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Np® ZAf8 Al-Ankabut
&1 ARl aE B0

In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

Name
The Surah takes its name from verse 41 in which the wor
Ankabut (Spider) has occurred.
Period of Revelation

Verses 56 to 60 clearly show that this Surah wasvealeda
little before the migration to Habash, and this is supporte(|x
by the internal evidence of the subject matter as well. Son|«
commentators have opined that since it mentions tk|x
hypocrites, and hypocrisy appeared irAl-Madinah, the first
ten verses of this Surah were revealed &l-Madinah and
the rest of it at Makkah; whereas the people whos|r
hypocrisy has been mentioned here are those who h|¥
adopted a hypocritical way of life because they were afrai|}
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of the oppression and extreme physical torture to which th
Muslims were being subjected by the disbeliever
Evidently, this kind of hypocrisy could be there only at
Makkah and not at Al-Madinah. Similarly, some other
commentators, seeing that in this Surah the Muslims hav
been exhorted to migrate, have regarded it as the last Sur:
to be revealed at Makkah, whereas the Muslims ha
migrated to Habash even before their migration toAl-
Madinah. These opinions are not based on any tradition bt
on the internal evidence of the subject matter, and thi
Internal evidence, when considered against the subje
matter of the Surah as a whole, points to the conditior
prevailing in the time of the migration to Habash and not tc
the last stage at Makkah.
Theme and Subject matter

A perusal of the Surah shows that the period of it
revelation was the period of extreme persecution of tr
Muslims in Makkah. The disbelievers were opposing an
fighting Islam tooth and nail and the new converts wers
being subjected to the severest oppression. Such were
conditions when Allah revealed this Surah to strengthen
and encourage the sincere Muslims as well as to put
shame those who were showing weakness of the fal
Besides, the disbelievers of Makkah have been threaten
and warned not to invite for themselves the fate that th
antagonists of thetruth have been experiencing in ever
age.

In this connection, the questions that some young me
answered. For instance, their parents were urging them t
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abandon Muhammad (peace be upon him), and return t
their ancestral religi o n, f or t hey amain
which you have put your faith, regards the rights of the
parents as the uppermost; therefore, listen to what we sa
otherwise you will be working against the dictates of you
own faith.o This has been answered idyat 8.

Similarly, the people of some clans said to the new conve
to Islam, NnLeave the question of punishments, etcto us.
Listen to us and abandon this man. If God seizes you in ti
Hereafter, we will come forward and say, Lord, thes:
people are innocent We had forced them to give up the
faith, therefore, seizeues Thi s has breAyais
12-13.

The stories mentioned in this Surah also impress the sar
point mostly, as If to say,NLook at the Prophets of the past
they were made to suffer great hardships and were treate
cruelly for long periods of time. Then, at last they were
helped by Allah. Therefore, hold fast Allah G succor will
certainly come. But a period of trial and tribulation has to
be undergoneo Besides teaching this lesson to the Muslim
the disbelievers also have been warned, as if to sdyf you
are not being immediately seized by Allah, you should n
form the wrong impression that you will never be seizec
The signs of the doomed nations of the past are before yc
Just see how they met their doom and how Allah succore
the Prophetso

Then the Muslims have beel
you feel that the persecution has become unbearable f
you, you should give up your homes, instead of giving
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your faith: All ahos earth

can worship Allah with the
this, the disbelievers also have been urged to understa
Islam. The realities of Tauhid and the Hereafter have beel
Impressed with rational arguments,shirk has been refuted
and drawing their attention towards the signs in the
universe, they have been told that all these signs confirm tl
teachings that the Prophet (peace be upon him)

presenting before them.
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In thenameof Allah, | A®d TR o@e (g A A
Most Gracious, W%@@

Most Merciful. A2 §GQ0 £

1. Alif. Lam. Mim . @ ﬁa@ﬁ

2. Do people think @ s@w % g> A R SRS
that they will be left o é " %%%M
alone because they || i ée@ EM, VA peit G0 Gt (i
say: We believed, aM%~fA‘ E%ﬂtg %&@w

and they will not be
tested.”? ”H& %

*1 When this thing was said, the conditions prevailing it
Makkah were extremely trying. Whoever accepted Islan
was made a target of tyranny and humiliation anc
persecution. If he was a slave or a poor person, he w
beaten and subjected to unbearable tortureslf he was a
shopkeeper or artisan, he was made to suffer econon
hardships, even starvation If he was a member of al
iInfluential family, his own people would tease and haras
him in different ways and make life difficult for him. This
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had created an atmosphere of fear and fright in Makkah
due to which most people were afraid of believing in th
Prophet (peace be upon him)although they acknowledgec
him to be a true Prophet (peace be upon him)in their
hearts; and some others who believed would lose heart sc
afterwards and would submit and yield to the disbeliever
when they confronted dreadful persecutions. Though thes
trying circumstances could not shakehe determination of
the strong willed companions, naturally they also were
sometimes overwhelmed by an intense feeling of anxie
and distraction. An instance of this is found in the tradition
of Khabbab bin Arat (may Allah be pleased with him)
which has been related by Bukhari, Abu Daud and Nasi
He says,nDuring the time when we had becomdéred of our
persecution by the mushriks, one day | saw the Proph
(peace be upon himksitting in the shade of the wall of the
Kabah. | went up to him and said,O Messengerof Allah,
donot y o u [peaang thig, tis face became re
with feeling and emotion, and he said,The believers whc
have gone before you had been subjected to even gree
persecutions. Some one of them was made to sit in a ditch
the earth and was sawed into two pieces from head to fo
Someonés joints were rubbed with iron combs so as t
withhold him from the faith. By God, this mission will be
accomplished and the time is not far when a person w
travel without apprehension from Sanato Hadramaut and
there will be none but Allah Whom he will fearo

In order to change this state of agitation into forbearance
Allah tells the believers,i [ one can become worthy of Ou
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promises of success in the world and the Hereafter mere
by verbal profession of thefaith, but every claimant to the
faith will have to pass through trials and tribulations so as
to furnish proof of the truth of his claim. Our Paradise is
not so cheap, rither are Our special favors inthe world so
low priced that We should bless you with all these as so«
as you proclaim verbal faith in Us. The trial I1s a
prerequisite for them. You will have to undergo hardships
for Our sake, suffer losses of life and property, fac
dangers, misfortunes and difficulties; you will be tried both
with fear and with greed; you will have to sacrifice
everything that you hold dear for Our pleasure, and bea
every discomfort in Our way. Then only will it become
manifest whether your claim to faith in Us was true or false
This thing has been saicat every such place in the Quan
where the Muslims have been found placed in hardshif
and difficulties and obsessed by fear and consternation. |
the initial stage of life at Al-Madinah, after the migration,
when the Muslims were in great trouble on account c
economic hardships, external dangers and internal villain
of the Jews and the hypocrites, Allah saidiiDo you think
that you will enter Paradise without undergoing such trials
as were experienced by the believers before you? They n
with adversity and affliction and were so shaken by trials
that the Prophet of the time and his followers cried out
when will Allaho s hel p (Theno omb ?they were
comforted with the good tidings:) fiYes, Alland help is
near!o (Surah Al-Bagarah: Ayat 214).

Likewise, when after thebattle of Uhud, the Muslims again
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confronted a period of afflictions, it was said:iDo you think
that you will enter Paradise without undergoing any trial
whereas Allah has not yet tried you to see who among y:
are ready to lay down their lives in His way and who wil
show fortitude for His sakeo (Surah Aal-Imran: Ayat 142).
Almost the same thing has been said iBurah Aal-Imran:

Ayat 179, Surah At-Taubah: Ayat 16 and Surah
Muhammad: Ayat 31. Allah in these verses has impresse
on the Muslims that trial is the touchstone by which the
pure and the impure are judged. The impure is turned asid:
by Allah and the pure is selected so that Allah may honc
them with His favors which the only sincere believers
deserve.
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3. And certainly, o> gé) Hare” st | s .
We testedthose who ' Qﬁmj %ﬂﬂ
were before them.”  @ajapglfi2 % &z <

Thus  Allah  will A iy W%@
certainly know 3 E®fy A Ly?2 oA -
those who are| H @mﬁ . @A mﬂmm
truthful, and He wil AR

certainly know those @ é%

who lie.

*2 That is, this i1s not a newthing which you alone may be
experiencing. The same haslso been happening befor
you. Whoever made a claim to thefaith, he was made tc
pass through trials and tribulations. And when the others
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were not given anything without the trial, you are in no way
any special people that you should be favored and rewarde
merely on verbal professmn of théalth

o v BiP| 3§ Hﬂt~@§kﬂ>\ #ho F K /LAﬁl SJ:QMM%Z
A&mewma E@df’w gE”b‘Bma ) B L EAIR

A2 1&1' ™K Lo tp~rAr E‘EUIEJ/LA‘I&ﬂfA@ (
*3 Literally, filt is necessary that Allah should find outo A
guestion may be askediiWhen Allah already knows the
truth of the truthful and the untruth of the liar, why should
He put the people tothe test for the sake 6 t hhes
answer is: Until a person has manifested his potential ar
capability to do a thing in practical terms, justice requires
that he neither deserves any rewards nor any punishmer
One man, for example, is capable of being trustworthy an
another man of being untrustworthy. Unless both are tried
and one manifests trustworthiness and the other the lack «
It practically, it will not be justice on the part of Allah that
He should reward one for trustworthiness and punish the
other for the lack of it only on the basis of His knowledge ¢
the unseen. Therefore the knowledge Allah alread
possesses about the capabilities of the people and ab
their conduct in the future is not enough to satisfy the
requirements of justice until the people have manifeste
their potentialities in practical ways. Justice with Allah is
not based on the knowledge that a person possesse
tendency to steal and will commit a theft, but on the
knowledge that he has actually committed a theft. Likewise
Allah does not bestow favors and rewards on the basis
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the knowledge that a person has the potential and capabili
to become a great believer and fighter in His way, but o
the basis of the knowledge that the person concerned h
practically proved by deed and action that he is a sincel
believer and a brave fighter in His way. That is why we
have translated the words of the verse agiAllah will surely
mﬂ,ke evidento
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4. Or do they think, | zz;ﬁm &
those who do evil %@ "

deedé*that they can \4; & Ndge= 't
outstrip Us. ™ Evil &7 &) 3n° A2 Eﬂ
Iswhat they judge. A~@§i@

*4  This may refer to all those people who disobey Allais
commands but here particularly it implies those wickec
chiefs of the Quraish, who were in the forefront in their
antagonism to Islam and persecution of theconverts to
Islam, e.g. Walid bin Mughirah, Abu Jahl, Utbah, Shaibah,
Ugbah bin Abi Muait, Hanzalah bin Wall, etc. Here the
context itself requires that after exhorting the Muslims to
patience and fortitude against the trials and tests, thos
people also should be chided and scolded, whwere
persecuting the belleers
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*5 It may also mean:iithat they will escape Our graspo The

words yasbiqunain the original may have two meanings: (1
AWhatever we will (i.e. the success of the mission of O

Messenger) should meet with failure, and whateer they
wish (i.e. to frustrate the mission of Our Messenger) shoul
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be accomplishedp and (2) AWe may want to seize them fo
their excesses and they should be able to escape and get
of Our reach.0
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5. Whoever hopesto a@% @I 469 [@R

meet with Allah.

