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In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

Name
The Surah takes its name from the alphabetic letteGSuad
with which it begins.
Period of Revelation

As will be explained below, according to some tradition|*
this Surah wasrevealed in the period when the Propheif*
(peace be upon himhad started calling the people openly t
Islam in Makkah, and this had caused great alarm amon
the chiefs of the Quraish. If this be true, its period of¥
revelation would be about the 4th year of the Prophethoo(|*
According to some other traditions, it wasrevealed after |¥
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Umar® embracing Islam, and this happened, as is we
known, after the migration to Habash. Another chain of the
traditions shows that the event which occasioned tr
revelation of this Surah took place during the last iliness c
Abu Talib. If this be correct, the period of its revelation
would be the 10th or 11th year of the Prophethood.
Historical Background
Here is a resume of the traditions related by Imam Ahmad
Nasa, Tirmidhi, Ibn Jarir, Ibn Abi Shaibah, Ibn Abu
Hatim, Muhammad bin Ishaq and others:
When Abu Talib fell ill, and the Quraish chiefs knew that
his end was near, they held consultations and decided
approach the old chief with the request that he should solv
the dispute between them and his nephew. For they fear:
that if Abu Talib died and then they subjected Muhammad
(peace be upon himto a harsh treatment, after his death
the Arabs would taunt them, saying They were afraid of
the old chief as long as he livechow that he is dead the)
have started maltreating his nephew. At least 25 of tfF
Quraish chiefs including Abu Jahl, Abu Sufyan Umayyah
bin Khalaf, Aas bin Wall, Aswad bin al-Muttalib, Ugbah
bin Abi Mu ait, Utbah and Shaibah went to Abu Talib. First,
they put before him their complaints against the Prophe
(peace be upon him)as usual, then saidWe have come fc
present before ya a just request and it is this let your
nephew leave us to our religion, and we shall leave him
his. He may worship whomever he may please: we shall r
stand in his way in this matter; but he should not condemi
our gods, and should not try to force us to give them uj
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Please tell him to make terms with us on this condition. Ab
Talib called the Prophet (peace be upon him)and said
Dear nephew, these people of your tribe have come to 1
with a request. They want you to agree with them on a jus
matter so as to put an end to your dispute with them. The
he told him about the request of the chiefs of the Quraisl
The Prophet (peace be upon him)replied: Dear uncle: |
shall request them to agree upon a thing which, if the
accept, will enable them to conquer the whole of Arabia an
subject the nonArab world to their domination. Hearing
this, the people were first confounded; they did not knov
how they should turn down such a proposal. Then, afte
they had considered the matter, they replied: You speak ¢
one word: we are prepared to repeat ten others like it, bu
please tell us what it is. The Prophe{peace be upon him
said: La ilaha ill-Allah. At this they got up all together and
left the place saying what Allah has narrated in the initia
part of this Surah.

Ion Saad in his Tabaqgat has related this event just as cite
above, but, according to him, this did not happen during
Abu Talibs last illness but at the time when the Prophe
(peace be upon him)had started preaching Islam openly
and the news of the conversion of one person or the oth
was being heard almost daily in Makkah. In those days th
Quraish chiefs had led several deputations to Abu Talib an
had asked him to stop Muhammad(peace be upon him
from preaching his message, and it was with one of tho
deputations that this conversation had taken place.
Zamakhshari, Razi, Nisaburi and other commentators say
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that this deputation went to Abu Talib at the time then the
chiefs of the Quraish had been upset at Um& embracing
Islam; but no reference to its basis is available in any boc
of the traditions, nor have these commentators cited th
source of their this information. However,if it be true, it is
understandable. For, the unbelieving Quraish had already
been bewildered to see that the person who had arisen frc
among themselves with the message of Islam had no para
In the entire tribe as regarded nobility, purity of character,
wisdom and seriousness. Moreover, his right hand man ar
chief supporter was a man like Abu Bakr, who was we
known in and around Makkah as a gentle, righteous an
brilliant man. Now when they might have seen that a brav
and resolute man like Umar also had joined them, the
must have felt that the danger was growing and becomir
Intolerable.
Subject Matter and Topics

The Surah begins with a review of the aforesaid meetin
Making the dialogue between the Prophe{peace be upor
him) and the disbelievers the basis, Allah says that tt
actual reason with those people for their denial is not an
defect in the message of Islam but their own arroganc
jealousy and insistence on following the blind. They are nc
prepared to believe in a man from their own clan as
Prophet of God and follow him. They want to persist in the
iIdeas of ignorance which they have found their ancesto
following. And when a person exposes their this ignoranc
and presents the truth before them, they are alarmed an
regard it as an oddity, rather as a novel and impossibl
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thing. For them the concept of Tauhid and the Hereafter i
not only an unacceptable creed but also a concept whi
only deserves to be ridiculed and mocked.

Then, Allah, both in the initial part of the Surah and in its
last sentences, has precisely warned the disbelievers, as i
say. The man whom you are ridiculing today and whos:
guidance you reject will soon overpower youand the time
IS not far when in this very city of Makkah, where you are
persecuting him, he will overwhelm you completely.

Then describing nine of the Prophets, one after the othe
with greater detalls of the story of the Prophets David an
Solomon (peace be upon them)Allah has emphasized the
point that His Law of Justice is impartial and objective, that
only the right attitude of man is acceptable to Him, that He
calls to account am punishes every wrongdoer whever he
may be. And that He likes only those people who do nc
persist in wrongdoing but repent as soon as they ai
warned of it, and pass their life in the world keeping ir
mind their accountability in the Hereafter.

After this, the final end that the obedient servants and th
disobedient people will meet in he Hereafter, has beel
depicted and two things have been especially impressed |
the disbelievers

(1) That the leaders and guides whom the ignorant peop
are following blindly in the world, on the way of deviation,
will have reached Hell even before their followers in thi
Hereafter, and the two groups will be cursing each othel
there.

(2) That the disbelievers will be amazed to see that there
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no trace whatscever in Hell of the believers whom they use
to regard as contemptible in the world and will themselve
be involved in its torment.

In conclusion, mention has been made of the story of Ada
and Iblis (Satan), which is meant to tell the disbelievin
Quraish that the same arrogance and vanity which wa
preventing them from bowing before Muhammad(peace be
upon him) had prevented Iblis also from bowing before
Adam. Iblis felt jealous of the high rank God had given tc
Adam and became accursed when he igbbeyed His
command. Likewise, yu, O people of Quraish, are feelinc
jealous of the high rank God has bestowed on Muhamme
(peace be upon him)and are not prepared to obey hinr
whom God has appointed His messenger. Therefore, vy
will be doomed ultimately to the same fate as will be met &
Satan.
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Most Merciful. 4 FgQO IEAq
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au Y 1€ petiace) 3 N L}W&Weﬂ
Ade

Quran, full of
admonition. " LR B §

*1 Although like all other enigmatic letters (nugattaad, it is
also difficult to determine the meaning of the letter Suad
yet the interpretation of it given by Ibn Abbas and Dahhak
IS quite plausible. According to them, it implies:Sadiqun fi-
gauli-hi, or Sadaga Muhammadn: Muhammad (peace be
upon h|m) Is truthful: whatever he says is the verycruth
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*2 The words dhidh-dhikr of the text can have twc
meanings

(1) Dhi sharaf. the noble Quran.

(2) Dhi at-tadhkir: the Quran which isfull of admonition, or

the Quran which serves as a reminder, or arouses a heedl
person.
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2. But those who A . mﬂmﬁ
Gisbolicved are 1 /A0 BB s ,
false pride and *3)\~@@-%§ W

dissension.? ‘

*3 If the inter pretation given of suad by Ibn Abbas and
Dahhak is accepted, the sentence walimean this: By this
noble Quran, or by this Quran which is full of admonition,
Muhammad (peace be upon him) is presentinghe truth,

but the people who persist in their denial, are in fact
iInvolved Iin arrogance and stubbornness. And ifSuad is
taken as one of those enigmatic letters whose meani
cannot be determined, then the answer to the oath

omitted, which is indicated by fibuto and the sentenct
following it. The meaning then would be: The reason for thi
denial of these disbelievers is not that the religion which
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being presented before them is unsound, or th:
Muhammad (peace be upon himhas shown some slackne:
In the matter of presenting thetruth before them, but their
own boasting and bragging, their haughtiness an
stubbornness, ad this is borne out by this Quman itself,
which is full of admonition. Every unbiased person whc
studies it will admit that full justice has been done in it tc
the task of makigg the p%opl%\understanld thErch.
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3. How many
have We destroyed
before them, nations
so they cried out,
and it was not the
time for escape.
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4, And they

wondered that has
come to them a
warner from among
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themselves, * and | quaz 49 /'t o y l--“a"v!vﬂ;
sald the disbelievers: .

This is a wizard, ™ a Ak?@'“"ﬁS 2| BCIA
big liar.

*4 That is, they are so foolish that when a man from thei
own kind and from their own clan and brotherhood, whom
they knew well, was appointed to warn them, the
wondered at it, whereas it would have been strange if sor
other kind of creature had been sent down from heaven t
warn human beings, or an utter stranger had arisen amon
them suddenly and started functioning as a prophet. In tha
case they would have been perfectly justified to sayVhat
an odd thing! How can this strange creature know ou
conditions and feelings and requirements that he shoul
guide us? How can we test and find out the truth about th
stranger who has suddenly arisen among us and knc
whether he is trustworthy or not? And how can we decid
whether we should or should not believe in him when w
have not judged and seen his character and personality?
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*5 The disbelievers used the worgahir (wizard, sorcerer,
magician) for the Prophet(peace be upon hm) in the sense
that whoever came in contact with him was so influenced k
him that he would become his follower like a possess
person He would least mind severing of his connectior
with others or incurring material losses The father would
give up the son and the son would give up the fathelfhe
wife would separate from the husband and the husban
would separate from the wife One would at once be
prepared to leave his country if so required One would
even be ready to pass through the severest peragons for
the sake of the faith. (For further details, see Surah Al
Anbiya, Ay%t 3and EgN 5 Hwereof). ’
“U2 @ EA| § ﬁ)@?ﬁ»% &%@&e "> m%mﬁa @5
e wanloac wp T e de 28 6 oTuty
Ae Bhoik a e 3%QM£JA B S G I%E%/C@SA kT
I [B/CR BN | wgi‘ia p B 1" 7o Y0 4 e
¢Sgp @3 g, ﬁﬁﬁv& SO B2 ﬁﬂw"z'v’& DK , & nﬂ
N . ...B , _
(dtrEraa M E bfvee @ Fi e & 2
5. Has he made .
many gods as One B&Mﬁé " B
God. Indeed, this is Y %I&M ¢

a thing astounding.

6. And went about *gxfi’ / ﬁﬂb[,é /
the leaders among

them: ® That go on, ézg §ym e p-@

and remain patient

over your gods. *1 3o ety @QBCM W
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Indeed, this is a *8)\.7..*7

thing™ intended.® A@gﬁ

*6 The allusion is to the chiefs who got up and left Ab
Talib when they had heard what the Prophet(peace be
upon him) said.

15t o BEM e 95 19 koSl &0 meBC A= B 6

-
*7 AThis thingo: the Prophett (peace be upon himasking
them to affirm faith in La-ilaha ill-Allah so as to overpowe
both Arabia and the adjoining lands.

B B B AR e X
wﬂ@w&'&( LA R|&G 1IDAK 1% lﬂﬁ@&%é‘@&/f‘"%?
*8 What they meant to say was this: Muhammad has son

vested Iinterests He is extending this invitation to us in
order to subjugate us and rule us as his subjects.

a S e 6 0B % Lag O B0 Bl @3 RN LAS
A B = )
A7 A e Aianaad (Pay & [ya

7. We have not e B~ o Ay
heard of this among tﬂll% o ¥ &” 'Ed; @A%m
the people of latter ~1§\9 ~@B ¢ WM {@ It% '@M‘k

*9 . . J
days. ° This is not A% kg G g2, .

but an invention.

