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In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

Name

It is derived from the sentencewa amru-hum shura bainaj*

hum, of verse 38, implying thereby that it is a Surah irf¥
which the word shura has occurred.

Period of Revelation

Although it could not be known from any authentic|¥

traditions, yet one feels after a study of its subject matte|x

that this Surah might have beenrevealed consecutively|s

after HaMim AsSajdah, for it seems to be, in a way, |«

supplement to it. This will become clear to every persoi

who first studies Surah HaMim AsSajdah carefully and h
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then goes through this Surah. He will see that in that Sura
the Quraish chiefs had been taken to &k for their deaf and
blind opposition so that anyone in Makkah and in its
outskirts, who had any sense of morality and nobility left ir
him, should know how unreasonably the chiefs of the peop
were opposing Muhammad (peacde upon him), and as
against them, how serious he was in everything he salibw
rational was his standpoint and how noble his characte
and conduct. Immediately after that warning this Surdh
was sent down, which did full justice to teaching an
Instruction, and made the truth of the Prophets (peacebe
upon him) message plain insuch an impressive way tha
anyone who had any element of the love of the truth in hir
and who had not been blinded by the errors of ignorance
could not help being influenced by it.
Theme and Subject Matter

The discourse begins in a way as if to sayVhy are you
expressing surprise and amazement at what Our Prophet
presenting before youAWhat he says is not new rostrange,
nor anything novel, which might have been presented fc
the first time in history: that revelation should come dowi
to a man from God and he should be given instructions fo
the guidance of mankind. Allah has been sending simile
revelations with similar instructions to the former Prophets
before this. It is not surprising that the Owner of the
universe should be acknowledged as Deitgnd Ruler, but
what Is strange is that one should accept another as divii
and deity in spite of being His subjecand slave. You are
being angry with him who is presenting Tauhid before you

X X X X Y X 5 X 2 Yo X 2 X X e X 5 5o X 5 X X 0 X 2 X X 50 5o X 50 X 2 0 X 5 5o X 5 X 2 50 X 5 5o X 5 X X 5 X0 2 X0 X0 5 X0 X0 50 X0 50 X X0 20
X 5b 55 b 5 5b 35 b 3 3b 3b b b 3 3 3 b 0 0 3b 3b 0b 0B 06 36 3b 3b 35 b b 3 3 3b 0B 06 3 3b b 3b b 36 36 3 35 b 06 3 3 3 0b 0 06 36 b ob b 0 b b b b b b 3f

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A



Y Y e e e e e e e o e o o o e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ok

X X X X e X X X 2 Yo X 2 X 2 X X 5 X X 5 X 2 e X 2 X X 5 X X 50 X 2 e X 5 5o X 5 X 20 20 X 20 X X 5 X 2 50 X0 5 X0 X0 5 X0 50 5 X0 2 X X 0

where as the shirk that you are practicing with regard tc
the Master of the universe is such a grave crime as me
cause the heavens to break asunder. The angels are ama
at this boldness of yours and fear that the wrath of Allat
might descend on you any moment.

After this the people have been told that a persan being
appointed to Prophethood and his presenting himself as
Prophet does not mean that he has been made mastéitioe
peoples destinies and he has come to the world with th
very claim. Allah has kept the destinies in His own hanc
The Prophet has comenly to arouse the heedless and guic
the strayed ones to theight path. To call to account those
who do not listen to him and to punish or not to punist
them is Allahb s o wn r e sagnc mos patt ofl the
Prophet&s work. Therefore, they should taket out of their
head that the Prophet(peacebe upon him) has come with &
claim similar to those that are made bytheir so called
religious guides and saints to the effect that he who wou
not listen to them, or would behave insolently toward
them, would be burnt to death. In this very connection, the
people have also been told that the Prophépeacebe upon
him) has not come to condemn them but he is their we
wisher; he is warning them that the way they are following
will only lead to their own destruction.

Then, an answer has been given to the question: Why didr
Allah make all human beings righteous by birth,and why
did He allow the difference of viewpoint owing to which the
people start following each and every way of thought an
action? The answer given is this: Owing to this very fact has
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It become possible for man to attain to the special mercy
Allah, which is not meant for other dumb creatures, but i<
only meant for those endowed with power and authority
who should take Allah as Patron and Guardian not
Instinctively but consciously by willing choice. Allah
supports the man who adopts this way and guek and helps
him to do good and right and admits him into His specia
mercy. On the contrary, the man who misuses his optic
and makes his paton those who are not, in fact, the
guardians, and cannot be, are deprived of divine mercy. |
this connection, it has also been made clear that only Alle
IS the Patron of man and of all other creatures. Others ar
neither the patron nor have the power todo full justice to
patronage. Man® success depends only on this that

should make no mistake in choosing a pein for himself by
the use of his free choice, and should take only Him r
Guide Who, In reality, is the real Patron.

After this, it has been explained what the Deen being
presented by theProphet Muhammad (peacebe upon him)
really is:

Its primary basis that as Allah Almighty is the Creator,
Master and real Patron of theuniverse andman, He alone
IS manG Ruler, He alone has the right to gie man faith
(Deen) and Law (system of belief and practice) and judg
the disputes of man and tell what istruth and what is
falsehood. No other being has any right whabever to be
man& lawgiver. In other words, like the natural
sovereignty, the sovergnty with regard to law-making also
IS vested only in Allah. No man or creature, apart from
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Allah, can be the bearer of this sovereignty. And if a perso
does not recognize and accept thidivine rule of Allah, it is
merely futile for him to recognize thenatural sovereignty of
Allah.

On this very basis has Allah ordained @&een (true religion)
for man from the very beginning. It was one and the sam
religion that was vouchsafed in every age to all tf
Prophets. No Prophet ever founded any separate relignoof
his own. The same oneeligion has been enjoined by Allal
for all mankind since the beginning of creation, and all tht
Prophets have been following it and inviting others to follov
It.

This religion and creed was not sent so that man may re.
content only with believing In it, but it was sent with the
purpose and intention that it alone should be introducec
estblished and enforced in the world, and no man mad
religion be made to prevail in Allahts earth apart from His
religion. The Prophets had notbeen appointed only tc
preach this religion but to establish it particularly in the
world.