Then indeed, time ;ﬁ‘ﬁ& Eﬂ%’ﬁcﬁ&'ﬁ

appointed by Allah
is coming.® And He %‘HCB ECk "

iIs the All Hearer,
the All Knower. |7‘d2|é

*6 That is, the case oflite one who does not believe in tr
life Hereafter and thinks he is answerable to none for hi
deeds and there is no accountability whatever, is differen
He may remain heedless and act as he likes, for he v
himself see the consequences when they appear against
expectations. But those who expect that they have to me
their Lord one day and will be rewarded or punished
according to their deeds, should not have th
misunderstanding that the time of death is yefar off. They
should rather think that it is near at hand and the respite
for action is about to come to an end. Therefore, whatewv
they can do for ther well being in the Hereafter, they
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should do. They should not delay selfeform on account of
the baseless belief that they have yet to live a long Jife.
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*7 That is, that God before Whom they will appear to
render their accounts is not uninformed. He hear:
everything and knows every thing, and nothing about ther
IS hidden from Him.
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6. And whoever Tz Wp ¥iT S g o
strives, so only he sz b ¥ ?bﬂa E%WM
strives for himself. @ | Gy @*8% ézx"i‘l § w
Indeed, Allah is free BLG 1RE, gﬁgA WW@

of all needsfrom all

peoples.” YA e f“aﬁﬁw@

*8 The word mujahadahmeans to strugde and exert on@
utmost against an opponent and when the particular
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opponent force is not pointed out, tke word implies an alt
out, many sided struggle. The struggle that a desver has to
make in the world is of this very nature. He has to fight
against Satan, who frightens him every moment of th
possible losseshat they have to incur for the sake of goo
and allures him with the benefits and pleasures of the ev
He has to fight his own self also, which exerts to make hi
the slave of its lusts. He has also to fight all those men, frc
home to the world outside, whose ideology, trends, moralit
customs way of life and social and economic principles ma
be in conflict with his faith. And he has to fight that state
too, which enforces its laws independent of obedience
Allah, and employs its forces to promote evil instead of th
good. This struggle is not of a day or two, but of a lifetime
of every moment of the day and night. And it is not
struggle in one field only but on every front of life. t is
about this that Hasan Basri has saidiniMan exerts in the
way of Allah, even though he may not strike one sword ¢
any time.0
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*9 That is, Allah is not asking youto exert your utmost
because he stands in need of any help from you to establ
His Godhead and keep it established and sustained. But |
Instructs you to enter this conflict because this opens tt
way to your own progress. Through this way onlyyou can
get rid of the evil and follow the way of truth Through this
way alone you can develop the ability ash power to rise as
the standard bearers of goodness in the world and becon

worthy of Allah Gs Paradise in the Hereafter. By waging thi:
war you will not do any favor to Allah but will only be
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7. And thosewho B. M ~ e U b AR
pelieved and did % R OmE R £ JEOK IR ARV
righteous deeds,We & N & N NS
shall surely remove ’Kﬁ o é' 5 %m
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from them their evil %@ .
/ . 239 B “1
deeds,and We shall B ALK

surely reward them tﬂw“%{g]ita 5 B
the best of what vo BB &
they used to do. 0 R 2 2% EU HES

*10 Iman means to believe in and accept sincerely all tho
things to which the Messenger of Allah and this Boo
Invite; and As-salihat are thoserighteous deedswhich are
performed in accordance with the guidance of Allah ant
His Messenger. Theighteous deedof the heart and mind is
that mand thinking and his ideas and his intentions shoul
be right and pure. Therighteous deedof the tongue is that
man should refrain from talking evil things, and whatever
he says should be just and right and trueAnd the righteous
deedof the limbs is that manGs entire life should be spent ir
Allah& worship and in obedience to Hiscommands and
law. Two results of the belief and righteous deeds have be
mentioned: (1) That marts evils will be wiped off; and (2
that he will be rewarded for the best of his deeds bette
than what he will actually deserve.
Wiping off of evils means several things: (1) All kinds o
sins that man might have committed before his affirmatior
of the faith will be pardoned as soon as he believes; (2) t
errors that man might have committed after the affirmation
of the faith due to human weakness, but not because of
rebellious attitude, will be overlooked in view of his goou
deeds; (3) mals self reform will automatically take place
when he adopts a life of belief and righteousnesand most
of his weaknesses will be removed from him.
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The sentencefiwe shall reward them for the best ofwhat
they used to do  ht@osmeanings: (1) Man will be giver
his rewards on the basis of the best of his deeds; and (2)
will be rewarded better and more handsomely than what h
will actually deserve for his deeds. This thing has bee
stated at other places also in the Quan. For instance, in
Surah Al-Anaam: Ayat 160, it has been saidiiHe who will
bring a good deed before Allah, will receive a tenfol
reward for it o, and in Surah AlQasas Ayat 4. iWhoever
brings a good deed, shall have a better reward than that
and in Surah An-Nisa. Ayat 40: nindeed Allah does nof
wrong anyone even by a jot: if one does a good deed,

Increases it manlfoldo
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8. And We have
enjoined upon man
kindness to his
parents. And if they
strive with you to
make you join with
Me that you do not
have about which
any knowledge,then
do not obey them
11 To Me is your
return, then | shall
surely inform you
about what you used

to do. 12
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*12 g)e)BaBzm .

*11 According to Muslim, Tirmidhi, Ahmad, Abu Da ud and
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Nasa, this verse wassent down in respect of Sad bin Abi

Waqgas. He was 18 or 19 years old when he embrac
Islam. When his mother, Hamnah, daughter of Sufyan bir
Umayyah (neice of Abu Sufyan), came to know that her sc
had become a Muslim, she saidil will neither eat nor drink

nor sit in shade unless you disown Muhammad. The right
of the mother are superor even according to Allalis
command. Therefore if you disobey me, you will b
disobeying Allah tooo Saad was perplexed and caméo the
Prophet (peace be upon himjand told this entire story. At
that, this verse was revealed. Possibly other young men w
embraced Islam in the Initial stage at Makkah were als
confronted with similar situations. Therefore, the same
theme has been repeated forcefully in Surah LugmanAyat
15 also.

What the verse means to impress is this: The rights of tr
parents, among the creation of Allah, are to be held as tf
supreme, but even if the parents force a person to ado
shirk, they should not be obeyed. The wordsjAnd if they
strive with you to make you join with Meo imply that a
lesser pressure, or a pressure by either of them, deserves
be set aside much more promptly. The next sentenceQf
which you have no knowledgd a s sisiatsd noteworthy.
This gives a sound reason for not obeying the parents in tr
regard. The parents certainly have the right that the
children should serve them, respect them, and obey them
lawful things. But they do not have the right that one shoule
obey them blindly against oné knowledge of the reality
Therefore, there is no reason why a person should go
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following his parentso religion just because it is their
religion. If the children come to know that their parents are
following a false religion, they should give it up and adog
the right religion, and should not follow the wrong way
whose falsehood has become clear to them even if
parents use every kind of pressure for it. When this is SO |
the case of even the parents, it should be so with every otf
person, too. No one deserves to be followed and obe!
unless one is sure that the person being followed is on t
right path.
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*12 That Is, the relationships of ths world and their
obligations are confined to the world. At last, the parents a
well as the children have to return to their Creator, and
before Him everybody will be held answerableonly on the
basis of his personal responsibility. If the parents hav
misled the children, they will be called to account If the
children have accepted deviation for the sake of the parent
they will be punished. And if the children adopted the right
way, and showed no slackness in rendering the parefl
lawful rig hts either, but the parents illtreated them only for
the reason that they did not join them In their deviation,
they will not be able to escape |,_,?\Ilaﬁ; punishment
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9. And those who
believed and did

righteous deedsWe {
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will  surely admit
them among the MY f\&% =]
righteous.
10. And among ~ﬁ9ﬂ¥@ZE@2 ,
mankind are those . M |
who say: °  We quzcg“aj VAR K13
believed in Allah. B ~
Then, when they | +@ E/%J@Mp,']g
were made to suffer A AL
in the causeof Allah, HEOgeB 2¢ B * A
they considered the ~
persecutian of ‘1? MR LG # "
' B B
mankind as the 1] a9 OHE LA

punishmentof Allah.
14 And if came a
victory from your
Lord, theywill surely
say: Indeed,we were
with you. "** Is not
Allah best aware of
what isin the breasts
of all peoples.
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*13 Though the speaker is a single person, he uses °
plural pronoun and says,ii We
has pointed out asubtle point in it. He says that the
hypocrite always tries to be counted among the believe
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and mentions his faith as though he is also a true beliav
like others. His case is like that of a cowardly soldier wh
accompanies an army to the battlefield where the soldie
have fought well and put the enemy to rout. This cowardl
person might have made no contribution at all, but when h
returns home, he will say,iWe put up a good fight and
routed the enemy @s if he was one of the heroes of ti
battle{jleld.
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*14 That Is, just as one should desist from disbelief and s
due to fear of AllahGs punishment, so did this man desis
from faith and goodness due to fear of persecution by tt
people. When after belief he was confronted with threat
and Imprisonment and harsh treatment from the
disbelievers, he thought that Allalts punishment in Hell
which he will have to suffer after death in consequence
his disbelief, will be no severer than that. Therefore, h
decided that he would suffer the torment of thenext world
at its own time, but should give up faith and rejoin the
disbelievers so that he might save himself from the tormel
of this world and pass an easy life.

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A

X X X X Y X 5 X 2 Yo X 2 X X e X 5 5o X 5 X X 0 X 2 e X 5 5o X 50 X 2 0 X 2 5o X 5 X 2 50 X 2 5o X 5 X 5 50 X0 2 X0 X0 5 X0 X0 50 X0 5 X X0 2
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%



Y Y e e e e e e e o e o o o e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ok

X X X X o X X X 2 X X 2 X 2 e X 5 X X 5 X 2 0 X 20 5o X 5 X X 50 X 2 e X 5 5o X 5 X 20 20 X 20 X X 5 X 5 50 X0 5 X0 X0 5 X 50 5 X0 2 X X 0

IVI

cB @b 6 ¢y s ata@«m’év # 7o & U KdE14
aﬁqﬁcu wes ez 6 vabeig @‘ﬁcmg‘va B«ﬁ
[z8 6 hmzd"%ﬁvﬁrma dilAa %"1@&%&& R Q
[Eﬁausyr%@m% T Do B8 3 ) b B~ @ b
ety B @A 7 e B = o2 Bl @ 7
N EE ©

*15 That is, today he has joined the disbedivers in order to
save his skinand has abandoned the believers for he is n
prepared even to suffer a thorn prick in the cause c
promoting Allah & religion. But when Allah will favor with

success and victory those who are struggling in His cau
with their lives and wealth, this person will come forward to
have his share of the fruits of the victory and will tell the
Muslims, AOur hearts were with you, we used to pray for
your successwe thought very highly of your devotion to
duty and your sacrificeso

Here, one should understand that in case of an unbearak
persecution and loss and extreme fear, one is permitted
disown Islam and save ong life, provided that he remains
firm in his faith with a sincere heart. But there is a bic
difference between the sincere Muslim who disowns Isla
under compulsion in order to save his life and th
opportunist who ideologically believes in Islam as a tru
religion but joins the disbelievers when he sees the dange
and risks. Apparently, they do not seem to be muc
different from each other, but the thing which sets then
apart is this: The sincere Muslim who utters disbelief unde
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compulsion not only remains attached to Islan
ideologically, but practically, his sympathies remain with
Islam and the Muslims; he feels happy over their success
and unhappy at their defeat. Even under compulsion h
tries to avail himself of every opportunity to cooperate witk
the Muslims, and remains on the lookut for a chance to
join his brethren in faith as soon as the grip of the enemie
loosens a little. Contrary to this, when theopportunist finds
that the way of thefaith is difficult to follow and calculates
carefully that the disadvantages of siding with Islen
outweigh the advantages of neining the disbelievers, he
turns away from Islam and the Muslims for the sake o
personal safety and worldly gains, establishes friendsh
with the disbelievers and is prepared to carry out for his
own interests any service for them, which may be utterl
opposed to thefaith and harmful to the Muslims. But at the
same time, he does not close his eyes to the possibility t
Islam also might prosper some time in the future
Therefore, whenever he gets an opportunity to talk to th
Muslims, he acknowledges their ideology and admits h
faith and pays homage to their sacrifices most generous|
so that his verbal admissions might be helpful as and whe
required. In Surah An-Nisa: Ayat 141, this same bargaining
mentality of the hypocrites has been described, thus: Tt
hypocrites are watching you closely to see (how the wir
blows). If victory comes to you from Allah, they will say tc
you, iWere we not with youd And if the disbelievers gain
the upper hand,they will say to them,iWere we not strong
enough to fight against you?Yet we defended you from the

Muslims.o
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11. And will I
know AI\I/:h oo R _@u: I@ Mﬁ

those

who believed, and g Kgayakc a /ymg

He will surely know
the hypocrites. 6 16 EBW%Z

*16 That is, Allah provides ocasions for the trial again and
again so that the faith of the believers and the hypocrisy
the hypocrites become manifest, and whatever is hidden
the hearts becomes exposed. The same thing has been
In Surah Aal-Imran: Ayat 179: fAllah will not leave the
believers in the state in which you happen to be at preser
He will surely separate the pure from the |mpure peopI@
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12. And said those
who disbelieved to
those who believed:
Follow our way, and
we will carry your
sins. 17 And not at
all, they will carry
from  their sins

anything. "8 Indeed,
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they arethe liars.