*9 That is, there have been our ow elderly people in the
recent past There are Christians and Jews also living in oul
land and Iin the adjoining lands; and there ae the
Zoroastrians abounding in Iran and Iraq and eastern
Arabia. None of them has ever preached that man shou
only believe in One Allah, Lord of the worlds, and in none
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else beside HImNo one can remain content withOne God
only. Everyone believes in the beloved ones of Allah als
They are All paying obeisance to them, making offerings &
their shrines and praying for fulfillment of their needs and
requirements. From one place people get children and fror
another provisions of life, andfrom yet another whatever
they pray for. The whole world believes in their powers anc
capabilities, and those who have benefited from them te
how the needs of the people are being met and the
difficulties being removed through their help and grace
Now this man is telling us a queer thing which we had newv¢
heard before. He says that none of these holy men has ¢
share in Godhead and thatGodhead wholly belongs only tc
Allah.
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8. Is it that has been R e i w&@w%m

sent down to him
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the reminder from |_ d s o&R 4 = < ZAw
among us.But they & & A ® QQ@%W
are In doubt about a ¢ fEQIT dFJ E~@

*10

My reminder. A ;:ﬁ A 430 J@m-@yh w
But they have not B."LE~E VRda A wn
yet taged My \ @E»A]1 ﬁ'l'aﬂi%
punishment. ‘

*10 In other words Allah says: Muhammad, these peopl¢
are not belying you but Me. As for your truthfulness, they
had never doubted it before Now that they are doubting it,
it Is because of My Admonition Now that | have entrusted
to you the mission of admonishing them, they have starte
doubting the truthfulness of the very person whos
righteousness ad piety they used to swear byThe same
theme has also been discussed $urah Al-Anaam, Ayat 33
~ BA B

and E.N. 21 thereof.
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9. Or do they

havethe treasures of
the mercy of your
Lord, the All Mighty,

the Bestower.

A
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M;if‘m © K /L_,%l U
AL
N BC Siae 3

X5 55 b 5 5 35 b 3 3 35 b 0 3 3 3 b 0 b 3 3b 0b 0b 00 36 3 0b 0B 0 0 3 3 3b 0B 06 3 3b b 0B 06 36 36 b 35 b 06 b 3 3b 0b 0 3 b b 0b b 0t b b b b 0 b

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A



Y Y e e e e e e e o e o o o e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ok

X X X X e X X X 2 X X 2 X X X X 5 5o X 5 X 2 e X 20 50 X 5 X X 50 X 2 e X 5 5o X 5 X 20 20 X 20 X X 5 X 5 50 X0 5 X0 X0 5 X 50 5 X0 2 X X 0

10. Or is theirs the g %!T! Aa, % é"lE
dominion of the

heavens and the| a (O&"¥xR / p@ |
earth and what is

B .
between them.Then ~ﬂG_Bﬁ%|é1l A @7

let them ascend uf A —
through the means KB EHHE® & @

(to the heavens). s

*11 This is an answer to this saying of the disbeliever§Vvas
he the only (fit) person among us to whom Allats
admonition should hare been sent downAllah says: It is
for Us to decide whom We should choose and appoint as
Prophet and whom We should not. These people do n
possess any power and authority to exercise choice in tl
regard. If they wish to attain such an authority, they should
try to reach the divine Throne in order to obtain control
over the office of sovereignty of the Universe, so th
revelation should come down on him whom they regard &
deserving their mercy and not on hin whom We regard as
fit for it. This theme has occured at several places in th
Quran, because the unbelieving Quraish again and ags
said: How did Muhammad (peacebe upon him) become &
Prophet? Did Allah find no better man among the principal
leaders of the Quraish worthy of this office?(See Sural
Bani-Israil, AyathO Surah Az-Zukhruf Ayat331-32)
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11. A small host grge,; %fvS[K . - o
that is here, defeated 'S Hq, @Emm %M
among the factions. -2 ¢-@B &YE/NT o e B

12 " ﬁdﬂﬁﬂﬁ

*12 i Tdreo implies the city of Makkah. That is,the time is
coming when these people shall be humbled and routed
the very place where they ag opposing and mocking you
Then, they will be standing, with heads hung down, befor
the same man whom they despise and refuse to recognize
a Prophet of Allah.

v ekt yq B A a1l 3 1 qbiad ash - fore
dre G e Yier @ Fo s@mﬂgﬁ%@za 5T REGA,
A~ @sz‘% o AP Al g B K 6F

12. Denied before ~ e Em
them the people of @giap\d\ @é@ @%%
Noah, and Aad, and ggBa (1O/ Cc" e 1] %
Pharaoh of the a‘ ﬁg

stakes. 3 A m

*13 The use ofdhul-autad (of the stakes) for Pharaoh i
either in the sense that his kingdom was very strong ¢
though a stake were firmly driven into the ground, or for
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the reason that wherever his large armies camped, pegs
the tents were seen driven into the ground on every side,
because he would torture and punish at the stakes anyo
with whom he was angry And possibly the stakes ma
Imply the pyramids of Egypt which seem to be driven intc
the earth like the stakes

T ¥Bas “nja| mug" & 31@ B a3 Qe WHALEfdlB
mam»a @B'ngrtz%r& G "argds %g@»@ TR o
Ay f‘» ? ks 1@ o EBIHS "\~ PO @3’~$d~%ﬂa_ﬁ
A~@2 o BB am ga ek &fe 3 0atRer 1

13. And Thamud, G K
and the people of Ql /o0 GA | a‘% %}Aﬁ%
Lot, andthedwellers| > BfE A adg 2 ; ﬂ&ﬁ)% '

of the wood. Those

a [Hov ?
were the factions. Ae Ueve ﬁ@%‘ﬁﬂ

b ST ekt VR

B . s
messengers,so wes A TR e N
justified My penalty. T'te @90 &1 “‘*’W

15.And do not await B AN A5bén ek ¢
these peopldéut one AI:VT Ve %/@};;ﬁ ! w@)@f\w
shout, there will not 3¢~ @ B i E@ ¢ MW@

bein it any delay. ** *14“@

*14 That is, only a single blast of the torment will be enougl
to annihilate them; no other will be needed for the purpose
Another meaning of the sentence can be: After this they wi
get no mae relief and no more respite.
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16. And they said: #K MzaAa/z

Ta |
Our Lord, hastento ‘
us our share before # Bty Ndz4Z K, g A
the Day of .y ‘
Reckoning. *® Yol

*15 That is, Allah torment will be so severe and terrible a
mentioned above, but just consider the behavior of thes
foolish people They are telling the Prophetmockingly: Do
not put off our affairs till the Day of Reckoning with which
you are threatening us, but settle our account just now
Whatever punishment is to be inflicted on us should b
inflicted immediately

2 5&"’1 2 :E’IAEB ﬂkA"/CmAIEAV’Aml 3IPIAI§# Te O HE5
A i iy & » @"é" “w-fr2 ¥ ean w7 2]
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17. Be patient over

what they say, *°
and remember Our

slave David, 7 a ™8

SR W o G HETR

K[ NdDiTk, / o

o Eac;n ¢ 1WW

man of might. "8
Indeed, Hewas ever
turning (to Allah).
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*16 The allusion is to the absurd conversation of th
disbelievers & Makkah, as narrated above, to the effect tha
the Prophet (peace be upon himwas a sorcerer and a liar
and to their objection whether he was the only fit person ii
the sight of Allah to be appointed as a Messenger, and
their some accusation that he had vested Iinterest
preaching the doctrine of Tauhid to the people and not an
religious mission.

« (Boy  &OREG ¥rvetE) @ E@fsw\@mmén 3!5*16
a éﬁ@Me/mg Aa&b IB‘IIEEAIQ.H 3 ]UC’EISp@ﬁB NE@Aw@J
uﬁﬁB oAy Tip &3 " @1% [ 3 "i@FECAMEp By ¢ % Nep

AR Sdcr s i) 38
*17 NRemember Our servant David. It would mean: There
IS a lessonn this story for these peopleOr it would mean:
The remembrance of this story will lelp you too, to have
patience. As the narrative is meant to serve both purpose:
comprehensive words have been used as contain b
meanings. (For the story of the prophet David(peace be
upon him), seeSurah Al-Bagarah, Ayat 251; Surah Bani
Israil, Ayat 55; Surah Al-Anbiya, Ayats 78-81; Surah An-
Naml, Ayat 15 and the E.Ns thereof, and E.8l 14 to 16 o
Surah Saba).
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*18 The words in the original are: dhal-ayd (possessor of thi
hands). The word fihando is used metaphorically for
strength and power not only in Arabic but In other
languages also. When as an attribute of the Prophet Dav
(peace be upon him)t is said that he was a "possessor (
the hands", it will necessarily mean that he possessed gre
powers. These powers may mean the physical strenc
which he displayed during his combat against Goliath
military and political power by which he crushed the
neighboring Iidolatrous nations and established a stron
Islamic empire, moral strength by which he ruled like &
poor king and always feared Allah and observed the bounc
set by Him, and the power of worship by virtue of which
besides his occupations in connection with rule ar
government and fighting in the cause of Allah, he faste
every alternate day and spent a third of the night ir
worship according to a tradition of Bukhari. Imam Bukhari

In his History has related, on the athority of Abu -Darda,
that whenever the Prophet David(peace be upon him)was
mentioned, the Prophet(peace be upon him)sed to say: He
was the greatest worshiper otod.
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18.  Indeed, We | S AL ik
had subjected the CE é_ * y@

mountains, with him @ -E'.QS a0 B8O .

they hymned praises XEaB =
at nightfall and ¥ O&C ‘@{ %

sunrise. Q I%B |

19. And the birds b/, & 4 |
assembled. All to i

* * B B -~
Him turning. "*° RETEN N WL

*19 For explanation, see Surah AlAnbiya, Ayat 79 and

E.N. 71 thereof.
mﬂﬂﬁ‘\@e[lmﬁ xﬁm"ﬂfe&a @519

20. And We made| R » < .
strong his kingdom @ %R ! 7!Li| ”ﬁjﬂﬁmﬁ
and gave  him '3"3, W ek TNE .

wisdom and decisive| .,, A. A 2=tV
speech.?0 AO 4} Wiag T CP

X X X X e X X X 2 X X 2 X 2 e X 5 X X 5 X 2 0 X 20 X X 5 X X 50 X 2 e X 5 5o X 5 X 20 20 X 20 X X 5 X 2 50 X0 5 X0 X0 5 X 50 5 X0 2 X X 0

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A



Yo e e e A A A e e e e e e e e e i i i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

*20 That is, he was never ambiguous in speech but cle
and forthright. Whatever problem he talked about he
would lay bare its hbasic points, and would clearly anc
precisely determine the real issue under question, ar
would pass a @ ci si v e j Tunid gumaldyn is .nat
attained by a person unless he is granted wisdor
understanding and mastery of language of the highe
degree.
n Eb‘ﬁrﬁAﬂEﬁ@ﬁB A (1D i@% /BQ‘IQ%US@EA"'%ZO
GMR“égﬂE{ Uy e 1P E’i@%uﬁ,% G " ﬁz%\f’b\zolmj
B _ & B ~H ~ B H F
O3 " (p B ct% kAR > Bz K ,# "B Tf g3 - 6 5y & &
Ao o Zafel s oiagy,rlq My & go-o iy &
21. And has there A 4 B <
reached you the 5@@'9&” 3%

newsof the litigants. M oA HR @O ¢
When they climbed G EER 0

over the wall into the S -3 )
royal chamber. %1
*21 The object why the Prophet David(peace be upon him
has been mentioned here is to rate the story that begins
from here; the object of mentioning his sterling qualities ir
the introduction was only to point out the high caliber of the
Prophet David (peace be upon himywith whom this incident
took plﬁce.
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22. When they a3 yAprEm
entered to David, he

. - B
was terrified of ° A 2 0 EHEET3 kg

them. %% They said: K T fe‘th_GA%B &
Do not fear. We are ' '

B A
two litigants. Has | ~@® Kaicat MR

done wrong one of _AB A :
us to the other, so PO TA BCH ¥ £ C AL

) A
judge between us @ /9CHy ®F/ Kdzl
with truth, and do

% S
not be unjust, and JdZ YN

guide usto the right A f & *Oll
path.

*22 He was alarmed because the two men had appeared
the private quarters of the ruler of the land suddenly, by
climbing over the wall, instead of going before him by thi
proper entrance.

M B A
» B72 Ja-@un B3R O tgﬁé’ﬂ!cﬁ"v»f'e@@? W2
M
> RNy a6 &
23. Indeed, this is 23 a; TyAtd aT ¥,
my brother. "> He o@B X %ﬁ@@ﬁ"

hasninety and nine _ A -
ewes while | have N2 Saky £3 %( g

one ewe.So he said a Rk @qEqvﬂ_e 12 "
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hand it over to me,
and he overpowered

mein speech.?