This same was the originalreligion of mankind, but after
the death of the Prophets, selfish people created new cree
by creating schisms for vested interests du® self conceilt,
vanity and ostentation. All the different religions and creed:
found in the world today have resilted from corruption of
the original divine truth.

Now, the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) has
been sent so that he may present befotke people the sam
and original religion in place of the various practices an
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artificial creeds and man made religions, and may try tc
establish the same. On this, if instead of being grateful, yc
feel angry and come out to fight him, it is your folly;the
Prophet will not abandon his mission only because of yol
foolishness. He has been enjoined to adhere to Hath at
all costs and to carry out the mission to which he has be
appointed. Therefore, the people should not cherish ar
false hope that n order to please then he would cater to the
same whims and superstitions of ignorance which he
corrupted Allah & Religion before.

You do not understand how great an impudence it |
against Allah to adopt a man made religion and law instea
of the religion andlaw enjoined by Allah. You think it is an
ordinary thing and there is nothing wrong with it. But in
the sight of Allah it is the worst kind of shirk and a grave
crime whose punishment will be imposed on all those wt
enforced their own religion on Alah& earth and those whc
adopted and followed their religion.

Thus, after presenting a clear and visible concept akligion
It is said: The best possible method that could be employze
for your instruction and for bringing you to the right path
has already been employed. On the one hand, Allah has se
down His Book, which is teaching you the truth in a mos
Impressive way in your own language; and on the othe
hand, the lives of the Prophet Muhammad(peacebe upon
him) and his companions are present befre you by which
you can see for yourselves what kind of men are prepare
by the guidance given in this Book. Even then if you do ne
accept this guidance, nothing else in the world can brin
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you to theright path. The only alternative, therefore, is thal
you should be allowed to persist in the same error in whic
you have remained involved for centuries, and made 1
meet with the same doom which has been destohéy Allah

for such wrongdoers.

While stating these truths, brief arguments have been give
here and there, for Tauhid and the Hereafter, the world
worshipers have been warned of the evil consequences ¢
their punishment in the life Hereafter, and the disbeliever:
have been criticized for the moral weaknesses, which we
the real cause of their deiation from the truth. The Surah

has been concluded with two important themes.

First, that the Prophet (peace be upon him) was wholly
unaware of this concept of the Boolkor the true faith during

the first forty years of his life and then his sudder
appeaance before the people with those two things, is
manifest proof of his being a Prophet.

Secondly, his presenting his own teaching as the teaching
God does not mean that he claims to have spoken to Gt
face to face, but God has conveyed to him thgidance, as
In the case of all other Prophets, in three ways: He speaks
His Prophets either through revelation or from behind a
vell, or He sends an angel with the message. This thing w
clarified so that the opponents did not have an opportunit
of accusing the Prophet(peacebe upon him) of claiming to
have spoken to God, face to face, and the lovers of the tru
should know by what methods Allah gave instruction to the
man whom He had appointed to the mission ¢
Prophethood.
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In the nameof Allah,
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Most Gracious, 5

Most Merciful . 2 $G00 £

1. Ha. Meem. Hf ﬁ‘*ﬂr
2.A01 n. Se W é’ﬁgjﬁ
3. Thus He has Ba . - , <
revealedto you and ’ /L'é %)C “ '@%m

to those before you
“Lallah is, the All
Mighty, the Wise.

B
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~ B
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*1 The style of the opening verses by itself shows that in ti
background there are the misgivings, wonder an
amazement which were being expressed at that time
every assembly, every meeting place, every street and ev
house and shop bMakkah at the message ofthe Prophet
(peace be upon him)and the themes of the Quan. The
people said; Where is this man bringing from new
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revelationsto usevery day? The like of these we hae never
heard nor seen before. How strange that he rejects as fal
the religion that our forefathers have been following in the
past, the religion that is still being followed by all of us, an
the traditions and ways that have been prevalent in th
country for so many centuries; and he says that the religio
that he presents only isright and true. They said: Had he
presented even this new religion in a way as to substitu
some of the falsehood he found in the ancestral paganis
and prevalent customs with certain others which might b
the result of his own thought, there could be aialoguewith
him. But he says that what he recites idivine Word. How
can we accept this? Does God visit him, or does he vi
God? Or does some dialogue take place between him a
God? It is in the background of such expression of wonrer
and doubt that although the address is apparently directec
to the Prophet(peace be upon him)the disbelevers have in
fact been told: Yes these very things are being revealed
the All-Mighty, the All-Wise Allah, and with the same
themes has itsrevelation been comig down to all the
former Prophets.

Lexically, wahi meansswift and secret instuction, i.e. an
Inspiration which is made with such haste and speed thi
none may know it except the inspirer and the one beir
iInspired. As a term this word has been used forthe
guidance and instruction that is put in the mind of a man by
Allah like a flash of lightning. What is meant to be said here
IS this: There is no gquestion of Allal@s visiting somebody ol
somebodys visiting Allah and speaking face to face witl
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Him. He is All-Mighty and All-Wise. Whenever He please
to have a contact with a servant for the guidance an
Instruction of mankind, nothing can obstruct His will and
iIntention, for He adopts the method of revelation dr the
purpose by His wisdom This very themehas beenrepeated
In the last verses of the Surah with greater clarity anc
detall.

As to the peoplés objection that the Prophet(peace be upor
him) was presenting strange and novel things, it has be:
said: There Is nothing strange and novel In whe
Muhammad (peace be upon him)presents Allah has been
giving the same guidance and instruction to the Prophe
who camg before him in the world.

