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In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

Name
The Surah takes its name from verse 15 in which the worf*
Sabahas occurred, which implies that it is the Surah iri
which mention has been made of Saba (i.e. the Sabaeans)|}

Period of Revelation

The exact period of its revelation is not known from an\|¥
reliable tradition. However, the style shows that it is eithe [¥ x
the middle or the early Makkan period. If it is the middle |%
period, it was probably its initial stage when the persecutio %
had not yet become tyrannical and the Islamic movemel %
was being suppressed only by resort to derision ari
ridicule, rumor mongering, false allegations and casting Cfx
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evil suggestions I n the pe
Theme and Subject Matter
The Surah deals with those objections of the disbelievel
which they were raising a
upon him) message ofauhid and the Hereafter, and aboui
his Prophethood itself, mostly in the form of absurc
allegations and taunts and mockery. These objections ha
been answered, sometimes by citing them and sometin
without citing them, and the discourse itself shows whic
objection is being answered at a particular place. Th
answers mostly take the form of instruction and admonitior
and argument, but at some places the disbelievers ha
been warned also of the evil consequences of th
stubbornness. In this connection, the stories of the Sabaec
and the Prophets David and Solomon (peace be upon the
have Dbeen related to | mpr ¢
these historical precedents before you. On the one har
there were the Prophets David and Solomon (peace be up
them), who had been blessed by Allah with great powe
and such grandeur and glory as had been granted to hard
any people before them. In spite of this, they were ni
proud and arrogant, but remained grateful servants of their
Lord. They were never rebellious. On the other hand, ther
were the people of Saba, who, when blessed by All
became proud, and were consequently so thorough
destroyed and dispersed as to be remembered only in myt
and legends. With these precedents in view, you may ¢
and judge for yourselves as to which kind of the life i
better: that which is built on belief in Tauhid and the
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Hereafter and the attitude of gratefulness to Allah, or that
which is based on disbelief andshirk and denial of the
Hereafter and the worship of tRe world.
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In the nameof Allah, | Ai® 2@ @e 0): 4 I
Most Gracious, L. W%@@

Most Merciful. W IEOA

1. All praise is t0| . . ceerdl wb 2, e :
Allah. He, to whom nk a'?%" BRa ]WM
belongs whatever is |a; 2 @B E11480 ) BE  ANE TN A e -
in the heavensand ~ | ! ﬂ Mﬁﬁ)y
whatever is on the 3"'9'$@ @R

earth. * And His is Flm.u'a&w}é

*9 .
Hereafter, * and He | uigl.cr ps) 3 E ¢7 WBB

B
the praise in the "@A"é" 3 Ra@%
Is the Wise, the

Aware. 3 *3

*1 The Arabic word hamd is used both for praise and foi
gratitude and both the meanings are implied here. Whe
Allah alone is the Owner & the whole universe and o
everything in it, then inevitably He alone deserves to L
praised for every beauty, perfection, wisdom, power an
excellent skill and design shown and manifested by

Therefore, every inhabitant of the world must thank Alah
alone for any benefit and pleasure that he draws fror
anything here. For when no one else is a partner in tr
ownership of these things, no one else deges to be praisec
or thanked.

. A B , A B .
@2 TELEC Me g 8 Tov - G rop BIY

X X Yo X X X 2 Yo X e X 2 X X 5 X 2 Yo X 5 X X 5 X 2 X0 X 5 o X 50 X0 2 X0 X 5 e X 5 X X 50 X0 2 e X 5 5o X 50 X 2 0 X0 5 X0 X0 50 X 50 5 X0 00

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

i ¥ ¥ Hr Y e Y P e e e e e e i e Y e e s e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e i e e e v e o e vl o i e



*************************ﬁ*ﬁ*****************ﬁ*%
T . Pic? v@ % @ Y3 @gzm % L e ) /B B d
%%’3 AR 3d@\fﬁ‘év BB " @n v’éad'mﬂ R0 IEC L} IC% /N

kﬂ""a g - Q1ARB " mulé%]zol m%/w’& @hE(%/ @
el Bz Berd o8 34y d-@ vlardar @cova]

*2 That is, nJust as every blessing in this world is grantec
by Allah alone, soalso in the Hereafter whatever a persor
will get, he will get from His treasures and by His grace
Therefore, in the Hereafter too, Allah alone deserves to [
praised as well ag thanked

el th"zmv’A@/o'é‘ *EA'~@Z A" @%IJ IBERER "*En E%Z
§/ce) 3"4\‘%‘év 5 dcv’%%s well & @xedifvce & % o
v
*3 That is, NAIl His works are based on perfect wisdom aah
knowledge. Whatever He des, He does right. He has fu
knowledge about every creation of His as to where it is, |
what state it is, what are its requirements, what precisel
needs to be done for its welbeing, what it has done so fa
and what it will do in the future. He is not unawareof the

world created by Him, but is fully aware of the condition
andst at e of every particle
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2. He knows what |y g, B@{’&'\ &, ﬁ& o

goesinto the earth,
and what comesa o @B " 35\4Aﬂ ~g
forth from it, and

what descendsfrom B 2/o=2 3%& I
the heaven,and what . }
ascendsinto it. And 21 & ME&"% 35—'2

He iIs the Merciful,
the Forgiving. ™

*4 That Is, nlf a person (or persons) is not being seized
spite of rebellion against Him in His Kingdom, it is not
because ths world is a lawless kingdombut because Allah
Is All-Merciful and All -Forbearing. Although it is in His
power to seize the sinner and the wrongdoer immediate
on the commission of sin, to withhold his sustenance,
paralyze his body, and to puthim to death suddenly, yet He
does not dait so. It is thedemand of His Beneficence thain
spite of being AlFPowerful, He gives the disobedient servar
plenty of time and enough respite to mend his ways and
soon as he desists from his evil waydde pardons and
forgives hi mA-
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3.And saidthosewho
B "Le /
disbelieved: Will not ﬁ'@ %

come to usthe Hour | T !@)’EIR a @BfA
(of Judgment). ™ B

Say: Yes, by my °I FeBBE A 69

Lord, it will surely @ g B
come to you. © (@wﬂ' E@ / &

. A ~
(Allah is)theKnower | p 3 a, b j6
of the unseen. Not ! @J

hidden from Him is a, % a @@}g‘\ )
(anything) anat o |

weight, in  the F@"I[#!(@CM)'JPA
heavens,nor in the| _ H. M

th, lor @O -G'@F = &
e o+ AN

greater, exceptis in -
a clear Book.”’ Ta 3@ i

*5 This they said satirically and mockingly. What they
meant was: iThis Prophet (peace be upon him)has beer
giving us the news of his coming of Resurrection for alor
time now, but Resurrection has not overtaken us so f:
although we have openly denied and rejected him as
Prophet, have been insolent to him and dve ridiculed him
In ever, way. 5
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*6 The use of the attribute AKnower of the unseel® for
Allah while swearing by him by itself points to the fact tha
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the coming of Resurrection is certain, but no one know
except Alah, Knower of the unseen, when exactly it wil
come. This same theme has been explained different
places in the Quan in various ways. For details, se&urah
Al-Aaraf. Ayat 187, Surah TaHa: Ayat 15, Surah Lugman:
Ayat 34, Surah Al-Ahzab: Ayat 63, Surah Al-Mulk: Ayats
2526 Sura AnNaziyat: Ayats 4244,
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*7 This i1s one of the arguments for the possibility of th:
Hereafter as is being stated in verse 7 below. One of t
reasons why the derers of the Hereafter regarded the life
after-death as irrational was; They said that when all
human beings will have become dust after death, ar
scattered away in particles, how it will be possible to brin
all the countless particles together and combine them to |
re-created as the same human bodies once again. T
doubt has been dispelled, saying)Every particle wherever
it is, is recorded in Gods register, and God knows where
particle is. Therefore, when He wills to recreate, He will no
face anydifficulty in gathering together all the partlcles of
thebodyofeagm nd every m
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4, That He may| M A s
recompense those * VAIRRC K:BIBEI« R@ ﬂfﬁ
who believed and |- ¢ ING" ¢ IBE‘B‘ﬁi

did righteous deeds
Such are those %ﬁ'ﬁiﬁ % a,éLQz>
theirs is forgiveness
and a provision, e <1
generous.

5. And those who _, g_A %}
have striven against &0 &% 8.0 >

Our revelations to A I;é'
@L@ B Nd.
frustrate them. ® &J

Those are,for them | # aj ¥ a,@gz>
IS a punishment of

. . *g A_A
worst kind, painful. A=k T,a
*g

*8 The above was an argument for the possibility of th
Hereafter: this is an argument for its need ad necessity. It
means: A time must come when the wicked should |
requited for their wickedness and the righteous rewardel
for their righteousness. Reason wants and justice deman
that a worker of goodness should be rewarded and
worker of evil punished. Now when you see that in th
present worldly life neither is an evildoer fully requited for

his evil nor a worker of goodness for his goodness, rath
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there are opposite results of evil and goodness in most cas
you should admit that this necessary demand of both reas
and justice must be fulfilled at some time in the future
Resurrection and the Hereafter will be the same time. It i
not its coming but its not coming which Is contrary to
reason and against justiceln this connection, another point
becomes evident from the preceding verses. They tell th
the result of faith and righteous acts is forgiveness and
bounteous provision, and for those who strive and a
antagonistically in order to discredit and defeat Allalis
religion, there will be a torment of the worst kind. This
makes it manifest that he who believes sincerely will not k
deprived of forgiveness even though he may not get
bounteous provision owing to some flaw or weakness in |
deeds. And the one who Is a disbeliever but whooes not
adopt an attitude of enmity and antagonism towards thi
true faith, will not be able to avoid the torment but he will
be saved from the worst torment.
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6. And see th(_)se Iﬁ@@ @E

who have been givel
knowledgethat what | K /Eﬂﬂ-al B kAmﬁ
IS revealed to you .
from your Lord, itis |22 YNEC2 0 ; f

the truth, and it B
guidesto the path of Ry = % ]

the All Mighty, the «o w?ﬁtﬁl"
Owner of Praise.™ ¥

*9 That Is, NThese antagonists cannot succeed in the
object to prove the truth presented by you falsehowever
hard they may try, for they can only delude and misguidt
the ignorant people by their designs. Those possessed
knowledge cannot be decel ved
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7. And said those
B T_e/
who disbelieved: @h@ @

Shall we pointoutto| @& - U@;:-A%Rq
you a man who B } E| Dyl T
informs  you that | EZ|- R @@i#| ﬁlﬁ*ﬁ:‘/’ -

when  you are

B :
scattered to piecesa T EEEE{ g BKAZ
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complete dispersal, 15 'a & o
then indeed youwill & B;JW@ q{gﬁ

become a creation A
which Is new.

8. Has he invented A -
& fmi%"A’&"al g

against Allah a lie,
or in him is a @'g10a pihg i
madness. Y But ]

those who do not ‘E%:’é@elqzﬁmg >
believe N the
Hereafter will be in ~@ dt0 1@ # "

punishment an*cilln SEREVY e’
error far away.

*10 The chiefs of the Quraish knew well that it wa:
extremely difficult for the common people to accus
Muhammad (peace be upno him) of being a liar, for the
entire nation knew that he was completely a truthful
person, and no one had ever heard a lie from him all his lifi
Therefore, they presented their charge against him befor
the people like this:AWhen this person utters an impossiblt
thing like the life-after-death from his mouth, he is eithel
uttering (God forbid) a falsehood deliberately, or he i
mad.0 But this accusation of madness also was as absurd
of falsehood, for a stupid person only could admit that suc
a wise and intelligent man as the prophe{peace be upor
him) could be mad. That is why Allah did not feel it was
necessary to refute their absurd charge by an argumen
and only made mention of their wonder which the)
expressed at the possibility of théfe-after-death.
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*11 This is the first answer to their charge. It means:iO
foolish people, it is you who have lost your reason. For yc
do not listen to the one who is informingyou of the truth
and are recklessly galloping on the way that leads to Hel
But the height of your stupidity is that you are calling the
one who is anxious for your salvationa mad peron.o
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) Beh A3 P mo-20 s mfA o &7 ) &
REOA P B3 " 31@@6@0 o LRl Bk E@i’lqu[ﬁﬂ

» B’ %fﬁ

9. Did they not then | gRea’ m & E_ .0}
seeat what is before . B LA :'EE'"
them and what is e(?‘--al A a/gﬁ--al:‘
behind them of the

heaverandtheearth. — ~GIY@E @”ﬂli""g

if We will, We could A )
cause them to be & &S ,EBtrU‘IFﬁR
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swallowed by the ap. & AT~ Er) ﬁ ' -
earth, or cause to -y £ %&%%
fall upon them a @&Ay & ~F" 2 & ﬁ@@é!ﬁ'm

piece of the heaven.