7HA 3@ / &Y

% el

*23 ABrother o does not mean a real brother but a brother
In-faith and a member of oné& own clan.
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Ae| §1A Ude G & oA B ®n 23
*24 To understand what follows one should note that th
complainant did not say that the other person hadaken
away his only ewe and added it to his own ewes, but s:
that he was asking for it, and since he was a powerf
person he had prevailed over him in the matter and h
coulc;lé&ot rEject his demand, bein%a weak and poor man.

350 2° gD g e | 3 /ap G - 6, % gy @ #\%gﬁi B24
© o) Poaacg-@ 6 o 28 e 2 R8s e
s 2hs ol Y e e e il
-@ce) 3UIET 881 MedEr) Bt € 30 Br & g
ABCH,/ QN3 "ilktféf -Gt~ @B § UMy ¢

24. He (David) said: )B@GA%(’Z D)"
Certainly, He has B _AA
I e UM

wronged you in
asking your ewe to i}
Fo a4
B . S
-@Z Siorg WYy Bg

his ewes. 2> And
indeed, many among
AR R K BCy ¢
B. M
Ay E B % P G4

partners oppress
one another, except
those who believed
and did righteous
deeds,and there are

few of them. And
thought David that,
if fact, We had tried
him, so he sough
forgiveness of his
Lord, and fell down
bowing and

I‘etu I’ned . *26 AsSajda
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*25 Here, one should not doubt that the Prophet Davit
(peace be upon him)gave his decision afte hearing only
what one party hadto say. The fact of the matteris that
when the respondent kept quiet at the complaint of th
complainant and said nothing In defense it by itse
amounted to a confession by him. That is why the Proph
David (peace be upon himcame to the conclusion that the
facts of the case were the same as the complainant F
stated.

{ UnigK ﬂ&n&‘i} (% WeBD By £ 1819 i PR a0 tBTE5
2 g, Ret e @ i A@lﬂl’ioige@lLDlR@ﬁ L
A DRRALY R 3 daffi) 18 v v 00 s AP Qe S

*26 There Is a difference of opinion as to whether it |
obligatory to perform a sajdah (prostration) on this
occason or not. Imam Shafa says that it is not obligatory,
for this is only a Propheb gepentarce; but Imam Abu
Hanifah has opined that prostration here is obligatory. The
traditionalists have related three traditions from lbn- Abbas
In this regard. According to Ikrimah, Ibn Abbas said: This
IS not one of those verses on the recitation of whic
prostration is obligatory, but | have seen the Prophe{peace
be upon him) prostrating himself on this occasion
(Bukhari, Abu Daud, Tirmidhi, N asa, Musnad Ahmad).
The second tradition which Saed bin Jubair has related
from Ibn Abbas is to the effect: The Prophe{peace be upor
him) prostrated himself in Surah Suad and said: The
Prophet David (peace be upon himhad prostrated himself
In order to express his repentance and we prostrat
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ourselves as a token of gratitude, because higpentance
was accepted. (Nasa In the third tradition that Mujahid
has related from him, he says: Allah has commaredl the
Prophet (peace be upon him), in the Quan: These were the
ones whom Allah had shown theight way; therefore, you
should follow their way. (Surah Al-Anaam, Ayat 90). Now,
since David was a Prophet and he had prostrated himself ¢
this occasion, the Prophet(peace be upon him)also
prostrated himself here only to follow his way. (Bukhari).
These three ae the statements oflbn Abbas. Abu Sad
Khudri says: The Prophet(peace be upon himpnce recited
Surah Suad in his address, and when he came to this ver
he descended from the pulpit and performed a prostratiol
and the audience also did the same along with him. The
on another occasion, he recited this same Surah and wh
the people heard this verse, they were ready to perform tr
prostration. The Prophet (peace be upon him) saidThis is
the repentance of a Prophet, but | see that you have deh
ready to perform the prostration. Saying this he descende
from the pulpit and prostrated himself and the people als
did the same.(Abu Daud). Although these traditions do not
provide any absolute argument to prove that it is obligatory
to perform the prostration here, yet they prove at least tha
because the Prophet(peace be upon him) generally
performed a prostration on this occasion, it is in any cas
commendable to prostrate here.

Another thing that one notices in this verse is that Allalhas
used the wordskharra rakian (fell in ruku ) here, butall the
commentatorsagreethat this implies kharra sajid-an (fell in
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sajdah: prostration). On this very basis, Imam Abu Hanifah
and his companions have expressed the opiniohat one
may perform only a ruku instead of asajdah when one
recites or hears being recited a verse requiring gajdahin
the Prayer or outside it. For when Allah has used the worc
ruku to imply sajdah it becomes obvious thatruku can
represent sajdah Imam Khattabi, a Shafate jurist, also
holds the same opinion, Though this opinion in itself i
sound and reasonable, we do not find any precedent in tl
practices of the Prophet (peace be upon him)and his
companions that they might have been content wit
performing a ruku only instead of asajdah on a verse
requiring a sajdah Therefore, one should act upon the vie\
only when there is an obstruction in performing thesajdah
It would be wrong to make it a practice, Imam Abu Hanifah
and his companions themselves also did not intend that
should be made a practice; they only ruled that it wa
permissible
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25. So We forgave ) A N e
him that (error). € i W@WW
And indeed, for him & 28 v B 0

with  Us | s a EN #/fGB[&IzK/ld % |w

nearness, and an
excellentabode. ™’ 2N @51 dee

*27 This shows that the Prophet Davidpeace be upon him
had certainly committed an error, and it was an error
which bore some resemblance with the case of the ew
Therefore, when he gave a decision on it, he at once realiz
that he was being put to the test. But the nature of the errc
was not such as couldhot be forgiven, or if forgiven, it
would have deposed him from his high rank. Allah Himsel
says:. When he fell down prostrate and repented, he was n
only forgiven but his high rank in the world and the
Hereafter also regaiged unaffecteéj
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26. 0 David, indeed, ,ﬁ 1/Ry B, !

We have made yowa

successor in the Wq@‘""@ @d?ﬁ 'Q
earth, so judge (QE" WNL@i/a 0 \

between  mankind
with truth, and do béj‘tﬁzﬁ@nél\km @A yfﬁﬂﬁ‘w
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not follow the desire a 8 {3% 3 A
for it will mislead B ’ Mm
you from the way of ~®Z B &R m
Allah. Indeed, those % adVa % a m\@

who go astray from |7, S y.te
the way of Allah, for IEW%@"# TT é}\' R mm
them Iis a severe p a « IR A 7R
punishment because B.® & E? 2. . L“) W
they forgot the Day 2
of Reckoning.™®

*28 This is the warning that Allah gave to the Prophet
David (peace be upon him)on accepting his repentane
along with giving him the good news of exalting his rank
This by itself shows that the error that he had committec
contained an clement of the desires of the flesh; it al
pertained to the abuse of power and authority; and it wa
an act which was unworthy of a just and fairminded ruler.
We are confronted with three questions here:

(1) What was the error that the Prophet David committed?
(2) Why has Allah made only tacit allusions to it instead c
mentioning it openly and directly?

(3) What is its relevance to the present context?

The people who have studied the Bible (the Holy Book
the Jews and Christians) are not unaware that in this Boo
the Prophet David (peace be upon himhas been accuse
clearly of committing adultery with the wife of Uriah the
Hittite and then marrying her after having Uriah
Intentionally slain in a battle. It has also been alleged the
this same woman, who had surrendered herself to tr
Prophet David (peace be upon him) while being another
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man& wife, was the mother of the Prophet Solomo(peace
be upon him) This story is found with all its details in
chapters 11 and 12 of the Second Book of Samuel in the C
Testament. It had been included in it centuries before th
revelation of the Quran. Any Jew or Christian who read his
Holy Book anywhere in the world, or heard it read, was no
only aware of this story but also believed in it as true. |
spread through them, and even in the present time no boc
IS written in the West on the history of the Israelites and th
Hebrew religion, in which this charge against the Prophe
David (peace be upon him)s not repeated. This well knowr
story also contains the following:

And the Lord sent Nathan onto David. And he came unt
him, and said unto him, There were two men in one city
the one rich, and the other poor. The rich man ha
exceeding many flocks and herds: But the poor man he
nothing, save one little ewdamb, which he had bought anc
nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with
his children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his
own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as
daughter. And therecame a travelerunto the rich man, and
he spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, f
dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; bu
took the poor marndlamb, and dressed it for the man tha
was come to him. And Davids anger was greatly kindlec
against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the Lord livett
the man that hath done this thing shall surely die: And h¢
shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thinc
and because he had no pity. And Nathan said to Davi
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Thou art the man. Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, |
anointed thee king over Israel, and | delivered thee out ¢
the hand of Saul; And | gawe thee thy mastes house, anc
thy masterés wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the hou
of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, |
would moreover have given unto thee such and such thing
Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment of tl
Lord, to do evil in his sight? Thou hast killed Uriah the
Hittite with the sword, and hast taken his wife to be thy
wife, and hast slain him with the sword of the children o
Ammon. (2 Samuelchapter 12: 1-9).

When this story was so well known among the people the
was no need that a detailed account of it sluld have beer
given in the Quran, nor is it the way of Allah to mention
such things openly in His Holy Book. That is why only taci
allusions have been made to it here as well as pointed ¢
what the actual event was and what the people of the Bo
have turned it into. The actual event as one clearl
understands from the aforesaid statement of the Quan
was:

The Prophet David (peace be upon him) had only expresse
this desire before Uriah (or whatever be the name of th
man) that he should divorce his wife; as this desire had be«
expressed not by a common man but by an illustrious kin
and a great Prophet before a member of the public, the me
was finding himself constrained to yield to it even in thi
absence of any compulsion. On this occasion, before t
man could act as the Prophet David had desired, tw
righteous men of the nation suddenly made the
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appearance before David and presented before him th
matter in the form of an imaginary case. At first, the
Prophet David thought it was a real case, and so gave |
decision after hearing it. But as soon as he uttered tt
words of the decision, his conscience gave the warning tf
the parable precisely applied to the case between him a
the person, and that the act which he was describing as .
Injustice had issued forth from his own person. As soon ¢
he realized this, he fell down prostrate, repeied and
reversed his decision.

The guestion, as to how this event took the ugly shape
related in the Bible, also becomes obvious after a litt
consideration. It appears that the Prophet Davidpeace be
upon him) had come to know of the unique qualities of th
woman through some means and had started thinking the
she should be the queen of the country instead of being t
wife of an ordinary officer. Overwhelmed by the thought he
expressed the desire before her husband that he shot
divorce her. He did not see any harm in it because it we
not looked upon as anything improper among the Israelites
It was an ordinary thing among them that if a person
happened to like the wife of another, he would freel
request him to give her up for him. Nobody minded such
request, and often it so happened that friends would divorc
their wives for each otheds sake of their own accord, s
that the other may marry her. However, when the Prophe
David (peace be upon himgexpressed this desire, he did nc
realize that the expression of such a desire could be witho
compulsion and coercion when expressed by a comm
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man, but it could never be so when expressed by a Kir
When his attention was drawn to this aspect of the matte
through a parable, he gave up his desire immediately, ar
the thing was forgotten. But afterwards when, without any
desire or planning on his part, the woman's husband fe
martyr on the battlefield, and he married her, the evil
genius of the Jews started concocting stories and tr
mischievous mentality became even more acute after
section of the Israelitesturned hostile to the Prophet
Solomon. (Please see E.N56 of Surah An-Naml). Under
these motives the story was invented that the Prophet Dav
(peace be upon him) God forbid, had seen Urialis wife
washing herself from the roof of his palace. He had he
called to his house and committed adultery with her and sr
had conceived. Then he had sent Uriah on the battleont
to fight the children of Ammon, and had commanded Joak
the army commander, to appoint him in the forefront of the
battle where he should be killed. And when he was killed, f
married his widow, and from the same woman the Prophe
Solomon (peace be upon him) was born. The wicked peoj
described all these false accusations in their Holy Bogkso
that they should go on reading it generation afte
generation and slandering the two most illustrious men c
their community, who were their greatest benefactors afte
the Prophet Moseqpeace be upon him)

A section of the commentators of the Quan has almosit
entirely accepted these tales that have reached the
through the Israelites. They have dropped only that pan c
these traditions in which mention has been made of tr

X X X X Y X 5 X 2 Yo X 2 X X e X 5 5o X 5 X X 0 X 2 X X 50 5o X 50 X 2 0 X 5 5o X 5 X 2 50 X 5 5o X 5 X X 5 X0 2 X0 X0 5 X0 X0 50 X0 50 X X0 20
X 5b 55 b 5 5b 35 b 3 3b 3b b b 3 3 3 b 0 0 3b 3b 0b 0B 06 36 3b 3b 35 b b 3 3 3b 0B 06 3 3b b 3b b 36 36 3 35 b 06 3 3 3 0b 0 06 36 b ob b 0 b b b b b b 3f

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A



Yo e e e A A A e e e e e e e e e i i i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

accusation of adultery against the Prophet David and th
womand having onceived. The rest of the stonas found in
the traditions reproduced by them is the same as it was we
known among the Israelites. Another group of the
commentators has altogether denied that any such act w
ever committed by the Prophet David(peace be upon him)
which bore any resemblance with the case of the ew:
Instead of this, they have put forward such interpretations
of this story as are wholly baseless, unauthentic and witho
relevance to the context of the Quan itself. But among the
Muslim commentators themselves there are some who ha
accepted the truth and the facts of the story through th
clear references made to it in the Quan. Here are, for
Instance, some of their views:

Both Masruq and Saeed bin Jubair have related this saying
of Abdullah bin Abbas The only thing that the Prophet
David (peace be upon him)did was that he expressed hi
desire before the womafd &usband that he &ould give up
his wife for him. (Ilbn Jarir).