*17 What they meant to say wasiin the first place, the talk
about life hereafter and Resurrection and accountability i
all meaninglessBut supposing there is another life in whicl
the people will be called to account for their deeds, we tal
the responsibility that we shall take the punishment, etc. o
our own selves. You should, therefore, listen to us and gi
up this new faith and return to your ancestral religion.
According to the traditions several chiefs of the Quraisl
used to counsel thus the people who embraced Islam in t
beginning. So, when Umairmay Allah be pleased with him)
accepted Islam, Abu Sufyan and Harab bin Umayyah bi
Khalaf met him and said these very things
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*18 That Is, it Is not at all possible that a person shoul
take the responsibility for another before Alah, and thus
enable the actual sinner to escape the punishment of his s
for every person will be responsible for his own deeds ther
No bearer of a burden #&all bear the burden of another
(Sura An-Najm: Ayat 38). But if at all it be so, none will
have the nervewhile the blazing Hellis ready to punish the
disbelievers, to say to Allah, only for the sake of honorin
his pledge in the world,fnLord, forgive this person and senc
him to Paradise he had turned apostate on my counseling:
offer myself to suffer the punishment for my own disbeliel
as well as for his in Hello
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13. And they will | . A M
surely carry their e Eﬂi’/ﬁ

own burdens and = Ol i 5 Lo
other burdens along ) BF%:M Kb WWW@
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with  their own || & A flg ~ Z ~n
o 1o Exdtiay
burdens,’® and they e 4 l@ @

will  surely be K /i&B"A,2 @ !ﬁ%
guestioned on the B B ,

day of judgment *” * @& rQR-@
about what they %20
used to invent.”"

*19 That is, though they will not bear the burdens of othes,
they will neither escape bearing a double burden: on
burden of their own selves going astray, and the burden
leading the others astray. This can be understood by ¢
example. A person commits theft and also asks anoth
person to join him. Now If the other person also commit
theft, no judge will let him off only because he ha
committed the offense on someone etsgrompting. He will
In any case be punished for the theft and it will not be fai
according to any law of justice to let him off and punist
Instead of him the first thief who had prompted him to
commit the theft. However, the first thief will suffer
punishment for two offenses: the offense of committin
theft himself and the offense of turning anther person into
a thief alongwith himself. This principle has been stged at
another place in the Quian thusn 8 that they should bear
the full brunt of their own burdens on the Day of
Resurrection together with some of the burdens of thos
whom they are leading astray in their ignorancen (Surah
An-Nahl: Ayat 25) The same principle has been elucidate
by the Prophet (peace be upon him)in this Hadith:
N Wioever invited others to the right path will be granted &
reward equal to the rewards of all those who listened to hir
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and adopted the right path, without diminishing their
rewards in any way. And whoever invited others tc
deviation will earn a sin equal to the sins of all those wh
followed him, without diminishing their sins in any wayo
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*20 AThey used to invend implies all those untruths which
were hidden in this sayng of the disbelievers:iiFollow our
way and we wil bear t he burldf@a, theyl
said this on the basis of two presumptions: (1) The creed
shirk they are following is based on the truth and the
Prophet MuhammadG (peace be upon him)doctrine of
Tauhid is false; therefore, there is nothing wrong if it is
rejected; and (2) there is going to be no Resurrection, ar
the doctrine of the Hereafter which deters a Muslim from
unbelief is baseless. With these presumptions they wotl
counsel a Muslim, sayingiWell, if you think that disbelief
IS really a sin, and there is going to be Resurrection whe
you will be called to account for this sin, then we are read
to take this sin of yours on ourselves You leave it to us anc
give up the religion of Muhammad (peace be upon him
and return to your ancestral religion.0 In this two other
false things were also included: (a) Their belief that
person who commits an offense on someone @
prompting can be exempted from its responsibility, and th
whole responsibility can be assumed by the one who h
prompted the commission of the offense; and (b) their fals
promise that on the Day of Resurrection they will certainly
assume the responsibility for those who might have turne
apostates on their counseling. Forwhen Resurrection will
actually be established, and they will see Hell against the
expectations, they will never be prepared to receive tf
punishment of their own disbelief as well as bear the who
burden of the sins of those others whom thelgad deceivec
and misled in the world.
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14. And indeed, We | . AA
sent Noah to his o.% M@/

people, ** so he _gn e - E@@E
stayed among them
one thousand less ? LBlf] @ L Rhy ¢
fifty years.””> Then| _A .

engulfed them the 9@ %& gﬁ_-szzz
flood while th*cggl 23 )| E’g‘»E:
werewrongdoers.
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*21 For comparison, seeSurah Aal-Imran: Ayats 33-34,
Surah An-Nisa: Ayat 163,Surah Al-Anaam: Ayat 84, Surah
Al-Aaraf: Ayats 59-64, Surah Yuuns: Ayats 71-73, Surah
Hud: Ayats 2548, Surah Al-Anbiyaa: Ayats 76-77, Surah
Al-Muminun: Ayats 23-30, Surah Al-Furgan: Ayat 37,
Surah Ash-Shuara: Ayats 105123, Surah AsSaffat: Ayats
7582, Surah AFQamar: Ayats 9-15, Surah Al-Haqggah:
Ayats 11-12, Surah Nuh: Entire Surah.

One should keep the initial verses of tls Surah in view in
order to understand the relevancy of these stories in th
context. There, on the one hand, it has been said to t
believers,n"\We have put to the test all those believers wr
have passed before yay and, on the other, the wickec
disbelievers have been warned to the effecfiYou should
not have the misunderstanding that you will outstrip Us anc
escape Our grasp It is to impress these two things tha
the%e historicd events ar%belng related here
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*22 This does not mean that the Prophet Noalipeace be
upon him) lived for 950 years, but it means lat after his
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appointment to prophethood till the coming of theflood, he
went on making efforts for 950 years for the reformation o
his wicked people, and he did not lose heart even though
suffered persecutions for such a long time. The same is t
alim of the discourse here. The believers are being tol
AYou have been suffering persecutions and experiencil
stubbornness of your wicked opponents hardly for six year
or so. Just imagine the patience and resolution and firmne:
of Our servant who braved such afflictions and hardship:
continuously for nine and a half centurie

The Quran and the Bible differ about the age of the Prophe
Noah (peace be upon him)The Bible says that he lived fo
950 years. He was 600 years old when til®eod came, anc
lived for another 350 years after theflood. But according to
the Quran, he must have lived for at least a thousand yeal
because 950 years is the time that he spent in preaching
mission after his appointment to prophethood till the
coming of the flood. Evidently, he must have bee
appointed to prophethood after he had attained his
maturity, and must have lived some life after thdlood also.
For some people such a long life is inconceivable. But in tf
world of God strange happenings are not rare. Whereve
one may look one will see extraordinary manifestations ¢
His power. The occurrence of certain events and things in
usual form and manner is no proof that the event or thing
cannot happen in an unusual and extraordinary way. T¢
break these assumptions there exists a long list of unust
events and things that have taken place in every kind
creation in every part of the universe. In particular, the
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person who has a clear concept of Gasl being Al-
Powerful, cannot be involved in the misunderstanding tha
It Is not possible for God, Who is the Creator of life anc
death, to grant a life of a thousand years or so to any ma
The fact is that man of his own will and wish cannot live
even for a moment, but if Allah wills, He can make him live
for as long as, He pleases
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*23 That Is, theflood came when they still persisted in thei
wickedness. Had they desisted from it before the coming
tiAerood Allah would ngt pa %bent this torment on them.
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15. Then We AA PR
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rescued himand the g'A/ 0% YZ Wﬁ@
companions of the | Rua é\ 24 cv N~y
ship, “* and We g A mﬂ
made ita signfor all | "° % a 8 ;ml@g‘ gac,
peoples.?®

*24 That Is, the people who had believed in Noa(peace be
upon him), and who had ben permitted by Allah to board
the Ark. This has been elucidated in Surah HudAyat 40,
thus: nUntil when Our command came to pass andat-
Tannur began to boil up, We said(O Noah), take into Ark a
pair from every species, and embark your own peoplsave

those who have akady been specifically markedand also
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those who have believed: and those who had believed w
Noah (peace be upon himyvere only a fewo
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*25 1t can also mean this: iWe made this dreadful
punishment or this great event asign of warning for the
later generationso But from the way this has beer
mentioned here and in SurabhAl-Qamar, it appears that the
object of warning was the Ark itself, which remained on the
top of the mountain for centuries and continued to reminc
the later generations that aflood of such magnitude hac
once come Iin that land because of which the Ark had rise
up to rest on the mountain. In SurahAl-Qamar: Ayats 13-
15, it has been saidiiAnd We bore Noah upon a thing (Ark)
made of planks and nails, which floated under Our care
This was a vengeance for the sake of him who had be
slighted. And We left that Ark as asign. Then, is there any
who would take admonitior?0

In his commentary on this verse of SurabhAl-Qamar, Ibn
Jarir says on the authority of Qatadah that during the
period of the companions when the Muslims went to th
land of al-Jazirah, they saw the Ark on mount Judi
(according to another tradition, near the habitation of

X X Yo X X X 2 Yo X e X 2 X X 5 X 2 Yo X 5 Yo X 5 X0 2 0 X 5 X X 50 X0 2 o X 5 e X 5 X X 50 X0 5 e X 5 5o X 5 X 2 0 X0 5 X0 X0 50 X 50 5 X0 00
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Bagirwa). In the modern times also news appear from tim
to time Iin the media that expeditions are being sent fti
search out the boat, because something resembling a b
has been sighted many time from iaplanes during flights
over Mount Ararat. (See E.N. 47 ofSurah Al-Aaraf and
E.N. 46 ofSurah Hugl).
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16. And Abraham, 3L&R @ueS égvg
"

26 when he saidto | 4 it @
his people: Worship % B di

Allah and fear Him. &’ A C/ - 3 t@:
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27 That is better for 'A|-
you if you shauld
understand.