12 Indeed, in that is |9 m'@ s K [@e : éﬁ%w

a sign for evey

* o \B,
slave who turns (o | (O TEER BY
Allah). *13

*12 This is the second answer to their charge. T
understand it well one should bear in mind the fact tha
three things were most prominent among the reasons fi
which the disbelieving Quraish denid the life-after-death:
(1) They did not want to believe in any kind o
accountability before God, for after believing in such ¢
thing they would be left with no freedom whascever to
behave and act as they pleased in the world.

(2) They thought it was inconceivable that Resurrectiol
would take place and the present material order of th
universe would be destroyed and replaced by a new orde
(3) They thought it was impossible that the people who he
died hundreds of thousands of years in the past and who
bones even had decayed and disintegrated, would be rais
back to life. With the same body and soul. The answer give
above covers dlthese three aspects, and contains a sevi
warning as well.

The details of the theme contained in these laf sentence:
are given below:

(1) If you ever had observed this earth and the heavens wi
clear sightedness, you would have seen that it is not
plaything nor has its creation come into being by acciden
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Everything in this universe points to the fact that it has
been created by an A-Powerful Being with great wisdom.
In such a wise system it would be highly absurd to thin
that somebody could be left to live an irresponsible an
unaccountable life after he had been given the faculties

Intellect and discrimination and authority.

(2) Anyone who sees the natural order with discerning ey:
will realize that the occurrence of Resurrection is not at al
difficult. It can take place suddenly as soon as the system
which the earth and the heavens are bound together

disturbed. And the same system testifies that the Ongho
has made and is running this world today can creat
another world again. If it were difficult for Him to do so,
this world would not have existed as it does toda
(3) Your opinion and judgment about the Creator of the
universe that it will be impossible for Him to resurrect the
dead, is strange. The bodies of the men who die may uttel
decay and disintegrate and be scattered but neverthele
remain within the bounds of this very universe and do no
go anywhere outside its bounds. Then it is not atladifficult

for the God Who has created this earth and the heavens
gather together everything from the earth and water anc
air wherever it happens to be. Whatever makes up yoL
body today was collected and combined by Him, an
brought out from this very earth, water and air. When the
collecting and assembling of these elements together
possible today, how will it be Iimpossible tomorrow’
Besides these three arguments, the discourse also contair
subtle warning to the effect: You arc surrounded by God*
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Kingdom on all sides. Wherever you may go, you would L
covered and surrounded by the same universe. You cann
find any place of refuge against God, and Ga® power is
such that He can afflict you whenever He likes with
calamity from under your feet or from above your heads
You do not know what forces might be working under the
very surface of the earth which you find as an abode «
perfect peace and safety for yourselves, and when th
would cause an earthgake to take place and turn thesame
earth into your grave. You do not know when a disastr
might befall you, a lightning or a devastatng rain, or some
other calamity from the same sky under which you wall
about with full peace and satisfaction of the heart as if |
were the ceiling of your own house. In a state like this, yot
fearlessness of God, your heedlessness of any thought of
Hereafter and your vain and nonsensical talk against th
admonition of a wellwisher has no other meanig than that
you are only inviting your own doom.
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*13 That is, the person who is neither prejudiced no
obstinate and stubborn, but is a sincere seeker of guidan
from his God, can lean many lessons from the observatiol

of the earth and heavens; but the one whose heart is turnt
away from God, will see everything in the universe, but will

never perggiye anysign poinjing to the truth,o
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10. And certainly, a2 g /
We bestowed on ,ﬂ(ﬁﬁ'b,(y @

David from  Us *}\4{2@& q £
bounty. 4 O Bt of B
mountains, glorify =~ PGB i ax

with him, and the . aE
birds. *15 And We Sete 1 & sk

made soft for him @%73 a'f‘nt

the iron.
*14 This Is an allusion to the countless favis with which
Allah had blessed the Prophet Davidpeace be upon him)
He was an ordinary young man of the tribe of Judah, living
at Bethlehem. In a campaign against the Philistines he sle
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the giant Goliath, the great enemy of Israel, and sudden|
grew in esteem of the Israelites. With this event began r
rise to prominence; so much so that after the death of Sa
he was first elected king of Judah in Hebron, and then a fe
years later he was made king overlhathe tribes of Israel. He
took Jerusalem and made it the capital of the kingdom c
Israel. It was under his leadership that for the first time in
history a God-worshipping kingdom was established, whos
boundaries extended from the Gulf of Agabah to the
western banks of the River Euphates. In addition to these
favors, he was further graced with Divine bounties in the
form of knowledge and wisdom, and the qualities of justic
and mercy and devotion to the truth. (For details, see E.}

273 ofSurah Al- Baqarah %nd E.N.7 of Surah Bani Isral).
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*15 For this refer to Surah Al-Anbiya, Ayat 79 and E.N. 71

thereof.
Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A

X X X X Y X 5 X 2 Yo X 2 X X e X 5 5o X 5 X X 0 X 2 e X 5 X X 50 X 2 0 X 50 5o X 5 X 2 50 X 2 5o X 5 X 5 5 X0 2 X0 X0 5 X0 50 50 X0 50 X X0 2
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%




Y Y e e e e e e e o e o o o e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ok

X X X X e X X X 2 X X 2 X 2 e X 5 5o X 5 X 2 e X 2 5o X 5 X X 50 X 2 0 X 5 5o X 5 X 20 20 X 20 X X 5 X 2 50 X0 5 X0 X0 50 X0 50 5 X0 2 X X 0

A~ @2 v AgncB " Bl &7 %@ B mEle %
- DA M E 50

8 "A_1ligz15

11. That make suits
of armor and set

proper measure’®
In the links (of it),
and work  you
righteousness.
Indeed I, of what
you do,see.
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*16 For this refer to Surah Al-Anbiya, Ayat 80 and E.N. 7Z
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12.And for Solomon,
(We subjected) the

wind, its morning
journey a month,
and its evening

journey a month. ™’
And We caused ftc
gush forth for him
the fount of copper.
"8 And among the
jinn, those who
worked before him
by the permission of
his Lord. "° And
whoever deviated of
them from  Our
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command, We will A 1G)B%  #
make him taste of
the punishment of
the flaming Fire.

*17 For this refer to Surah Al-Anbiya, Ayat 81 and E.N. 74
theyeof.
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*18 Some former commentators have taken this to mee
that a spring from the earth had erupted for the Prophet
Solomon (peace be upon him)from which molten copper
flowed out instead of water. But another interprgation of
this verse can be that in the time of the Prophet Soon
(peace be upon him) the work of melting and mding
copper for different uses was done on a very large scale a
the same has been referred to here as the flowing of
spring of molten copper for him. (See E.N. 74 of Surah A
Anbiya).
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*19 The question whether the jinns who had been subdue
to the Prophet Solomon(peace be upon himwere human
beings d the mountain tribes or really the jinns who are
well known by this name as the hidden creatiorhas beer
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discussed in detail in our commentary of Surah AAnbiya
and Surah An-Naml. (See E.N. 75 ofSurah Al-Anbiya and
EdNs 23, 45,and 5¢ abura) An-Naml).
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13. They worked for | a a%a- ot = -
him what he desired, s B . @ﬁ%@ﬁm
lofty shrines and ' N7
images,2° andbasins ' ‘
like  wells, and
cooking pots, 2!
iImmovable. Work
you, O family of
David, in gratitude.
22 And few among
My  slaves are
grateful.

*20 The word tamatheelin the text is the plural of timthal,
which in Arabic is used for every such thing as is made |
resemble a natural thing, whether 1 is a human being, ar
animal, a tree, a flower, a river, or some inanimate objec
Timthal is the name of every artificial thing which may have
been made to esemble something made by God. (Lisan-¢
Arab). Timthal is every such picture which may have bee
made to resemble the likeness of something else, whet|
living or dead.0 (The commentary, Al-Kashshaf). On this
basis the statement of the Quan does not necessarily impl
that the images made for the Prophet Solomolipeace be
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upon him) were the pictures or images of human beings ar
animals. They might have been floral designs or nature
landscape or different kinds of decorations with which the
Prophet Solomon might have deaated his buildings and
Works.

The misunderstanding has been created by son
commentators who have stated that the Prophet Solomc
(peace be upon himhad goten the pictures of the Prophets
and the angels made for himself. They took such thing
from the Israelite traditions and then explained themsaying
that in the former Shariahsit was not forbidden to make
the pictures. But while accepting and citing these tradition
without question, these scholars did not keep in mind th
fact that the Prophet Solomon(peace be upon himwas a
follower of the Mosaiclaw and in that law making of the
pictures and images of human beings and animals wadso
forbidden as it is in the Shariah of Muhammad (peace be
upon him). And they also did not remember that because ¢
the enmity which a section of the Israelites bore against tt
Prophet Solomon(peace be upon him)they have accuse:
him of crimes like polytheism, idolatry, sorcery and
adultery. Therefore. one should not place reliance on tr
Israelite traditions and accept anything about this grea
Prophet, which might contradict any Shariah enjoined by
God. Everyone knows that all the Prophets who came aft:
the Prophet Moses(peace be upon himtill the Prophet
Jesus(peace be upon him)among the Israelites were the
followers of the Torah, and none of them had brought fortr
a new law, which might have abrogated thdaw of the
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Torah. Now the Torah clearly enjoins repeatedly tha
making of the pictures and images of human beings ar
animals is absolutely forbidden.

AThou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or ar
likeness of any thing that is in the heaven above, or that
In the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth.o ( E 20 d).fiYe shall make you no idols no
graven image, nor rear you up a standing image, neithe
shall ye set up any image of stone in your land, to bosown
unto i1t.o (Levit. 26: 1).
NLest ye corrupt yourselves, and make you a graven imag
the similitude of any figure, the likeness of male or femals
The likeness of any beast that is on the earth, the likeness
any winged fowl that flieth in the air. The likeness of an
thing that creepeth on the ground, the likeness of any fis
thatisin t he waters beneadt1618).
NnCursed be the man that maketh any graven or molte
Image, an abomination unto the Lord, the work of the
hands of the craftsman, and putteth it in a secret place.
(Deut. 27: 15).

In the face of these clear and express injunctions how can
be accepted that the Prophet Solomo(peace be upon him
might have employed the jinns to make pictures and image
of the Prophets and the angels for him? And how can th
thing be admitted on the authority of the statements of th
Jews who accuse the Prophet Solomdpeace be upon him
of idolatry due to his love for polytheidic wives? (Kings, oh.
11).

However, the Muslim commentators, while citing the
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Israelite traditions, had made it clear that in the Sharah of
Muhammad (peace be upon himlthis thing is forbidden;
therefore, it is no more lawful for anybody to make pictures
and images in imitation of the Proplet Solomon. But some
people of the modern time, who want to make photograph
and carving of idols lawful in imitation of the West, took
this verse of the Quan as an argument for themselves
They argue like this: "\When a Prophet of Allah has done
this and Allah Himself has mentioned this act of the
Prophet in His Book, and has expressed no disapprovaf it
el t her, It must be | awf ul
This argument of these followers of the West is wrong fc
two reasons. First, the wordtamatheelthat has been used i
the Quran does not explicitly give the meaning of thi
human and animal pictures, but it applies to the pictures o
lifeless things as well. Therefore, only on the basis of tr
word, it cannot be concluded that it is lawful to make the
human and animd pictures according to the Quman.
Secondly, it is established by a large number of the Ahadit|
which have been reported through authentic chains c
transmitters, and commonly reported by many authorities,
that the Prophet (peace be upon himgabsolutely forbade the
making and keeping of the pictures of the living things. Ir
this connection, we reproduce below the authent
traditions of the Prophet (peace be upon him)and the
verdicts given by the eminent companions:

(1) Mother of the faithful, Aishah has reported that Umm
Habibah and Umm Salamah(may Allah be pleased with
them all) had seen a church in Habash, which had picture
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In it. When they mentioned this before the Prophe{peace
be upon him), he said: "The custom among those peop
was that when a pious man from among them died, the
would build a house of worship at his grave and woul
make his pictures in it. On the Day of Resurrection, thes
people will be among the most wretched creatures in tf
sight of Allah.o ( B u k h a r {iSalat, Kluslima Kitabaals
Masajid; Nasa: Kitab al -Masajid).

