presented while conveyin
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this message of Tauhid. The details have been given at ott
places in the Quian. For example, according to Suah An-
Naziyat: Ayats 18-19, he said to PharaohnWill you mind to

purify yourself, that | may guide you to your Lord so that
you may have fear (of Him)® And in Surah Ta Ha: Ayats
47-48, "nWe have come to you withsigns from your Lord,;

peace Is for him who follows theright way. We havebeen
iInformed by revelation that there is punishment for him
who rejects it and turns awayo And: iWe are Messenger:
from your Lord: so let the Israelites go with uso It was
about these things that Pharaoh saidjEven our forefathers
had never heard that there was a Being more powerful tha
Pharaoh of Egypt, Who was authorized to command hintp
punish him, to send a man to his court to convey Hi
Instructions to him, and to warn the king of Egypt to fear
Him. These are strange things which we are hearingpday
from a man like you0
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37.And Moses said:| {fn » W ’Da%ﬁ Ao |
My Lord knows best

of him who came o P Ak i

with guidance from
Him, and him whose 3888 7 @" E@ﬁ":)ﬁ;

will be the abode of B

Herealfter.

Indeed, will not be |51 ?\IEQ(‘A@# Eﬁﬂ:ﬁ

successful the
wrongdoers “°?

*51 That Is, nYou think | am a magician and a forger, but
my Lord is well aware of me. He knows what sort of a ma
IS the person whom He has appointed as messenger; anc
the final judgment rests with Him. If | am a liar, | shall
meet an evil end; and if you are a liar, you should know the
your end will not be good. In any case, the inevitable fact
that the unjust will not attain true success. He, who is not
Allah® messenger but falsely presents himselfsaa
messenger for selfish motives, is also urgt and will not
attain success. And thene who rejects a truemessenger by
false accusations and suppresses theuth by deceit and
fraud, is also unjust and will never attaiB SuUGesso
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38. And Pharaoh
said: O chiefs, | do
not know for you
any god other than
me. >? Sokindle (a
fire) for me, O
Haman, (to bake)
the clay (bricks),
then make for me a
lofty palace that |
may look at the God
of Moses. And
indeed, | think that

heis of the liars. "3
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*52 By this Pharaoh did not, and could not, mean that h
was the creator of his people and the earth and the heavel
for such a thing be uttered only by a madman. Likewise; h
also did not mean that theyhad no other ceity besides himr
for the Egyptians worshiped many gods, and the Pharao
himself had been made the inaaation of the sun god. The
Quran testifies that the Pharaoh himself worshiped man
gods:iThech ef s of Phar a il gos legvee
Moses and his followers free to spread disordan the land,
and to discard you and your deitie®0 (Surah Al-Aaraf:
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Ayat 127) Therefore, inevitably, the Pharaoh had not use
the word fngodo here for himself as a creator and deity, bu
as an absolute and supreme sovagn. What he meant was
this: il am the owner of this land of Egypt: | alone will rule
here: My law will be the law of the land; | alone shall be
accepted as the fountainhead of all commands au
prohibitions here. None else is entitled to give commands
this country. Who is this Moses, whadhas appeared as th
delegate of the Lord of the universe and is conveying orde
to me as though he is the ruler and | am his subordinate:
That is why he addressed his courtiers, thusiO people: Is
not the kingdom of Egypt mine? And are not these canal
flowing beneath me® (Surah Az-Zukhruf. Ayat 51). And
that is why he said to Mosegpeace be upon himpgain and
again, iHave you come to turn us away from the faith o
our forefathers so that you too may dominate over th
land?0 (Surah Yunus: Ayat 78). NO Moses, have you com
to drive us out of our land by the power of your sorcery@
(Surah Ta-Ha: Ayat 57) iil fear he will change your religion,
or cause mischief to appear in the land. Syrah Al-Mumin:
Ayat 26).