Allama Zamakhshari writes in his commentary A-
Kashshaf: The way Allah has narrated the story of the
Prophet David (peace be upon him)ndicates that he had
only expressed his desire before the man that hghould
leave his wife for him.

Allama Abu Bakr al-Jassas has expressed the opinion th
the woman was not the other mas wedded wife but was
only his betrothed. The Prophet David(peace be upon him
had also asked for the same womd@m hand in marriage.
This earned him Allah& displeasure, for he had asked fc
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her hand in spite of the fact that anotherman had already
asked for her hand, and the Prophet Davidpeace be upor
him) already had several wives withhim in his house.
(Ahkamul-Quran). Some other commentators also hay
expressed the same opinion, but this does nointeely
conform to what the Quran has said. The words of he
suitor as related in the Quian are to the effect: | have only
one ewe; he says:. Give this ewe also in my charge. T
Prophet David (peace be upon himplso said he same thing
In his decision: This person has certainly wronged you ir
demanding yaur ewe to be added to his ewed.his parable
could apply to the case between the Prophet Davigeace
be upon him) and Uriah only in case the woman was th
latter Gs wife. Had it been the cast of asking for the woman
hand when anotherman had already asked for her hand
the parable would have been like this: | desired to have &
ewe, and this man said:leave this also for me.

Qadi Abu Bakr Ibn al-Arabi has discussed this questio in
detail in his Ahkamal-Quran and concluded: What actually
happened was just that the Prophet Davidpeace be upor
him) asked one of his men to leave his wife for him ar
made this demand seriously. The Quan does not say tha
the man gave up his wife on this demand and the Proph
David (peace be upon him)then married her and the
Prophet Solonon was born of her womb. What displeasec
Allah was that he asked the womats husband to leave he
for him. This act, even if otherwise lawful, was unworthy o
the office of Prophethood; that is why he earned Allags
displeasure and was admonished.
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This commentary fits in well with the context in which this
story has been told. A little consideration of the conte»
shows thatit has been related in the Quan on this occasior
for two objects. The first object is to exhort the Prophe
(peace be upon himjo patience, and for this purpose he ha
bean addressed and told: Have patience on what thes
people say against you, and remember Our servant Dav
(peace be upon him)That is: You are being accused only ¢
sorcery and lying, but Our servant David (peace be upor
him) was even accused of adultery and having a pers
killed willfully, by the wicked people: therefore, bear up
against what you may have to hear from these people. Ti
other object is to warn the disbelieverso the effect: You
are committing all sorts of excesses in the world wit
impunity, but the God in Whose Godhead you art
committing these misdeeds does not spare anyone frc
being called to account. Even if a favorite and belove
servant of His happens to commit but a minor error, He
calls him to strict accountability. For this very object the
Prophet (peace be upon himhas been as&d: Tell them the
story of Our servant David (peace be upon him)who was &
man of high character, but when he happened to comm
sin, We did not even sparehim but condemned him
severely.

In this regard, there is another misunderstanding whicl
must also be removed. The suitor in his parable said th:
his brother had 99 ewes and he had only one ewe, which
was demanding from him. From this one gets the idea th:
perhaps the Prophet David(peace be upon him)had 99
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wives, and by having another he wanted to make the
number 100. But, in fact, it is not necessary that ever
minor part of the parable should be literally applicable to
the case between the Prophet Davi(pbeace be upon him
and Uriah the Hittite. In common idiom the numbers ten,
twenty, fifty, etc. are mentioned to express plurality and no
to indicate the exact number of something. When a me
tells another that he has told him something ten times ove
he only means to stress that he has been told that thing o\
and over again. The same is also true here. By means of
parable the suitor wanted the Prophet David(peace be
upon him) to realize that he already had several wives wit
him, and even then he desired to have the only wife of tl
other man. This same thing has been cited bythe
commentator Nisaburi from Hasan Basri. The Prophet
David (peace be upon him)did not have 99wives: this is
only a parable (For a detailed and wellreasoned discussioi
of this story, see our book Tafhimat, vol. II pp. 29.44).
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27. And We did not , "?INE‘" A
create the heaven AEIE Loog S

and the earth and a YAl / cd

whatisbetweenthem _
without purpose. 2% | A1BA *° [?'TI'%'TA"‘il Y4

That Is the thought A s
of those  who )‘w{aﬁ‘ %B,@ BiS:

disbelieved. Then . KOl
B %\&L a ,

woe to those who K ° Y Qﬁiﬁ

disbelieved in the @ >Efe

Fire.

*29 That 1s, We have not createdanything in the world
merely in sport and fun so that it may be without any
wisdom and purpose and justice, and there magccur no
result from any act, good or bad. This is the conclusion
the preceding discourse as well as an introduction to tr
following theme. The object of this statement as
conclusion to the discourse isatimpress the following truth:

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A



Yo e e e A A A e e e e e e e e e i i i e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Man has not been left to wander about at will in the world
nor is this world a lawless kingdom that one may do her
whatever he likes with impunity. As an introduction to the
following theme, the sentence is meant to sayfhe person
who does not believe in the meting out of the rewards ar
punishments, and thinks that both the good and the ev
people will ultimately end up Iin the dust after death anc
that nobody will be called to account, nor will anyone b
rewarded for good or punished for evil, in fact, regards the
world as a plaything and its Creator a senseless player, ai
thinks that by creating the world and man in it, the Creator
of the Universe has committed a useless thing. The sa
thing has been stated in different wgs at several places i
the Quran, e.g. Did you think that We created you withou
any purpose, and that you would never be brought back t
Us?(Surah Al-Muminun, Ayat 115).

We have not created the heavens and the earth al
whatever lies between them merely in sport:. We hav
created them with the truth, but most of them do not know
For the resurrection of them all the appointed time is the
Day of DeusNPn BuralyAd- Dukhan at 38-40).
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28. Or shall We

M R . A pr A A Yo (M
make those who aAVAl&ﬂfe[Ra EBEH @M’ W‘w
believed and did | & ' & 5 SAR N A .
e MW % |
righteous deeds as 1y é:' BaA @P@J W 4 BE
those who spreacl }@ ~®Z %,B; & E . AARC
corruption in the 34 5 GA@JM\JW
earth, or shall We B BT *@ Y v 11
make those who are 20 . ﬁ w—l % UF
righteous as the A f L s
wicked. "% W

*30 That is, do you think it is reasonable and fair that both
the pious and the wicked shoul be treated alike in the end”
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Do you regard this concept as satisfying that the pious me
should not get any reward for his piety and the wrongdoe
should not receive any punishment for his sins? Obviousl
If there is to be no Hereafter, and there is to be n
accountability and no rewards and no punishments fo
human acts, it negates both Allats wisdom and His justice
and the entire order of the Universe becomes a blind orde
On this assumption there remains no motive for doing goo
and no deterrent against evil. God forbid, if the Godhead c
God should be such a lawless kingdom, the one who lead
pious life in the face of all kinds of hardships in the worlc
and endeavors to reform the people, would be a foolis
person, and the one who gains benefits by committingll
kinds of excesses and enjoys sinful pleasures of life, wol
be a wise man.
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29. A Book, 31 We
have sent downto
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you, full of blessing, 5, % . B L “ES AL S~ o

that they may W S Tha ‘”5'&;‘ MR@%

ponder its verses, ~@ﬁd3"~ gvl@' L e e AR
B o a0 adt A

those of | -{ B ¥ gy VAT e

understanding.

that it is highly useful for man. It gives him the bes

guidanceto improve and reform his life. By following it he

. ; Ma A
e 4 o ST RIS o té»"éo c@fth P 01731
% W) g 220 % Téﬁél OB % %m@bﬁ% 2 B @
3 duts”

and that may reflect
*31 The Quran has been calld a blessed Book in the sen:
has only to gBain and nothing to lose.

A 3£u omAL s 0-@ g osy 3

30.And Webestowed pz a'ﬁqgtﬁ-m(m
on David, Solomon. A oo
32 An excellentslave B N )

Indeed, he was evel _ z
turning (to Allah). | & 2A ) e

*32 The Prophet Solomon(peace be upon him)has beer
mentioned already at the followings places:Surah Al-
Bagarah, Ayat 102; Surah Bantilsrail, Ayat 5; Surah Al-
Anbiya, Ayats 78-82, Surah An-Naml, Ayats 15-44; Surah
Sabg Ayats12-1
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31.When there were
presented  before

&e > H# ok

X X Y X X X 2 Yo X e X 2 X X 5 X 2 Yo X 5 X X 5 X 2 o X 5 o X 5 X0 2 0 X 5 e X 5 X X 50 X0 5 e X 5 5o X 50 X 2 0 X0 5 X0 X0 50 X 50 5 X0 00

X5 55 b 3 5 35 b 5 3 3b b 0 3 3 3b b 0 b 3 3b 0b 0 08 36 3 0b 0B 0 0 3 3 3b 0B 0 3 3b b 0B 06 56 36 b 35 b 06 3 3 3b 0b 0 3 b b 0b b 0t b b b b 0 b

i ¥ ¥ Hr Y e Y P e e e e e e i e Y e e s e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e i e e e v e o e vl o i e



Y Y e e e e e e e o e o o o e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ok

him, in the evening, a3 g Kk ¢0 @ Sy
horses,well trained. ﬁ%

. M
*33 33 a}\ ];g

*33 The words assafinat-ul-jiyad in the original imply the
horses, which are very calm andjuiet when they stand, anc
very fast moving when they run.

B Ve ~ Ve P~ ~ \
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32. So he said: ™ T :
Indeed | have t %Ey @ 2 3% wwm
adopted the love of "> o BGRENT Wz :
the good things =* @ N 3 %I&Wm
over the b& 220 # By /7t s UBAOSC
remembrance of my & ’2@8‘*2(# l% w

Lord. Until (the sun) ’
was hiddeninto the 1N )

vell (of darkness).

*34 The Arabic word khair in the text is used for abundanct
of wealth as well as for horses metaphoricallyAs the
Prophet Solomon (peace be upon him)had kept these
horses for fighting in the way of Allah, he called then
Khair.
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33. Return them to
me. Then he begar
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to pass his hanc o i SR 1 T
over their shanks ﬁ il W@

. *35 A
and necks.3° B WY

*35 There is a difference of opinion among thi
commentators about the translation and commentary o
these verses.