(2) Abu Huzaifah has reported that the messenggipeace be
upon him) of Allah has cursed the maker of ptures.
(Bukhari: Kitab al -Buyu, Kitab at-Talaq, Kitab al-Libas).
(3) Abu Zurah says,nOnce when | entered a house alor
with Abu Hurairah , | saw that a painter was making
pictures at the top. Thereupon, Abu Hurairah said,il have
heard the Prophet(peace be upon him}pay: Allah says whc
could be more wicked than the one who tries to create
thing like My creation? Let them, if they can, create a see
or an ant.0 (Bukhari: Kitab al -Libas; Musnad Ahmad.
According to the tradition in Muslim, this was the house o
Marwan).

(4) Abu Muhammad Hudhali has reported on the authority
of Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) The Prophet (peace
be upon him)was present at a funeral prayer when he saic
AWho from among you would go to Al-Madinah and
demolish every idol that he sees, and level down every gre
that he sees, and blot out every picture that he see#\ man
said that he would go. So he went but came back witho
carrying out the task due to fear of the people ofAl-
Madinah. Then Ali submitted that he would go, and the
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Prophet (peace be upon himpallowed him to go. Ali went,
then came back and said: | have demolished every idol at
leveled down every grave and blotted out every picture
Thereupon the Prophet said:nNow if any one made any o
these things, he would be denying the teaching sent down
Muhammad (peace be upon himp (Musnad Ahmad;
Muslim: Kitab al -Janaiz; Nasai: Kitab al-Janiz also contain
a tradition on the same subject).

(5 Ibn Abbas has rAedphe whoendde a ficture
would be chastised and compelled to breathe the soul into
which he will not be abletodod ( Bu k h ar 4Ta bir,k
Tirmidhi: Abwab al -Libas; Nasa: Kitab az-Zinah; Musnad
Ahmad).

(6) Seeed bin al-Hasan says:i | was si t Abbas
when a man came and said: O IbrAbbas, | am a man whc
earns his living with his hand, and my professioms to make
these pictures. IbnAbbas replied: | shall say to you the
same that | have heard from the Prophet(peace be upor
him). | have heard this from him that Allah will chastise he
one who makes pictures, and will not leave him till he
breathes the sul into it, and he will never be able tc
breathe the soul into it. At this the man was much upset an
his face turned pde. Ibn Abbas said: nWell, if you have to
make the pictures, make of this tree, or ofomething which
I's | i fel ess. 0o -BupuMuslanr Kitab alk
Libas; Nasa: Kitabal -Zinah; Musnad Ahmad).

(7) Abdullah bin Masud has reported that the Prophet
(peace be upon himpaid: AiOn the Day of Resurrection the
ones to be most severely punished by Allah would be t
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painters of t h e pictures. o (-Libask
Muslim: Kitab al-Libas; Nasa; Kitab al-Zinah; Musnad
Ahmad).

(8) Abdullan bin Umar has reported that the Prophet
(peace be upon him}paid: Those who paint the pictures wil
be punished on the Day of Resurrection. They will be aske
to put life into what they have made. (Bukhari: Kitab al
Libas; Muslim: Kitab al -Libas; Nasa; Kitab al-Zinah;
Musnad Ahmad).

(9) Aishah says that she bought a cushion in which picture
had been painted. Then the Prophe{peace be upon him
came and stood at the door and did not enter. | saidil
repent before God of any sin that | may have committed.
The Prophet (peace be upon him)asked: iWhat is this
cushion for?0 | said: fiThis is here so that you may sit an
may recline on ito He said: "The painters of these pictures
will be chastised on the Day of Resurrection: they will b
asked to put life into what they have made; and the angel
(i.,e. the angels of mercy) do not enter a house which I
pict ures I n it. o -Lb&uMusima: Kiab al K
Libas; Nasal: Kitab az-Zinah; Ibn Majah: Kitab at -
Tajarat; Muwatta: Kitabal -Istidhan).

(10) Aishah says:nOnce the Prophet(peace be upon him
came to my house, and | had hung a curtain which ha
pictures on it. The cola of his face changed Then he took
hold of the curtain and tore it and said:iThose who try to
create like the creation of Allah will be among those who
will be severely punished by Allah on the Day c
Resurrection0 ( Mu s | I mLibakBukharb Kitablal -
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Li bas; Nasai: Kitab azZinah).

(11) Aishah says:iOnce the Prophet(peace be upon him
came back; from a journey and | had hung a curtain at my
door, which had the pictures of winged horses on it. Th
Prophet (peace be upon himcommanded me to remove |
and | removed ito ( Mu s | i miiba¥ Nasa: Kitala
al-Zinah).

(12) Jabir bin Abdullah says: The Prophet(peace be upor
him) prohibited keeping of the pictures in the house an
also forbade that somebody should make picture
(Tirmid hi: Abwab al-Libas).

(13) Ibn Abbas has related on the authority of Abu Talhar
Ansari: iThe Prophet (peace be upon him)said that the
angels (i.e. of mercy) do not enter a house where there i
dog, nor where thee is a picture. (Bukhari: Kitabal-Libas).

(14) Abdullah bin Umar says: Once Gabriel promised tc
pay the Prophet(peace be upon himk visit, but the time
passed and he did not come. The Prophépeace be upor
him) felt troubled and came out of his house and met hin
When he complained to him, he (Gabriel) repliediiwe do
not enter a house where there is a dog or a@it u 1
(Bukhari: Kitab al -Libas).

Several Traditions on this subject have been rated by
Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Daud, Tirmidhi, Nasai, Ibn Majah,

Imam Malik and Imam Ahmad on the authority of several
companions

As against these, there are some othdraditions which
allow some exceptions regarding the pictures. For exampl
according to a tradition of Abu Talhah Ansari, it is
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permissible to hang the curtain of a cloth which ha
pictures embroidered onit. (Bukhari: Kitab al -Libas); and
according to Aishah& tradition, when she tore a clotf
having pictures on it and made a cushion from it to b
spread on the floor, the Prophet did not forbid it. (Muslim:
Kitab al-Libas); and Salim bin Abdullan bin UmarG
tradition that the prohibition is of the picture which is
displayed and installed prominently and not of the on
which is used as a carpet: (Musnad Ahmad). But none
these traditions contradicts thetraditions which have beer
cited above. None of these sanctions the making a
painting of the pictures. They only tell that if a person has
piece of cloth having pictures on it, how he should use it. |
this regard, the tradition of Abu Talhah Ansari cannot at
all be acceped because it contradicts manyther authentic
traditions in which the Prophet (peace be upon him)not
only forbade use of cloth having pictures on it as a curtal
but even tore it into pieces. Moreover, Abu Talhah Ansas
own practice that has been reported in Tirmidhi and
Muwatta, in this regard, was that he did not even like to us
a piece of cloth which had pictures on it, as a carpet, not"
speak of hanging it as a curtain.

As for the traditions related by Aishah and Salim bin
Abdullah, they only permit that if a picture is not placed
prominently out of respect and esteem but is used as
carpet disrespectfully and is trodden under the feet, it coul
be tolerable. After all, how can thesdraditions be cited for
obtaining sanction for the culture which regards the art of
painting and portrait making and sculpture as an enviable
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achievement of the human civilization, and wants t
popularize it among the Muslims?

The code of practice that the Prophe(peace be upon him
left for his Ummah with regard to the picturescan be seer
from the conduct and practice of the eminentompanions,
which they adopted in this regard. The admitted principle
of law In Islam is that the authentic and reliable Islamidaw
IS that which the Prophet (peace be upon him)enjoined
during the latter part of his life after it had passed through
gradual and preliminary injunctions and exceptions. And
after the Prophet (peace be upon him)the eminent
companionpractice and persistence on a particular way i
a proof that he left the Ummah on that way. Nowet us se
how these holy and pious pedp treated and regarded the
pictures.

Umar said to the Christians: iWe do not enter your
churches because there are pictures in them. ( Bul
Kitab as-Salat).

lon Abbas would sometimes offer his Prayer in the churcl
but not in a church which had pictures in it. (Bukhari;
Kit ab asSalam).

Abu al-Hayyaj al-Asadi says:Ali said to me: iShould | not
send yon on the same mission on which the Proph@gieace
be upon him) had sent me? And it is this that you shoul
not leave any idol that you should not break, and yo
should notleave any grave that you should not level dowi
and you should not leave any picture that you should nc
blot out.o ( Mus | i m:-Jandz; Naséi: Kisab al
Jandz).
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Hanash alKinani says: Ali said to his chief of the police
ADo you know on whatmission | am going to send you? @
the mission on which the Prophe{peace be upon himhad
sent me, that you should blot out every picture and lev
downevery grave. o (Musnad Al
This very establishedlaw of Islam has been accepted ar
acknowledged by the jurists of Islam and regarded as a
article of the Islamic law. Thus, Allama Badruddin Aini

writes with reference to Tauhid.

AN Our e ledtleerHanifite jurists) and other jurists say
that making the pictures of a living thing is not only
unlawful but strictly forbidden and a major sin, whether
the maker has made it for a purpose where it would be hel
with contempt or for some other use and purpose. Th
making and painting of the picture anyway is unlawful,
because it is an attempt to create like the creation of Allal
Likewise. The making of pictures whetheron the cloth, or
on the carpet, oron a coin, oron a utensil, oron a wall, is in
any case unlawful. However, making the pictures c
something elsefor instance, of a tree, etcis not forbidden.
Whether the picture casts a shadow or not is immateria
The same Is the opinion of Imam Malik, Sufyan Thauri.
Imam Abu Hanifah, and other scholars. Qadi lyad says tha
the dolls of girls are an exception, but Imam Malik;
dssppr oved of e v eldmdatalQarinvgl. xxi

p. 70). Imam Nawawi has elucidated this same view

greater detalil in his commentary of Muslim. Please refer ti
Sharh Nawawi, Egyptian Ed., vol. xiv, pp. 8182).

This is then the injunction about the making of pictures. As
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regards the use bthe pictures made by othersAllama Ibn

Hajar has cited the views of the jurists of Islam as follows
n | bAmbi, the Malikite jurist, says that the consensus o
opinion is that the picture that casts a shadow is unlawfu
whether it is regarded with contempt or not. Only the dolls
of gi rl s ar e aArab;ealsac saystthatotime
picture which does not cast a shadow but which persists (
In the printed form, unlike the reflection of a mirror) is also
unlawful, whether it is regarded with contempt or not.
However, If its head is cut off, or its limbs or parts ae
separated, it may be used.Imam al-Harmayn has cited a
verdict according to which a curtain or a cushion having
pictures on it may be used, but the picture hung on the wa
or ceiling is forbidden, for it would show respect and esteel
for it, while the picture on the curtain or cushion, on the
contrary, would be held with contempt.lbn Abi Shaibah
has related on the authaty of lkrimah that the scholars
among the immediate followers of thecompanions held the
opinion that the pictureG beingon the carpet or cushion is
disgraceful for it; they also opined that the picture hunc
prominently is unlawful, but the one trodden under the fee
IS permissible. The same opinion has beented from Ibn

Sirin, Salim bin Abdullah, Ikrimah bin Khalid and Said bin

Jubair.o  (Fath al-Bari, vol. X, P. 300).
The details given above clearly show that the forbiddg of
the pictures is not a controversial or doubtful matter in
Islam, but it is an established article of the law according t
the express instructions of the Prophefpeace be upon him)
the practice of thecompanions and the unanimous verdict:
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of the jurists of Islam, which cannot be changed by th
hairsplitting of the people influenced by the alien cultures.
In this connection, certain other things should also b
understood so that there remains no nsunderstanding in
this regard.