*26 For comparison, seesurah Al-Bagarah: Ayats 122-141,
258-260; Surah Aal-Imran: Ayats 64-71; Surah Al-Anaam:
Ayats 71-82; Surah Hud: Ayats 69-83; Surah Ibrahim:
Ayats 35-41; Surah Al-Hijr: Ayats 4560; Surah Maryam:
Ayats 41-50; Surah Al-Anbiyaa: Ayats 51-75; Surah Ash
Shuaraa: Ayats 69104; Surah AsSafftat: Ayats 75113;
Surah Az-Zukhruf. Ayats 26-35; Surah Az-Zariyat: Ayats
24-46.
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*27 That is, nFear disobeying Him and associating other

with Him. o
A_Am . O
AC2 8 SOHGOEB IC=kke 6" gE27

17. In fact, you C&BM%%@F %

worship, other than B B
Allah, idols,andyou |. ga gl / tB'Be |
iInvent a falsehood. }
‘28 |ndeed, those }# y e & r@ N

whom you worship ~M E
other than  Allan G %8181 |-

have no power to &,«l{‘g%'shtﬁ

give you provision, _
so seekfrom Allah a 4 (a"bm' “eny A
provision, and ¢
worship Him, and A % Qi " /| C
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be grateful to Him. |- : f E A\©@& (
To Him you will be ’ M H
brought back. 2 N BR Wy

*28 That is, iYou are not forging idols but a lie. These idol:
are in themselves a lie. Then your beliefs that they are go
and goddesses, or they are incarnation of God, or H
offspring, or His favorites, or intercessors with Him, or that
someone of them is bestower of health, or giver of childre
or jobs, are all lies, which you have invented from your ow
whims and conjecture. The fact is that thg are in no way
more than idols,lifeless, powerless and impotemna.
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*29 In these few sentences the Prophet Abraharpeace be
upon him) has put together allrational arguments against
iIdol worship. There must necessarily be some reason f
making somebody or something a deity. One such reas
can be that somebody should be entitled to being a deity d
to some personal excellence. Another, that he should be i
creator of man, and man should be indebted to him fohis
existence. Third, that he should be responsible for mas
sustenance, his food and other means of life. Fourth, th
man& future should be linked up with his support anc
bounty, and man may be afraid that annoying him woulc
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mean bringing about his own ruin. The Prophet Abraham
(peace be upon him)said that none ofthese four things
favored idol worship, but they all favored and demaiwled
pure God worship. Say 1 n g You Wwaship dgther than
Allah only idolso , he demol i shed th
mere idol could have no excellence to entitle it to be a dei
Then, by s andiyouginventhaafdalsehdod |,
refuted t he s ec dmdhawrngpowss ic
give you provisioo destroyed the t|
s a i do, Himnyou will be brought backdo n@ not to the
idols; therefore, it was not in their power to make or mar
your destiny, but in the power of God alone. Thus, after
complete refutation of shirk, the Prophet Abraham (peace
be upon him)made it clear to them that all the reasons fo
which man could regard somebody as a deity only applie
to Allah, Who alone should be worshiped withou
assomatmg anyone else with him.
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18. And if you deny, a _ J o 2o Ax .
then certainly have Y @gg @I )%ml%@
deniednationsbefore a ¢.~é1@§vw ﬂ;& ok A o .
you. 3% And it is not ) o W@%
upon the Messenger  * U*f-ﬁi &€z oot

except to convey . Arlla ~
clearly. }‘WF%‘Z - U

*30 That is, If you reject my invitation to Tauhid and deny
my message that you have to return to your Lord an
render an account of your deeds, it will not be a new thinc
In the history of mankind many Prophetslike Noah, Hud,
Salih (peace be pon them) have alsobrought the same
teachings, and their peoples denied them likewise. Now y
may judge for yourselves as to whether they harmed tr
Prophets or only themselves.
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they not seen how
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Allah originates the o
creation, then He t’@ﬁ‘(&ﬂg 3idde mm
repeats it. Indeed, &akiﬂ- Evr e

that is for Allah © T g faGene
easy. BN EER

*31 From here to the end ofAyat 23 is a parenthesiswhich
has been interposed in the story of the Prophet Abrahar
(peace be uponhim) and addressed to the disbelievers
Makkah. The relevance of this interposition in the story
which is being related for the admonition of the
disbelievers, is that they were basically involved Iin tw
kinds of deviation: shirk and idol worship, and the denial of
the Hereafter. The first of these has been refuted in th
Prophet Abrahamés (peace be upomim) speech as relate:
above. Now the second is being refuted in thesewf
sentences by Allah Himself.
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*32 That is, On the one hand, countless new thgs come
Into existence from nonexistence, and on the other, simila
new members continue coming into existemcto take the
place of the dying members of every species. The polythei
acknowledged that that was all due to Allats power of
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creation and invention. They never denied Allah being
Creator, just as the polytheists of today do not dc
Therefore, the argument has been based upon what th
themselves acknowledged as a reality, as if to sa@How do
you think that God, Who, according to your own belief,
brings things into existence from nonexistence, anddoes
not create things just once, but goes on bringg into
existence similar things in place of the dying thing
repeatedly in front of your very eyes, will not be able t
raise you back tolife after death?0 (see E.N. 80 of Sural
-NarRI). B
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20. Say: Travel in _ aASEL n

the land then see F“gfz~@ BCZAT BA@“A%J@
how He originated \N@A&"‘H @3[@ m?vvw
the creation, then % M ’ %
Allah  will bring 1A' g" 12 zca’}-z oral: | A 1 R
creation a seconc . @gﬁ? %JQE
time. Indeed, Allah, A ) BiC B M%k
over all things, is %9 @ ® & K
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powerful. "3 “Sa BN

S

*33 That Is, "\When you yourselves are witnessing thing
being created in the first instance g Godds competence an
skill, you should understand it well that recreation shall
also take place by the same competence and skill. Sucl
thing is not beygéld His power nogcan it bed

A iy B8R~ £ AT aEl oA swer cag o /%ﬁ@ﬁr[&a @ B33
A BR g, BEM % BB BB cEWP BERE 0 Ml

21. He punishes R . x e AN 1y
whom He wills, and | | Pelge) 8B, # Wﬁ%

He shows mercy o )ﬁ' Won o) & A T
upon whom He wills. | M HEBI ¥

And to Him you will | .2 Bl w[-; FTE[" |/
be turned back.

22. And you cannot . ) B A
frustrate Him in the }@&a/‘l‘ﬂ B~

earth, nor in the +3f qeny @A L@
heaven.>**And there BA €

is none for you, c@'ff%fp%.%ﬁ
other than Allah, M

any friend, nor a  °° A /dkcy , TeM
helper. "3°

*34 That Is, you cannot escape Allas grasp wherever yot
may flee. Whether you descend into the depths of the ear
or climb into the heights of the sky, you will be
apprehended in any case and brought before your Lorc
The same thing has been said in Surah AtRahman as &
challenge to the jinns and mankind:AO company of jinns
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and men! If you have the power to escape across the bour
cscape. for  reduires a great power Gyat 39).
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should escape Allalis grasp, norare any of your guadians
or patrons or supporters so powerful thatthey should give
you refuge against Allah and save you from Hi
punishment. None in the entire universe can dare rise as
supporter of those who have committecghirk and disbelief
or who have refused to submit beforalivine commands,or
who have dared disobey Allah impudently, and raise
storms of wickedness and mischief on His earthAnd
withhold enforcement of the divine decree of torment, or
have the nerve to say In Go@k court: They are my
followers, therefore, whatever they might lave done shoulc

be forgiven M B 5
o Abofind oz Fhadn g B35

QB T &7 b
wiimr srAh « A% GucRk BrrA@atny (e :
« 0 dikey" B i Wfe- o n of Oy 34 et
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23. And those ~. AA
ca e EEN B @

who denied

revelations of Allah | oy @p o 3"t bB&
and in meeting with

Him, it is they who |J tﬁ~ﬂ| é{@éﬂ@?j
havedespairedof My _ . .
mercy, °° and it is }&-@IC FCr 7.0

they who will havea | |, w1
painful punishment. e, #R%e O

*36 That is, they have no share in My mercy, and the
should entertain no hope whascever of getting any share ol
My mercy. When they denied therevelations of Allah, they
themselves gave up their right to benefit by the promise
Allah has made to the believers. Then, when they ha
denied the Hereafter and do not at all believe that one de
they will have to stand before their God, it only means the
they cherish no hope at all of Allalis pardon and
forgiveness. After this when they will open their eyes in the
Hereafter, against their expectations, and will also see tt
truth of those signs of Allah, which they had denied, there i
no reason why they should expect to receive any share frc
Allah t@ercy M, M
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24. So 3’ there was Al @@3#---- >¢°\37 I (& G
no answer of his| ° TZL #“g}% @%
people except that yﬁ an B, nutlE

theysaid: Kill himor | _ .
burn him. " Then & * g 2 C§NE

Allah savedchim from e *30 a
: ~ >6! g
the fire. =9 Indeed, & &

) A

in that are sure %a l’JB«A‘Bﬁ'G@
signs for a people . A
whobelieve 40 0 @I AL K

*37 From here the discouise again turns to the story of the
Prophet Abraham (peace be uporhim).

| So Eo GBI | BT @08t B1E37

*38 That is, they had no answer to the Prophet Abrahaids
(peace be uporhim) rational arguments. The only answer
they gave wasfiCut off the tongue that talks the truth and
let not the person livewho points out our error and tells us
to give it up.0 The words, fiKill him or burn him o, indicate
that the whole crowd was unanimous that the Prophe
Abraham (peace be uponhim) should be put to death.
However, they differed about the method. Some said that |
should be killed, and others said that he should be burr
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alive, so that no one in future should dare say the sort of tt
thlng he said.
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%%E aaU%i&g g @@vﬁl %@Mﬁﬁﬁm 3 P
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*39 This sentence by itself shows that they had at la
decided to burn the Prophet Abraham(peace be uporhim)
and he was cast into the fire. Here it has only been saidah
Allah saved him from the fire; but in Surah Al-Anbiyaa it
has been elucidated that Allah commandediO fire! Be cool
and become safe for Abrahant (Ayat 69). Evidently, if he
was not at all cast into the fire, thecommand to the fire to
become cool and safe would be meaningless. This pro
that properties of all things are dependent on Allales
command and whenever He pleases He can change
property of anything He likes. Normally fire burns and
every combustible thing catches fire. But this property o
the fire is not of its own acquisition but given by God. Anc
this property has in no way tied up God that Hemay give
no command against it. He is the Master ofhis fire. He can
command it at any time to give up the property of burning.
At any time, He can turn a furnace into a bed of roses. Bt

events contrary to the course of nature occur only rarely t
serve some great purpose or cause. However, the us
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phenomena to which we ag accustomed in our daily live:
cannot be made an argument to say that AdhG power has
been tied up with these, and nothing unusual can take pla
even by Allahds command.
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*40 nindeed, In that are sure signs for a peoplevho
believed. Signs for the believers in this that the Prophe
Abraham (peace be uporhim) did not follow the religion of
his family, community and country but followed the true
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knowledge through which he came to know thashirk is
falsehood andTauhid is the reality. And that he went on
exhorting his people to accept the¢ruth and to desist from
falsehood in spite of their stubbornness and prejudices\nd
that he was even prepared to suffer the horrible
punishment by the fire, but was not prepared to give up th
truth. And that Allah did not even spare the Prophe
Abraham (peace be upon him)His friend, from the trials
and tests And that when the Prophet Abraham (peace be
upon him) got successfully through the tests set by Allal
then did come Allahts succor, and in such a miraculous wa
that the bonfire was turned cool for him
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25.  And *flald he 1 L@Ame -
(Abraham): “*In fact, M B

you havetaken other |2 %"(!ﬁlé a zﬂh'l-'-@
than Allah idols, a o o
meansof love among G ET 4B % u&
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yourselves™ inthe "42 Aggz @ 2K /L_E
life of the world.

Then on the day of T !t%gz o cligl}
resurrection,  will _g |.” 1o g A,
denyamongyoueach - =

other, and will curse ﬁ@!Taﬁi S/LCK bt

among you eact x4 , -
other, “** and your u§ P EKECY ¢ ¢

B H E
abode will be the |"LAj4® K GOV
fire, and you shall M
not haveany helpers. A GA

*41 The Prophet Abraham (peace be upon himmust have
sgid this after his,safg deliverancérom theri|:e.