One section of them interprets them as follows:

The Prophet Solomon (peace be upon him)became sc
absorbed in reviewing the horses and watching their race
that he forgot to offer his Asr Prayer, or according to some
others, to perform certain devotions that he used t
perform before the sunset. Then when the sun went dow
he commanded that the horses be brought back, and wh
they came back, the Prophet Solomofpeace be upon him
started slashing them with the sword, or in other words
slaughtering them as a sacrifice to Allah, because they h:
caused him to become heedless of the remembrance
Allah. Accordingly, the verses have been translated thu:
And he said: | so preferred the love of this wealth that |
became hedless of the remembrance (thésr Prayer, or
the special devotions) of my Lord till (the sun) went dowi
(behind the vell d the west). (Then he commandedg:bring
them back, (and when the horses came back) he began
stroke their shanks and necks (with the sword). Althougl
this commentary has been given by some maj
commentators, it is not plausible for the reason that in thi:
the commentator has to add three things from himsel
which have no basis whatoever. In the first place, he has t«
assime t hat t he PrAgs Prayertwas3ast in
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the occupation, or some special devotions that he used
perform at that tim e, whereas the words of the Quan are
only to the effect: | so preferred this wealth that | becam:
heedlessof the remembrance of my Lord.In these there is
no ground for taking any word for the Asr Prayer or the
special devotions. Secondly, he also assumes that the
set whereas there is no mention of the sun whatever. On
the contrary, when one reads the worddatta tawarar bit
hijab (when they disappeared from sight) on& mind
automatically turns to assafinat ul jiyad (well-bred horses)
which have been mentioned in the preceding verse. Thirdl
he also has to assume that the Prophet Solom@peace be
upon him) did not simply stroke the shins and necks of th
horses with the hand but stroked themwith the sword,
whereas the Quan does not contain the wordsnashanbis-
saif or any other pointer from which stroking may be taken
to mean stroking with the sword. We have a fundamente
difference with this kind of the commentary. In our opinion,
only in four cases it would be right tointerpret the words of
the Quran in other than their normally accepted meaning:
(1) Either there should be a pointer tat in the words of the
Quran itself; or

(2) There should be an allusion to itat some other place ir
the Quran; or

(3) An explanation of it should be afforded by som
authentic Hadith; or

(4) It should have sme other reliable source, e.gif it
pertains to history, there should be an historical evidence t
support it. If it pertains to the manifestations of the
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universe, there should be authentic scientific knowledge
substantiate it And if it pertains to the Shariah values, the
sources of Islamic law should explain it. In the absence
any of these, we do not think it is right to invent a story ol
the basis of oné own imagination andadd it to the words
of the Quran.

One section of the commentators has differed a little fror
the above translation and commentary. They say that the
pronoun in both hatta tawarat bithijab and ruddu-ha alayya
turns only to the sun. Thatis, when theAsr Prayer was lost
and the sun went down behind the veil of the west, tl
Prophet Solomon(peace be upon himsaid to the workers
of destiny: Turn the sun back so that theAsr time comes
back for me to offer the Prayer. So, the sun retreated an
he performed his Prayer.But this commentary is even more
unacceptable than the previously mentioned one ni
because Allah is powerless to bring the sun back, b
because Allah has made no mention of it anywhere. On tl
contrary, if such a wonderful miracle had actually beer
worked for the sake of the Prophet Solomoijpeace be upor
him), it would certainly be worthy of mention. Moreover, if
the extraordinary event of the returning of the sun after
having set had actually taken placgthe history of the world
would never be without it. In support of this commentary
these commentatorgpresent some Ahadith also in order tc
prove that the returning of the sun after having set is not .
rare event that happened only once, but it has happene
several times. There is the mention of bringing the sun bac
In connection with th e Prophet 0s (pe
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Ascension (mraj); the sun was also brought back on the
occasion of the Battle of the Trench for thd’rophet (peace
be upon him), and also forAli, when the Prophet(peace be
upon him) was sleeping with hished 1 n Al 1 O
Asr Prayer was lost: then the Prophet(peace be upon him
had prayed for the return of the sun and it had returned.
But the reasoning from these traditions is even weaker tha
the commentary in support of which they have bee
presented. Ibn Taimiyyah has proved as fabricked the
tradition about Ali after a detailed discussion of its chain:
and transmitters. Imam Ahmad says it has no basis, an
Ion Jauzi says that it is without any doubt a forgec
tradition. The tradition of the sun& being brought back or
the occasion of thebattle of the Trench also is weal
according to some traditionalists and fabricated according
to others. As far as the tradition regarding the event of thi
Ascension Is concerned, the truth about it is that when, th
Prophet (peace be upon him)was describing what hac
happened in the Night of Ascension, before the disbelieve
of Makkah, they asked for a proof of it. The Prophet(peace
be upon him) replied that on the way from Jerusalem he
had seen a caravan at such and such a place, which had r
with such and such an accident. When asked as to wh
that caravan would reach Makkah, the Prophet(peace be
upon him) named the day. When the day came, the peor
of the Quraish waited for the caravan all day till the sur
began to set. On this occasion the Prophet prayed that tl
sun should not set till the caravan had arrived. So, th
caravan actually arrived before the sunset. Some reportel
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even have stated that the day on that occasion had be
enhanced by an hour, and the sun had stood still for the
long. The question Is: Are such traditions sufficien
evidence for the proof of such an extraordinary event? A
we have said above, the returning of the sun, or its standir
still for an hour, is no ordinary event. Had such an even
actually taken place, it would have become well known th
world over. Its mention and narration could not remain
restricted to only a few reporters.

The third section of the commentators interprets thes
verses as any unbiased person would interpret them froi
these words. According to this commentary, what actuall
happened was this: When a squadron of fine, well bre
horses was presented before the Prophet Solom{@umeace be
upon him), he said: | love this wealth not for the sake ¢
personal glory or desire but for the cause of raising th
Word of my Lord. Then he ordered that the horses run &
race, and they disappeared from sight. Then he ordere
that they be brought back, and when they were brougr
back, according to Ibn Abbas: He started passing his han
on their necks and shanks with love. This same commenta
IS correct in our opinion, because it coresponds to the
words of the Quran, and for the sake of the full meaning
nothing needs to be added to itwhich may neither be in the
Quran, nor in any authentic Hadith, nor in the Israelite
history.

Besides, one should also note that Allah has narrated tr
event immediately after using epithets likenim al-abd, inna
hu awwab (an excellent servant, who turned to His Lorc
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over and over again) for the Prophet Solomor{peace be
upon him). This clearly shows that the object is to relat
this message: Behold, what a good servant of Ours he wi
He loved the means of kingly pomp and glory not for tht
sake of the world bu for Our sake! After watching and
reviewing his grand cavalry, he did not boast of his powel
and grandeur like the worldly rulers but even at that time
he remembered only Us.
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he turned (to Allah).
*36 *36 ﬁ@&ﬂ

*36 In view of the contest, the real object here is to relat
this event; the preceding verses are an introduction to it
Just as above this, first the Prophet Davidpeace be upor
him) was praised, then the event narrated by which he wz
put to temptation, then it was said that Allah Almighty does
not spare even such a beloved servant from accountabilit
then about his noble nature it was said that as soon as
was warned of the temptation, he repented and bowe

X X X X Y X 5 X 2 Yo X 2 X X e X 5 5o X 5 X 2 0 X 2 e X 5 5o X 50 X 2 0 X 5 5o X 5 X0 2 50 X 5 5o X 5 X X 5 X0 2 50 X0 5 X0 X0 50 X0 50 X X0 20
X 5b 55 b 5 5b 35 b 3 3b 3b b b 3 36 3 b 0 0 3 3b 0b 3B 06 36 36 3b 35 b b 3 3 3b 0B 06 3 3B b 05 b 3 3 3 35 06 06 3 3 3 0b 0 06 36 b xb b 0t b b b b b b 3f

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A



Y Y e e e e e e e o e o o o e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ok

X X X X e X X X 2 Yo X 2 X 2 X X 5 X X 5 X 2 e X 2 X X 5 X X 50 X 2 e X 5 5o X 5 X 20 20 X 20 X X 5 X 2 50 X0 5 X0 X0 5 X0 50 5 X0 2 X X 0

before Allah and withheld himself from the act, so also her
the sequence is like this: First, the Prophet Solomas
(peace be upon him)high rank and his deep sense ¢
devotion has been mentioned, then it is said that lveas alsc
put to the test, then it has been stated that when a me
body was placed on his throne, he immediately felt warne
on his error, and pleading the forgiveness of his Lorc
withdrew from the act, because of which he was involved |
the temptation. In other words, Allah by means of these tw
stories wants to impress two things upon the reade
simultaneously:

(1) Not to speak of the common men, even higlanking
Prophets were not spared from His strict accountability;
and,

(2) The right attitude for man is not to brag and feel proud
after committing an error, but to bow down humbly before
his Lord as soon as he realizes his sin. It was the result
this attitude that Allah not only forgave the mistakes o
those illustrious men but blessed them with still more favor
and kindness.

Here, the question again arises as to what was t
temptation in which the Prophet Solomon was involved
what Is the meaning of placing a mere body on his thron
and what was the nature of the warning on the occurrenc
of which he repented? In reply to this the commentator
have adopted four different points of view:

One section of them has related a long story whose dete
are disputed, but their resume is this: The error committec
by the Prophet Solomon was either that one of his wive
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continued to worship the idols in the palace for forty day:
and he remained unaware of it, or that he remaine
confined to his residence for a few days and did not atter
to redressing of the oppressed peopie grievances. For this
he was punished as follows: A satan somehow made av
with his ring by which he ruled over the jinns, men anc
wind. As soon as he lost the ring he was deprived of I
powers and he remained wandering from place to place fc
forty days; in the interval the satan continued to rule in the
guise of Solomon. The placing of a mere body on Solonisi
throne implied this very satan, who had sat on highrone.
Some people have gone to the extent to say that during tr
period even the chastity of the women in the roy:
household did not remain safe from the satan. At last fror
his conduct the ministers and the chiefs and the scholars
the court began to doubt that he was not Solomoi
Therefore, when they opened the Torah before him, he fle
On the way the ring fell from his hand in the sea, or he ca:
it into the sea himself, and a fish swallowed it. Ther
somehow the Prophet Solomorjpeace be upon him)came
by the fish. When in order to cook it, he cut open its belly
he found his ring in it. Then, no sooner did he get the rin
than the jinns and men presentedhemselves humbly before
him. This whole story, from the beginning to the end, i
nonsensical and absurd, which the converts from among tt
Jews and Christians took from the Talmud and othel
Israelite traditions and spread it among the Muslims. It is
strange that some of our well known scholars took thes
traditions as authentic and cited them as the explanation ¢
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the allusions ofthe Quran, whereas neither is there an
truth in Solomond ring, nor could his glorious works be
attributed to any ring, nor had the satans been given th
power that they might disguise themselves as Prophets a
mislead the people, nor can it be imagined about Allah the
He would punish a Prophet for an error in such a manne
as to enable a satan to corrupt and destroy a who
community, disguised as a prophet. The Quan itself
repudiates this commentary. In the verses that follow Allal
says. When Solomon met with the trial, and he asked Ot
forgiveness for it, then We subdued the wind and the satal
to him. But, on the contrary, according to the abovs
commentary, the satans were already under his control b
virtue of the ring. It is strange that the scholars who havi
made this commentary did not care to consider what th
subsequent verses say.

The second section of them says that a son was born to
Prophet Solomon after twenty years. The satans feared th
If he became king after Solomon, they would continue t
remain slaves as they were under him. Therefore, the
plotted to kill him. When Solomon came to know of this
plot, he hid the child in the clouds so that he was brougl
up there. This was the temptation in which he was involvel
He placed reliance on the protection of the clouds instead
having trust in Allah. For this he was punished in this way
that the child died and fell a0 his throne as a mere body
This tale also is baselessnd is expressly against the Quan,
for in this also it has been assumed that the winds ar
satans were already under the Prophet Soilmo n 6 s
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whereas the Quan In clear words has stated thei
subjection to be an event that took place after the trial.