Some people try to make a distinction between a
photograph and a painting, whereas the Shaah forbids the
picture itself and not any process or method of makini
pictures. There is no difference between a photograph and
painting: they are both pictures. Whatever difference i
there between them is due to the method of making the
and In this regard the Sharah Iinjunctions make no
difference between them.

Some people give the argument that thepicture was
forbidden in Islam in order to put an end to idol worship.
As there is no such danger now, this injunction should b
annulled. But this argument is absolutely wrong. In the firsi
place, nowhere in thetraditions has it been said that the
pictures have been made unlawful in order to avoid the
danger of shirk and idol worship. Secondly, the assertiol
that shirk and idol worship have been eradicated from the
world is also baseless. Today in the IndoPak sabntinent
itself there are millions of idol worshippers and polytheists
Shirk is being practiced in different regions of the world in
different ways. The Christian people of the Book also ar
worshipping the images and portraits of the Prophet Jesu
(peace be upon himpand Mary and other saints; so much s«
that even a large number of the Muslims also are involve
In the evil of worshipping others than God.
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Some people say that only those pictures which a
polytheistic in nature should be forbidden, i.epictures and
Images of those persons who have been made gods. As
the other pictures and images there is no reason why thi
should be forbidden. But the people who argue like thjan
fact, become their own lawgivers instead of deriving law
from the commandments and instructions of the Law
Giver. They do not know that the picture does not becom
the cause of polytheism and idoworship only but has
become the cause ahany other mischid in the world, and
IS becoming so even today. The picture is one of those ma
means by which the aura of greatness of the kings, dictato
and political leaders has been impressed upon the minds
the common people. The picture also has been us
extensively for spreading obscenity and today this mischi
has touched heights unknown to previous history. Picture
have also been used for sowing discord and hatred and f
creating mischief between the nations and for misleadin
the masses in different ways. Therefore, the view that tr
Law-Giver forbade the picture only in order to eradicate
iIdol worship is basically wrong. The LawGiver has
absolutely forbidden pictures of the living thngs. If we are
not our own law givers but are the followas of the Law-
Giver, we should desist from this accordingly. It is not at al
lawful for us that we should propose from ourselves a bas
for a particular injunction and then, on the basis of it,
should declare some picturs lawful and some as unlawful.

Some people refer to some apparently harmless kinds

pictures and say that there could be no danger from thes
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they could not cause the mischiefof shirk, obscenity,
political propaganda or other evils; therefore, they shoulc
not be forbidden. Here again the people commit the san
error: they first propose a cause and a basis for a
Injunction, and then argue that when the cause is not foun
In a particular forbidden thing, it should not be forbidden.
Furthermore, these people also do not understanthe rule
of the Islamic Shariah that it does not make vague an
ambiguous boundaries between the lawful and the unlawfi
from which a man may not be able to judge when he

within the bounds and when he has crossed them; but
draws a clear line of demarcation which every person ca
see like the broad daylight. The demarcation in respect (
the picture is absolutely clear: pictures of living things are
unlawful and of the lifeless things lawful. This line o
demarcation does not admit any ambiguity. The one wh
has to follow the injunctions can clearly know what I
permissible for him and what is not. But, if some pictures ¢
the living things had been declared lawful and som
unlawful, no list of the two kinds of the pictures howeve
extensive, would have made the boundary between t
lawful and the unlawful clear, and the case of many picture
would still have remained ambiguous as to whether the
were within the bounds of lawfulness or outside them. Thi
IS similar to the Islamic injunction about wine that one
should completely abstain from it, and this marks a clea
limit, But, if it had been said that one should abstain fron
such a quantity of wine as intoxicates, it would b
Impossible to demarcate between the lawful and tr
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unlawful , and no one would have been able to decide wr
guantity of wine he could drink; and where he had to stop
(For a further discussion, see Rasko-Masall, Part 1, pp.
152-155).
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*21 This gives an idea of the gnerous and large scal

hospitality practiced by the Prophet Solomon(peace be
upon him). Big bowls like troughs had been arranged t
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serve as containers of food for the guests and heavy cook
pots were meant for cooking food for thousands of th
people at one and the same time.

o) TR WK T -mD wﬁmé%m“mau ion 821
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a8y slis giBcdo By e @2 Yo 3 2 el
*22 A Gr at:ework llilee grateful servants. The mere
verbal thankfulness of a person who acknowledges on
verbally the favas done by the benefactor but uses thel
against his will is meaningless. The truly grateful persois
he who acknowedges the favos with the tongue as wé as

uses and employs the fawve according to the will of the
benefactor.
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14. Then, when g gy (A VD% A (5

We decreedfor him d&w'u L%ABWR(;Z W%%‘@
death, nothin "A'igEE L S8 Y & ‘ N &
informed them og:‘ @@\{K@g@
his death except a < : -

creeping creature of : JHE
the earth, which
gnawed away his

staff. Then when
he fell down, it
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became clearto the| 4 ]%(Z& G“"l?R Na
jinn "2 that if they
had known the 2 0 of
unseen, they would
not have remained
In the punishmentof

humiliation. 24

*23 Another meaning of the sentence can be: "The tru
state and condition of the jnns became clear and expose
" According to the first meaning, it will mean: iThe jinns
realized that their claim to hawe the knowledge of the
unseen wasv r o n éccarding to the second, it will mean:
NThe people who thought that the jinns possessed t
knowledge of the unseen, came to know thdahey had no
such knowl edge. o

o B8 o wd) ERd sk M n AR @b 123
Rty 4R NI @6/ 26 Bty gy 5> e e 3 [y iy dtac

@adf B %@-@/o/a,.] laC)\a| I |I1|§A'V\LZE3‘ @#R E_mﬁ/%&lﬂs%
AEE~£R Y| B Bl ﬁvagzx'ﬂ» S o E_lm'i‘!}ﬁ y

*24 Some modern commentators haw interpreted it as
follows: As the Prophet Solomois (peace be upon him}pon,
Rehoboam, was unworthy and given to luxurious living ant
surrounded by flatterers, he could not sstain the heavy
burden of responsibility that fell on his shoulders after the
death of his great father. A short time after his successio
the kingdom collapsel, and the frontier tribes (i.e. of the
jinns), whom the Prophet Solomonpeace be upon himhad
subdued by his mighty power, rebelled and broke away. Bt
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this interpretation does not at all conform to the words of
the Quran. The scene dpicted by the words of the Quan is
somewhat like this: Death came to the Prophet Solomc
(peace be upon him)in a state whenhe was standing ol
sitting with the support of a staff. His body stood in plac
due to the staff, and the jinns continued to perform thei
duties and services, thinking that he wasdiving. At last,

when the woodlouse started eating away the staff and

became hollow from within, the Prophet Solomods (peace
be upon him)body fell down; then the jinns realized that he
had died. After all, why should this clear and unambiguou:
description of the event beconstrued to mean that the wooc
louse implied the unworthiness of the Prophet Soloman
son, and the staff implied his power and authority and the
falling down of his body implied the disintegration of his
kingdom? Had Allah meant to say all this, there was n
shortage of the words in the vast Arabic language. The
Quran, in fact, has nowhere used such enigmatic langua
How could the common Arabs, who were its firs
addressees, have solved this riddle?

Then, the most absurd part of this interpretation is that
according to it the jinns imply the people of the frontier
tribes whom the Prophet Solomonpeace be upon himhad
subdued to perform certain services under him. Thi
guestion is, which of these tribes had claimed to have i
knowledge of the unseen, and whom did the mushrik
regard as the knower of the unseen? A person who rea
the last words of the verse with open eyes can himself ¢
that jinn here necessarily implies a group of beings wh
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either had themselves made a claim to have the knowled
of the unseen, or who, the people believed, had t
knowledge of the unseen; and the secret of this groty
being ignorant and unaware of the unseen became disclos
when they continued to serve the Prophet Solomofpeace
be upon him) under the impression that he was living
whereas he haddied. This statement of the Quan was
enough to induce an honest person to revise his this opini
that the jinn imply the frontier tribes, but the people who
feel shy of admitting the existence of the hidden creatic
called the jinn before the materialistic world stil insist on
this interpretation of theirs in spite of the plain meaning of
the Quran.

At several places in the Quan Allah tells that the mushriks
of Arabia regarded the jinns as the associates of Allah, ar
as His children, and used to seek their refugdiThey set up
the jinns as partners with Allah. whereas He has create
t hem. 0O (Bmaaim, AIAy aAnd the (have
iInvented a bloodrelationship between Allah and the jinnso
(Surah As-Saffat, Ayat 158). hAnd that, some people fromr
among the men used to seek refuge with some people fr
among the |1 ndimm. Agat: §).Sur ah Al
One of their beliefs was that they egarded the jinns as the
knower of the unseen and hidden. and used to turn to the
to obtain knowledge of the hidden things. Allah has relate
this event here in order to repudiate this belief and to mak
the Arabs realize that they are following the false creeds ¢
ignorance without any valid reason, whereas the fact is th:
thexe beliefs are absolutely baseless. (For furthe
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explanation, see E.N. 63 below)
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15. Certainly, there @A% %a G tf{%

was for Sheba, 2°

in their dwelling . =26 gy g B

placea sign.”® Two M
gardens ?’ on the AfE~#a | E"@Z 2!
right and the left.
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of your Lord and be A §B%‘{. O Ly Y0 B
grateful to Him. A v £ ' W%%
land pure and a M'& &gr

Lord, Oft Forgiving.

*25 To understand the continuity of the subjectmatter one
should keep in view the theme as expressed #Ayats 1-9.
There it has been pointed out that the pagans of Arabi
regarded the coming of the Hereafter as irrational, anc
declared openly that the Messenge(peace be upon him
who was presenting this doctrine was either a mad man «
deliberately was fabricating falsehood. In reply to this
Allah first gave some rational arguments, \lmich we have
elaborated in E.Ns 7, 8 and 12 above. Then in Ayal-21
the story of the Prophets David and Solomon and of Salt
has been related as an historical argument, which is mea
to impress the reality that the history of the human specie
on the earth itself testifies to the law of retribution. If man
studies his own history carefully he will see that this world
IS not a lawless kingdom, which might be functionin
blindly, but it is being ruled by an All-Hearing and All-
Seeing Being, Who treats and deals with His gratefi
servants in one way and with the ungrateful and thankles
people in quite another way. If one wants one can learn th
lesson from the same history that in tb Kingdom of God
which has such a character, goodness and evil cannot he
one and the same result. The necessary demand of its just
IS that a time must come when goodness should be fu
rewarded and evil fully punlshed
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*26 That Is, a sign of this that whatever they haw is the gift
of some one else and not of their own creation, andsan of
this that the one worthy of their service and worship anc
gratitude is that God who has blessed them with thes
favors and not those who hag no share in bestowing these

and a sign of this that their wealth is not imperishable but
can perish even as it has been amassed
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*27 This does not mean that there were only two gardens
the whole country, but that the entire land of Saba was lik
a garden. Wherever a man stood, he could see a gardon
his right and a garden on his left.
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16. Then they
turned away, % so

n 728 aA’B ,Atlﬁzﬁ 4:]

We sentupon them
the flood due to
bursting of dam, °
and We replaced

oTAEA" 2" ik i VI
Pykig2ln 1207 @
A A A
E"CUB (B T 24>

their two gardens
with two gardens
bearing fruit, bitter
and tamarisks, and
something of lote

trees,very few. ¢

B
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*30 A

*28 That is, they adopted the way of disobedience ar
iIngratitude instead of obedience and gratefulness.