HiyP il i1 & @bl @ ) pd Rt & 1
g% @ﬁ‘ja lZ\!fgC% L@‘.I”BGE éPUQJ "~§A§,(?%Ah£jm:u'1§@c
F opoe; B A2 i 2 dperdye BLo SeaAin > €0 -2 ¢
D R 015 it AR tae > GO0 2w RA R
p Coyr-@u° & BERG 1K /B1F| 33 G} o Eack /By
Ry £3 "R 902, ¥EEB @ B 6 £ 8 §oc) BGTR 4
CA"/IC?) @n‘ﬁr Qﬁ? BB Emy/C@m Eilk{%'o B a é:a "G
1r) Forn™ S 2Pem ~ 1wl - g R m
. Gl B3 0t oAttty wps - FAGR, &
3 @ - wids doace &2 N, BT w6 uefioes er) B g
@ g b= h ol 04" o
) SyoAp ok Fas = ) @) T w6 g

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A

X X X X Y X 5 X 2 Yo X 2 X X e X 5 X X 5 X 2 0 X 2 e X 5 5o X 50 X 2 0 X 5 5o X 5 X 2 50 X 2 5o X 5 X X 50 X0 2 X0 X0 5 X0 X0 50 X0 5 X X0 20
¥ 3b 55 b 5 5b 35 b 3 3b 3b b b 3 36 3 b 0 3 3b 3b 0b 0B 06 36 36 3b 35 b b 3 3 3b 0B 06 3 3b b 05 b 36 3 3 35 36 06 3 3 b 0b 0 06 36 b xb b 0 b b b b b b 3f




Y Y e e e e e e e o e o o o e o o o o o o o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ok

X X X X X X X X 2 Yo X 2 X 2 e X 5 X X 5 X 2 e X 2 X X 5 5o X 50 X 2 e X 5 5o X 5 X 20 20 X 20 X0 X 5 X 5 50 X0 5 X0 X0 5 X 50 5 X0 2 5 X 0

B * 3 "B UA]'1 &Eﬁﬁom%ﬂ-oprm{ GQ&J P al
03 8 s3 b @& 7oteng | mﬂd'ﬂgpé BCk P"md'na o

E@@g A deie R :fq*?h’@"ﬁa O £y 3|§§1A Mo i
A 13 Ot () aam:_t[nﬁ ;.Eli?"Aa ~@p 2 @ [@etr B ¢

AR Bf/CM;I‘.AEN«@-jE [@"e@% o 3 g B"IE
a B /"e©>41P| M Ii%azxa & [éet’ECv’lh &% 2 @%@ﬁ\t@m
RudefE e @3~ o, pHoo %&ﬁm@/@m Ry
) SO (S B, W @6 AamesrEA L ;
@u[%ﬁéﬁﬂfﬂ‘WI 340mB "IJ“@ZB@!%‘@? éB A" B Z
~@AO %K. B o EdABA- @2 Wl e B

4. To Him belongs A .
whatever is in the ~@B %2 3R Fi

heavens and ECafh @o gD |

whatever i1s on the

A
earth, and He is the 2 g Rrhe

Most High, the Most
Great.

*2 These intraductory sentences are not meant to be sa
merely in praise of Allah Almighty, but their each word has
a deep link with the background in which these versesere
sent down. The foremost basis of the objections of tl
people who were expressing wonder and doubts against t
Prophet (peace be upon him)and the Quran was that he
was inviting them to Tauhid and they were being alarmel
at this and saying that if Allah alone is the Creator,
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Sustainer and Ruler, what would be the position of thei
saints and holymen? At this it has been saidThis whole
universe belongs to Alla. How can therefore the godhea
of another work and operate in the kingdom of the rea
Sovereign, particularly when those others whose godhead
acknowledged, are themselves s His subjects? Then, i
has been said: He is the High, the GreaflThat is, He is far
above that somebody else should be equal to Him in rat
and should beome His assciate in His Being, attributes,
powers or rights.
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5. The heavens are
almost rent asunder
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from above them, ™
and the angels
glorify the praise of
their Lord, and ask
for forgiveness for
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thoseon the earth.™ | 4 _ & Rba -
Behold,indeedAllah, ©z6 @5 %%’@%*
He is the Oft a, 3@@ )@m@ /r,ﬁ ﬁ%
Forgiving, the Most 3
Merciful. ™ PAAKRO @
*3 That is, it Is not a trivial matter that a creature should be
joined in lineage with Allah and regarded as His son ©
daughter. Another regarded as fulfiller of the needs and th
answerer of the petitons so that the people should sta
iInvoking him for help. Yet another taken as the maintainer
of the entire world, and his devotees should sta
proclaiming that their holy saint heard the prayer of
everyone at all places at all times andameto his help and
answers his petition Another invested with the authority to
enjoin and prohibit things and declare them as lawful anc
unlawful, and the people should start obeying hi
commands, instead of theeommands of God, as if he alon
was their God. This boldnessagainst Godis such that they
may well cau® the heavens to brak asunder. (This same

theme has also been presented in Surah Maryamyats 88
91)
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*4 It means: the angels shudder with disgust when the
hear such nonsense being uttered by the peoplernespect d
their Lord, and they regard it as a relellion against Hm.
They say: Glorified be Allan! No one can have the positiol
that he should become an associate with Allah, Lord of tF
worlds, in divinity and command; there is none beside Hin
who may be our and all other servantsbenefactor so that
hymns be sung inhis praise and he be thanked. Sthey feel
that it is a grave crime being committed in the world, and 1
may provoke Allah AlmightyG wrath any moment.
Therefore, they implore Allah for mercy again and again
for the dwellers of the earthwho have forgotten hemselves
and their God, and pray that they may yet be spared fron
the torment and given more respite to mend their ways.
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*5 That is, 1t is only Allah& clemency, mercifulness an
forgiveness that the people who have touched the extrel

limits in disbelief, pdytheism, atheism, sinfulness an
tyranny, have been receiving respite after respite for yeat
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and years, even for centuries; yet they not only go c
receiving their sustenance butare also acclaimed as th
great people of the world and they are promed with such
adornments of the worldly life as cause the ignorant peop
the mlsunderstandlng thatthis world perhaps has no God.
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6. And those who | _e€/ e 1}3@*

took others besides

Him as protec_tor*s, 6a 3"2@”\'— R .
Allah is Guardian™® | M B A

over them, and you  YWZA"lU §~£ [Z&"
are not over them - tﬁt
disposerof affairs. "’ A

*6 The word auliya (sing. wali) as used in thetext is very
comprehensive in meaning. The different beliefs and &
sorts d diverse practices with regard to he false deities
held and worshiped by the polytheistic people, have be:
described as:taking others asauliya (guardians) instead of
Allah in the Quran. According to the Quran, a person take:
such a one hiali:
(1) Whom he obeys in all matters, whose instrucins he
carries out and whose ways and customs and rules |
follows in all affairs of life (Surah An-Nisa, Ayats 118120;
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Surah Al-Aaraf, Ayats: 3, 27-30);

(2) In whose guidance he has full faith, and who he thks
will lead him aright and save hm from error and deviation
(Surah Al-Bagarah, Ayat 257, Surah Bani Israil, Ayat 97;
Surah Al-Kahf, Ayats 17-50; Surah Al-Jathiah, Ayat 19).