The third section says that the Prophet Solomon one d:
swore that he would go in to his 70 wives that night, an
from each a warrior would be born, who would fight in the
cause of Allah, but while he said this he did not saynsha
Allah: if Allah so wills. Consequently, only one wife
conceived and from her also a defective child was bor
whom the midwife brought and placed on his throne. Thit
Hadith has been reported by Abu Harairah from the
Prophet (peace be upon him)and it has been related by
Bukhari and Muslim and other traditionists in several
ways. In Bukhari itself this tradition has been related al
different places in different ways. At one place the numbe
of the wives has been stated as 60 and at others 70 or 9(
99 or 100. As far as the chains of the transmitters al
concerned, most of the traditions have strong chains, ar
their authenticity cannot be disputed from the point of view
of the principles of reporting. But the subjectmatter of the
Hadith is patently against reason, and proclaims aloud the
such a thing could not have been said by the Prophgteace
be upon him), as reported. But, on the contrary, he migh
have probably mentioned it as an example of the foolish ar
nonsensical taletelling of the Jews, and the hearer migh
have misunderstood that the Prophe{peace be upon him
himself had stated it as an event. To force the people
accept such traditions only on the strength of their chains ¢
transmitters would be making religion a matter of mockery
and jest. Everyone can calculate for himself that even in tr
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longest nightof w nt er t he 1 nter v andd
the Fajr Prayers cannot be of more than ten toeleven
hours. If the minimum number of the wives be 60, it woulc
mean that the Prophet Solomon (peace be upon him) we
on having intercourse with them continuously for 10 to 1.
hours that night at the rate of six wives per hour, without
having a moments rest. Is it practically possible? And car
It be expected that the Prophe{(peace be upon himmight
have related it as an event? Then in the Hadith nowhere h:
it been said that the body that had been placed c
Solomon's throne, as stated in the Quan, implied the
malformed child. Therefore, it cannot be claimed that the
Prophet (peace be upon himhad narrated this event as ¢
commentary of this verse. Furthermore, though it is
understandable why the Prophet Solomor{peace be upor
him) asked for AllahGs forgiveness on the birth of the child
one fails to understand why, along with the prayer fol
forgiveness, he prayed: My Lord, grant me a kingdom a
may belong to no one else after me.

Another commentary which Imam Razi has preferred is
this: The Prophet Solomon was afflicted with a seriou
disease, or on account of an impending danger his body h
been reduced to a mere skeleton. But this commentary al
does notconform to the words of the Quran. The Quan
says: We put Solomon to the test and placed a mere body
his throne. Then he turned (to Allah).From these words nc
one can understand that the mere body implied the body ¢
the Prophet Solomon(peace be upon him)himself. They
clearly show that putting to the test implied some error that
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he happened to commit. On this, the way he was given t
warning was that a mere body was placed on his thron
and when he realized his error he turned to Allah.

As a matter of fact, this is one of the mst difficult places of
the Quran, and we do not find any indisputable ground foi
giving a definite and absolute commentary of it. But if the
words of the Prophet Solomois prayer. My Lord, forgive
me, and grant me a kingdom as may belong to none else
after me, are read in the light of the Israelite history, it
appears that probably he cherished in his heart the desit
that his son should succeed him on the throne so that F
kingdom and sovereignty should continue in his own rac
after him. This same thing has been called a temptation fc
him by Allah, and he realized this when his heir Rehoboar
grew up into an unworthy young man, whose ugly manner
clearly foretold that he would not be able to sustain th
mighty kingdom of the Prophets David and Solomon (peac
be upon them) even for a few days. Placing a mere body
his throne probably means that the son whom he wanted -
succeed him on the throne, was an unworthy perso
Therefore, he restrained his desire, asked for Allafs
forgiveness and prayed that the kingdom should end wit
him, and he would curb his desire to have it continued in hi
dynasty. The Israelite history also shows the same thin
The Prophet Solomon did not make any will about hi
successor, nor made it binding for the people to obey
particular person. After him his ministers put Rehoboam
on the throne, but not long afterwards ten tribes of Israe
took northern Palestine and broke away, and only the trib

of Judah remained lgyal to the throne of Jerusdem.
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35. He said: My # K tE KT_EP 13 "
Lord, forgive me

oA . A
and bestow on me UAHOkK 7 8310 " N|

sovereignty, such ay . i . '
shall not belong to VECTE L S

any  after  me. gpa 31%, B 2K 1
Indeed, You are the | ~ A 2 n
Bestower. AN'C D Blee

36. So We subjectec A y S (- ALy
© him the wind, 0% B W‘%""é"i VAR Bk AR
it blew by his|.p; Aar - s o
command  gently b 47e8 aﬁm Wéﬁ&%@

wherever he *37 BLR @ _
di 8

intended. ™3’

*37 For explanation, see Surah AlAnbiya, Ayat 81 and
E.N. 74 thereof. However, there is one thing which require
further explanation here. In Surah AlAnbiya where
mention has been made of subjecting the wind for th
Prophet Sobmon (peace be upon him), it has bee
described agthe strongly blowing wind, but herenit blew by
his command gently wherever he intendeal . This means
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that the wind In itself was strong and violent as is neede
for moving the sailing-ships but it had been made gentle fc
the Prophet Solomon in the sense that it blew whitheso-
ever he wanted it to blow foghis commercial fleets.

BT ")\UEHEIIJBK@[AAWR’I 02| @ét\k@%}ﬁ&.e@%%‘fs w37

T qﬂlﬁbéﬁe&a dlé%hﬁ‘\m@@d’&.exau ReT Qftvoy ¢

|mo~w 6if FBLYCH @ 2" gt m@wmw. :
d*gma. FR NE3 A v B B uué o é"ms

3 'Ems e Wy %tf‘/\"m. ME‘J % 9 ﬁma%@ oy »[@m

B & o afor” i g ki b . e o'y

)\ V»
37.And therebellious ~ﬁNR 44 L'B'f‘,tj\ ot | i @éw
jins, every kind of A A Aﬂ &‘ |’
builders and divers. aga" MGl C*' 2 36050 |§

38.And someothers a" gk A KaC K ’jAﬁ% Wg
bound together in a8 A L
chains.*3 .~ EBG W

*38 For explanation, see Surah AlAnbiya, Ayat 82; Surah
An-Naml, Ayats 17, 39 and the E.H thereof. The satan:
Imply the jinns, and the satanslinked in chains imply the
serving satans, who were fettered and imprisoned as
punishment for making mischief. It is not necessary that th
fetters and chains in which those satans were bound mig
be made of iron and they might appear as bound in ther
like the human prisoners. In any case, they were imprisone
In a manner that they could neither escape nor were able
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commit further mischief.
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39. This is OUr Gift, | Loyape S, § N IR ¢
"l T e o (B R

withhold,  without | 39 a) (% B|'l:'f3t't&!}‘2 | ﬁmm@

reckoning. "3°

*39 This verse can have three meanings:

(1) This is Our unlimited gift: You have the authority to
give of it freely to whomsoever you like and keep it from
whomsoever youike.

(2) This is Our gift: You may give of it to whomsoever yo!
like and keep it from whomsoever you likeyou will not be
called to account for giving it or keeping it from the people
(3) Another meaning of it given by some commentators i
The satans have been placed entirely under your contrc
you may set free whomsoever you like and restrai
whomsoever you like You will not be held accountable for
this.
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Ay 3% ¢
40. And indeed, he . o T g, -
has with Us, a place K nagg aHU 3y ? iy “ﬂ(mm@él
of nearnessand an +1a, ¥ »EN # fOC - 1A+t 7F
excellentresort. “° | S ¥ ‘ﬁ@%

*40 Here, the object Is to tell that just as a servaid
arrogance causes Allats displeasure and wrath, so does h
humility earns Allah& pleasure and approval for him. If a
servant commits an error and becomes even more arroga
when warned, he is led to the same fate as is bei
mentioned in connection with the story of Adam and Sata
below. Contrary to this, if a servant happens to commit ai
error and he repents and bows down before his Lori
humbly, he is blessed with such bounties as the Prophe
David and Solomon (peace be upon them)were blessec
with. The prayer that Prophet Solomon (peace be upor
him) had made after seeking Allalas forgiveness, wa
literally fulfilled and Allah actually granted him a kingdom

as had neither been granted to anyone before him ni
bestowed on anyone after him. Having control over th
winds and the jinns is an extraordinary power, which has
been granted only to the Prophet Solomoiipeace be upor
him) and to none else in human history.
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41. And remember | -
e O @K (@K NdeEX,

Our slave Job, “1 [A € ﬂwm
when he called upon # /8y,"IN2 % 3R'@H

his Lord: Indeed,the C .. Ay véE % @l '%\ Y@
devil has afflicted AGE®| 3’%1 ) @%W
me with distressand *42 . B/f}

torment. 2 Mt YRS

*41 This is the fourth place in the Quran where the Prophei
Job (peace be upon himhas been mentioned. Before this h
has been nentioned in Surah AnNisa, Ayat 163; Surah Al
Anaam, Ayat 84 andSurah Al-Anbiya, Ayats 83-84. For the
details about him, please see EN76 to 79 of Surah Al
Anbiya.
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*42 This does not mean that Satan has afflicted me wil
liness and brought distress upon me, but it means: Th
affliction of the severities of iliness, the loss of property an
wealth, and the desdion of the near and dear oness not so
great a torment and trouble for me as the temptation o
Satan, who is exploiting my condition to despair me of m

Lord and wants that | should turn ungrateful to Him and
Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A

X X X X Y X 5 X 2 Yo X 2 X X e X 5 5o X 5 X X 0 X 2 e X 5 X X 50 X 2 0 X 50 5o X 5 X 2 50 X 2 5o X 5 X 5 5 X0 2 X0 X0 5 X0 50 50 X0 50 X X0 2
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%




Y Y e e e e e e e o e o o o e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ok

become desperate and impatient.This meaning of the
lamentation of the Prophet Job (peace be upon him)is
preferable for two reasons:
(1) According to the Quran, Allah has granted Satan only
the power of temptation He has not given him the power tc
afflict with illness the worshipers of Allah and compel then
to deviate from the way of service and obedience by causi
them physical alments.
(2) In Surah Al-Anbiya when the Prophet Job(peace be
upon him) puts before Allah his complaint about iliness anc
disease, he does not mention Satan at all, but says only
have been afflicted with the disease and You are mc
Merciful.
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42. (It was said):|ym
Strike (ground) with Mg&(’? @\ A CEp

your foot. This is "%a 38 (o 2 &

(water) for bath, o F
cooland a drink. ™3 5N l& \&

*43 That Is, as soon as he stamped his foot on the ground
spring gushed forth by Allahds command, drinking from
which and washing with which was the remedy of th
Prophet Jobds (peace be upon himdisease. Most probably
he was suffering from some skin disease. According to tl
Bible also: Satan smote Job with sore boils from the Boof
hisyfoot unto;bis crowR.(Job, 2. 7).
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43.

bestowedon him his
household and the
like thereof along
with them, ™“* a
mercy from Us, and

Badvc b 2kcC
. EJ /ldil'cc’byﬁ by
a @sq'gTa% /| C

D AU
o

a reminder for those o
of understanding. 4° X

*44 Traditions show that during this iliness everyone excey
his wife had deserted the Prophet Jolgpeace be upon hin)
even his children had turned away. To this Allah ha
alluded, saying: When We granted him health, the whol
family returned to him, and then We granted him ever
more children.
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*45 That Is, In it there is a lesson for an intelligent man
Neither should man forget God and become arrogant i
good times nor despair of Him in bad timesGood fortune
and misfortune are entirely in the Power of Allah, the One
If He wills He can change the best times of man into tr
worst times and the worst into the best. Therefore, a wis
person should trust in Him alone in all sorts o
circumstances and, should pin all his hgpes on Him.
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44. And take in your 8 @B 2 C AR AR
hand a handful of Lﬁ,fﬁ' BB C ABRA AR
straw then smite| @ /] C®Oo0QZ _ . =a~ oo,
with it, and do not A - |

" o mgﬁ&“ﬁ e TR SRR

break your oath. "©

Indeed, We found PQE Rr-o N'é‘t@
him patient, an

excellent slave. 'Ca %9 MT"A Eé
Indeed, Hewas ever _

! N *47 . -
turning (to Allah). "4/ U E’ﬁ\ﬁ

*46 A careful study of these words shows that the Proph
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Job (peace be upon himduring illness had been annoye:
with somebody (according to traditions, his wife) and swori
to beat him or her by giving so many stripes. When Allal
restored him to health and the anger of the illness was gor
he became worried as how to fulfill the oath. For if he
carried out the oath, he would be inflicting pain on ar
Innocent person, and if he did not, he would be committin
the sin of breaking the oath. Allah took him out of the
difficult situation by the command: Take a broom
containing as many sticks of straw as the number of tr
stripes you had sworn to give;then strike the person just
once with the broom so as both to fulfill your oath and tc
avoid giving undue trouble to the person concerned.