. - A AAA M .
A@z‘v&t @@'iual‘ﬁ@nc% a,‘e"a 0 vCamiBos
*29 The word arim as used insayl alarim in the text Is
derived from the South Arabic word ariman, which stands
for a dam. In the ancient inscriptions that have beel
unearthed in the ruins of the Yaman, this word has beei

commonly used in this meaning. For example, in a
Inscription dated 542 or 543 A.D.which Abraha, the
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Abyssinian governor of the Yaman, had gdén installed
after the repairs to the great dam of Maaib, this word has
been used repeatedly in the meaning of a dam. Therefol
sayl al arim implies a flood that comes when a dam breaks

Y 3is o |1ueﬁ5 Biack MeEne, mv@"u%g@hﬁ Uw29
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*30 That Is, as a result of the flood that cane after the dam
burst, the whole land was laid waste. The canals which ti
Sabaeans had dug out by buildingdams between the
mountains were ruined and the irrigation system destroyed
Then the same land whib had been like a garden befor:
became a jungle of wild growth and no eatable plants wel
left in it except the small plune like frun of the lote bushes.
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17. That 1s, We

requited them %ﬁ Aa %R'E Fat WY

because of their ~;§A e '@1] "‘{I«
ingratitude. And ;

none do We requite A ’d@"B@ Ha

exceptungrateful.
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18. And We had asgza pk~p o

placedbetweenthem Bﬁ é%:'
and the townswhich IR"@@ & k L A L o
We had Dblessed (J béﬂf) JOTKa 1 ykﬁ %M@

(other)towns,visible.

And We set the %X X@QB@@& %@‘E‘W

stages between them

" » o < A .
o joumey. o O-@ Y gyg el o iy

Travel in them by / Cogr@A" @%

night and by day, ’ M
fearless. A éA% A

*31 ATowns which We had blesseat The lands of Syria anc
Palestine, which have beengenerally mentioned in the
Quran by this title. For instance, in Surah Al-Aaraf, Atyat
137,Surah Bani-Israil, Ayat 1, Surah Al-Anbiya, Ayats 71,
81. fiVisible townso :Habitations situated on the highway
and not inside the country. It may also mean that th
habitations were not very far apart but contiguous so tha
as the outlying areas of one habitation came to an end thc
of the other started coming into view.
AANd We made the stages (of journey) between them ear
Implies that from the Yaman to the borders of Syria the
whole journey passed through inhabited lands, and th
distances between one station and another were known a
determined. That makes the distinction between th
journey through inhabited land and the journey through
uninhabited desertarea. In the desert the travedr continues
to travel as long as he wills and halts when tired. Contrar
to this, in settled areas as the distance between c
habitation and the other is wel known, the traveler can
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plan beforehand when he would break his journey, wher
he would have his midday rest and when he would stay ft
the night.
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19. So they said| 1" /K nd2 B “ig

Our Lord, lengthen .
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*32 They may not have prayed thus in so many words. As
matter of fact, whoever is ungrateful to Allan for His
blessings tells Allah, as if to say that heis not worthy of
those blessings. Likewise, the nation which abuses t
bounties of Alah, in fact, prays to Him, as if to say,nOur
Lord, withdraw Your blessings from us, we are not worthy
of thesed Moreover, the words in the text also seem t
suggest that the Sabaeans perhaps regarded their lar
population as a calamity for themselves, and they al
wanted like the other foolish people thattheir population
shou &i fall.
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*33 That is, the people of Saba were so dispersed inl
directions that their dispersion became proverbial. Evel
today when the Arabs have to mention the compgte
dispersion of any people they refer to the people of Saba
an example. When Alah caused His blessings to «
withdrawn from them, the different tribes of the Sabaean:s

started leaving their homes and migratingto other parts of
Arabia. The Banu Ghassan went to settle in Jordan an
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Syria, the Aus and Khazraj in Yathrib, and the Khuzaah in
Tihamah near Jeddah. The Azd left forUman and the Bani
Lakhm and Judham and Kindah were also forced to giv«
up their homes for other places. Thus, the Sabaeans ceas
to exist as a ation and became a mere Iegend
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*34 In this context the fsteadfast and gratefulo implies
every such person (or persons) who ags not lose hi:
balance after he has received blessings from Allah, n
exults at prosperity, nor becomes heedless of God Who F
blessed him with these. Such a person can learn gre
lessons from the history of those people who adopted t
way of disobedience after attaining opportunities foi
progress and prosperity and ultimately met with their
doom. ,
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20. And certainly,
did prove true about
them Satan his
thought, so they
followed him, but a
party of the

believers. 3
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*35 History shows that in ancient times there lived amon:
the Sabaeans a snilagroup of the people, who believed i
one God, apart from all other gods. The inscriptions tha
have been discovered in the ruins of Yaman as a result
modern archaeological research point to the existence
this small element. Some inscriptions of the period abol
650 B.C. indicate that at several places in the kingdom
Saba there existed such houses of worship as w
exclusively meant for the worship ofdhu-samavi or dhu
sanmaavi (I.e. Rabb assamaa Lord of the heavens). In some
places this Deity has been mentioned &dalikan dhu-samavi
(the King who is the Owner of the heavens). This remnatr
of the Sabaeans continued to live in Yaman for centurie
afterwards. Thus, in an inscription of 378 A.D. there isalso
mention of a house of worship builin the nameof Illah dhu-
semevi.Then, in an inscription dated 465 A.D. the word:
are; Bi-nasr wa rida ilakin baal samin wa ardin(i.e. with the
help and support of that God who is the Owner of the
heavens and the earth). In another inscription of the perio
dated 458 A.D., the wordRahman has been used for th
same God, the actual words beingdpi-rida Rahmanan(i. e.
with the help of Rahman).
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*36 That is, Iblis did not have the power to have forcibly
misled these people to the way of Gdd disobedience
although they had wanted to adopt His obedience. Alla
had only given him the power that he may seduce ar
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mislead them and make k such people his followers, wh
may like to follow him of their own accord. And Iblis was
provided these opportunities for seduction so that th
believers of the Hereafter were distinguished from thos
who entertained doubts about its coming.

In other words, this divine statement makes the truth
explicit that nothing in this world other than belief in the
Hereafter can ensure ma@s adherence to the right way. If ¢
man disbelieves that he is to be raised back to life aft
death and has to render an account of his deeds before |
God, he will certainly be misled and go astray, for he wil
never be able to evelop In himself the sense
responsibility which alone can make him adhere to the righ
way. That is why the artifice of Satan by which he ensnare
man iIs that he makes him heedless of the Hereafter. Tl
one who escapes this satanic enticement can never ag
that he should sacrifice the interests of his real everlastir
life to the interests of the transient life of the world. On the
contrary, the one who disbelieves in the Hereafter under th
evil influence of Satan, or at least entertains doubts about |
can never be induced to withdraw from the cash bargail
being made in this world only due to the apprehension the
It might cause loss in some later life. Whoever has go
astray in the world, has gone astray only due to thdenial
of the Hereafter, or some suspicion about it; and whoeve
has adopted righteousness has done so because his righte
deeds have issued fim his belief in thg Hereatfter.
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*37 To understand fully the allusions made in the Quan to
the history of the Sabaeans, one should also keep in view
Information that has been obtained through otler historical
sources about this nation.

Historically, Saba was a great nation of Southern Arabia.
which comprised some large tribesimam Ahmad, Ibn Abi
Hatim, lon Abd al-Barr and Tirmidhi have related from
the Prophet(peace be upon him}hat Saba was the name ¢
an Arab, from whose race issued the following tribes
Arabia: Kindah. Himyar, Azd, Ash ariyyin, Madhhij,
Anmar (with its two branches: Khatham and Bajilah),
Amilah, Judham, Lakhm and Ghassan.

Since antiquity this Arabian nation has been well known t
the rest of the world. Ur inscriptions of 2500 B.C. mention i
by the name of Sabom. Then in the Babylonian an
Assyrian inscriptions and also in the Bible it has bee
mentioned several times. (See, for instance, Psalms 72:
Jeremiah 6: 20; Ezekiel 27:22, 38: 13; Job 6: 19). The Gre:
and Roman historians and the geographer Thephrastus
(288 B.C.) have mentioned it continuously for man
centuries of the Chrstian era since before Jesus (peace
upon him).

Its home was the southwestern corner of the Arabian
peninsula, now called alyaman. Its rise to prominence
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started in 1100 B.C. In the time of the Prophets David an
Solomon (peace be upon them}the Sabaeans had becon
world famous as a wealthy people. In the beginning the
were a sunworshipping nation. Then, when their queer
affirmed faith at the hand of the Prophet Solomon(peace be
upon him) 965926 B.C., probably most of them became
Muslims. But then in some unknown later period they agait
began to worship gods and goddessdike Almaqgah (the
moongod), Athtar (Venus), Dhat Hamim, Dhat Baan (the
sun-god), Harmatam or Harimat and many others.
Almagah was their chief deity, and the kings made claim t
the people's obedience as representatives of this deity. Ma
Inscriptions have been unearthed in the Yaman, which sho
that the whole land abounded in the temples of these goc
especially of Almagah, and thanks giving services for thel
were held at every important event.

As a result of the modern archaeological researches abc
3,000 inscriptions have been discovered, which throw
good deal of light on the history of this nation. Beside
these, if the information yielded by the Arabian traditionists
and the Roman and Greek historians is compiled, a detaile
history of this nation can be prepared. According to this
iInformation the following are the important periods of its
history:

(1) The Premid-seventh Century Period: In this period
Mukarrib was the title of the Sabaean kings. Probably ¢
synonym of Muqarrib, it signified that the kings regarded
themselves as the link between men and gods; or, in otfF
words, they were the priestkings. Their capital was Sirwah,
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whose ruins are found atady 0s | our ney
Maarib, and are now called alKharibah. T he foundations
of the great Maaib dam were laid in this period: then the
different kings extended it from time to time.
(2) 650 B. C. to 115 B. C.In this period the Sabaean kings
discarded Mukarrib and adopted the title of Malik (king),
which signified that theocracy was replaced by secule
kingship. They left Sirwah and made Maaib their capital
and extended it in every way. This place lay 3900 feet abo
the sea, ad is some 60 miles east of San&ven today its
ruins bear evidence that it was once the centi& a highly
civilized nation.

(3) 115 B.C. to 300 A.D In this period the Sabaear
kingdom fell under the domination of the tribe of Himyar, a
more numerous tribe of Saba. Tley discarded Maaib and
made their central place Raydantheir capital, which later
became known as Zafar. Itsruins can still be seen on
circular hill near the modern city of Yarim. Close by it
there resides a small tribe by the name of Hinmar, perhap
the remnant of the great nation which was once well know
throughout the world for its glory and grandeur. In the
same period the wordYamanat and Yamanaatbegan to be
used for the first time for a part of the kingdom, which
gradually became Yaman and the name of thenéire land,
which extends fromAsir to Aden and from Bab alMandab
to Hadramaut. During this very period the decline of the
Sabaean began.