If the matter is considered fromthis angle it will become
evident that the position of Pharaoh was no different fron
the position of those states which claim political and leg:
sovereignty independent ofdivine law brought by the
prophets. Whether they accept a king as the fountainhee
of law and commands and prohibitions, or the will of the
nation, in any case as long as they stick to the position th
the country will be ruled by their law and not by the Law of
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Allah and His Messengers, there will be no fundangal
difference between lheir position and that of Pharaoh. It is,
however, a different thing that the ignorant people curs:
Pharaoh but approve these as lawful. A person wh
understands reality will look for the spirit and sense anc
not merely for words and terminology. Pharaoh had use:
the word fgodo for himself but these staes use the tern
sovereigglty In the same senseSée E.N. 21 Surgh Taga).
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*53 This was the same kind of mentality as thi
communists of today are displaying. They launclrockets
and tell the world that they have nd found God anywhere
above.Pharaoh wanted to see God from the top of a towe
This shows that the extent of the imagination of the strayin
people during the past 3,500 years has remained where
was. They have not advanced even an inch. It is not knov

who has told them that the Being Whom the God
worshipers acknowledge as the Laml of the universe,
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resided som&here above acording to their belief. And if
they do not see Him a few thousand feet or a fethousand
miles above the eartlds surface in this imitless universe, it
will be a proof that He exists nowhere.

The Quran does not specify whether Pharaoh actually gt
such a tower built and tried to see God from the top of it
but it only relates what he said. Apparently, he did no
commit the folly. He only meant to befool the people.

This also is not clear whether Pharaoh was, ifact, a
disbeliever in the Beingof the Lord of the universe, or
talked atheism only due to stubbornness. In this regard hi
sayings point to the same mental confusion whicme finds
In the statements of thecommunists. Sometimes he wante
to climb into the sky and come back to tell the world that h¢
had nowhere seen the God of Mosgpeace be upon him)
yet another time hewould say,"\Why were not bracelets of
gold sent down on him, or a company of angels a
attendants™ (Sura Az-Zukhruf: Ayat 53). We are of the
opinion that after the passage othe period of the Prophet
Joseph(peace be upon himjand his successors when Egy;
was dominated by the Coptic nationalismand a political
revolution took place in the country owing to the racial anc
nationalistic prejudice. The new leaders, in thei
nationalistic enthusiasm, also revolted against the Goc
towards Whom the Prophet Joseph(peace be upon him
and his followers, the Isaelites and the Egyptian Muslims,
had been calling the people. They thought that if the
believed in God, they wald never be able to shed the
iInfluence and impact of the civilization brought about by
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the Prophet Joseph (peace be upon him) For if that
civilization remained, they would never be able t
consolidat their political influence. For them belief in God
and Muslim sovereignty were inseparable and inter
dependent. Therefore, to get rid of the one it was necesse
to reject the other, although theycould not root out belief in
One God from the depths of their hearts.
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arrogant, he and his

hosts in the land, Plofb@ @ Beoy
without right.”>* And BB .
they thought that |: B dz B*C? mé

they, to Us,would not ‘55 4 MH
be brought back. >° A E% ]’@EfA

*54 That is, Allah, Lord of the worlds, alone is entitled tc
the right to greatness, but Pharaoh and his hosts assum
greatness when theyattained a little power in a smal
territory on the earth.
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*55 That Is, NThey thought they were answerable to non

and with this assumptionthey started behaving absolutely
independently in their day to day lifeo
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40. So We seize( a3« A CbaA 'zt
him and his hoss, HEZT o

then We threw them aAi,ythy @f‘ZL‘Be‘é[

into the sea. 2%

Then behold how € V5 & @il -2

was the end of the A
wrongdoers )‘EB—E% 4eg

*56 Allah in these words has depicted their worthlessne:
and insignificance as aginst their false pride. Theythought
they were big people, but when the respiteAllah had
granted them to reform, came to an end, they were throwi
Into the sea like rubbish.
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41. And We made 5 ~ = .
them leadersinviting '&é\l_“léa % %M}E
to the fire, " and /°C"i f EJ”)@U B oA A rsn
on the Day Of@};ﬁﬂCXAﬁilJ!EQ#N%QQt%g“&ﬁﬁ;ﬂf
Resurrection  they Y

M
will not be helped. ACB 1k %

*57 That i1s, AThey have set a precedent forthe later
generations as to committing injustices, rejecting theruth
and persistence in their rejection till the last, and using al
sorts of devices to defend falsehood againstettruth. 0 They
showed these ways to the people and have gone to Hell, «
now their descendants are following in their footsteps an
rushing towards the same doom.
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42. And We made » Ava Lep ™ L
to follow them in ¢BIA ]*KJ’LU WBW
this world a curse, T 1 /'m‘&-@% "
and on the Day of Qﬁw m
Resurrection they |~@B ¥g B § ECA
will be among the W

e © *58
despised. 8

*58 The words in the text mean: AOn the Day d
Resurrection they will be among the magbuhino, which has
several meanings: (I) They will stand rejected andepulsed,
(2) they will be wholly deprived of AllahGs mercy; and (3)
they will be severely beaterup and their faces will become
distorted.
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43. And certainly, -govRj 2 R | A%