Some jurists hold the view that this concession was specia
meant for the Prophet Job(peace be upon him)and some
others think that other people also can take advantage of |
The first view has been cited by Ibn Asakir from Abdullah
bin Abbas and by Abu Bakr atJassas from Mujahid, and
Imam Malik also held the same view. The second view h
been adopted by Imam Abu Hanifah, Imam Abu Yusuf,
Imam Muhammad, Imam Zufar and Imam Shafa. They
say that if a person, for instance, has sworn to give h
servant ten stripes, and afterwards combines ten whips ar
strikes him only once in a way that some part of each whi
strikes him, his oath will be fulfilled.

Several Ahadith show that the Prophet(peace be upor
him), in order to inflict the prescribed punishment on a
fornicator who was too ill or too weak to receive a hundres
stripes, also adopted tk method taught in this verse
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Allama Abu Bakr al-Jassas has related a tradition on th
authority of Saeal bin Saad bin Ubadah to the effect that &
person from the tribe of Bani Sadah happened to commii
fornication, and he was a sick man and a mere skeleto
Thereupon the Prophet(peace be upon him)commanded:
Take a branch of the palm tree with a hundred twigs on i
and strike him therewith once and for all. (Ahkam al
Quran). In Musnad Ahmad, Abu Daud, Nasai, Ibn Majah,
Tabarani, Abdur Razzaqg and other collections of Hadith
there are several Ahadith supporting it, which conclusively
proves that the Prophet(peace be upon him)had devised
this very method for inflicting the prescribed punishment
on a sick or weak person. However, the jurists lay th
condition that some part of every twig or piece of strav
must strike the culprit, and even if only one stroke, it mus
also hurt the culprit; that is, it is not enough just to touch
him but he must be struck with it.

Here the question also arises that if a person has sworn
do something and afterwards he comes to know that is
Improper then what should he do? There is a tradition
from the Prophet (peace be upon him}o the effect that in
such a case one should do only that which is better, and t
same is the atonement for the oath. Another tradition fromn
him says that one should do something good instead of t
iImproper thing and should atone for his oath. This vers:
supports this second tradition, for if keeping oneself fron
an improper thing had been the atonement for the oatf
Allah would not have told the Prophet Job(peace be upor
him) to strike the broom once and fulfill his oath, but would

X X X X Y X 5 X 2 Yo X 2 X X e X 5 5o X 5 X X 0 X 2 X X 50 5o X 50 X 2 0 X 5 5o X 5 X 2 50 X 5 5o X 5 X X 5 X0 2 X0 X0 5 X0 X0 50 X0 50 X X0 20
X 5b 55 b 5 5b 35 b 3 3b 3b b b 3 3 3 b 0 0 3b 3b 0b 0B 06 36 3b 3b 35 b b 3 3 3b 0B 06 3 3b b 3b b 36 36 3 35 b 06 3 3 3 0b 0 06 36 b ob b 0 b b b b b b 3f

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A



Y Y e e e e e e e o e o o o e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ok

X X X X e X X X 2 X X 2 X 2 e X 5 5o X 5 X 2 0 X 2 X0 X 5 X X 50 X 2 e X 2 5o X 5 X 20 20 X 20 X0 X 5 X 2 50 X0 5 X0 X0 5 X 50 5 X0 2 X X 0

have said: Do not do this improper thing, and your restraint
itself is the atonement for your oath.

This verse also shows that it iIs not necessary to carry o
Immediately what one has sworn to do. The Prophet Jc
(peace be upon him)had sworn an oath in the state o
liness, and fulfilled it after complete recovery, and no
Immediately even after the recovery.

Some people have regarded this verse as an argument
practicing pretense under the Shamh. No doubt it was s
pretense which the Prophet Job(peace be upon him)had
been taught but it had been taught not for evading anythin
obligatory but for avoiding an evil. Therefore, in the
Shariah those pretenses only are lawful, which aredapted
to remove injustice and sin and evil from ondgs own self or
from another person, otherwise practice of pretense
highly sinful if it is employed for the purpose of making the
unlawful as lawful, or evading the obligatory duties and
righteous acts. For a person who practices pretense for su
Impious objects, in fact, tries to deceive God. For example,
person who transfers his wealth to another before th
completion of a year on it, only for the purpose of evadin
payment of the Zakat on it, not only evades an obligator
duty, but also thinks that Allah will get deceived by this
trickery and will consider him as relieved of his duty. The
jurists who have mentioned such pretenses in their book
do not mean that one should practice tem in order to
evade the Shamh obligations, but they mean to point ou
that a judge or ruler cannot take to task a person wh
escapes the consequences of a sin under a legal cover fol
affair is with Allah.
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*47 The Prophet Job (peace be upon him)has beer
mentioned in this context to impress the reader that whe
the righteous servants of Allah are afflicted with hardships
and calamities, they do not complain of their distress t
Allah but endure the tests and trials set by Him patiently
and invoke only Him for help. They do not despair of Gorc
and do not turn to others for help if their distress is nof
removed after making invocations to God for some time
but they believe that whatever they will get, they will ge
only from Allah. Therefore, they remain hopeful of His
mercy, no matter how long they might have to suffer th
distress. That is why they ae honored and blessed with the
favors and bounties with which the Prophet Joh(peace be
upon him) was honored and blessed in his life. So much
that if they get involved in a moral dilemma due to a state ¢
agitation, Allah shows them a way out of iin order to save
them from evil, as He showed a way to the Prophet Jc
(peace be upon him)
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45. And remember |BRBUIK Ndz kC/

Our slavesAbraham, B, B
andlsaac,andJacob, @ ¥ ol W= wi'
thoseof strength and i} B .
POSsessorof vision. o> 4%9-‘ /

*48

*48 The actual words in the text mean Those who
possessed the hands and the insights. The hand, as we
explained above, implies power and capability. To descrik
these Prophets agimen of great power and insighd means
that they were practical men They possessed great pow:
to obey Allah and to abstain from sin, and they had mad
great efforts for raising the Word of Allah in the world.
Alnsighto does not mean eysight but the vision of the heart
and mind. They could se and recognize thetruth. They did
not live like the blind in the world, but they walked the
straight path of guidance, in the full light of knowledge
with open eyes. In these words, there is a subtle allusion
this also that the people who commit evil, and have gol

astray, are in fact, deprived of the hands as well as the eye
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He only, who works in the cause of Allah, possesses
hands, and he, who distinguishes between the light of tl
truth and the darkness of falsehood, only possesses
eyes.
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46.  Indeed, We &\ Bgqka" =2 on 1
chose them for a -’ CEL Ry @ mw g
pure quality, the|a; 3@ oT :ﬁs v_fy ¢ R T

remembrance ofthe | ) Wlﬁ
abode(of Hereafter). Nafdl e %”&
*49

*49 That Is, the real cause for their success andminence
was that there was nothing ofvorldliness in their character.
All their efforts, mental and physical, were directec
towards the Hereafter. They remembered it themselves ar
urged others also to remember it. That is why Allah exalte
them to such high ranks as have never been attained |
those who remained absorbed in earning worldly wealt
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and prosperity. In this regard, one should also keep in vie
the subtle point that Allah here has only used the worcd-
dar (that abode, or the real abode) for the Hereafter. This i
meant to impress the truth that this world is no abode fol
man, but only a passage and a rest house, which man has
leave in any cas. The real abode is the abode of th
Hereafter. He who works to adorn that abode is the man ¢
Insight and such a one should inevitably be a commendak
person in the sight of Allah. As for him who in order to
adorn his transitory abode in this rest house behaves iIn
way as to ruinhis real abode in the Hereafter is foolistand
naturally cannot be liked by AIIaQ
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47.And Indeed, they
were with Us, of the
chosenthe excellent.
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48. And remember |50 . " .- ael ™ e
ishmael, and Elisha, (er e i VIRE ) i
0 and Dhul Kifl. Rad />t "0 'é'c

=L And all were B 2
among the excellent. A 6@ By

*50 The Prophet AlYasa (peace be upon him)has beer
mentioned only twice in theQuran, in Surah Al-Anaam,
Ayat 86 and here, without any detail about him Only his
name appears in the chain of the Prophets. He was one
the major Prophets of Israel, belonged to Abel Meholah,
place on the river Jordan, and is well known as Elish
among the Jews and Christians. When the Prophet Elija
(peace be upon him) had taken refuge in the Sin
peninsula, he was commanded to return to Syria an
Palestine for some important works, one of which was t
prepare the Prophet Elisha for his successeship.
Accordingly, when the Prophet Elijah came to his town, hi
found Elisha ploughing with twelve yoke of oxen befor
him, and he with the twelfth. The Prophet Elijah passed b
him and cast his mantle upon him, and he left the oxen ar
followed him. (I Kings, 19:1521). He remained undel
training with him for 10 to 12 years. Then, when Allah
recalled Elijah, he was appointed Prophet in his place. (
Kings, oh.2). The Second Book of the Kings gives a detall
acoount of the Prophet Elisha (chs 2 to 13), which show:
that when the Israeli state of northern Palesne got lost in
polytheism, idol-worship and moral evils, Elisha a pointec
Jehu, the son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi, king
Israel against the royal dynasty due to whose misdee
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those evils had spread in Israel. Jehu not only put an end
Baal-worship, but also condemned to death every memb:
of the wicked family, including its children. But in spite of
this reformist revolution the evils that had taken root in
Israel could not be completely eradicated, and after th
death of the Prophet Elisha they assumed enormol
proportions; so much so that the Assyrians began to invac
Samaria whenever they pleased. (For details, see E.Nof/
Surah BantkIsrail and E. Ns 70, 71 of SurahAs—Saaffat)
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*51 Dhul-Kifi| also has beemmentioned only twice In the
Quran, in Surah Al Anbiya, Ayat 85 and here. For our
research about him see E.N. 8&f Surah AI -Anbiya.
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49. This is a L N .Y

reminder. And 5/ @aHlaf:E ﬂﬁﬂE MRW
indeed, for the SENR a | e
righteous is an Ao 38 5@%

excellentresort.
50. Gardens of e b A S - Ao
everlasting, will be B &> @lﬁiﬁ %%ﬁrﬁ@@
opened for them 525 k1 » ad m Sige A -

whose gates.>?

*52 The words mufattahatal-lahum-ul-abwab may have
several meanings:

(1) They will go about in the Gardens (Paradise) freel
without any hesitation.

(2) No effort will have to be made to open the gates
Paradise they will open automatically as soon as they wi
have the desire to enter them

(3) The angels appointed for keeping Paradise will open tt
gates for them as soon as they see them. This third mean
has been expressed more clgg at another place in the
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Quran, thus: When they arrive there, and its gates sha
already have been opened, its keepers will say: Peace
upon you, you have fared wel] enter here to dwell for ever.
(Surah Az-Zumar, Ayat 73).
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51. Reclining within &) B leﬁa ;é%

them, they will call

therein for fruits in K@ BQZ HRE~@ ﬂ%gﬁﬁw

abundance and
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52. And with them @s,..@@m 43 IzaA.

will  be those of oA
modestgaze(women) fi |K(-# })L @L € .~

of equal age ™° +53 ﬁ@%&w

*53 1 @equal age® may mean that they will be of equal ag
among themselves, and also that they will be of the sa
age as their husbands.
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53. This is that you
were promised for
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transgressors there
will be an evil place
of return.
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56. Hell, where they
will burn, an euvil
resting place.
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57. This is. Then let
them taste it, a
boiling fluid and

wound discharge.™*
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*54 Several meanings of thewvord ghassaq,as used in the
original, have been given by the lexicographers:

(1) Any moisture that is discharged by the body in the fan
of pus, blood, or mixture of pus and blood, etc. and thi
Includes tears as well

(2) Something extremely cold
(3) Something stinking and giving out offensive smell
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However, the word is generally used in the first meanin
only, though the other two meanings also are corres
lexically.
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58. And others of its
type, various kinds
(punishments).
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59. This is a troop
entering with you,

no welcome for
them. Indeed, they
will  burn In the
Fire.
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60. They will say:

Nay but you, no
welcome for you. |
You brought this

upon us. So evil is
this place to stay in.
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61. They will say:
Our Lord, whoever
brought for us this,
SO increase for hima
punishment twice in
the Fire.
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62. And they will | s#d2ggne B 1 G EEROLR X % 4 w0t o
say: What is with us i b ) ;l‘:e‘:ﬁ !’M %@g
that we do not see |K° 0] R~ .

men whom we usec g ,ZJ;:"yaB% M @W@ ?@

to count among the

worst, °° N ~@ W

*55 This implies the believers whom the disbelievers used
look down upon as bad people in the world. It means: The
will look around bewildered and will find only themselves
and their guides in Hell but will find no trace of those
people of whom they used to talk disparagingly in th
world, and whom they used to mock in their meetings fo
talking about God, the Messenger and the Hereafter.
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63. Did we take|.
them as ridicule, or
havefailed regarding
them eyes.