(3) About whom he truststhat he will protect him from the
torment of God Iin the Hereafter if it really existed (Surah
An-Nisa, Ayats 123, 173;Surah Al-Anaam, Ayat 51, Surah
Ar-Raad, Ayat 37; Surah Al-Ankabut, Ayat 22, Surah Al-
Ahzab, Ayat 65, Surah Az-Zumar, Ayat 3).

(4) About whom he has the belief that he helps him in th
world in supernatural ways, protects him fom disaster and
afflictions, gets him jobs, blesses him with children, an
fulfills his desires and all other neds. Gurah Houd, Ayat
20; Surah Ar-Raad, Ayat 16, Surah Al-Ankabut, Ayat 4l).
At some places in the Quan the word wali has been used ii
one of thesesenses and at others in all its meanings. TI
verse being commented upon is one of such verses. In
taking others as guardians instead of Allah implie:
regarding them as onés patron and supporter and helperin
all the four abovementioned mmeamngs.
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*7 Allah 1s watching over them and seeng whatever they
are doing and is recording their conduct. It is His
responsibility to call them to account and punish them. A
for the words iYou are not disposerof affairs o v er,
these have been addressed the Prophet (peace be upor
him). They mean: Their destiny has not been placed unde
yow control so that you may burn to ashes anyone who do
not listen to you, or depose hinfrom power, or annihilate
him. This, however, does not mean that, God forbid, th
Prophet (peace be upon himyegarded himself as such, an
this was said in order to remove his misunderstanding o
selfconceit, but this was meant for the disbeliever:
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Although apparently the Prophet (peace beupon him)
himself is the addressee, the réaobject is to tell the
disbelievers that the Prophet of Allah has made no suc
claims as were usually made by their soalled saints whc
posed to possess great spiritual powers. Among the ignore
people it is gaerally thought that the so-called holy men
have the power to ruin the destiny of anyone who behav
Insolently towards them in any way; so much so that eve
after their death if somebody happened to dishonor thei
grave, or if nothing else, only nursed arevil thought about
them in his mind, they destroyed him completely. Such
thought is in most cass spread by the holy methemselves
As for the good men who do not themselves say any st
thing, their names are exploited by some other cleve
people, whospread such thoughts about them in orderd
promote their business. In any case this is regarded as
necesary corollary of spirituality and piety among the
common people that one should possess the powers
making and marring destinies. To destroy thespell of this
same fraud, Allah is addressig His Messenger(peace be
upon him), as if to tell the disbelievers:You are no doubt
Our Messenger and We have blessed you with O
revelations, but yair duty is only to guide the people to the
right path. Their destinies have not boon placed under yo
control; they arein Our hands; therefore, to watch over the
deedsand acts of the servants and to punish or not t
punish them is Our own responsibility."
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7.And thus We have a, xc@ x - o
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revealed to you a ' ﬂ@w mg

Quran in Arabic, ~@@XJA'1'0 f£J /Lp

that you may warn (aII ) L' J @f-lﬁ‘dﬁk @Jw%
the mother town ey . Iﬁu w

(Makkah) and those ™ ~®Z  #RvR&Y /"
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around it, *° and you 5 2 An QL% AN
may warn of );he A D %LVQIZ’@ R@WW
Day of assembling ~£8 d2) 3£ 102 o o PO

10 there is no doubt ~@r X%gwﬁ‘y ¢ MRWAM
aboutwhich. A party ) A ) 3/
will be in Paradise AG CwEy ¢ ﬁ‘%"
and a party in the
blazing Fire.

*8 The same thing which hadobeen said in the beginning o
the discourse has been said again with gater emphasis
and by making mention of the Arabic Qur an, the listeners
have beenwarned to the effect: The Quran is not in any
foreign language but in your own language you can
understand it yourself directly, study its themes and see fc
yourself that the pure and selfless guidance that is beir

given in it can be from none otherthan the Lord of the
Universe. B
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*9 That is, arouse them from slumber and warn them that
there is nothing but destruction in store for them in
consequence of the errors of mottdy and conduct in which

they are involved and of the perverse principle on whicl
they have ordered their ndividual and collectlve lives.
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Al 3L
*10 That Is, tell them also that this dstruction is not
confined only to this world but the Day has to come whe
Allah will gather together all mankind and subject them to
accountability. Even if a person escaped the e\
consequences of his deviation and wickedness in the wotr
there will be no chance of his escape on that Day, and higr
unfortunate is he, who isdoomed to a tragic fate both in kis
world and in the Hereatfter.
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8. And if Allah had .. A '1[&8 s
willed, He could have T lm}'éﬂr

made them one a ﬁ/‘i{ ﬁ:E} vt"dy ¢

nation, but He
admits whom He )\~@T‘(‘D"%|ﬁé?€

wills into His mercy. . A
And the wrongdoers, a'A'aI 5E #=® ﬁA J

for them there i s 1 .y _% Mag

any protector, nor a
helper. **

*11 This theme has three objects in this context:

First, it is meant to instruct and console the Prophe{peace
be upon him), as if to say:Do not grieve so much at the
ignorance and deviation of the disbelievers of Makkah an
their stubbornness and obduracy. It is Allalts will that man
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should be granted the freedom of choice and actiof hen
whoever desires to have guidance should be given guiaa
and whoever wants toremain astray should be allowed tc
go astray. Had this not been Allalas will, there was no neel
whatscever of sending the Prophets and the BogkFor this
only a creative hint of Allah Almighty & was enoughall
human beings would havebecome as obedientsathe rivers,
mountains, trees, sbnes, and all other creatures(In this
connection,seeSurah Al-Anaam, Ayats 35-36, 107).
Secondly, its addressees arall those peope who were
iInvolved in the confusion, and even now are, that if Allal
really had wanted to show guidance to human beings an
He did not like the differences of creed and practice the
were prevalent among the people, and wanted to have t
people adopt tre way of thefaith and Islam, there was nc
need Dr the revelationand the Book and theProphethood.
He could have easily achieved this object by creatir
everyone a believer and Muslim by birth. Another result of
this confusion was also this reasoning?When Allah has not
done so, the different ways that we are following, ar
approved by Him, and whatever we are doing, is accordin
to His will. Therefore, nobody las any right to object to Iit.
(To remove this misunderstanding also this theme has be
mentioned at several places in the Quran. Please sBarah
Al-Anaam, Ayats 112, 137, 148149; Surah Yunus, Ayat 99;
Surah Houd, Ayats 118119; Surah An-Nahl, Ayats 9, 35
and the relevant E.Ns).