We gave Moses the d W /@m
Book after what We 3% =& @B # ﬁ[
had destroyed the & AR B Bézkv?

former generations

as clear testimonies ot %\@-- Bzyﬁf’
for the people and

a guidance and a {UAT &% EET L@
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mercy, that they
might get
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*59 That Is, AWhen the former generations met with he
evil consequences of turning away from th teachings of the
Prophets, aand they met the doom that was experiencedyt
Pharaoh and his hosts, then Moses was granted the Book
as to usherin a NgW &a for mankin
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44, And you were ,\
not on the western @ﬁf o - ”’) fﬁA |

side(ofthemount) "0 |4 %,@Q @ M4

whenWe expounded| g g
to Moses the |-x2@ |} CT E f
command, and you

. A
were not among the "\ ~@B e ‘ﬂfﬂlﬂ.

witnesses. °1

*60 AWestern side®: Mount Sinai, which lies to the west o
the Hijaz and on which the Prophet Mosegpeace be upor
hlm) was given the Divine Law.

T 8@ U &8 Mot B mmﬁ "o o %, 60
1 B ey el e e

*61 NThe witnesses: the seventy of the elders of Israel wh
had been summoned along with Moses for the covemato
follow the Law. (SeeSurah Al-Aaraf: Ayat 139).
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45.But We raised up éé%,ﬁl\@ap‘qm &

many generations

then passed over | X% [I" g%z %]HZ

them long time. %4 § E;)?(f\
And youwere nota |B Y B} #l|- |

dweller among the| B & L
people of Midian, @a ‘;E%@PA@Z (

reciting to them Our |~gd |Kg @ 3 )\~&J Nd:

verses. “3But it isWe B
whosert messegers A *ﬁé ?3%

*62 That Is, AYou had no direct means of obtaining this
iInformation. All this is being revealed to you by Allah. That
IS how you have lgen aabled to relate these twahousand
years old events In a mannelas If you were an eyemtnesso
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vMsfﬁMam@. s £ 34 6 m\%ﬂs@ 8 G
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*63 That is, nYou did not exist at the time when the Prophe
Moses (peace be upon him)reached Midian, passed ter
years of his life there,and then left for Egypt. You were not
preaching in the habitations of Midian that which you are
preaching in the streets of Makkah. You are not relating
those events as an eywitness, but because you have be:
given the knowledge of these by Us througtevelatiors.o
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46. And you were |y, ” |
not at the side of the @ rﬁ\

mount whenWe had | T @ & %‘3’7@@
called, but this is a B
mercy from vyour 2 0; f ©f /KUR| :

Lord %4 that you .o AB B,
may warn a people UWﬁ‘-zﬁl« y

has not come to /@@%3 Izq(ﬁg!_,;:f
them any warner B B A
before you "% that gk °&%2 ¢.1"@ %
they might get oo A
admonition. A~ B VAT &%