(4) 300 A.D. to the rise of Islam This is the period of the
Sabaeds destruction. They started fighting civil wars,

X X X X Y X 5 X 2 Yo X 2 X X e X 5 5o X 5 X X 0 X 2 X X 50 5o X 50 X 2 0 X 5 5o X 5 X 2 50 X 5 5o X 5 X X 5 X0 2 X0 X0 5 X0 X0 50 X0 50 X X0 20
X 5b 55 b 5 5b 35 b 3 3b 3b b b 3 3 3 b 0 0 3b 3b 0b 0B 06 36 3b 3b 35 b b 3 3 3b 0B 06 3 3b b 3b b 36 36 3 35 b 06 3 3 3 0b 0 06 36 b ob b 0 b b b b b b 3f

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A



Yo e e e A A A e e e e e e e e e i i i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

which provided occasion for external intervention. This
resulted in the decline in their trade and their agriculture
and even loss of political freedom. Taking advantage of tr
iInternal conflicts between the Himyarites and other tribes
the Abyssinians occupied the Yaman and ruled it briefl
from 340 A.D. to 378 A.D. Then, though political freedon
was restored, breaches began tappear in the great dam of
Maarib, which in 450 or 451 A.D. led to the catastroph
occasioned by the bursting othe dam as has been referrec
to in verse 16 above Although after it till the time of
Abraha the dam was extensively repaired, the populatio
that had dispersed could not be brought back, nor could th
ruined system of irrigation and agriculture be restored. In
523 A.D., dhuNuwas, the Jewish king of the Yamar
carried out the great massacre of the Christians of Najrar
which has been referred to in the Quan under ashab al
ukhdud (Surah Al-Burooj, Ayat 4). In retaliation, the
Christian kingdom of Abyssinia invaded Yaman anc
occupied theentire land. Later the Abyssinian governor of
Yaman, Abrahah, in a bid to put an end tothe central
position of the Kabah and to bring the entire western
Arabia into the sphere of the Byzantine Abyssinian
Influence invaded Makkah in 570 or 571 A.D., a f& days
before the birth of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upor
him). The Abyssinian army was completely destroyed ¢
alluded to under ashabil-fed (Surah Al-Feel, Ayat 1) in the
Quran. At last, in 575 A.D. Yaman fell to the Iranians; their
rule came to an end in 628 A.D. when their @yernor
Badhan embraced Islam.
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The Sabaeans owed their prosperity to two main factors
agriculture and commerce. They had developed the
agriculture by means of a wonderful irrigation system
unknown in the ancient world except in Babylon. There
were no natural rivers in their land; in the rainy season
small hill-torrents rose on which they had built dams even
where in the country and collected water in small lake
from which they had taken out canals to water their lands
This had virtually turned the whole country into a vast
garden as mentioned Iin the Quan. The largest reservoir
was the lake which had been formed by the construction ¢
a dam on the opemg in the Jabal Balag near Maaib. But
when Allah caused His favos to be turned away from them,
the great dam burst in the midfifth century A.D. and the
resulting floods went on breaking one dam after the othe
on the way, destroying the entire irrigation system, whicl
could never again be restored.

For commerce the Sabaeans had been blessed by God v
the mostfavorable geographical position of which they tool
full advantage. For more than a thousand years the
monopolized the means of trade between the East and t
West. On the one hand, they received silk from Ching
spices from Indonesia and Malabar, fabrics and sword
from India, negro slaves, monkeys, ostrich feathers ar
Ivory from East Africa at their ports, and on the other, they
transported this merchandise to the Egyptian and Syriat
marts, to be supplied onward to Rome and Greece. Besid
they themselves were great producers of frankincense ai
myrrh and other perfumes, which were in great demand ir
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Egypt and Syria and in Rome and Greece.

Two great routes exsted for this international trade: the sea
route and the land route. The maritime trade remained ir
the Sabaeans control for more than a thousand years fot
they alone knew the mysteries of the Red Sea monsoc
breakers and rocks and the anchorages, and no oth
nation could risk navigation through these dangerou
waters. Through this maritime route they took their trade
goods to the harbos of Jordan and Egypt. The land routes
from Aden and Hadramaut joined at Maarib, from where a
highway led to Petra through Makkah, Jeddah, Yathrib,
Al-Ula, Tabuk and Aylah, forking at the northern end to
Egypt and Syria. Along this land route, a number of
Sabaean colonies had been established right from tl
Yaman to the borders ofSyria, as mentioned in the Quan,
and trade caravans passed by these day and night. T
signs of many of these colonies still exist on this route fro
which the Sabaean and the Himyarite inggptions are being
discovered.

After the first century after Jesus (peace be upon hin
Sabaean trade begaro suffer a decline. When the Greek
and then the Roman, kingdoms were established in tf
Middle East, the citizens began complaining of the hig
prices that the Arabian traders were charging for the
oriental goods because of their monopoly, and urged the
governments to take the initiative to break their supremac)
In the sea trade. Thus, in the beginning, Ptolemy Il (98346
B.C.), the Greek ruler of Egypt, reopened the NildRed Sec
canal originally dug by Pharaoh Sesostris some sevente
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centuries ago. Consequently, it was through this canal tha
the Egyptian fleet entered the Red Sea for the first time, bt
it could not succeed much against the Sabaeans. Wh
Egypt fell to the Romans they brought a stronger merchan
marine into the Red Sea and put a naval fleet at its bac
The Sabaeans could not withstand this force. Consequent
the Romans set up their trade colonies at every seapo
arranged supplies for the ships and also stationed the
military troops wherever possible. At last, the time cama
when Aden passed under the military occupation of th
Romans. In this connection, the Roman and the Abyssinie
kingdoms also entered secret pacts against the Sabaec
which ultimately deprived this nation of its political
freedom as well.

After losing control over maritime trade the Sabaeans wer
left with trade over the land route only, but many factors
combined to gradually break its back too. First, the
Nabataeans ousted them from all the colonies of the upp
Hejaz and Jordan, from Petra to AlUla. Then in 106 A.D.
the Romans put an end to the Nabataean kingdom ar
captured all the Syrian and Jordanian territories up to the
Hejaz. After this Abyssinia and Rome jointly tried to ruin
the Sabaean trade completely by taking advantage of the
iInternal conflicts. That is why the Abyssinians intervened ir
the Yaman again and again, till at last they brought the
entire land under their occupation.

Thus, AllahG wrath caused this nation to be toppled fron
the heights of glory and prosperity into oblivion from which
they were never able to rise again. There was a time whi
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the Greeks and the Romans felt tempted when they hea
of the legendary wealth of tlese people. Strabo writesnThe
Sabaeans use gold and silver utensils and even the ceilir
walls and doors of their houses are bedecked with ivor
gold, silver and jewelso Pliny says,iThe entire wealth of
Rome and Persia is flowing into Sabaean hands. They &
the richest people of the world today, and their fertile lanc
abounds in gardens, crops and cattle.

Artemidorus says,iThese peope roll in luxury. They burn

cinnamon, sandalwood and othe sweet smelling wood a:
f u e Likewise, other Greek historians relate that the
passengers passing by their shores can smell the perfun
of their land in the merchant ships at sea. For the first time
In history they built a skyscraper, called the castle c
Ghumdan, on the hill top in Sana This citadel, according to
the Arab historians, a twenty storey building each storey
being 36 feet high. Thus did they prosper andrgoy life as
long as Allah favaed them with His bounties. At last, wher
they transgressed h limits in their ingratitude, the

Almighty Allah also withdrew His attention, and they were
so utterly destroyed as if they had never existed at all.
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22. Say: Call A1a-~,ﬂ_%{g‘(mg Fure

upon those whom 5

you assert other “39) a "M,/ : o5
than Allah. 3 They @ E

do not possessan a PRy A @ZafA

at omod s invife
heavens,nor in the (AW '@‘f‘ @E'

earth, and they do L0 ;
not have in them R 1’©"@"‘@<al :

any share, nor is |a 5 gfan L B3
there for Him from & @A ! SA

M
among them any A O
supporter.

*38 Until now the mu s h r wrang @motions about the
Hereafter have been dealt with. From here the discours
turns to the refutation of shérk itself. .
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*39 That is, Allah makes and unmakes the destinies ¢
iIndividuals and nations and kingdoms in ways as you ha\
seen from the stories of the Prophets David and Solomq
(peace be upon them)and the people of Saba. Now, yo
may invoke, if you so like, these selhade gods of yours tc
see whether they also possess the power to cha
someonés good fortune into misfortune aml misfortune into
good fortune.
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23. And_ will not g 4/I§©B( ,EEN&AI
benefit intercession

with Him, exceptfor | o 1% HB&"Al3 |
him whom He

oermits. %0 until R @y BLEX BE%

when, fear IS A A
banished from their | © g-fo ATATRE

(angels) hearts, they @@A 5 a
will say: What has ﬁ

: A E
said your Lord. a NG w#K /LA
They will say: The

truth.  And He is '&B@ial £ wilc

the Sublime, the
’ *A1 wm 3
Great. 41 r <

*40 That is, not to speak of owning something, or being
partner in the ownership of something, or being a helper c
Allah in any way, there exists no one in the universe, who
his own accord may intercede for someone before Allar
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You are involved in the misunderstanding that there ag
some beloved ones of God, or some such powel
personalities, who can force and press God to accept the
Intercession, whereas the fact is that no one will dare utter
word of recommendation there without Allahds permission.
Only such a one willbe able to make his submissionsho is
permitted by Allah to do so, and will intercede for him
alone for whom permission for intercession is granted. (T
understand the distinction between the Islamic concept ¢
Intercession and the polytheistic concept, s&surah Yunus,
Ayats 3, 18 Surah Hud, Ayats 76, 105; Surah Tala, Ayat
109; Surah Al-Anbiya, Ayat 28; Surah AlFHa j | , Ay

M
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L N - -
KSR g A F g e R &b o |, e e,
Eodaxai-g M e @hme i} B By MK
*41 Here a graphic picture has been drawn of the tim:
when, on the Day of Resurrection an intercessor will be
seeking permission to intercede on behalf ocdomeone It
presents this scenenAfter submitting the application for

permission, both the intercessor and thgerson for whom
Intercession is being providedare awaiting the reply in a
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state of restlessness and awe. At last, when the permissio
granted and the person perceives satisfaction in the face
the intercessor he feels a little comforted and asks th
iIntercessor: AiWhat has your Lord said? oThe intercessor
says,iThe t r u:tpkrmission has been granted. What i
meant to be impressed is thisiiO foolish people! Such will
be the awe of the greatcourt of Allah! How dare you
entertain the notion that anybody will have you forgiven by
his own power, or dare behave stubbornly and tell Allah

These aremy Atavoriteﬂ they will have to be f rgivBenb
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24.  Say: Who g BB % - <
provides you from B¥! ﬁ<]{ AL ‘)@m@fﬁ
the heavensand the | 42 ~a ANSEL | ;
earth. Say: Allah. "2 A %} ?@ FE ﬁ@ﬁ@‘%m@
And indeed, we or o . let s { 7 a) T
you are assuredly f A f *W%
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error manifest. “*° @M%%
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*42 There is a subtle gap between the guestion and t
answer. The addressees were the mushriks who not only ¢
not disbelieve in the existence of Allah but also knew ar
believed that the keys of the provisions are in His hand. Bl
In spite of this theyalso held others as Allalts associates i
His work. Now when they were confronted with the
guestion: Who gives you sustenance from the heavens &
the earth, they were put in a tight caner. If they mentioned
another beside Allah, they would say a thing contrary to
their own and their peoples creed. If they showec
stubbornness and said such a thing, they feared that the
own people would immediately refute them. And if the)
acknowledged that Alah alone is their Sustainer, the)
would immediately be confronted with the next gestion:
Then, why and what for have you made these otheesyour
gods? When Allah is the Sustainer, why should these othe
be served and worshipped? Thus they stand confused a
bewildered. Neither can they say that Allah alone is th
Sustainer nor that another god is the sustainer. When th
guestioner sees that they do not make any answer,
himself answers hIS guestion and says, Allah.