Thirdly, its object is to make the believers realize the trutr
about the difficulties that one generally faces in the way c
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preaching religion and reforming the people. Those peopl
who do not understand the reality of the God, givel
freedom of choice and will and of the resulting difference
of temperament and methods, @metimes becom:
despondent at the slow progress of the reformatoryvork
and wish that sme supernatural things should appear fromn
Allah, which should change the hearts of the people, ar
are sometimes inclined to adopt unsound methods
bringing about reformation, owing to excessive enthusiasr
(For this object also this theme has occred at some place:
In the Quran, for which seeSurah Ar-Raad, Ayat 31; Surah
An-Nahl, Ayats 91-93).

To highlight these objects a very important theme has bee
expressed inthese brief sentences. Allais real vicegerercy
In the world and His Paradise in the Heeafter is not an
ordinary blessing, which may be distributed over creature:
of the rank of the earth and stones and donkeys and hors
as a common blessing. This is irekd a special blessing ar
a blessing of a very high order for which even the ange
were not considered fit. That s why Allah created man as ¢
creature endowed with power and authority and placel
vast means of His earth under his control and blessed hi
with these special powers so that he may pass through t
test, sucess in which alonecan entitle a servantto His
blessings. This blessingis AllahG own; no one has
monopoly over it, nor can anyone claim to have it on th
basis of a personal right, no has anyone the power to take
it by force. He who presents service before Allah, whakes
Him as his Guardian and comes under His protection, alon
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can have it. Then Allah blesses him with help, guidance ar
grace to pass this test, so that he may entélis Mercy. As
for the unjust man who turns away from Allah Himself and
Instead takes ohers as his patrons, Allahhas no need tha
he should become his guardian by force. And the othe
whom He takes as his guardians do not possess ¢
knowledge and powerand authority that they may enable
him to achieve success by dint of their Bquardlanshlpf him.
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9. Or have they wsagra, Bde’ m & N
taken others than ';a ‘| B B, ﬁ'% Qﬁ% &
Him as protectors.| ¢ 4l 51 LRO - car o
But Allah, He is the ”%Jé he R@Jﬁﬁm
Protector. And He yK NHL'dC /| @Bk . e ram g
R o

will give life to the
all things, haspower. 123, 3 i\éem%

dead And He, over ﬁ@ﬁh\ EC/ @r
*12

*12 That is, protection or guardianship is not a thing of
ones personal choice and satisfaction thahe may take
anyone he may please as his guardian, and the other may
also becomehis real and true guardian and may do full
justice to the function of guardianship. This is areality,
which does not change with the whims of the peopldhe
guardian is he who is really theguardian, whether someone
regards and acknowledge$im as hisguardian or not, and
the one who Is not In reality the guardian is not the
guardian, no matter whether someone continues to regar
and acknowledge him as his guardian till the last momen
Now, as br the question: What is the proof of only Allalts
being the real guardian and of no one elsé being the
guardian? The answer is: Margs real guardian can be the
one who changes death into life, who has created a livil
man by breathing life into inorganic substances, and whi
also possesses the powers and authority to do full justice
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the function of guardianship. If there is such a one, apar
from Allah, he may be made the guardian, and if He |
Allah alone, then taking another beside Him as orie
guardian is nothing but ignorance and folly and seH
destruction.
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*13 From here to the end of vers 12, though the whole
discourse is arevelation from Allah, the speaker is no
Allah but the Messenger(peace be upon him)f Allah. In
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other words, Allah Almighty is telling His Prophet (peace
be upon him)to make this proclamation to the people. Suc
themes in the Quran sometimes begin witlqul (say, O
Prophet) and sometimes without it.Only the style indicates
that the speaker at a place is not Allah but Allales
Messenger. Even at some places though the words :
Allah &, the speaker ae the believers,as for example in
Surah Surah Al-Fatiha. Or, the speaker are the angels as |
Surah Maryam, Ayats 64-65.

s (- 1 & 3¢ o Eoioph B /mel K /B 13
@ K o@w &M{% ad@fagd & adiar 3*!
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*14 This is the natural and logical demand of Allar
Almighty & being the Master of the Universe and His bein
the real Guardian. When Sovereignty ad Guardianship
belong to Him only inevitably He alone is also the Ruler
And it is for Him to ju dge human beingé mutual disputes
and differences. Those who restrict it only to the Hereafte
make a mistake. There is no argument to prove that Allafs
position as a Ruler has no effect in this world but is mear
only for the life Hereafter. Likewise, those who restrict it
only to beliefs and a few questions of religious naturare
also in the wrong. The words ae general and they clearly
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proclaim Allah as having the sole right to judge all dispute:
and differences. According to them, just as Allah is th
Master of the Day of Judgment in the Hereafter; so He |
the best of Judges in this world tooAnd just as He is the
Settler of the differences pertaining to leliefs as to what i
the truth and what is falsehood, so also in legal matters F
IS the Settlerof differences as to what is pure for man an
what is impure, what is lawful and desirable for him and
what is forbidden and undesirable What is evil and vicous
In morals and what is good and virtuous,what are the
rights of the people in their mutual dealings and what are
the right practices in social political and economic life ant
what are wrong. On this very basis the Quan has declarec
this principle as the fundamental of law:

If there arises any dispute between you about anything
refer it to Allah and the Messenger(Surah An-Nisa, Ayat
59). And: It does not behoove a believing man and

believing woman that when Allah and His Messenger hay
given their verdict in a matter, they should exercise al
option in that matter of theirs. (Surah Al-Ahzab, Ayat 36).
And: O people, follow what has been sent down to you fro
your Lord and do not follow other patrons beside Him.
(Surah Al-Aaraf, Ayat 3).