64. Indeed, that Is

very truth, the (Pt 3y dg M%W@

disputing of the AL m@
people of the Fire.

65. Say °° | am A B R P Ly £
only a warner, ™’ % § @Y BIES @H‘%@@m
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and there is notany a'i,u s g ~ A o

god but Allah, the o BE¥ & @mi@w@iﬁ

One, the All | ya, %112 a o A
. | Bt JACR 2 ¢ ﬁﬁ%

Prevaliling.

*56 Now the discourse turns to the same theme with whic
it began. One should read it with erses1-14 in order to
understand the meaning fully.

“3 Z@ 3 2" QII!\E’E*% o B BFZ E©A ILJ ﬁ"FZ+I%@# '*56
A8 1~ @A / 96 kil SRy 6 UF

*57 In verse 4 it was said: The people wonder that a warne
from among themselves has come to them. Here it is bei
said: Tell them: I am only a warner. That is: | do not
command an army that | may forcibly pull you from a
wrong way and put you on theright way. If you do not
listen to me and do not accept my message, you will only
causing a loss to yourselves. If you like to remain ignorar
you may continue to be heedless, for you will sg/our end
yRurseres
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66. Lord of the A ATy - ~o

heavens and the :E‘ﬂlgp@ BRC %R@M

earth and whatever " o, Dl X X o
%' &2 U

IS between them. the ’ | e ‘MJ % @\ 53
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All Mighty, the Oft N  otm
Forgiving. & ﬁ‘%

67. Say: That is a IR ﬁ ST €

news,tremendous.

68.You, from which & %K fZa enk|-
turn away. °° I

*58 This is the answer to what the disbelievers said in ver:
5: Has he made just One God in place of all the gods? Tr
IS indeed a strange thing. It means: You may frown an
scowl as you like, but this is a reality of which | an
iInforming you, and your frowning and scowling cannotf
change it.
This answer not only contains the statement of the trutr
but it also contains the argunent for it. The mushriks said:
Deities are many of whom one is Allah also. How is it the
you have done away with all other deities and kept only Or
Allah? In answer it was said: The real Deity is One Allah
alone, for He is dominant over everything: He is the Owne
of the earth and the heavens, and everything in the Univer:
belongs to Him. Every being other than Him, whom yol
have set up as other gods in the Universe, is dominated a
subdued before Him; therefore, the subservient beinc
cannot be associates in the Godhead of the Dominant a
All-Mighty God. Therefore, there is no ground for which
they may be r%garded as deltles
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69. | did not have “@M K tE"V»~££

any knowledge of A
the exalted assembly RECO & g_foa 0l
(of angels) when B B
they were disputing. e 160

70. It has not been A EJ B g © £
revealed to me| A A %
exceptthat | may be y C | "9€B & @i,

a clear warner. i

71 When your | g &3 1 #K bﬁERQ
Lord said to the

: o5 % ¢
angels: °° Indeed, | (€ 0

am going to createa *60ja 6% ¢B §
mortal from clay. ©°

*59 This is the explanation of the dispute referred to aboul
and the dispute implies Satads dispute with God, as
becomes evident from the verses that follow. In this regart
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oneshaal d bear i n mithmedckxalteth anplies:
the angels, and the dialogue between Allah and Satan w
not direct but it took place through some angel. Therefore
no one should have the misunderstanding that Allah als
was Included among the exalted ones. This story h
already been narrated at the following paces Surah Al-
Bagarah, Ayats 30-39; Surah Al-Aaraf, Ayats 11-25; Surah
Al-Hijr, Ayats 26-44; Surah Bani Isral, Ayats 61-65; Surah
Al-Kahf, Ayat 50; Surah TaHa, Ayats 116-12&.
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AMI KA A @[ AM)

*60 Lexically, basharmeans a gross body whose surface
bare and uncovered by anything else. After the creation ¢
man this word has been used for man himself, bt
mentioning him by the word basharbefore his creation and
making him from clay clearly means:| am about to make
an image of clay, which will be without any feathers an
hair, etc. whose skin will not be covered by wool or hair o
feathers like the skin of other animals.
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72. So whenl have | g, 2 o S 2
S a/,R

fashioned him and | & 4T ar @%ﬁmlﬂ

breathed into him of "@~@ BCYy 4%

My soul, “°* then fall A % ﬁm Qﬁ

down before himin * BB" dA LTO¥* C
Y. )
prostration. A~ [ a@ﬁ*ﬁ

*61 For explanation, see Surah AlHijr, Ayats 29-30, and
E.N. 16 of Surah AsSajda

B @lagT LD ME K T REE] A ;@;{’gw@a @61
*62 For explanation, se& Surah Al-Baqgarah, Ayats 34;
Surah Al-Aaraf, Ayat 11 and the E. ther

Rl e A gErE C[AAIﬁ'Ix/SO@q‘aI@Ea @562

73.  Soprostrated | a (7 a'pme Qe
the angels, all of A % m MF

them together. aE R ﬁ@m

74. Except Iblis. He | A .. . . M
was arrogantand he @ Bl 20 BR v

became among the *63A~@(KA5@Q E & ﬁw

disbelievers.™©3

*63 For explanation, seeSurah Al-Baqgarah, Ayat 34; Surah
Al-Kahf, Ayat 50 and the E.Nsthereof.
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75. He (Allah) said: |, 3 2003 03
@) Iblis, what néﬁ l%@ V ) ‘

prevented you from ? %“@E@P
prostrating to that |a %@@Lhﬁ a g

which | created s
with My hands. “®* ﬂﬁ'?\ 2 OBF%’@A

Were you arrogant, Aﬁﬁc m_ﬂﬁqﬁ‘o‘ ..
or were you of the ﬁf%
high exalted. B JC

*64 These words have been used to point out the hone
rank and glory bestowed on man by his Creator. In othe
words, Allah did not get man created through his angels bt
created him by Himself because his creation was a high
noble task. Therefore, what is meant to be said is: What hz
prevented you from prostrating yourself before him whom |
have made directly Myself?
The words beyadaiia (both handg probably are meant to
refer to the fact that this new creation combines in itself twi
Important aspects of Allands power of creation:
(1) That man has been given an animal body on account
which he belongs to the animal kingdom
(2) That on account of the Spirit breathed into him, he ha
been characterized with qualities which place him in hono
and merit above all eathly creations and creaturesl13
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76. He said: | am EI&BQP@L@A% " m&l\m

better than him. You

created me from 0 WA%@ A2 Qﬁ*ma\%#

fire, and created

him from clay. A 6® e | maf
77. He (Allah) said: | g ¥ i 1530 3| (3 Gad ALTvEe o
Then get outof it, ©° W VBEE e %%@égﬂ@
for indeed you are % QIEET? BLE n 0
outcast. ° *66 é"afm

*65 1 Out oFfom thé place where Adam was create
and where the angels were commanded to bow down befc
Adam, and where Iblis committed disobedience of Allah.

@?@EB aﬂﬁﬁBL@CQj'&E Sy B 86 B @BLA @B -'%65

Y- MFE@:II&
*66 Lexically, the word rajim, as used in the original, mean
Acast offo or Asmitteno; in common usage it is used for thi
person, who has been thrown down from a place of hona
and humiliated. In Surah Al-Aaraf, the same thing has bee
expressed thus: Get out: you are indeed one of those w
wish themselves ignominy. (@rsel3).
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/8. And indeed, .

upon you is My T 1y o8 32%/
curse until the Day 67 WE a {1
of Judgment.™©’ A, é

*67 This does not mean that there will be no curse on hii
after the Day of Judgment, but rather it means: He will
remain acaursed till the Day of Judgment because of h
disobedience, and after the Day of Judgment he will k
punished for the sins whch he will have committed from
the creaton of Adam until Resurrectlon

22| R NE3 "5 ACBIET i‘%ﬁs "[z& O | 3fL\R cwtgs *G7
A A
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79.Hesaid:My Lord, “‘01] | ¥ @Leé
then reprieve me

until the day when M
they are raised. A~% é‘l

80. He (Allah) said:
Indeed, you are of
those reprieved.

81. Until the day of
the time appointed.
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82. Hesaid: Then 5 BB A
by Your Might, | YN0 | foTa 2

will surely mislead | @am,g kB%&(
them all. PATNE 81

83. Except Your _g ac K @M%
slavesamongstthem,

K ;
sincere.©® 05\~ @i OF Aide

*68 This does not mean | will not lead Your chosen
servants astray, butit means | shall have no power ovel

Your chosen servants.
A

| FRINILFR &E%BE!!%IBW R © a7 3R NEE3 68

KA ¢h AReB oK 18 o

84. He (Allah) said: |,y BI!!OA,,,.A 0o @ﬁ@
Thenthetruth is,and WiET e Rnb @m
é]."

the truth | speak. AB ¥o @ dwN #¢

85. Indeed, | shall a (}lﬁl?l]lﬁﬁlﬂicf"ﬂ-@
surely fill Hell with

you ‘%9 and those @ BAJGERA 2 o PK

who follow you of = ..o .
them, all together.””° A R0 R AN

*69 AWIith youo is not only addressed to Iblis but to the
whole species of satang hat is, Iblis and his whole army of
the satans who will be joining him in misleading mankinc
till Resurrectlon

B
JIF f@é—n?ﬁ/m&l SfA f@ﬁl’ﬁp@ B AEa 66
A A
AL2| BU@ S O CBED 11{/\“'§3 » BR1E g ELEN PG
*70 This entire story has been related in answer to thi
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saying of the chiefs of the Quraish: Was he the only (fi
person among us to whom Allais admonition should have
been sent down? Its firs answer was the one given in verse
0-10, saying: Are you the owners of the treasures of tt
mercy of your Mighty and Bounteous Lord? And does the
kingdom of the heavens and the earth belontp you, and is
it for you to decide as to who should be appointed Gdasl
Prophet and who should not be appointed?n the second
answer the chiefsof the Quraish have been told:Your
jealousy, your pride and arrogance against Muhammau
(peace be upon him) are similar to the jealousy and
arrogance of Iblis against Adam (peace be upon him). Ibli
had also refused to acknowledge the right of Allah tc
appoint anyone He pleaseds His vicegerent, and you are
also refusing to acknowledge His right to appoint anyont
He pleases as His Messengdblis disobeyed thecommand
to bow down before Adam, and you are disobeying tr
command to follow Muhammad (peace be upon him). You
resemblance with him does not end here, but your fate al:
will be the same as has beepre-ordained for him, i.e. the
curse of God Iin the world and thefire of Hell in the
Hereafter.

Besides, in connection with this story, two other things als
have been stressed:

(1) Whoever is disobeying Allah in this world, is in fact
falling a prey to Iblis, his eternal enemy, who has resolve
to mislead and misguide mankind since the beginning ¢
creation.

(2) The one who disobeys Allah on account of arrogans
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and persists in His disobedience is under His wrath: such
one has no forglveness from Him.
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86. Say: | do not| aq oA o
ask of ?/)c/)u foro tﬂios 3¢ bg& @.ﬁA‘M@d %IM%‘YE
any payment,”* and ~@B 3 /7B 107 GO IQ‘Q‘E@N@{@
| am not of the

\ A
impostors.”’? @ R @ w
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*71 That is, | am a selfless person: | have no vested intere
In preaching this message.
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*72 That is, | am not one of those who arise with fals
claims for the sake of vanity and pose ttbe what actually
they are not.The Prophet (peace be upon himhas not beer
made to say this merely for the information of the
disbelievers of Makkah but this is testified by his whole life
which he lived among the same people for forty yeal
before his advent as a Prophet. Every child of Makkah wa
a witness that Muhammad (peace be upon himyas not an
Impostor. Never had anybody from among the people «
Makk ah ever heard anything from him which might have
caused somebody the doubt that he aspired to be a gre
man and was plannlng and schemlng for that end
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*73 That is, those of you who live will see for themselve
within a few years that what | am saying is fulfilled Those
who die will come to know as soon as they pass through t
gate of death that the truth is the same which | ar
preaching.
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