TR 6 wET @R o % Jgale @pfetial

A@Bl@uc‘;‘ 8 2y
*42 That is, you have built up your collectivelife on the
foundation of idol worship instead of Goaworship. This can
keep you bound together as a nation only to the extent
mundane life. For here In this world people can g together
around any creed, true or false Any kind of agreement and
concord on any belief, however wrong andl conceived, car
become a means of the establishment of mutual friendshig

kinships, brotherhoods, and all other religious, socia
cultural, ecor%omic and political relationships.
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*43 That is, the collective life that you have built on the
false creed in the world cannot endure in e Hereafter.
Only those relationships of love and friendship an
cooperation and kinship and mutual regard and esteem wi
endure there, which have been based on the worship of O
God and virtue and piety in the world. All relationships
founded on disbelief and shirk and deviation will be
severed, and all kinds of love will change into enmity an
hatred. The son and the father, the husband and the wifi
the saint and the disciple, all will curse each other, and ea«
will blame his deviation on the other, and will say,nThis
wicked person ledme astray: he should be given a doubl
punishmento This thing has been stated at several places
the Quran. For example, in SurahAz-Zukhruf, it has been
said: fiFriends on that Day shall become enemies of ol
another, except the righteous dAyat 67). In Surah Al-
Aaraf: NAs each generation will be entering Hell, it will
curse its preceding generation till all generations shall b
gathered together there: then each succeeding generati
will say regarding the preceding one O Lord, these were
the people who led us astray; therefore, give them a douk
chastisement of the Fire dAyat 38). And in Surah Al-
Ahzab:n And t h e yOumLord, we abeyead;our chiefs
and our great men, and they led us astray fnm the right
path. Lord, give them a doable chastisement and curse the
severely QAyats. 67-68).
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26. So believed in A~ 3 e, IR
18 /*C Algn 7 m

him Lot. ** And he %7‘2 * % mw

said: Indeed, | shall B #" 9% @& & " % e

migrate towards my " ) %@%m

Lord. ™° Indeed,|Y = SN f/&t

He isthe All M'ghty, *46}\|l0‘ thI:%I B: éw

the All Wise. “°

*44  The context shows that when the Prophet Abrahar
(peace be upon him)came out of the fire and spoke thi
preceding sentences, only Prophet Ldjpeace be upon him
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from the entire crowd came forward to proclam his belief
and adopt his obedience. It is just possible that many otht
people also on this occasion might have been convinced
the Prophet Abrahamé (peace be upon him)deing a true
prophet, but in view of the violent reaction that had beer
shown openly by the entire community and the governmetr
against AbrahamG faith, no one else could muster u
courage to affirm faith in such a dangerous truth and follow
it. This good fortune fell to the lot of only one man, the
Prophet Lot (peace be upon him) the nephew of the
Prophet Abraham (peace be upon him) who at last
accompanied his uncle and aunt Saraln their migration

also.

Here, the question may arise: Was the Prophet Lofpeace
be upon him)a disbeliever and amushrik before this, and
did he believe only after withessing the miracle of th
Prophet Abraham's (peace be upon himegmerging safe anc
sound from the fire? If it is so, cana person who has been
mushrik be appointed toprophethood? The answer is this:
Here the Quran has used the wordda-amana lahu Lut,
which do not necessarily imply that the Prophet Lot(peace
be upon him) disbelieved in God before this, or associate
other deities with Him. They only show that after this he
confirmed the Prophethood of the Prophet Abraham(peace
be upon him) and adopted his obedience. Possibly tl
Prophet Lot (peace be upon himwas a young boy then ant
this might be the first very occasion when he becan
acquainted with the teachings of his uncle and h
prophethood.

X X X X Y X 5 X 2 Yo X 2 X X e X 5 5o X 5 X X 0 X 2 X X 50 5o X 50 X 2 0 X 5 5o X 5 X 2 50 X 5 5o X 5 X X 5 X0 2 X0 X0 5 X0 X0 50 X0 50 X X0 20
X 5b 55 b 5 5b 35 b 3 3b 3b b b 3 3 3 b 0 0 3b 3b 0b 0B 06 36 3b 3b 35 b b 3 3 3b 0B 06 3 3b b 3b b 36 36 3 35 b 06 3 3 3 0b 0 06 36 b ob b 0 b b b b b b 3f

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A



************************************************
' el o @Bre | B%% I R Qi wﬁ%‘ @R gPA4
Pa B @ Ty & tp~@9k /RO 123 mnﬁK f% &
TOK OO/ ey # gAY E W%w/cézum "NGR E
co® /3 *AB&M. @{% or?u@@rqmﬁ%tﬁ“ &, 8B ¥
aR 40 3 "1 4ks }kmun%% @@@WE o e f®
%;5353 /C@leuwl\tkqlﬂ%lpémc@/m wB e e Bf}e
@B | BRo% i ook @ 2 00ty ¢ 0%, %@w&%
AgHBEGER% 6" icu@& m@/of@gﬁs B 1‘@»@[@ 7y7/om°‘

Q&B’ - L ﬁB"‘I'? "iép @y &%) 3 /Gﬁ’-%‘ﬂolﬂsal B@[Qﬂy ¢BLE
/jﬂwﬂ @r@lﬂ%hﬁ‘a 0 /@»-b[@m@r@n%t@ 9
péBE@A?E?;&‘P %&m Eﬁ»wz‘?\@mﬁ’“&twﬁ[z& & s
gt q@mvﬁ WIOE| B "3 wq%ﬂ 5o B B sk v’ﬂ
m@uﬁwiaﬁ&@r@mm“ 2 8 mwﬁ@@ » 6@ 215"
o i Bl e a\n&\B@!ﬁ % o Bowk tcrhe 6
_EmesE Qi Ca D 1y eiasrd (3R B s |
a 1@ ﬁo‘%rlb@m /céf;ll%@p@ et‘% R 1r| goaug@Rqﬁs
GZov-g ey ¢ B Y eofls ‘@preyve i 30
AggltoAéa 1 m;B/Mf@A/ca B @ VF e 496 78 ol

*45 That is, Nl shall leave my country for the sake of my
Lord and go wtﬁrever my Lord may Aake

nplidemye & 2RI "B WY ek E, 4545
*46 That is, iHe possesses the power to help and prote
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me, and whatever He decides for me will be based
wisdom.O
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27. And  We vg'@aﬁqa’(ﬁén( ,

bestowed on him A
Isaac and Jacob, ™’ |3, arydk Y @,vﬁi
and We placed in B . .

his progeny the # &0 JM%@C@D 3

prophethoodandthe | g, A ;
scripture,#® and We . wgo 8 1c

gave himhis reward |a, 3& /-@,%u "

in the world. And
indeed he is,in the | “°A~@B 2y ‘é@/o'é
Hereafter, among
the righteous.™?

*47 The Prophet Isaac(peace be upon himyashis son and
the Prophet Jacob(peace be upon him) washe grandson.
The other sons of the Prophet Abraham(peace be upor
him) have not been mentioned here, because from
Midianite descendants only the Prophet Shaib (peace be
upon him) was appointed a Prophet, and no Prophet we
born among his Ishmaelite descendants for 2500 years or
till our Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)Contrary
to this, the descendants of the Prophet Isaac (peace be uf
him) continued to be blesseavith the prophethood and the
Book till the ProBhet Jesus&eace be,upon him).
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*48 This covers all the Prophets who were raised from a
the branches of the Prophet Abrahands (peace be upor
him) progeny. .,
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*49 What is meant to be said is this:The rulers and the
learned men and the priests of Babylon who tried to defe:
the mission of the Prophet Abraham(peace be upon him
and the polytheistic people who had followed their wicke
chiefs blindly, have since been blotted out and no trace
them is to be found anywhere in the world, but the perso
whom they had wanted to annihilate by burning in the fire
only because he had proclaimed thevord of Allah, and who
eventually had to leave his country emptyhanded, was st
blessed by Allah that his name has been well known in tl
world since the past 4,000 years and will remain so till th
Last Day. All the Muslims and the Christians and the Jew
unanimously recognize thaffriend of the Lord of the worlds
as their spiritual leader. Whatever guidance mankind ha
received during the past 40 centuries has been receiv
through this one man and his righteous descendants. Tl
unique reward that he will get in the Hereafter is assurec
but the place of honor that he has gained even in this wor
has not been gined so far by any of those who have exerte
themselves In pursuit of the worldly benefits anc
advantages.
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28. And Lot, ™Y aAi/z3’L'e?(A & 9
when he said to his

people: Indeed, you R ﬁi ‘ﬂ_gﬁ @09@
commit  lewdness. ~EE?\ a@E‘A’/@a %

None has done
before you this, any A'L@ vptBE % ¢-E
one from among all .
the peoples. \* 6@ |

*50 For comparison, seeSurah Al-Aaraf. Ayats 80-84;
Surah Hud: Ayats 69-83; Surah Al-Hijr: Ayats 57-79;
Surah Al-Anbiyaa: Ayats 71-75; Surah AshShuaraa: Ayats
160-175; Surah An-Naml: Ayats 54 59;. Surah As-Saffat:
Ayat 1331_38 Surah Al-Qamar: Ayats 33-40
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29. Do you indeed
approach males, ™*
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and commit robbery gab,;vﬁ@%y 5) @ f
and indulge, in your

assemblies, in BU@&@B;@A%&B/

indecencies.™” So A
50 x \
there was noanswer Ao UAHESE~©

from his people ., "
except that they ) ]/2 s@ee'b#‘ I?Q

said: Bring upon us A’ D!1f‘ GBQA'L@IGE
the punishment of e

Allah if you are ;\~@§zg.BA.g’a 4 ’

among the truthful.

*51 That is, AYou satisfy your sex desire with the males.As
stated in Surah Al-Aaraf: Ayat 81, nyou gratify your lust
Wlth men mstead of womern

Aoy 5@ "I r.émm@a 1;@;/4% /s a\" %51
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*52 That is, hYou do not even hide yourself when yo
commit this filthy act, but commit it openly in your
assemblies, in front of other® The same has been stated
Surah An-Naml: Ayat 54, thus: Do you commit the
iIndecency while you see i@

K3 "@,BaBu laCy #@y@%aﬁ %-fb‘ ’513—%06 %52
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il & %me%ls aaﬂﬁ@ﬁ ¢
30Hesaid: My Lord,

helpmeagainstthose ' g Gk @a ? "l

people who are __giiim e @ &

mischief makers
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31. And when came
Our messengersto
Abraham with the
good tidings, 3
they said: Indeed,
we are about to
destroy the peopleof
that township. ¢
Indeed, its people
are wrong doers.
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*53 According to the detalls given of this in Surah Hud anc
Surah Al-Hijr, the angels who had been sent to bring th
torment on the people of the Prophet Lot{peace be upor
him), first came to the Prophet Abraham (peace be upor
him) and gave him the good news of the birth of th
Prophet Isaac (peace be upon him)and after him of the
Prophet Jacob (peace be upon him) Then they told him
that they had been sent to destroy the people of Ldpeace
be upon him).
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*54 AThis habitationo refers to the territory of the people of
Lot (peace be upon him)The Prophet Abraham (peace be
upon him) at that time resided in the Palestinian city of
Hebron, now called A-Khalil. A few miles to the soutleast
of this city lies that part of the Dead Sea, which was ont
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iInhabited by the people of Lot(peace be upon him)and
which is now under sea water. It is a lowlying area and is
clearly visible from the hill country of Hebron. That is why
the angels, pointing towards it, had said "We are going t
destroy this habitation!" (See E.N. 114 of Surah Ash
Shuara).
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32. He said: Indeed, a%gL firn wp e 2 -