Then, in the context in which this verse has occurred,

gives aother meaning also and that is: To decide
differences is not only Allalts legal right on accepting ol
rejecting which dependson mané being a believer or ar
unbeliever, but Allah, in fact, practically also is deciding
between the truth and falséood due to which falsehood an
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its worshipers areultimately being destroyed and the truth
and the faithful are being honored and exalted, no matte
how delayed the enforcement of this decision may seem
be. This theme occurs in verse 24 below, and has be
expressed aseveral places in the Quan. For this please se
Surah Ar-Raad, Ayats 17, 41;Surah Ibrahim , Ayats 24-27,
Surah Bani Israil, Ayat 8, Surah Al-Anbiya, Ayats 18, 44
and the E.Ns.
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*15The sameAllah, Who is the real %\ettle;\of dispués.
A BB Ue ShagRos KEER Hgdl5
*16 These ake two verbs one of which is in the pastense
and the other in the present which contains the sense
perpetuity. In the past verb it was said:In Whom did | put
my trust, i.e. | decided once andor all that as long as | live
| have to rely on His help, on His guidance, on His suppo
and protection, and on His decision.Then in the present
verb it was said: To Whom | turn, i.e. Whatever situation |
face in life, | turn only to Allah in it. | do n ot look towards
others in an affliction or trouble or difficulty but invoke
only Him for help. | se&k only His refuge when | face &
danger and depend a His protection. | turn to Him for
guidance whenever | am confronted by a problem and see
Its solution in His teaching and guidance And | look up
only to Him when | have a dispute with somebody withhe
belief that He alone will give the final decision, and have tr

faith that whatever decisionHe glves will be the rightsone.
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11. The Creator of
the heawens and the
earth. He has made
for you mates from
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among yourselves

and mates among "EBK oRkv2a (’B@%
the cattle. He ~

. .p B
multiplies you | 8\ 6% f B ez
thereby. Not like |, . M
unto  Him s | | e 388 ~;=$A

anything. "’ And aé\ﬁ;pcé‘alg E

He is the All Hearer,
the All Seer.™'8 18 Al

*17 Literally, nNothing is like His likeness) which implies
this: Even if there were alikeness of Allah, nothing would
be like it, not to speak of belng like unto Allah Himself.
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*18 That Is, @ one and the same time He is hearing
everybody and semg everything in the Universe.
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12. His are the keys g
of the heavensand la Bfl.-CB&@i\@J Rﬁﬁ)@mw
the earth. Heextends 2BA gL T+10 A
provision for whom o 5 M&G@k
He  wils, and * 8% & » e
straitens (for whom . . m@i |

) Ty B (R| Bk 488 P

He wills). Indeed

He is, of all things: *19 mﬁ},@ @bl 3 5%%
* 4 -

the All knower. 19

*19 These are the arguments to prove why Allah alone
the true Guardian and why putting trust in Him alone is
right and correct and why He alone should be turned to ir
all matters. (For explanation, see&surah An-Naml, Ayats 60-
66, Surah Ar-Room, Ayats 2022 and the E.N).
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13. He has ordained
for you of religion
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what He enjoined « quaB 1A% g v

upon Noah, and that MBIEI A BT W%ﬂ éiﬂ
which We revealed )K@@l 14‘(@89/
(O, Prophet) to you, A B
and that which We |- E;/EJ'"-—K"Q )

enjoined upon _ B
Abraham and Moses 4ck 4 CHIBTEN B>

and Jesus that o A /@E’ql-l&@e

establishthereligion,

and do not be /--zf‘-r*OAjeo ~ @B lf'
divided therein. %Y

B B 3 |
Dreadful for those féga - HGB d;_!

who associatés that - Lo
what you call them lﬂ Rg%’ A £Cn B

to. Allah choosedor QR % a3

Himself whom He
wills, and He guides| & ¢ ": T%| &Oﬂg

to Himself whoever o
turns to Him. "% AT OBER

*20 Here the same thing as already mentioned in the firs
verse has been further elaborated. It clearly state that
Muhammad (peacebe upon him) is not the founder of any
new religion, nor was any of the Prophets a founder of
separae religion, but it has been one and the sameligion
which all the Prophets have been presenting from Alla
from the very beginning, and the same is being presented |
Muhammad (peacebe upon him). In this regard, the first
name mentioned is of the ProphteNoah (peacebe upon
him), who was the first Prophet after the Flood. After him
the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) has
been mentioned, who is the last of the Prophets; then tl

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%
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Prophet Abraham (peacebe upon him) has been mentioned
whom the Arabs acknowledged as their guide, and last
all, the Prophets Moses and Jesu@eacebe upon them
have been mentioned to whom th Jews and the Christian
attribute their religions. This does not mean that only thes:
five Prophets had been enjoined thigeligion, but what is
meant to be said is that all the Prophets who came to tr
world, brought one and the sameeligion and the rames of
the five illustrious Prophets have been mentioned only ¢
examples through whom the world received the most we
known codes ofdivine law.

As this verse throws important light onDeen (religion) and
Its aim, it IS necessary that we should study to understand
it well.

Lexically, the word sharaain sharaa lakum (ordained for
you) means to make the way. As a term it iplies
appointing a way, a code and a rule. Accordinglyin Arabic
the wordstashri and shariat and shari are understood as the
synonyms of legislation and law and law giver respectivel’
This divine legislation, in fact, is the natural and logica
result of the fundamental truths which have been stated i
verses |, 9 and 10 above: that Allah alone is the Owner
everything in the Unverse, and He alone is mais real
Guardian and it is for Him to judge the disputes that arise
between human beings. Now, wherAllah alone is the
Owner and Guardian and Ruler, inevitably He alone is
entitled to make the code of law for man and it is Hi
responsibility that He should give this code of law to mar
So, He has carried out His responsibility like this.
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Then the words min-ad-din (of the nature of din) denote
that the way appointed by Allah is legislation pertaining tc
dee. If the explanation ofthe word deen that we have giver
In E.N. 3 of SurahAz-Zumar above, is kept in view, there
can be no difficulty in understandng that deen means
nothing but acknowledging the sovereignty and leadershi
of someone and obeying his commands. And when tt
word is used in the meaning of the way, it implies the wa
which man must regard as obligatory for himself to follow
and the oneappointing it as the one whom he ought to obe
On this basis, calling Godappointed Way as legislatior
pertaining to deen clearly means that it is not merely
recommendatory in nature or a mere counsel, but it is a la\
enjoined by the Master, which must ecessarily be obeye
by the servants and disobedience of which is tantamount
rebellion, and the one who does not obey it, in & denies
Allah G being the Sovereign and Ruler and his own positic
of a servant.