*64 These things have been presented as a proof of i
Prophet&s (peace be upon him) pphethood. At the time
when these werecued all the chiefs of Makkah and the
common disbelievers were bent upn somehow proving him
as a non prophet, and, God forbid, a false claimant to
prophethood. To help and assist them in their campaigr
there were the Jewsh scholars and the Christian monks
also, who were living in the habitations of the Hijaz
Besides, the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) hi
not appeared &l of a sudden from somewhes and started
reciting the Quran to the people, but he was a residermf
the same city of Makkah, aml no aspect of his life wa
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hidden from the people of his city and clan. That is wh
when these three things were presented like an op
challenge as a proof of hiprophethood, not a single persoil
from Makkah and Hijaz and the entire land of Arabia
could stand up to say the absurd thing which the moder
orientalists say, altrough those people were no lessfficient
In fabricating falsehood than these sealled scholars. Bul
how could they utter an unprofitable lie that could not
survive for a single momet? How could they say, O
Muhammad, you have attained this information from sucrh
and such a Jewish scholar and a Christian monldFor, this
purpose, they could not mention any name in the entir
land. For whatever name they nentioned, it would become
manifest there and then that the Prophet(peace be upor
him) had not obtained any information from him. How
could they say,iO Muhammad, you possess a fullledged
library containing all sorts of books on ancient history and
scierces and literature, from which you take help D
prepare all your discourses® For not to speak of a library,
no one could seize even a scrap of paper from his hot
containing such information. Everyone in Makkah knew
that Muhammad (peace be upon him) wasnlettered and
no one could also say that he had had some translators
his disposal, who supplied him with translations fromr
Hebrew and Assyrian and Greek boks. Then, none of then
could be so shameless as to dare claim that he had obtair
this information during the trade journeys to Syria and
Palestine, for he had not performed those journeys alon
but had traveled in company with trade caravans o
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Makkah. Had somebody made any such assertio
hundreds of living witnesses would have refuted this an
testiflied that he had received no such instruction fron
anyone there. Then, within two years of the Prophetss
(peace be upon him)death, war started between he
Romans and the Muslims. If he had any st of discussion
anywhere in Syria and Palestine withany Christian monk
or Jewish rabbi, the Roman Empire would not have
hesitated to launch a propaganda campaign, saying, th
Muhammad (peace be upon him), God forbid, had learne
everything from them and gone back to Makkah anc
proclaimed himself a Prophet.In short, at that time when
the challenge of the @ran was the knell of the disbelievin(
Quraish and the polytheists and the need of those people
refute it was far greater then of the modern orientalists, n
one could discover any material by which hecould prove
that the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)had
some other means thanrevelation for obtaining that
information .

One should also know that the Quan has not given this
challenge only here, butalso at several other placesan
connection with dfferent stories. After narrating the story
of the Prophet Zacharias(peace be upon himpand Mary, it
was said: iThese are of the iunseem things We are
revealing to you: you were not present there when th
priests of the Temple were casting lots by throwg their
quills to decide whichof them should be the guardian o
Mary: nor were you there with them when they were
arguing about it.0 (Surah Aal-Imran: Ayat 44). At the end
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of the Prophet Joseplds (peace be upon him)story it was
said: NnThis story which We are revealing to you is of thos
things that were not known to you: for you were not with
the brothers (of Joseph), when they had conspired togeth
a plot against Josepho (Surah Yusuf: Ayat 102). Similarly,

after relating the full story of the Prophet Noah (peace be
upon him), it was said:NThese are some of the tidings of th
unseen which We are revealing to you. You did not kno
these before nor did your peopl@ (Surah Hud: Ayat 49).
That, this thing has been reiterated several timesshows
that this was one ofthe main arguments that the Quan
gave to prove its being Allalis Word and the Prophet
(peace be upon himpeing a Messenger of Allah. For ther
was no perceptible means of knowledge available to tf
Prophet (peace be upon himwho was an unlétered person,
apart from revehtion, through which he could narrate sc
accurately the events that had happened hundreds ar
thousands of years in the past. And this was one of tl
Important reasons why the contemporaries of the prophe
(peace be upon him)ere coming to believe, in larger anc
still larger numbers, that he was really a Prophet of Allar
and has received AllahGs revelations. Now one can easi
Imagine how important it must have been for the opponent
of the Islamic movement at that time to met this challenge
and what efforts they must have made to collect argument
and proofs against it. One can also see that if, God forbi
there wasthe slightest weaknessin this challenge, it would
not have been at all difficult for the contemporary peope to
provide evidence for its refutation.
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*65 No prophet had been born especially in Arala after
the Prophets Ishmael and Shaib (peace be upon therm
during the past two thousaml years or so, though teaching
of the Prophets like Moses and Solomon andesus (peac:
be upop em) ;Ed ﬁached the pepple of that land.
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47.And if it may not . o - .
bethat, shouldafflict cH 4T e DIRPE (A g
them a calamity R (BR' Wi e 2 ~ R
becauseof what have B%;A LAl nf; %W‘ ‘@ %
sentbeforetheir own fewew - @ v M
hands, they might WBF 4 | Kidz aﬂ @(%\
say: Our Lord, why yﬁ\m 2 OONILR
did You not sendto 2y &/ iEJ /mz A w
us a messengerthat X R (B 1440
we might have @B&J @ %QBR mﬂ@m
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followed Your |_@B yCo wALR 2 iy