In there is Lot. They 4 315 Y % = %%(W
said: We are best @iNg N-fro yBjﬁ‘ A o
aware of who is in ) o 1 %@@@QH%
there. 5 We shall |K'X 2) A O-£" | : @@l g‘ o
surely save himand 1 Rem %
his household except rag /e E’w

his wife, she will be i U @3@ J

of those who stay
behind. ™°

“ 00 s o

A

*55 According to the initial part of this story as related in
Surah Hud, the Prophet Abraham (peace be upon himat
first was perturbed to see the angels in human shape, for |
knew that the coming of the angels in human shape wi
always a prelude to some dangerous mission. Then, wh
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they gave him the good news, his fear was allayed and
came to know that they had been sent to the people of L
(peace be upon him) Then he began making entreaties
mercy for those people $urah Hud: Ayats 74-75), but his
entreaties were not granted, and it was saidiDo not plead
for them any more: your Lord decree has been issued, a
the punishment now cannot be averted gAyat 76). After
this answer, when the Prophet Abraham(peace be upor
him) lost all hopes of any increase in the respite of Laks
(peace be upon him)eople, he became anxious about ti
Prophet Lot (peace be upon him)himself, and said, whai
has been related hereflLot (peace be upon him)s thereo
That Is, flf the torment comes down when Lot(peace be
upon him) is there, how will he and his household main
safe from it?0
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*56 According to Surah Tahrim: Ayat 10, this woman was
not faithful to the Prophet Lot (peace beupon him). That is
why it was decreed that she too, would be afflicted with th
torment in spite of being a Prophets wife. Most probably
when the Prophet Lot (peace be upon him)had come to
Jordan after the migration and settled there, i@ might have
married among the people living there. But the woman dic
not believe even after spending a lifetime with him, and he
sympathies remained with her own people. As Allah has r
consideration for relationships and brotherhoods and ever
person®s case is decided othe basis of his own faith anc
morality, even being a Prophets wife did not profit her in
any way and she met her doom along with her own peop
with  whom she had remained attached in faith anc
morality.
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33. And that when £ & nes"
oK Ndz R /
came Our angels to % Qe

Lot, he was grievec @AQA@E:T% ¥ Ty
because of them,>’ . .
and felt distressed ® O 9'[4@ ALe] 7>
dueto them at heart. A 4\

And they said: Do Le/'@ )
not fear, nor grieve. IK&‘F’S W/ AT - ﬁ
8 Indeed, we will
save youand your R 4 f.m 6% g
family, except your

wife. she will be of  EEpUJ ) i

those who stay ,
behind. A oy 1 &

*57 The reason for this anxiety awml distress was that the
angels had come in the shape of handsome, young boys. -
Prophet Lot (peace be upon him)vas aware of his peoples
morals. Therefore, he became perturbed at their arrival. He
distress was based on whafilf | receive these guests in m
house, it will be difficult to save them from the immoral
people; if | do not receive them, it will be highly uncivil and
unbecoming of the noble people. Moreover, if | do nc
provide shelter to these travelers, they will stay the nigr
elsewhere, which would mean that | have myself given the
away to the wicked people& What happened after this has
not been related here. But according to the details given
Surahs Hud, Surah Al-Hijr and Surah Al-Qamar, the
people of the city thronged to the Prophet Laks (peace be
upon him) house and insisted that the guests be hand
over to them for immorality.
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*58 That Is, NAs for us, you should neither fear that they
will in any way he able to harm us, nor be anxious abot
how you will protect us from themo This was the time
when the angels revealed their identity to the Prophet Lc
(peace B upon him), and said that they were not men bu
angels, who had been sent to bring the scourge on |
people. According to the elucidation in Surah Hud, whel
the people were rushing into Lofs (peace be upon him
house and he felt that he could in no way save his gue
from them, he cried out: il wish | had the power to set yoL
right, or | could find some strong support for refuge QAyat
80). At this time the angels saidiO Lot, we are messenger
sent by your Lord; they will not be able to harm you at &,
(Ayat 81).
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34. Indeed, we are
about to bring down
upon the people of
this township a

@z & % xhy &
# "a] ﬁ@ 3% B

torment from thesky | ETWR ‘A3 "2 Al
because they have B _AMA
been disobedient. \-@1 5 ol
35. And certainly, _g 33",(?@/-\’}4‘&

We have leftin it a A

clear sign ™° for a B & @ﬂo\@-gy &

people who

understand. ©° o0 @llﬁﬁa (

*59 NA clear signo: the Dead Sea, which islso called Se:
of Lot. The Quran a several places has addressed i
disbelievers of Makkah, sayingfiA sign of the torment that
visited this wicked people on account of their misdeeds st
exists on the highway, which you see night and day durir
your trade journeys to Syria0 (Surah Al-Hijr: Ayat 76;
Surah As-Saftat: Ayat 137). Today it is being admitted with
near certainty that the southern end of the Dead Sea can
Into being as a result of a violent earthquake when the are
In which Sodom, the central city of the people of Lot, wa
located sank underground. In this part there are still signs
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of some submerged habitations. Exploratory attempts ar
being made with the modern diving apparatus but the
results are still awaited. (see E. N. 114 o%urah Ash-
Shuaraa).
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*60 For the Islamic punishment of sodomy, see E.N. 68
Surah Al-Aaraf.
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36. And to Midian A
(We  sent) their (e 4 e} g

ok M
brother, Shuaib. ! 16%1 @“ﬂ'r,@lﬁé' .
So he said: O my A

B .
people, worship | @8\ @@ @ K2' 3
Allah, and hope for § )
the last day, 2 and B ¥E @2 | gy

do not go abouton ,B§~@ dczd o @

the earth, spreading
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corruptio n. ay $7

*61 For comparison, seeSurah Al-Aaraf. Ayats 85-93,
Surah Hud: Ayats 8496, Surah AshShuara: Ayats 177-
191.
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*62 This can have two meanings: (1fiLook forward to the
life of Hereafter, and do not think that there is no life after
this worldly life, when you will have to render an account o
your deeds and be rewarded or punished accordingly.(2)
NWork righteously so as to meet a good end in tr
Hereafter.o
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37. So they deniec 63 g @AB J.‘V.ﬁ
him, % then seizec.  gp '
them, the dreadful & fE®%?2 ﬂ"ét{ﬁl'_'ﬂ

earthquake so they

became, in their |® i<&~@|3(f€ﬂ&"%
dwelling places, as +6ay g M _
lying prostrate. "% A K Z

*63 That is, N"They did not believe that the Prophet Shaib
(peace be upon him)was a Messenger of Allah and th
teachings he gave were from Allah and that if they rejecte
him thewaouId be punished by a torment frorB Allaho
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*64 N Dwe |l placesg the whole area and country
|Bhablted Ig)y them.
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3. And (We T IN
destroyed) Aad and |~ (e "

B A
Thamud. And . ¢2 :‘MY'
iIndeed,it hasbecome A
manifestto you from = 1> QO oB 'y» a

their dwellings. "©° , . R

And made seem fair % s o @ T @
to them Satan their IE:@%WQ@.QA%@F
deeds,so kept them '
away from the right slta % & [Q'ﬁ
path, though they

. B
were sensiblepeople. 56\ Hhdy™
“66

*65 Every Arab was acquainted with the lands where thes
two nations had lived. The whole of southerrArabia now
known as Ahgaf, Yamanand Hadramaut, was the land of
Aad in the ancient times, and the Arabs knew it. The whol
area in the north of the Hijaz, from Rabigh to Agabah and
from Madinah and Khaiber to Taima and Tabuk. still
abounds with Thamudic monuments, which must have bee
more prominent than they aretoday in the time when the
Quran was being revealed.
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*66 That is, NnThey were not ignorant and foolish people
but were the most civilized people of tair own times. They
performed and carried out their worldly duties and chores
very carefully and intelligently. Therefore, it cannot be saic
that Satan deluded them and pulled them on to his way k
artifice and deception. Nay, they adopted the way shown [
Satan with open eyes and with full understanding because
promised dgreat pleasures and advantages; and thi
abandoned the way presented by th@rophets because i
appeared to be colorless, tasteless and troublesome due
moral l‘eS'[I‘IC'[IOI‘lE 0
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39. And Korah, and , v 4 a0

Pharaohand Haman )AIKY) A/GE "/Am? /
(We destroyed also) % E& / 0Br= v

And indeed, came to
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them Moses with
clear signs.But they
were arrogantin the
land. And they

could not outrun Us.
*G7
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*67 That is, NThey could not have gaien away and escape
AllanhG grasp: they had no power to frustrate and defee

Allah G plans and schemes.
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40. So everyoneWe
seized for his sin.
Then among them
were thoseWe sent
upon whom a storm
of stones. °® And
among them were
those who were
seized by the blast.
69 And among them
were those, We
caused them to be
swallowed by the
earth.”’° And among
them were those
whom We drowned.
“"IAnd it was not for
Allah to wrong them,
but they were being,
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tothemselvesiinjust.
*72

*68 That is, Aad who were subjected to a furious windstorn
which blew on them for seven nights and eight day
continuously.

X0 BB B KE ST &y &, S 1o (B4 di-4E68
*69 That is, Thamud.

A, KB 6
*70 That is, Korah.
NGB 70
*71 That is, Pharaoh and Haman. A
AIBCA 6545 71

*72 The stories that have been related in the foregoir
verses, have been addressed and directed both to f
believers and to the disbelievers. To the believers they ha
been addressed so that they do not feel discouraged &
distressed at heart, and keep aloft the banner of thauth
firmly and patiently even in the face of the sever
persecutions and hardships, and should have full faith i
Allah that His succor shall ultimately come, and He wil
frustrate the designs of the wicked people and make tf
word of the truth to prevail. On the other hand, these have
been addressed to those wicked people also, who in th
arrogance were bent upon exterminating the Islami
movement. They have been warned to the effedtYou have
formed a wrong opinion about Allahts forbearance anc
clemency. You think; that His is a lawless Kingdom. If yol
have not been seized so far for your rebellion and yol
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tyrannies and wicked deeds and have been granted a lo
respite so that you may reform yourselves, you ha\
Inferred that there exists no power whasoever which can
call you to account, and that one can go on doing whatev
one likes endlessly on this earth. This misconception wi
ultimately lead you to the same doom that has already be
met by the peoples of Noah and Lot an&huaib, (peace b«
upon them) and experienced byAad and Thamud, and seer
by Korah and Pharaoh
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41. The likeness of A .

€ ‘
those who have /ﬁ 1’3% @ﬁf)' Qﬁ%m
taken other than . g e N~ w ~ s
Allah patrons is as &= 1LBJ l;(&k@ m %J%
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the likeness of the gu\e 1l e 1 * s

spider, who builds a

house. And indeed, magh X ¢, i B
the frailest of the

housesis the house J 1o & @B cieg °

of a spider. If they .. B ‘
only knew. 73 e WA ECLX

*73 All the above mentioned nations were involed in shirk,
and their belief about their deities was that they were thei
supporters and helpers and guardians, and had the pow:
to make or mar their destinies So when they will have wa
their goodwill by worship and presentation of offerings
they will succor them in need and protect them agains
calamities and afflictions. But, as shown by the historice
events cited above, all their beliefs and superstitions prove
to be baseless when their destruction was decreed by Alle
Then no god, and no god incarnate, and no saint or spiri
and no jinn or angel, whom they worshiped came to thel
rescue, and they met their destruction with the realizatior
that their expectations and beliefs had been false and futil
After relating these events, Allah is now warning the
mushriks to the effect: The reality of the toyhouse of
expectations that you have built on your faith in the
powerless servants and imaginary deities, apart from th
real Master and Ruler of the universe, is no more than th
cobweb of a spider. Just as a cobweb cannot stand t
slightest interference by a finger, so will the toyhouse of
your expectations collapse in its first clash with the schen
of Allah. It is nothing but ignorance that you are involved in
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the web of superstition.If you had any knowledge of the
reality, you would not have built your system of life or
baseless props. The fact is that none other than the O
Lord of the worlds in this universe is the Owner of powel
and authority, and His support is theonly support which is
r el 1 d\Nbw vehoevenrejectstaghut and believes in Allah
has taken a firm support that never gives way. And Allal
hears everything and knows everything o(Surah Al-
BagarahgAyat 256). 5 B
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42. Indeed, Allah

knows what they
call upon other than
Him any thing. And
He isthe All Mighty,
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the All Wise. 74 é”%ﬁém

*74 That is, Allah knows fully the reality of those beings
and things which they have taken as their deities and whic
they invoke for help. They are absolutely powerless. Tr
Owner of power is only Allah, Who is controlling the systen
of this universe according to His own wisdom andaiesign.
Another translation of this verse can be: "Allah knowswell
that of those whom they invoke, apart from Him, are
nonentities, and He alone is the All M the AHWise 0

hty,
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43. And these _ ga mn i RN .
~ A I8 K~
parables, We set EZ %ﬂ ﬂf)t WM}E
forth  them for |~ /] /e U BEY s Z ..
mankind. And none 3.0 MM@@
understand  them ' {¥ R Ele£ 20 A
except those with ﬁéﬁg@%
M@

knowledge.