Then, it has been said that this legislain which pertains to
deen is the same as was enjoined on Noah. Abraham a
Moses and the same now has been enjoined on Muhamir
(peacebe upon them al). This contains several points:

(1) That Allah did not send this legislation of His directly tc
every man, but appointedwhenever He deemed proper an
necessary a person as His Messenger and consigned
legislation w him.

(2) That this legislation has been the same from th
beginning. It did not so happen that in one age on
particular deen was appointal for a nation, and in another
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age another and contradictorydeen was sent for anothel
nation. Allah did not send many deens but on every
occasion He sent one and the samdeen.

(3) That it is an essential part of thisdeen to acknowledge
the apostleshipof those men through whom the legislatiol
has been sent and theevelation in which the legislation ha:
been couched, besides ackwledging the Sovereignty o
Allah; and it is the demand of reason and logic too, that |
should be a necessary part of it, foa man cannot obey this
legislation at all unless he is satisfied that it is authenticall
from Allah.

Then it has been said thathe Prophets were given this
legislation pertaining to deen with the express instruction:
Agim-ud-din; fiEstablish this deeno, or fiKeep this deen
establishedp as variously translated by Shah Waliullah,
Shah Rafuddin and Shah Abdul Qadir. Both these
translations are correct, for igamat means both to establis
and to keep established, and the Prophets were appointed
perform both the functions. Their first duty was to establisr
this din wherever it was not established, and the second th
they should keep it established after they had established |
or had found it already established in a place. Obviously,
thing can be ke established only when it has already bee
established, otherwise the primary requirement would be t
establish it first, and then make continuous effort to keep I
established.

Here, two questions arise First, what is the meaning of
establishing thedeen? Second, what iglee itself, which we
have been enjoined to establish and then keep
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established? Let us try to understandhese guestions well.

The word igamat (to establish) when used in respect of
material or physical object implies causing itto rise from
the sitting or lying positions or assembling the scattere
parts of a thing and raising it up high. But whenigamatis
used in respect of a thing which is not material but spiritua
In nature, it does not merely imply preaching it, but alsc
acting according to it as best as one can, introducing it an
enforcing it practically. For example, when wesay that so
and so estélished his rule, it does not mean that he invite
others to his government but that he subdued the people
the land and organized the different departments of the
government in a way that the administration of the country
began to function according tohis orders. Similarly, when
we say that courts have been established in the country,
means that judges have been appointetb do justice and
they ate hearing the cases and giving judgments, and n
that hymns in praise of justice ae being sung and the
people being inpressed. Likewise, when the Quan enjoins
the establishment of the Prayer (Salat), it does not impl
that one $ould merely preach and exhort others to the
Prayer but that one should not only perform it himself,
observing all its conditions,but should also strive to make
arrangement so that it becomes aeqgular practice among
the believers. There should be mosqueghere should be
arrangements for offering the Prayer collectively and for
the Friday congregational Prayer, and for making callsto
the Prayer punctually. There should be the Imams to lea
the Prayers and the scholars to give sermons, and t
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people shold visit the mosques regularly and punctually
and make offering the Prayer an essential part of their dail
routine. After this explanation, there should remain nc
difficulty in understanding that when the Prophets were
enjoined to establish the den and to keep it established, i
did not simply mean that theyshould practice it themselve:
and not only that they should preach it to @ahers so that the
people may accept its truth, but also that when the peop
have accepted it, steps should be taken to introde and
enforce the entiredeen practically among them so that they
may start living according to it forever afterwards. No
doubt preaching is the primary necessary stage of this wor
without which there can be no second stage, but eve
intelligent person can himself see that in thiscommand
preaching has not been made the object, but the real obje
IS to establish thedeaen and ke it established. Preaching i
certainly a means to the end but not the end in itself, bt
nobody can say that it was the onlyand foremost object of
the mission of the Prophets.

Now, let us take the second question. When some peo
saw that thedeen which has been enjoined to be establish
IS common among dlthe Prophets, and their sharahs have
been different, as Allah Himself says: We appointed for
each community anong you a law and a way of life they
formed the view that inevitably this deen did not imply the
shariah commandments, rules and regulations but only th
acceptance of Tauhid, the Hereafter and the Book and tfr
Prophethood and performance of certain acts of devotion t
Allah, or at the most, it included some of the major mora
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principles which have been common to all theshariahs But
this is a superficial view, which has been formed afte
having a cursory glanceover the unity of religion and the
difference of the shariahs This is, however, a dangerou
view, which if not corrected in time may well lead to the
separation ketween deen (religion) and shariahs (law). It
was this very view in, which St. Paul was imMved, who
presented the doctrine of he dean (religion) without shariah
(law), and corrupted the community of the Prophet Jesu
(peace be upon him). For, if shamah (law) Is something
separate fromdea (religion) and the command is only for
establishing the deen and not the shariah, inevitably the
Muslims also, like the Christians, wouldregard the shariah
as unimportant and overlook its establishment as not bein
the real object by itself, and would remain content with only
beliefs and a few important maal principles. Instead of
determining the meaning ofdean from such speculations]et
us turn to the Quran itself and see whethethe deen which
we havebeen enjoined here to establisimplies the beliefs
and a few important moral principles only, or the shariah
values and commandments & well. When we explore the
Quran we find that what it regards asdeen includes the
following things as well:

(1) And the only command they were given was to worshi
Allah, making their deen sincerely His, turning all their
attention towards Him, and to establish he Salat and to pay
the Zakat, this alone is the true and rightdeen. (Surah Al-
Bayyinah, Ayat 5). This shows that the Salat and the Zake
are included in this deen, whereas the commandment
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pertaining to both have been dferent in the different
shariahs No one can saythat in all the previous shariahs
the Salat has had the same form, theame elements, th
same number of the rakahs the same direction of the
giblah, the same times and the same other comman
concerning it. Likewise, no one can claim also abouthe
Zakat that in all the shariahs the same has been th
exemption limits, the same rates and the same injunction
concerning its collection and distribution. But in spiteof the
difference of theshariahs, Allah has regarded both these a
part of deen.