revelations, and .
should have beer

among the believers.
*66

iﬂéﬁﬂ&ﬂi

*66 This very thing has been preserd at several places i
the Quran asthe reason for sending thanessengers, but |
will not be correct to conclude from this that amessenge
should be sent on every occasion avery place fa this
purpose. Aslong as the message of@ophet remains intact
In the world and the means of conveying it to others exis
there i1s no need for a newprophet, unless need arises t
supplement the previous message, or to supplant it by a ne
messa@e, Nevertheless, when the teacigs of the prophets
are forgotten, or become mixed up with errors anc
deviations and can no longer be relied upon as means
guidance, then the people do get a chance to make
excuse that there existed no arrangement veltsoever to
make them aware of the distinction between théruth and
the untruth and guide them to the right way: so they coulc
not be guided aright. To meet such an excusdéllah sends
the prophets in such conditions so that any one who follov
a wrong way after that may himself be heldresponsilde for
his going astray. 5
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48.Then,whenthere | gk adv ¥ =~ -
came to them the whe :;Blz pik Qﬁ&ﬂ%m@
truth from Us, they B g : N ace = A p
said: Why was he FEST O W ﬁz\‘ﬁﬁlﬂﬁ\@(l@ﬂﬁ
not given the like of g &R IBER e~ 1

what was given to p’% ~;9‘A|g K e fLE %\{[@m’ﬁ

Moses. 7 Is it not

that they disbelievel .o\ B g ggn Jj & ,@}@?]E‘

In that which was

given to Moses g %ﬁqz a@e*GS Ay ﬂﬁ-ﬂml ’@\Qﬁ

before. ®® They sad:

Two magics ®° that B[ECy ¢/ CA @ l@ K"‘”m
support each other. a§e B

And they sad: y B 69 | -aBe % W@
Indeed, we are in ,ﬁ 0 @it

each disbelievers.

*67Thatis,n Wh y nbtaMshammad (peace be upon him
been givenall those miracles which had been given to th
Prophet Moses(peace be upon hinf) He also shald have
shown us the miracle of the staff; '8 hand also should hav
shone like the sun; his deniers also should have been stri
with storms and plagues from the earth and heaven; and
also should have brought thencommandments written on

stone tabletso
Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A

X X X X Y X X X 2 Yo X 2 X X e X 5 5o X 5 X X 0 X 2 e X 5 5o X 50 X 2 0 X 2 X X 5 X0 2 50 X 2 5o X 5 X X 50 X0 2 X0 X0 5 X0 X0 50 X 5 5 X0 20
5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 0 X6 0 0 0 0 0 06 5 3 3 5 5 5 5 5 0 06 0 0 0 X 0 0 5 3 3 3 5 5 5 5 0 06 0 0 0 X 0 0 3b 5 5 5 5 5 b b b 0 0 b




Yo e e e A A A e e e e e e e e e i i i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

‘e Bl o 506 " B = 108 A REJRCY A @'[m%m
B 3 @tﬁt'y v Rl /e BREAR e 16~ PRy e > 8
Pycde kBl a11G @CARYR % R K e @
M

&g, ~ B8 @y W
*68 This Is a reply to their objection, which implies:iiThe
disbelievers of Makkah had not believed in Mose@eace be
upon him) either, nor followed his teachings. Thereforehey
had no right to say: Why has the Prophet Muhammac
(peace be upon himnhot been given the same miracles th:

were given to the Prophet Mosegpeace be upon hinfjo
Surah Saba Ayat 31, this saying of the disbelievers ¢

Makkah has been related:nWe shall never believe in this
Quran, nor in any other Book which came before i0

|-7d g QAIM B@‘Aiﬁ R W2, § "A6 tB |A¢§68
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*69 That Is, the Quran and the Torah both. B B
AR JCAKO 4B 69

49. Say: Then bring | g3 o Pl O W\%A ”

a schpture from C&,#j[y ;ﬂ? q:‘ ’ m
Allah which is a O HYiGA 3k (15 g -
better guide than 5B A Av%wﬁwﬁ%

thesetwo that | may | B

follow it, if you are |- ETH G vP-@ ﬁﬁﬁpm
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truthful. ~7° ECE "X

*70 That is, Al have to follow the guidance in any cas¢
provided that it is not forged but is real guidance from God
If you possess aivine Book which gives beter guidance
than the Quran and the Taah, you should produce it: |

Il follow it without any hesitation.c o

) E@ii[/ﬁmwagﬁll@wf@g{aﬂ oy @oww&%m
aAVza b%@@ﬂ@%lﬁ& mc:A'fom m\ at&m kK me‘n
ME Y & GBS "kﬁsﬂéma 82| k9B QQ

50. So if they do| i K# "fA f;z
not respond to you, o Ky

then know that only aBz;Bg rABqE b tyh@]
they follow their

- A
desires. And who 4 §A U EB@"N‘%@

would be more - FABIZ) R |
astray than him who K T o=

follows his desire oot . 3, A
without  guidance Oﬂ\'@%@s‘la'\'@
from Allah. Indeed, é~£AOM i Al

Allah does not guide

the wrong doing )\@zﬁ;ﬁ
people.