44. Allah created the A A~ AP
heavens and the B G ° %@Ilﬂlﬂﬂﬁﬁ)@%)m
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earth with truth. "> | 75, Fha G A OFT
Al a UM“

Indeed, in that is a AI> U}; m@w

sure sign for those A]ﬂ@ﬂ“ V'@ Sy KM“

who believe.’® % @@

76 #e By

*75 That is, the system of the universe is based on the tru
and not on falsehood. Whoever ponders over this syste
with an unbiased mind will realize that the earth and the
heavens owe their existence to reality and fact and not
superstition and fancy. Here there is no possibility tha
whatever a person may conceive in his mind and whatev
philosophy he may invent out of his personal whim an
conjecture should fit in with the system. Here only such
thing can succeed and endure, which is in harmony with th
reality and actual fact. A structure that is raised on unreal
presumptions and hypotheses will ultimately collapse whe
It clashes with the reality. The system of the universe clear
testifies that its Creator is One God, and One God alone
Its Master and Disposer. If a person works against this bas
reality on the presumption that this world has no God, o
that it has many gods, who devour the offerings of the
devotees and in return give them a license to do whatev
they please and a guarantee to live in peace and happine
the reality will not change due to his presumptions, but, o
the contrary, he himself will some time meet with a grav
disaster. o
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*76 That is, a clear evidence exists in the creation of th
earth and the heavens about the truth offauhid and the
refutation of polytheism and atheism, but this evidence i
found only by those who accept the teachings of ti

Prophets of Allah. Those who deny them do not find it eve
though they see everything.
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45. Recitethat which B oM o oo — A
J C

has been revealedo Rl 3%@ 5 T Z Q@Wﬁ

you of the Book,and ]K(ml}_@ 1#OFID ; - s B~ _““@

establishthe prayer. _ ) Jﬁw

“""Indeed,the prayer *A%4 3&31& £ 7\;'

restrains from 7, g % & | o W|m

lewdness and
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Allah is greater. 7° MM

And Allah knows Aga
what you do.

*77 The address apparently is directed to the Prophe
(peace be upon him)but, in fact, it is meant for all the
believers. Uhtil now they were being counsked patience anc
reliance on Allah to brave the extreme trying conditions ir
which they found themselves and the persecutions the!
were being subjected to on account of their faith. Now the
are being told to recite the Quian and establish the Salat a
a practical device, for these are the two things which endo
a believer with a strong character and a wonderful capacit
by which he can not only brave successfully the most viole
storms of evil and falsehood but can even subdue them. E
man can acquire this power from therecitation of the
Quran and the prayer only when he does not mmain
content with the mere recital of the words bt also
understands well the Quianic teachings and absorbs ther
In his soul And his prayer does not remain confined tc
physical movements but becomes the very function of h
heart and the motive force for his morals and character
The desired quality of theprayer is being mentioned by the
Quran itself in the next sentence. As for its recitation, or
should know that the recitation which does not reach th
heart beyond the throat, cannot even give man enou
power to remain steadfast to his faith, not to speak ¢
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enabling him to withstand the furies of unbelief. About sucl
people, aHadith s ay s : NThey wil |l e
Quran will not go beyond their throats; they will leave the
faith just as the arrow leavet he bow. 0 ( Bu
Muatta). As a matter of fact, the recitation which does nc
effect any change in a mass way of thinking, and his
morals and character, and hegoes on doing what the Quain
forbids, is not the recitation of a believer at all. About sucl
aone the Prophet ( peaceHehvio
makes lawful what the Quran has declared unlawdil, has
not believed in the Quan at all.o ( Ti ). rBucdh a
recitation does not reform and strengthen a ma 9 self and
spirit, but makes him even more stubborn against Allal
and impudent before his own conscience, and destroys |
character altogether. For the case of theperson who
believes in the Quan as adivine Book, reads it and come:
to know what his God has enjoined, and then goes ¢
violating His injunctions, is of the culprit, who commits a
crime not due to ignorance but after full knowledge of the
law. The Prophet (peace be upon him)has elucidated this
pointinabr i ef sent enc anisattestmeny in
your f avor as we |l(Musla)s Thatgisam Ir
you follow the Quran rightly, it is a testimony in your favor.
Whenever you are called to account for your deeds, here
In the Hereafter, you can produce the Quan as a testimon)
In your defense, saying that whatever you did was |
accordance with this Book. If what you did was precisel
according to it, no jurist in the world will be able to punish
you, nor will God in the Hereafter hold you accountable fol
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it. But if this Book has reached you, and you have read
and found out what your Lord demands from you, what He
enjoins and what He forbids, and then you adopt a
attitude opposed to it, then this Book will be a testimon
against you. It will further strengthen the criminal case
against you in thecourt of God. Then it will in no way be
possible for you to escape the punishment, or receive a lic
punlshment by making the excuse of ignorance.
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*78 This is an important characteristic out of the many
characteristics of theprayer, which has been presented hel
prominently in view of its relevance to the context. T
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counter the severe storm of opposition and resistance th
the Muslims were experiencing in Makkah, they stood i
need of a moral force rather than any material power. Tc
bring about the moral force and develop it suitably twc
practical devices were pointed out in the first insince, the
recitation of the Quran and the establishment of the Sala
Now they are being told that the establishment of the Sal
IS the means through which they can get rid of those evils
which they themselves had been involved before thi
embraced Islam and in which the noAMuslim Arabs and
the non Arab world around them were involved at that
time.

With a little thinking one can easily understand why this
special advantage of theprayer has been particularly
mentioned here. Evidently, getting rid of the moral evils I
not only useful insofar as it is beneficial for those who attai
the moral purity, both here and in the Hereafter, but its
Inevitable advantage is that it gives them unique superiorit
over those who might be involved in diverse moral evil:
and who might be exerting their utmost to sustain the
Impure system of ignorance, which nourishes those evi
against the efforts of the morally pure people. Indecent an
evil acts are those which man by nature abhors, and whic
have always been held as evil in principle by the people
every community and society, however depraved ar
perverted practically. The Arab society in the dgs of the
revelation of the Quran was no exception to this. Thos
people also were aware of the moral virtues and the evil
they valued the good above the evil and there might be no
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among them, who regarded the evil as identical with th
good, or depreciated goodess Under such conditions, in &
perverted society like that, the emergence of a moveme
which revolutionized morally members of the same socie!
itself as soon as they came into contact with it, and raist
them in character high above their contemporaries
Inevitably had widespread effects. The common Arakb
could not possibly fail to feel the moral impact of the
movement, which eradicated evils and promoted goodne:
And could not go on following those who were morall
corrupt and were fighting to sustaina system of ignorance
which had been nourishing those evils sinceenturies. That
IS why the Quran at that time exhorted the Muslims to
establish Salat instead of urging them to collect materiz
resources and force and strength that could win over th
peoples hearts and defeat the enemy without any materi:
force.

The virtue of the prayer that has been mentioned here he
two aspects:Its essential and inseparable quality that |
restrains from evil and indecent acts, and its desired qualit
that the one who performs it should in fact, refrain from

evil and indecent acts. As for the first quality theprayer
does restrain people from the evils. Anyone who ponders
little over the nature of the prayer will admit that of all the

checks and brakes that can be put on man to restrain hir
from the evils, the prayer can be the most effective. Afte
all, what check could be more effective than this that ma
should be called upon five times a day for the remembranc
of Allah and made to remind himself again and again tha
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he is not wholly free and independent in this world but i
the servant of One God, and his God is He Who is aware
his open as well as hidden acts, even of the most secret a
and intentions of his heart, and a time will surely com
when he will have to account for all his deeds before h
God. Then he is not only reminded of this but is give
practical training at every prayer time that he should not
disobey any of his God commands even secretly. From th
time that he stands up for theprayer till its completion man
has to perform continuously certain acts in which there i
no third person, besides him and his God, who can kno
whether he has obeyed Gaul s | adisobeyed it. For
instance, ifthemaro s wudu ( st @ has beoome
void and he stands up for theprayer, there can be no one.
besides him and God, who will know that he is no longer |
the state of wudu. If the man has expressed no intention
the prayer but just goes on performing all the required
movements and recites poetry, for instance, instead of tl
prescribed texts quietly, there is none, besides him and
God who can be aware of the secret that he has not, in fa
performed his prayer at all. Not with standing this, if a
person offers theprayer five times a day, fulfilling faithfully
all the conditions of the divine law in respect of the
cleanliness of the body and dress, and the essentials of
prayer and its recitation, etc. it means that through this
prayer his conscience is being awakened to life several &3
a day, he is being helped tdbecome a responsible an
dutiful person, and he is being practically trained that he
should, under his own urge of obedience, abide by the le
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which he has believed in openly as well as secret
regardless whether there is any external force to make hil
abide by it or not, and whether the people of the world hav
any knowledge of his intentions and deeds or not.

Thus considered, one cannot help admitting that therayer
not only restrains man from the evils and indecencies bu
In fact, there is no othermethod of training in the world
which may be so effective as th@rayer is in restraining
man from the evils. As for the question whether or not mau
In actual fact refrains from the evils even after attendanc
at the prayer, this depends upon the man himself, whs
undergoing training for self reform. If he has the intention
to benefit from it, and endeavors for it, the reformatory
effects of theprayer will certainly have their impact on him.
Otherwise, evidently, no reformatory device in the worlc
can be effective with a person, who is not prepared |
receive any impact of it, or tries to avoid its impac
iIntentionally. This can be explained by an example. Th
essential quality of food is to nourish the body and develc
it. But this advantage can be had only when food is allowe
to be assimilated. If a person vomits what he eats aft
every meal, his food cannot profit him in any way. Just as
keeping such a person in view, one cannot say that food
not nutritious for the body, because so ando is becoming ¢
skeleton In spite of eating foodSo, one camot present the
example of an unrighteougperformer of the prayer and say
that the prayer does not restain from the evils, because s
and so is unrighteous in spite of higrayer. Just as about
such a person it will be apt to say that he does not offer tt
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prayer at all, so about the person who vomits everything
eats, it will be apt to say that he does not eat his food at all
Precisely the same thing has been reported from tt
Prophet (peace be upon him)and some greatcompanions
and their followers. Imran bin Husain reports that the
Prophet (peace be upon him)said: iHe whose prayer did
not restrain him from the evil and indecent acts, offered n
prayer a t all , o (1 bn AbBbasi hasHeparted
the Prophet (peace be upon him)as saying:iiThe prayer
which did not restrain a person from the evil and indecen
acts, led him further away from Allah.0 (Ibn Abi Hatim,