U‘g\ E ﬂ)m‘»}ﬁ_ﬁ é@f‘l 3&\/ %i’ gADZ2 8 "RBc? 642
E:rgg "’:“)\~Q@>% Uﬁ“B&mMﬂ»ﬂB}, v g»ﬁnﬂz UE,&
~EM f@ﬁfﬁo ﬁ?'ﬁé@é‘ma A" B ")\ﬁ»a !tg>y g @,{K‘m@c
@Cézt AN%ﬁ@% eig2 0 B rﬁﬁ'—ﬂl‘lﬁl <o @@EAL'
&~@Z%H~EV’*6’ oot AU - et g o8 @ [ @o
<18 a~lﬁmf"/\we}\a B iK 68ras s [ECB "> s

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A

X X X X Y X 5 X 2 Yo X 2 X 2 0 X 5 X X 5 X 2 0 X 2 X X 5 X0 X 50 X 2 0 X 50 5o X 5 X 2 50 X 2 5o X 5 X X 5 X0 2 X0 X0 5 X0 X0 50 X0 5 X X0 20
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%



Yo Yo i Fr e e Fe e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e o e e e e e e Ao o e e e e
R -1 @zes i K tﬁcwé%iau BRI EHCT of | B,

- e, 3Ny nere R /L/?ﬁ@ﬂﬂmw a Cﬁw‘u kor
A 5(& <1’ da & o @7 e, iz @ ﬁLd‘\zss 2B
&y Aot nafie e AR @ h%e; 31, Miacon- g0

aaoUirg 8% "2

*43 This sentence contains an important point of thi
wisdom of preaching. The logical conclusion of the questic
and answer cited above would be that the one who sen
and worships Allah should be on right guidance and the or
who worships others beside Him should be misguide
Therefore, apparently, the conclusion should have beel
fiThen, we are rightly guided and you are misguided. But
such a plain and straight reply, although correct and true
would not have been a wise thing from the point of view (
preaching. For when a person is addressed and told plain
that he is misguided and the speaker claims to be right
guided himself, he will become obdurate and will never b
Inclined to accept and acknowledge the truth. As th
Messengers of Allah are not sent only for the sake

speaking the plain truth, but are also entrusted with the
duty of reforming the wrongdoers as tactfully as possible
Allah has not asked His Prophe{peace be upon him}o tell
them plainly, after the question and answer, that they ar:
all misguided and that he &ne is rightly-guided. Instead of
this, it was said: Tell them: it has become clear that w
regard as our Deity only Him Who is the Sustainer, and yol
have taken as deities those who are not sustainers. Now, |
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not possible that both you and we should be on rigt
guidance simultaneously. Only one of us can be righth
guided, and the other inevitably will be misguided. Now it i
for you to consider and judge who is being proved b

reasog, to,be in he right and who in the wrgng.
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25. Say: You will . B ) G 1S ~ 1A

not be askedabout Rl q'@BQ:mE I@ %@YQ
what errors we A Z e e R
committed, and we | R %43(:%{“6 @Wﬂm

will not be asked .s; . «B 4 Bu e s
aboutwhatyoudo. SR e ﬁaﬁ%
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*44 The about question had already made the listeners -
think seriously, This additional sentence was meant to mak
them think even more seriously, as if to sawilt is in our
own interest individually that we should consider anc
decide the question of guidance and misguidance rightl
For if we are misguided, we shall ourselvedear the
consequences of our error; you will not be held answerab
for it. Therefore, it is in our own interest that we should
consider seriously, before adopting a creed, that we are n
following a wrong way. Likewise, you also should thinl
seriously for your own sake, not for our sake in any way
and make sure that you are not investing your lifés capital
In a false creed. For if you committed an error in this
regard, youwould beharmirllag only your ownselvesandnotus.
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26. Say: will bring . 5 | a0 2 -
us together our fZ RdiIEK % Gig < M@%‘TQ
Lord, then He will

> X A . Z faPy
judge between us AIZK MK, T %%m&
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IS the Best Judge
All -knowing. "° *45 |XR(;IJI'G 5

*45 This Is the last and the strongest motive for th
consideration of which the listeneré attention has beer
Invited. It means to impress: The thing is not only that there
IS the difference of the truth and the falsehood between yc
and us, but that both we and you have to be present:
before our Lord, the Beingwho knows the truth and is alsc
fully aware of the affairs of each of us. There before Hin
not only will this thing be decided who, between you and u
was in the right and who in the wrong, but this issue als
will be settled how we made every possible effort to mal
the truth plain to you, and how you opposed and resisted t
|n§/our antagonism to the truth.
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27. Say: Show me L9 “Iilj_ﬁu\ﬁ_ﬂgg -q DK =

thosewhomyouhave
joined to Him as vy @l&;aﬂ"a qu |
partners.™° Nay, but

: *46
He is Allah, the All 21 33678 AEH
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Mighty, the All Wise. T b

*46 That is, before you take the great risk due to you
reliance on these deities, just tell me here who among the
IS so powerful as to arise in thecourt of Allah as your
supporter and save you from His punlshment
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28. And We have BA

not sent you except @EE" ,E W@“fA
to all mankind as a aAéJ é_ﬁ% a
bringer of good A
tidngs, and a @1 % w /c
warner. But most of ) A
mankind do not 4 A&‘J&*;E

know. “*/

*47 That is, you have not been sent as a Prophet for tf
people of this city, or this country, or this age alone, but fo
the people of the entire world and forall times, but your
compatriots do not recognize your worth and they do nc
realize how great a person has been raised among them a
Prophet (peace be upon himJand how uniquely they have
been blessed by Allah.
The fact that the Prophet(peace be upon himhas not beer
appointed a Prophet only for his own country or for his owr
age but for all mankind till Resurrection, has been stated ¢
several places in tle Quran. For instance:
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AAnd t han kas Keemnr revealed to me that | shou
thereby warn you and all those whom t may r e a
Al-Anaam, Ayat 19).

NO Prophet, say: O mankind, | am a Messenger to all of yo
from Al | ah-Aaraf, ABULESL h Al

NO Prophet, We have sent you to be a real blessing for .
the people ofthewvo r | d . 0 -A(bfya Ayatidi07)A |
NHighly blessed is He Who has sent down Aturgan to His
servant so that he may be a warnerta | | mankir
Al-Furgan, Ayat 1).

The same thing has been stated by the Prophébeace be
upon him) in a number of Ahadith in different ways. For
example

Al have been sent to all mankind, the black as well as ti
white.0 (Musnad Ahmad: Marwiyat Abu Musa Ashari).
Nl have been sent tothe mankind all together, whereas
every Prophet before me wasentonly to his own peopleo
(Musnad Ahmad: Marwiyat Abdullah bin Amr bin Aas).
nBefore meevery Prophet was specifically sent to his ow
people; butlhave been sent (Bukhari and
Muslim: From traditions related by Jabir bin Abdullah).
NMy appointment as a Prophet and Resurrection are like
this. Saying this the Prophet(peace be upon himyaised his
two fingers.o (Bukhari and Muslim). What he meant by this
was nJust as no third finger intervenes between these tw
fingers, so there is no prophethood betweeme the and
Resurrection. After me there will be Resurrection only, anc
| spgll be the Prqphet till Resxrrectbn.(‘)
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truthful. ™

*48 That is, AWhen will the time come about which you say
Our Lord will gather you together, then He will judge
between us rightly?We have been denying you persistent|
and opposing you openly for so long. Why is not then tr
judgment being passed against Gi 5
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*49 In other words, the reply means: Allalts judgments ae
not subject to your whims that He should be bound to do
thing at the time which you have fixed for it. He carries ou
His designs only according to His own discretion. Yo
cannot understand how long is mankind to be allowed t
function in this world in the scheme of Allah, how many
Individuals and how many nations are to be put to the tes
In different ways, and what will be the right time for the
Day of Judgment and summoning mankind of all ages fc
rendering their accounts. All this will be accomplished onl\
at the time which Allah has fixed for it in His scheme o
things. Your demands can neither hasten it on by a secol
nor your suppllcat})?ns can withhold it by a second.
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31. And said those w@Aqg @ -1_3 /
who disbelieved:We

will never believein || B2 Al&*?:ﬁﬂm

this Quran, nor in B O B,
; . # I
that (book) before it. Z# 5 %ﬁC@fCB
50 And if you could| [/ E"v¥d%a % " K
see  when the
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wrongdoers will be
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made to stand  a gEgra Eﬁﬁé
before their Lord. . iﬁ 5
Returning some of & 0O g,/ {e
them to others the LKOK kS
word. Will say those = g"t'e% Bee

B
who were oppresse( RA® ﬁﬁ’:‘ e3> YK
to those who were B v A)I)E”?IHB 2B o

arrogant: If it was 5 -
not for you, we "SI \smige R
would have beer
believers.™?

*50 The allusion is to the pagans of Arabia, who did nc

believe in anydivine Book
B _ BA

£ E o ot B 17 @50

*51 That Is, the common people who are following thei
leaders, chiefs, saints and rulers blindly, and are nc
prepared to listen to any word of advice from a welwisher
against them. When the same people will sec the actt
reality and will also remember how their religious leaders
used to misrepresent things, and when they will realiz
what doom they are going to meet on account of followin
their leaders, they will turn on them, and sayfiO wretched
people, you led us astray: you are responsible for all ol
afflictions. Had you not misguided us, we would hav
listened to the Messengers of llah and believed in what
they said.
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32. Will say those g»a" Stk > EyE 3

who were arrogant

B
to those who were aA:qun» /egh a ()KO
oppressed: Did we E B
keep you awayfrom 3B"2 60 H#p AL EC

the guidance after @él B
when it had come to ©4! 3 gK AR @&t

B B B
yo_u._ But }é(z)u were | 52 M”"dl-dﬁ"ﬁ»
criminals.

*52 That is, they will say: We had no power by which a fev
of us could have compelled hundreds of thousands of tl
people like you to follow us If you had the will to believe,
you could have deposed us from leadership and power al
authority and government. In fact, you were our army you
were the source of our wealth and power. But for you
offerings and gifts and taxes we shoulthave been paupers
Had you not sworn allegiance to us, we could not ha
flourished as saints even for a day. Had you not appreciate
and applauded us as leaders, we would have remain
unknown. Had you not become our army and fough
against the whole world for our sake, we could not hav
ruled over a single individual. Now why dort you admit
that you yourselves did not want to follow the way that the
Messengers had presented before you. You were the sla
of your own lusts and desires, and the demands of yo
selves could not be fulfiled by the righteous way of lif
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presented by the Messengers but by what we present
before you. You were heedless of the lawful and ti
unlawful and craved for the luxuries of life, which we only
could provide you. You were in search of such guides
could give you the licese to commit any sin, any crime, an
take on themselves the responsibility to have you forgive
by God, in exchange for gifts. You wanted to listen to suc
religious scholars only who could please you by provin
every kind of shirk and every innovation in religion and
every lust of your self to be the veryruth. You needed sucr
forgers who could invent a new religion by altering the
religion of God after your desires. You wanted to follov
such leaders who could help you become prosperous in tl
world, no matter how you fared in the Hereafter. You
wished to have such rulers who were immoral and dishone
so that under their patronage you also could haa the
freedom to indulge in any sin, any immorality. Thus, yot
and we were equal partners in the bargain. Now you cann
delude anyone by saying that you were absolutely innoce
andthat wehadq spoiledangd corrupted you againstyour will.
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33.  And will say a» eah > BB 1O |
those who were ) -

B B
oppressed to those G A X 2 a0

who were arrogant: . )I;':
But it was plotting R@ ©u  AGT7 41

by night and day, f‘glk ,Emp?’ %,IAI E

when you

commanded usthat ad"% :&acfj afk oy
we disbelieve in

Ms s I
Allah and set upHis ® B#EY / CRy ¢

partners. >°  And | app oK R T 114
they will conceal F¥ROT I
regret whenthey see <3 G E?-|K / C"

the punishment. And @ . A
We shallput shackles B ©i B@EEWY

on the necksof those ""alﬂﬂﬂﬁ B E&Al

who disbelieved.Can
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they be requited
except that which
they used to do.

b b _
xRa offf EC L

*53 In other words, the common peoplé reply will be:
NHow can you hold us as equal partners in thi
responsibility? Do you also remember what sort ¢
trickeries and deceptions and false propaganda yc
practiced and what efforts you used to make to tempt an
entice the people day and night. It is not just that yol
presented the world before us an we were allured, but this
IS alsoa fact that you used to befool us by your frauds an
deceptions and each one of you brought a new bait eve
daytotemptand | ure the si mpl e
The Quran has made mention of the dispute between tl
religious guides and their followers at different places i
different ways. For details, seeSurah Al-Aaraf, Ayats 38
39; Surah Ibrahim, Ayat 21; Surah Al-Qasas Ayat 63;
Surah Al-Ahzab, Ayats 66-68; Surah Al-Mumin, Ayats 47-
48; Surah HaMim Sajdah, Aa/at 29.
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34. And We did not | ta 1@ g £ o Z .
sendinto a township ﬁ%i:' al ;;;\/ @%W
any warner except '?kaN "L I'G ’l’z@/h 2 NS AR
said its affluent ER& A I@B @W
people: Indeed we, K ,ﬂll M 2z NPT
in that yOU have aB%/N—AQl- g% ﬁﬁl’. m%} %J @

been sentwith, are - ]
disbelievers.™* >t B ﬁw

*54 That the message of the Prophets was first of ¢
opposed and resisted by the wetb-do people whc
possessed wealth and influence and authority his has beer
stated at many places in the Quan. For instance, se&urah
Al-Anaam, Ayat 123; Surah Al-Aaraf, Ayats 60, 66, 75, 88
90; Surah Hud, Ayat 27; Surah Bani-Israil, Ayat 16; Surah
Al-Muminun, Ayats 24, 33 to 38, 46, 4 Surah Az-Zukhruf,
Ayat 23.
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35. And they said

| ; A A npENE % A
We are more in ~@2g| k> 1B 1o WWWQ

wealth and children, | _ 4\ ~Gcr g
and we are not of ®zx -@ % % QWH
those to be ™°~@B VﬁE%, #i m

punished.™>
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*55Theirreasoni ng was: N We ritess of dllaly
than you. That is why He has favieed us with the blessing:s
of which you are deprived, or have received them in less
measure. Why should Allah have given us all thes
provisions and wealth and poweyhad He not been please
with us? Now, how can we believe that Allah Who i
showering us with all kinds of His blessings here will punis
us in the Hereafter? He will punish only th@ee who are
deprived of Hi s favors her