51. And certainly, g8

We have conveyel ~@Z% m
over and over again Em A
to them the Word ﬂ @ a

that they might get T~ YA
admonition. !

*71 That is, NAs far as conveying of the admonition i
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concerned, we hae dore full justice to it in the Quran In
the best way. But guidance is attained only by him wh
gives up stubbornness and frees his heart from gjudices
and is inclined to accept thdruth vgllllngly ang, sincerely.o

} EA~@&R|““& uoﬂﬁmfos K| BEES T BB %Lg%?l
O G=gl.c 6o BHIK GRUAU /R 33&@?‘&%"13@
Ayege € ¢ E e

52. Thoseto whom BAY.. »
# ﬂ'@k v’3. 08 >
We had given the = ¢

Scripture before it. /ZA'KE)3 3d eFca "
They,inthis(Quran), ) B )
believe *72 M@ AR

*72 This does not mean that all the people of the Book (tf
Jews and the Christians) dirm faith in it. This, In fact,
contains an allusion to the eventhat occurred during the
period when this Surah was evealed, and was meant to pt
to shame the people of Makkah, as if to sayjYou are
denying and rejecting a blessing that has been sent in yo
own city, whereas the peole from far off places, when they
hear of it, come to recognize its worth and benefit from i
This event has been related by lbn Hisam, Baihaqgi and
others on the authority of Ibn Ishaq, thus: NAfter the
migration to Habash when the news about the Propt's
(peace be upon him)advent and message spread Iin thi
land, a deputation of about twenty Christians came to
Makkah to find out the truth, and they met the Prophet
(peace be upon him)n the Masjid-al-Haram A crowd of the
Quraish also gathered around hem to watch what
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happened. The members of the deputation asked tl
Prophet (peace be upon him)some questions, which h
answered. Then he invited them to accept Islam andecited
some verses of the Quan before them. When they heard the
Quran, tears cane down from their eyes and the)
confirmed its being AllanGe Word and believed in the
Prophet (peace be upon him)When the meeting was ove
and the people left, Abu Jahl and some of his men overtoc
them on the way, and rebuked them severely, sayin
NNever has a more stupid company come here before:
foolish men you were sent here by your people with a vie
to inquiring about this man, but no sooner did you mee
him,you gave up VY olhase gentler pedpl
answered, NPeace be to you! We have nwish to enter an
argument with you: you are responsible for your faith and
we are for ours: we cannot afford to deprive ourselve:
knowingly Bf goodnesgy (See E.N.éLZBSurah h-Shuara).
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(Quran) is recited to M E
them, they say: We  |&@" 1 2\lg~d§91]
believadin it. I ndeed, B % @
it is the truth from K Mdwi| Sy