Tabarani). A Hadith containing the same theme has bee
reported by Hasan Basri directly from the Prophet(peace
be upon him). Another Hadith reported on the authority of
Ion Masud is to the effect: iHe who did not obey the
prayer, offered no prayer at all, and obedience to the
prayer Is that one should refrain from the evil and indecen
actso (lbn Jarir, Ibn Abi Hatim). Several sayings to the
same effect have been reported on theuthority of
Abdullah bin Masud, Abdullah bin Abbas, Hasan Basri
Qatadah and Aamash, etc. Imam J&ar Sadiqg has said: He
who wants to know whether hisprayer has been accepte
or not, should see how far hisprayer has restrained him
from the evil and indecent acts. If he has been restraine
from the evils, his prayer has been accepted (Ruh-al
Maani).
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*79 This can have several meanings: (1) That tr
remembrance of Allah (i.e. prayer) is a thing of much
higher value: it not only restrains from the evils but, over
and above that, it induces people to act righteously ar
urges them to excel one another in good act$2) That
Allah & remembrance in itself is a great thing: it is the bes
of acts: no act of mans greater in value than this. (3) That
Allah & remembrance of you is a greater thing than you
remembrance of Him. Allah has said inthe Quran: ASo
remember Me: | will remember you.0 (Surah Al-Bagarah:
Ayat 156). Thus, when the servant remembers Allah in th
prayer, inevitably Allah also will remember him, and the
merit of AllahG remembering his servant is certainly
greater than the servants remembering Allah. Beside:
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these three meanings, there is another subtleeaning also.
which the wife of Abud Darda has explained. She say
NAllah & remembrance is not restricted to therayer, but,
its sphere is much vaster. When a man observes a fast,
pays the Zakat or performs a righteous act, he inevitabl
remembers Allah. That is why the righteous act emanate
from him. Likewise, when a man refrains from an evil act
when an opportunity exists for it, even this also is the resu
of AllahG remembrance. Thus, the remembrance of Alla
pervades the entire life of a believer.
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46. And "% do not 4 q—B{ Vv ahso
arguewith thepeople
of the Scripture O £%§® ovEREl 2

exceptin a way that M .
. * ] n*81 e
is better. 81 Except Fg ROV

with those who do I
wrong among them. k¢ Fe" o gn'-@

82 And say: We ﬁ-?]{f‘ﬂzs "~ﬁ€/mg "

believein that which A )
has been revealedo BWE? kB / C! fdiyf

us and revealed to| B _ E
you. And our God TFA | @z /| Cf Ej

andyour GodisOne, | 4.1 < ,
and we are to Him MK #1Gdy ¢ By

s . £
surrendering.®® 83 \@zdlo

*80 It should be noted that a little below in this Surah the
people are being exhorted to migrate. At that time Habas
was the only place of safety to which the Muslims coul
migrate, and Habash Iin those days was under tf
domination of the Christians. Therefore, in these verses tf
Muslims are being instructed as to how they should argu
and discuss matters concerning religion with the people
the Book when such an occasion arises.
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*81 That Is, the discussion should be conducted rationall
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In a civilized and decent language, so that the ideas of t
other person may be reformed. The preach& main aim
should be to appeal to the addressée heart, convey the
truth to him and bring him to the right path. He should not
fight like a wrestler whose only object is to defeat hi
opponent. He should rather conduct himself like a physicia
who is ever cautious not to cause the patiemt ailment to
worsen by any of his own mistakes, and tries to cure hi
with the least possible trouble. This instruction bas bee
given here especially in connection with the conduct of
discussion with the people of the Book, but is a genel
Instruction pertaining to the preaching of the religion and it
has been gien at several places in the Qun. For example,
NO Prophet, invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom
and excellent admonition and discuss things with the peop
iIn the best mannero (Surah An-Nahl: Ayat 125). hO
Prophet, goodness and evil are not alikerepel evil with
what is best. You will see that hewith whom you had
enmity, has become your cl| os Kimnt
As-Sajdah: Ayat 34). NO Prophet, repel evil with what is
best: We are fully aware of what they utter against yow
(Surah Al-Muminun: Ayat 96). NO Prophet, adopt the way
of leniency and forbearance; enjoin what is good and avol
useless discussions with the ignorant people. If Satan e\
excites you to anger, seek refuge in Allabh. ( Su r-
Aaraf: Ayat 199£200).
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*82 That Is, with those who adopt an attitude of wickednes
a different attitude may also be adopted according to th
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nature and extent of their wickedness. In other words, on
cannot, and should not adopt a soft and gentle attitud
towards all sorts of the people under all circumstances at ¢
time, which might be mistaken for the weakness an
meekness of the inviter to thetruth. Islam does teach its
followers to be polite, gentle and reasonable, but it does n
teach them to be unduly humble and meek so that they a
not tak%for grantedAby ' gvery cruel and wicked person.
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*83 In these sentences Allalhas provided guidance to the
best method of discussion, which the inviters to théruth
should adopt. The method is thisiDo not make the error
or deviation of the other person the basis and starting poir
of the discussion, but begin the discussion with those poir
of truth and justice which are common between you an
your opponent. That is, thediscussion should starfrom the
points of agreement and not from the points of difference
Then, arguing from the agreed points, the addressee shou
be made to understand that, in the matter of the things i
which you differ, your stand is in conformity with the
agreed points whereas his stand is contradictory to them

In this connection, one should bear in mind the fact that th
people of the Book did not denyrevelation, prophethood
and Tauhid, like the polytheists of Arabia, but believed ir
these realities just like the Muslims. After agreement ol
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these basic things, the main thing that could become ti
basis of differencebetween them could be that the Muslin
would not believe in thedivine scriptures sent down to them
and would invite them to believe in thedivine Book sent
down to themselves, and would declare them disbelievers
they did not believe in it. This would have been a stron
basis of their conflict. But the Muslims had a different
stand. They believed as true all those Books that were wi
the people of the Book, and then also had believed in t
revelation that had been sent down to the Proph
Muhammad (peace be upon him). After this it was for the
people of the Book to tell the rational ground for which they
believed in one Book sent by Allah and rejected the othe
That is why Allanh here has instructed the Muslims that
whenever they have to deal with the people of the Boc
they should first of all present before them this very point o
view Iin a positive manner. Say to themnWe believe In the
same God in Whom you believe and we are obedient
Him. We have submitted ourselves to all thoseommands
and injunctions and teachings that have come from Himr
whether they were sent down to you, or to us. We ai
obedient servants of God and not of a country or

community or a race, that we should submit to Gods
command when it is sent down in one place and reject
when it is sent down in another place. This thing has bec¢
repeated at several places in the Qu@n and particularly in
relation to the people of the Book, it has been present:
forcefully. For this, see Surah Al-Bagarah: Ayats 4, 136,
177, 285;Surah Aal-Imran: Ayat 84, Surah An-Nisa: Ayats
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136 Otol 62 to 1645urah A ShLaraa Ayat 13.
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47. And thus We
have revealedio you
the Book ©* Then
those to whom We
gave the Scripture
believein it. > And
of these there are
some who believan
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*84 This can have two meanings:

(1) Just as We had sent down the Books to the form
Prophets, so We have sent down this Book to you; and (
We have sent down this Book with the teaching that

should be believed in not by rejecting Our former Book
bu(t)b)é affl'rAmn%gAfalth In all of them.
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*85 The context itself shows that this does not imply all th
people of the Book but only those who were blessed with t
right understanding and the knowledge of the divine

scriptures, and were the people of the Bookin the true
sense. When this last Book of Allah came before thel
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confirming His earlier Books, they did not show any
stubbornness or obstinacy but accepted it sincerely as th

had accepted the previQus Books.
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*86 NThese people: the people of Arabia. Wha it means to
say Is: The truth loving people, whether they already
possess alivine Book or do not possess any, are affirmin
faith in it everywhere.
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*87 Here, iithe disbeliever® imply those people who are no
prepared to give up their prejudices and accept the truth
or those who reject the truth because they do not want the
lusts and their unbridled freedom to be subjected t

restrictions
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48. And you did not ~2 z ..
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write it with your a»a& #ick ﬁ[ G2 7 %@M

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A

X X X X Y X X X 2 Yo X 2 X 2 e X 5 5o X 5 X 2 0 X 20 e X 5 5o X 50 X 20 0 X 20 5o X 5 X0 2 50 X 2 X0 X 5 X X 5 X0 2 X0 X0 5 X0 X0 50 X0 50 5 X0 20
%%%%*%%%%%%%%*%%%%%%%*%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%*%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%*%%%%%




e e e o e eesse s s sdssssesses s e e de e e o ee e e oo ey
I'Ight hand FOI’ = Pﬁa %_ M noa " A o

then, must have f ) ? I?é& H@é‘ '@ Q%
doubted, those who . 8¢ & ¥ 55 ({/ap’ y |a~!

follow falsehood. @

*88 This Is the same argument that has already been giv«
In Surahs Yunus andAl-Qasas as a proof of the Prophét
Prophethood. (See E.N. 21 o%urah Yunus and E.N.'s 64
and 109 of Surah Al-Qasas. For further explanation, se
E.N. 107 ofSurah An-Nahl, E.N. 105 of Surah Bani Isrdl,
E.N. 66 ofSurah Al-Muminun, E.N. 12 ofSurah Al-Furgan,
and E.N. 84 of Surah AskShuara).

The basis of the argument in this verse is that the Proph
(peace be upon himwas unlettered. His compatriots anc
his kinsmen among whom he had spent his whole life, fro
birth to old age, knew fully that he had never read a bool
nor ever handled a pen. Presenting this actual fact Alla
says: This is a proof of the fact that the vast and dee
knowledge of the teachings of the Divine Books, of tt
stories of the former Prophets, of the beliefs of the varioL
religions and creeds, of the histories of the ancient nation
and the questions of social and moral and economic lif
which is being presented througlthis unlettered man could
not have been attained by him through any means bl
revelation. If he had been able to read and write and th
people had seen him reading books and undertaking serio
studies, the worshipers of falsehood could have had sol
basis for their doubts, that he had acquired the knowledg
not through revelation but through study and reading. Bul
the fact of his being absolutelyunlettered has left no basis
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whatscever for any such doubt. Therefore, there can be n
ground, except sheer stubbornness, which can be regard
as ratlgnal In any degree for denying his Prophethood
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the hearts of those g9 ¥, = .
who have been givel "2 W ;ﬁ} Y

knowledge.™” And JMZ.QZBWMA..;QA‘
none deny Our a
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revelations  except ) gERfecs &

the wrong doers.

o

*89 That is, the presentation of a Book like the Quian by an
unlettered person, and the manifestation by him, all of .
sudden, of extraordinary qualities of character while
nobody ever noticed him making any preparation for thes
previously, are in fact the clearestsigns which serve a:
pointers to his prophethood for those who are possessed
knowledge and wisdono If one reviews the lifestory of any
great historical personage, one can always discover t
factors in his environment, which molded his personalit
and prepared him for the excellences and qualities the
emanated from him in life. There always exists a clee
relationship between his environment and the componel
aspects of his personality. But no source whatever can

discovered in his environment of the wonderful qualitie:
and excellences that the Prophet Muhammad (peace

upon him) displayed. In his case, neither in th
contemporary Arab society nor in the society of the
neighboring countries with which Arabia had any relations
can one discover those factors which could have any remc
relationship with the component aspects of the Prophét
(peace be upon him) personality. This is the reality othe
basis of which it has been asserted here that the Proph
Muhammadd (peace be upon himpersonality is not one
sign but a collection of many clearsigns. An ignorant
person may not see any of thesggns but those who are
possessed of knowledge have become convinced in tf
hearts by seeing thesaigns that he is most certainly a true
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Prophet of Allah.
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50. And they say: ?&'B g @O - o n
Why are not sent i g‘\ éé wm l@ﬂ
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down upon him o o
signsfrom his Lord. T % ¢ , W%Q{é

90 Say: In fact, the . 1”!&13 A o o
signsare with Allah, +!§I? @M

and | am only a Bd'® W",@; oS

plain warner. M £ éﬁ%m

*90 That is, miracles by seeing which one may be convinc
that Muhammad (peace be upon him)s really a Prophet of

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A

X X X X Y X 5 X 2 Yo X 2 X 2 e X 5 5o X 5 X X 0 X 2 e X 5 5o X 50 X 2 0 X 5 X X 5 X 2 50 X 2 5o X 5 X X 5 X0 2 X0 X 5 X0 X0 50 X0 5 5 X0 20
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%