This misunderstanding of the world-worshippers has also
been mentioned at several placaa the Quran and refuted.
For instance, see&surah Al-Bagarah, Ayats 126, 212;Surah
At-Taubah, Ayats 55, 69; Surah Hud, Ayats 3, 27; Surah
Ar-Raad, Ayats 26; Surah Al-Kahf, Ayats 34 to 43; Surah
Mary am, Ayats 73 to 77, Surah TaHa, Ayat 131; Surah Al
Muminun, Ayats 55 to 61; Surah AshShuara, Ayat 111,
Surah Al-Qasas Ayats 76 to 83; Surah Ar-Rum, Ayat 9;
Surah Al-Muddaththir , Ayats 11-26: Surah Al-Fajr, Ayats
15 to 20.
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36.  Say: Indeed, a, ﬁ,q-,r.& /'@&FE Wm
my Lord extendsthe S

provision for whom |z &% a /@isdf aBA | @QMM
He wills, and A - R ST AEN
restricts. But most ~% >tpy¥e 384 mwm

of the mankind do -
+56
not know. ~° A@ZIA e

*56 They do not understand the wisdom on which th
system of the distribution of provisions is based in th
world, and are thus involved in the misunderstanding tha
whoever Is being given abundantly is a beloved of Allah ar
whoever is being given sparingly is under His wrath. Thi
fact, however, Is that if a person looks around with ope
eyes he will see that in most cases the people with filthy a
repulsive character are prosperous, and many good ar
noble people, who are known and recognized as moral
pure, are found living in poverty. Now, how can a sensibl
person say that Allah dislikes the peple of pure character
and favors the wicked wrongdoers?
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37. And, neither A /?GIK/LE~£4-\ /
your wealth, nor

your children such
that they can bring
you nearer to Usin
position, except him A B A
who believed and | Y T g/ AGBR
did righteous deeds  of\ @7 >1ng57¢ N
“'Then those,theirs | ®Z>En2 N
¥Vi||(|i t}e reV\r/]ard thwo (N R gy e, B
old for what they A

did, and they will be | [B€' & Tag B
in_high mansionsin g -
security. 8 A ® egBHN

*57 This can have two meanings and both are correct:
(1) That which brings the people nearer to Allah is no
wealth and children but faith and righteous deeds; and
(2) wealth and children can become a means of nearness
Allah only for that believing, righteous person, who spend
his wealth in the way of Allah and tries to make his childrer
God-conscious and righteous by good education ar
tralnlng
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*58 Here alsois a subtle allusion that their blessing shall b
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Imperishable, and their reward endless. For one cannc
enjoy with full satisfaction of the heart a reward which is
likely to perish or withrawn suddenly at any time.
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38. And those who B. [. LA~ A T
strive against Our J Ndz @7 Zﬁ) gu, yR mwm
verses to frustrate " < y
’ # "E&r B
they, to the 88 & é &

punishment, will be A - @

brought.

39. Say: Indeed, a j RE #'tﬁtﬁre .
my Lord extendsthe

provision for whom | &ya; 3R&d «BA <

He wills of His
slaves.and restricts | Bz & e "o @B qd

for him (He wills). |, A -
9 And  whatever é‘(a&%ﬁ% 2
you spend of & oo .20 @ AR
anything, so Hewill @ & =
compensate it. And RS E&E L -
He is the best ofthe . -
providers, "6° A By 180

*59 The repetition of this theme is meant to impress this
The abundance or restriction of the provisions is connecte
with Allah G will, not with His pleasure and approval.
Under the will of Allah every good or evil person is
receiving his provision. Both those who believe in Him anc
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those who do not believe are getting their provisions.
Neither is abundance of the provisions a proof that ones
Al | a h aite sefvantvnor is its restriction a sign that one
IS under His wrath. Under His will a wicked and dishones
person prospers, although wickedness and dishonesty &
disliked by Allah. On the contrary, under the samedivine
will a truthful and honest man suffers losses and undergog
hardships although these qualities a liked by Allah.
Hence, the person who regards the material gains ar
benefits as the criterion for the good and evil Is gross
mistaken. The real criterion is AllanGs pleasure anc
approval which is attained through the moral qualities liked
and approved by Him. With these qualities if a person gel
the worldly blessings as wejlit will certainly be Allah G
bounty for which he should be grateful to Him. But if from
the moral point of view a person is Allalis rebel and is
disobedient to Him andin spite of that is being faveed with
worldly blessings, it would mean that he is preparing
himself for a strict accountability and a most sever:
punlshment
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*60 Sustainer, Creator, Inventor, Donor and many othet
such attributes are in fact the attributes of Allah, but are
metaphorically applied to men also. For examig, about a
person we may sayHe provided a job for saand-so, or he
made or invented such and such a thing,rdhe made a gift
to soand-so. Accordingly, Allah has used the wordKhair
ar Razigin (the Best of Providers) for Himself. It means tc
Impress the fact that Allah is the best obroviders among
all those about whom you think that they are in any wa
connected with arranging the provisions.
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40. And the Day He @ _ A
will gather them all QYK L EsE

together, then He 22 @gﬂla ID‘ZB'E'

will say to the 5
angels:Are these the o 1, _JR®z H¥
people, to you they . BB .
worshipped. ¢! Ve>a o
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*61 Since the earliest times the polytheists in every age ha
been looking upon the angels as gods and goddesses
carving their idols and worshipping them. One has bee
regarded as the god of rain, another of lightning ant
another of wind; one is the goddess of wealth, another
knowledge and another of life and death. About this Allat
says that on the Day of Resurrection ta angels will be
asked: Were you being worshipped as deities by the:s
people? This question is not meant merely to find out the
truth, but to ask: Did you approve of their worship? Did
you tell the people that you were their deities, so the
should worship you? Or, did you wish that the peopl:
should do obeisancao you? This question will not only be
asked of the angels but of la those beings who have bee
worshipped as gods in the world. In Surah AFurgan it has
been said:NOnN that Day (Allah) will gather all these people
together as well as their deities, whom they worship besic
Allah. Then he will ask them Did you mislead these
servants of Mine, or dd they themselves go astray?Ayat
17).
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41. They will say: | -4 qay = 5
Glory be to You. d“ Aglﬂ& £

You are our | " ; & a2p3)1 LAM.
benefactor instead

B B _ . M
of them. "2 But they *”® T0AfET £°° A2 3

used to worshipthe | _. 6%, . )
jinn. Most of them /2&%3 &EA2 06

were believers in “63)a >|>3a§8/A1g
them, "63

*62 That Is, they will answer: You are Pure and Exalted fai
above that another should be made a partner in Godhee
with you. We have no connection with these peopl&ve are
not responsible for themnor for what they did. We are
Your servants only

~@Emﬁmc@/w| Hucdle 8% cilee 5o "&:%62
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*63 In this sentence, jinn implies the satans anmy the
jinns. The answer means: Apparently these people
worshipped us, by mentioning our names and by makin
our images according to their imaginations. But, in fact
they did not worship us but worshipped the satans, for th
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satans only had shown them the way that they shou
regard others than Allah as fulfillers of their needs, anc
should make offerings before them.

This verse clearly brings out the error of the view of thos
people who take the wordjinn to mean the dwellers of the
mountains and deserts and rural areas. Can a sensikt
person imagine, on the basis of this verse, that the peoj
used to worship the dwellers of the mountains and th
deserts and the villages and believed in them? This ver
also throws light on another meaning ofibadat It shows
that ibadat is not mere worship and service, but it alsi
Implies carrying out somebodys orders and obeying hinr
without question. Even if one curses another (as one curs
Satan) but at the time follows his wg, one would be
performing his ibadat For other examples, see Surah Ar
Nisa, Ayats117119; Surah Al-Maidah, Ayat 60; Surah At-
Taubah, Ayat 31; Surah Maryam, Ayat 42; Surah Al-
Qasas Ayat 63.
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42. So today, no A = G LR ool
power shall they ~@'B§€”&;£ M"(Z %m@@\w
have, any of you @C e = TR '“C'%
over another, to é BC™ etC ¢ wt@%

benefit, nor to harm. % Bl RRA ARG
And We shall sayto ' Sl
those who  did
wrong:. Taste the
punishment of the

fire that which you
used to deny.

43. And when are
recited to them Our
clearversestheysay:
This Is not excepta
man who intends .
that he could hinder PN, =
you from that which g»BaBz;‘EE% b, cFB a
usedto worship your ’

E
forefathers.And they B,‘ﬁ'f-e /'S kK LA

said: This is not Al aa 3 aAé
excepta lie, that has ” L 3"3:&

been invented. And 18 /%% BMegYl R ¢ @

said those who| g A A -
disbelieved of the W R
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truth  when it has advg R @-@K ke | émﬁﬁ

come to them: This 5 ‘
is not except an Cilg &lg2 3ﬁ3lz

obvious magic.

44. And We had &y o>y - -
not given them %@; 58%@%%
books which they |"d&* BRE ! ﬂ- o 1z .
could study, and We B ml l@\%\m
had not sent to|2 ¢- ; fE@U’I’R | -

them, before you,
any warner. "%

64 )\I'G %@/B Vi

*64 That is, neither a book from God has come to ther
before thisnor a messengerywho might have taught them tc
worship and serve others than God. Therefore, they a
denying the invitation to Tauhid given by the Quran and
Muhammad (peace be upon him due to sheer ignorance
and not on the basis of any knowledge. They have in fact |
authorlty for thls

Py EE’?.G’@;WC% @mﬁ o oA Q@m”a"%a 5" %64
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45. And deniedthose &AE 2;A'HV>?@N ﬂ;&c
who were before

B
these, and these %ﬂ:ﬁ [RRE Y2 BT oo p
have not attained a IO

A . Ly
tenth of what We Efgg YRR ~ 8 E
had given to them A /OB ,. B
yet they denied My Kig* 8, l‘«’m’
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messengers. Then |65 ) gy ipte - N -
how was My denial. %A@ bemie - ﬁmﬁm@

*65

*65 That is, the people of Makkah have not attained eve
onetenth of the power and grandeur and prosperity that
was possessed by those people. But just see how they v
to their doom ultimately and their power and wealth could
not avail them anything, when they refused to believe in th
realities presented before them by the Prophets, ar
founded their system of life on falsehood
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46. Say: | only p Gk T alﬁ~;:-i@ﬁ¢€
admonish you on B

one thing. That you K §§- @Ry ¢ ; |
stand up for Allah . L
by twos and ). é C% ) G%IAM’
individually,  then |k g2 3-;!‘)@7‘/ er

reflect, there is not ;:ﬁ%

in your companion °1 3 A%”@'WE
any madness®® He a %.ﬁ-@ W, & 1/2 e
ISnotexceptawarner

: A ~ .
toyoubeforecoming 2@ TT &y &€ 7 ¢ .
of a severe *67 ’
punishment.”®’

*66 That is, free yourselves of selfish interests and whin
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