our Lord . Indeed we g»BIRy @ A2
were, even before I,

thosewho surrender. *73>\/",’2{A'd_a"%a 8"
%73

*73 That is, NEven before this we were Rlievers in the
Prophets and thedivine Books. Therefore, we had no othe
faith than Islam and we have believed in that Book toc
which this Prophet has bought from Allah. Thus, no
change ha occurred in our religion: we were Muslims
before even as we are Muslims now.
This saying clearly indicates that Islam is not the name
the faith brought by the Prophet Muhammad (peace b
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upon him) and the term Muslim is notonly applicable to his
followers, but Islam has bea the faith of all the prophets
since tre very beginning and their followers were Muslims
In every age. These Muslims became disbelievers only wr
they refused to acknowledge a trueprophet who came
afterwards. But no interruption occurred in the Islam of
those people who bleeved in the former prophet and also
affrmed faith in the prophet who succeeded him. The
continued to be Muslims as they had been Muslims before.
It Is strange that even some learned men also have failed
comprehend this fact, andthis clear verse also could not
satisfy them. Allama Suyuti wrote a treatise on the subjec
that the term Muslim was only reserved for the followers ol
the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). Then, as |
further says, when thisverse came before him he was
stunned: he prayed to Godto guide him in the matter. At
last, instead of revising his opinion he stuck to it even mol
firmly and gave several interpretations of the verse, each i
which is more meaningless than the other. For example, ol
of his interpretations is: "We were Muslims evenbefore
thiso means: We intended to become Muslims everefore
the revelation of the Quman, because we had been foreto
by our Scriptures that it would come, and we hadthe
intention that when it came we would accept Islann
Another interpretation is: fnln this sentence, the wordbi-hi
after muslimin is omitted, implying: We believed in the
Quran beforehand, because we expected it would come, &
had believed in it in anticipation. Therefore, we were
Muslims, not becalse we believed in tB Torah and the
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Gospels, but becase we had believed in the Qan as
Allahos Word even before its revelatiordo The third
Interpretation is: nlt had been divinely destined for us tha
we would accept Islam on theadvent of the Prophe (peace
be upon him)and the revelation of the Quman; therefore, we
were Muslims even before thi@m None of these
Interpretations bears any impress thatdivine help had
become available for the right understanding of this verse.
The fact is that the Quran has expressed this fudamental
principle not only here, but also at scores of other place
that the real way of life is only Islam (submission to Allah)
and in God& universe there can be no other way of life tha
this for His creatures. Since the beginning of the creatio
evay Prophet who came for the guidance of mankinc
brought this very way of life: the Prophets themselves hav
always been Muslims, and they impressed upon the
followers also to live as Muslims, and all their followers whi
submitted to the divine command brought by the Prophets,
were also Muslims in every age. Consider the following fe
verses for instance:

(1) Indeed, Islam is the only right wayof life in the sight of
Allah. (Surah Aal-Imran: Ayat 19).

(2) Whoever adopts any other than this way of submsson
(Islam), it will not be accepted from him. Gurah Aal-
Imran: Ayat 85).

(3) My reward is with Allah, and | have been commandec
to believe like a Muslim. (Surah Yunus: Ayat 72).

About Prophet Abraham (peace be upon him)and his
descendants it has beesaid:
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(4) When his Lord said to him,iSurrendero, he promptly
responded,nl have surrendered to the Lord of the universe
(and become a Muslimy. He also enjoined on his childrer
to follow the same way.Jacob (peace be upon himalso did
the same and hs last will to his sons wasnO my children,
Allah has chosen the same way of life for you. Henc
remain Muslims up to your last breatho Were you present
at the time when Jacob (peace be upon him)was on the
point of death? He asked Is children, iWhom will you
worship after me? They all answered,nWe will worship
the same One Allah Whom you, your forefathers Abraham
Ishmael and Isaac(peace be upon thempcknowledged as
their Allah and to Him we all surrender as Muslims.0
(Surah Al-Bagarah: Ayat 133)

(5) Abraham (peace be upon himas neither a Jewnor a
Christian, but he was a Muslim, sound in the Faitho (Surah
Aal-lmran: Ayat 67). Prophets Abraham and Ishmael
(peace be upon them)rayed:

(6) Lord, make us Thy Muslims and rase from our
offspring a community which should also be Muslin
(submissive to Thy will). (Surah Al-Bagarah: Ayat 128). In
connection with the story of the Prophet Lot(peace be upor
him) it has been said:

(7) "hWe did not find in it any house of the Muslims excef
oneo Suyrah Adh-Dhariyat. Ayat 36). The Prophet Josepf
(peace be upon himprayed to Allah:

(8) Let me die as a Muslim, and join me with the righteou
In the end. (Surah Yusuf: Ayat 101) Prophet Moses(peace
be upon him)sad to his people:
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(9) O my people, if yu sincerely believe in Allah, put your
trust in Him, if you are Muslims. (Surah Yunus: Ayat 84).
The real religion of the Israelites was not Judaism but Islan
as was known to their friends and foes alike. Thats why
the last words that Pharaoh said whié drowning were:

(10) | have believed that there is no god but the real God
Whom the children of Israel have believed, and | am of th
Muslims.o (Surah Yunus: Ayat 90).

Islam was the Way of life of all the Israeliteprophets:

(11) Indeed, We sent dow the Torah wherein was ugdance
and light: thereby all the prophets, who were Muslims
judged the cases of those who had become JeavsSuyrah
Al-Maidah: Ayat 44).

The same was the Prophet Solomas (peace be upn him)
way of life. So when the queen of S¥ba believed in him,
she said.

(12) | submit myself (as a Muslim) with Solomon(peace be
upon him) to Allah, Lord of the worlds.0 (Surah An-Naml:
Ayat 44).

And the same was the religion of the disciples of tt
Prophet Jesuqpeace beupon him):

(13) And when | inspired the disciples to believe in M and
My Messenger, they saidWe believe and lear witness that
we are Muslimso Sura Al-Maidah: Ayat 111).

In this connection, if somebody expresses the doubtahthe
Arabic words nlslamo and fiMuslimso could not have beer
used Iin different languages and countries, it wouldhot
obviously be ajustified objection. For the real thing is not
the Arabic words but the meaning in which they are used i
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Arabic. In fact, what has been stressedithe abovecited
verses is that the realway of life sent by God was neithe
Christianity , nor Mosaicism, nor Muhammadanism, but to
surrender to the divine commands taught by theprophets
and the scriptures, and whoever adopted tis way anywhere
and at any time in the world, is the follower of the same
universal, eternal and everlasting trueway of life. For those
who have adopted thisway consciously and sincerely, it |
no change of the faith to believe in Jesus after Moses and
Muhammad after Jesuspeace be upon them), but a
natural and logical demand following the same realvay of
life (Islam). Contrary to this, those people who got into th
Prophetsd communities without due understanding or were
born in them, and for whom nationalistic and racial and
tribal prejudices were the religion, became mere Jews (
Christians, and on the advent of the Prophet Muhammau
(peace be upon him) their ignorance was exposed. For
refusing to believe in thelast Prophet of Alah, they not only
refused to remain Muslims in the future but also proved
that they were not iMuslimso even before: they had bee
charmed by the personality of a Prophet or Prophets, o
had taken blind conformlty to thelr forefathers for religion.
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54. Those are the Ma &
A P Vb
people who will be . ® ¥

given their reward ﬁt@B n/'E” BV @&

twice” "“becauseahey
were patient, 7> and @’M@Z WC | EX

they repel with good |, B 7 _M %a (
the evil 7® and from | '& —c

that which We have aBzﬁg) /éhl i fe‘aAa,Ht
provided them, they )
spend. "’ TA~@

*74 That i1s, one reward for affirming faith in the Prophet
Jesus (peace be upon him) and the second for affirmit
faith in Muhammad (peace be upon him). The same thin
has been expressed in theHdadith which Bukhari and
Muslim have related on the authority of Abu Musa Ashari.
He says that the Prophe{peace be upon him}paid: hOne of
the three persons who will get a double reward is he wr
belonged to the people of the Book, had full faith in hi
Prophet and then affirmed faith in Muhammad (peacebe
upon him).o
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*75 That is, NThey will get a double reward for the reasor
that they avoided nationalistic, racial and tribal prejudices
and remained steadfast on the way of truéaith. When, on
the advent of the newprophet, they were confronted by &
hard test, they proved by their camduct that they were not
Christ worshipers but God worshipers: they were no
charmed by Christ's personality but were followers of
Alslamo. That is why when the new Prophet after Chris
brought the same Islam that Christ had brought, they
adopted the way of Islam under his leadership; without an
hesitation, and gave up the way of those wheoemained
stuck 0 Chnistianity. o
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*76 That is, iThey answer evil and falsehood with what i
good and right: they repel injustice and misbief with what
IS just and noble; and they do not pay the other man back |
the same coim
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*77 That is, N"They also make monetary sacrifices in the wa
of the truth. There might also be in it an allusion to this that
those people had traveled from Habash ot Makkah in
search of the truth: they had no material gain in view whel
they undertook a toilsome journey involving a lot of
expenses. When they heard that a man in Makkah ha
made a claim to be a Prophet, they thought it necessary
go and find out the tuth, so that if a prophet had really
been sent by God, they should not be deprived of affning
faith in him and being guided arighto
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55. And when they *78g e B @R EFcQ /
hear vain talk, "’8

they turn away from @ / €bH ~ﬁ el 11 ..

it and say: For us
are our deeds and ~@% K Ndzg ~@£e

for you your deeds. §f g /LE 120K Nd;
Peace beupon you.

B E
We do not seek “AA§@R ANK /LA
those  who are . -
ignorant. AB \@R% 'é“fa Aillee

*78 The reference is to tle fvain talko that Abu Jahl and
his men had with the Christians from Habash, as mentione
In E.N. 72 above.
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