(2) You are forbidden carrion and blood, the flesh of swine
and of that animal which has been slaughtered in anpame
other than of Allah, and of the strangled animal, and of tha
beaten to death or killed ty a fall or gored to deathor
mangled by a beast of prey,save of that you duly
slaughtered while it was still alive, and of that which is
slaughtered at (ungodly) shrines. It is also unlawful for yot
to try to find your fortune by means of divining devices, for
all these things are sinful acts. Today the disbelievers ha
despaired of (vanquishing) your religion; therefore do no
fear them but fear Me. Today | have perfected yourdee
for you and completed My blessing on you and approve
Islam as thedeen (way of life) for you. (Surah Al-Maidah,
Ayat 3). This shows that all theseshariah commandments
are alsodeen.

(3) Fight with those from among the people of the Boo
who do not believe in Allah nor in the Last Day; who do no
make unlawful what Allah and His Messenger have mad
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unlawful, and do not adopt the right deen as their deen.
(Surah At-Taubah, Ayat 29). This shows that bades belief
In Allah and the Hereafter it Is also deen to accept and
follow the commands about the lawful and the unlawful
which have been given by Allah and His Messenger.

(4) The woman and the man guilty of fornication, flog eacl
one of them with a hurdred stripes, and let not any pity for
them restrain you in regard to a matter prescribed in the
deen of Allah, if you believe in Allanh and the Last Day.
(Surah An-Noor, Ayat 2). It did not behoove Joseph to seiz
his brother by the kingG deen. (Surah Yousuf, Ayat 76).
This shows that the criminal law is alsodeen. If a man
follows the criminal law prescribed by God, he is a fiblower
of GodGs deen and if he follows a kings law, he is a followel
of the king&s deen.

These are the four specimens in which he shariah
commandments have been described d@sea in clear words.
But, besides these, a careful study shows that t
eradication of the sins for which Allah has held out the
threat of Hell (e.g. adultery, taking of interest, killing of a
believer, consunng the property of the orphan, taking
possession of the other peoples properties in unlawful wa
etc.), and the crimes whichbecome the cause of Gad
torment, e.g. sodomy (the act oProphet Lot& people) anc
dishonesty in business dealings$é practical by the Prophet
ShuaibG people) should necessarily be included ofeen, for
If deen cannot save one from Hell and Allalis torment, what
use coudl it be? Likewise, thoseshariah commandments
also should be part of thedeen, violation of which has beer
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regarded as cause of entry into the Fire, e.g. injunction
relating to inheritance, after gating which it has been said.
And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger ar
transgresses the limits prescribed by Him, Allah will cas
him into the Fire wherein he will have a disgraceful
torment. (Surah An-Nisa, Ayat 14). Likewise, the
prohibition of those things whose prohibition Allah has
mentioned with great emphasis and absoluteness, €
prohibition of the mother, sister and daughter and
prohibition of wine, theft, gambling, false evidence, etc.
not included in the establishment of thaleen, it would mean
that Allah has given someunnecessarycommands also
which are not meant to be introduced and enforcec
Similarly, establishing those things which Allah hasmade
obligatory, e.g. fasting and pilgrimage cannot be excludec
from the establishment ofdeen only on the pretext that the
entire month of fasting of Ramadan had not been enjoinel
In the previous shariahs, and pilgrimage to the Kébah was
enjoined only in the Shariah which was inherited by the
Ishmaelite branch of the Prophet Abrahants progeny.

As a matter of fact, the misundestanding was caused only
because the verse:We appointed for each community
among you a law and a way of lifehas been misconstred
to mean that since the shariah appointed for every
community was separateand the command given was onl
to establish thedeen (way of life) which was common to al
the Prophets, the establishment of theshariah was not
Included in the establishment ofthe deen, whereas the rea
meaning of this verse is just the oppositef it. If the context
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(verses41-50) in which this ve'se has occurred in Surah Ad
Maidah is studied carefully, it will be seen that the correc
meaning of this verse is: Whatevershariah was given by
Allah to the community of a Prophet, was thedeen for that
community, and the establishment of the samdeen was the
object during his Prophethood. And since now is the perio
of the Prophet Muhammads (peace be upon him
Prophethood, the shariah which has been given to th
Ummah of Muhammad (peace be upon him)s the deen of
this time, and to establish the same i® establish thedeen.
As for the difference of theshariah, it does not mean tha
the shariahs sent by God were mutually contraactory, but
it means that Iin their details there have been son
differences owing to the different environments, take, fo
Instance, the Prayer and the Fast. The Prayer haseen
obligatory in all the shariahs but the giblah of all the
shariahswas not thesame, and there was a difference in i
times and rakahs and elements as well. Likewise, the Fa
was obligatory in every shaiah, but the month long fasting
of Ramadan was not there in the othershariahs From this
It is not correct to conclude that thePrayer and the Fast as
such are included in the establishment ofdeen but
performing the Prayer in a particular way and obsening
the Fast at a particular time is excluded from it. However
the correct conclusion that one can draw is: To perform thi
Prayer and observe the Fast according to the rules ar
procedures that had been appoited for the people in the
shariah of every Prgohet amounted to establishment ofleen
In his time. In the present age the establishment of thdeen
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IS that these acts of worshie performed according to the
procedures enjoined in the Shariah of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) The sane is true about
all other Shariah commandments as well.

Whoever studies the Quan carefully will see that this Book
does not envisage thaits adherents will live as subjects o
the disbelievers and will pass a religious k& under them,
but it openly proclaims that it will have its own rule
established; it demands from its followers that they shoul
struggle with their lives for the intellectual, cultural, legal
and political supremacy of the truefaith; and it gives them
a program for the reformation of human life, the major
part of which can be acted upon only when political powe
and authority is in the believer® hand. As stated by its#H,

the object of this Booldb s bei ng sWenhave dea
down this Book to you with thetruth so that you may judge
between the people in accordance with thight that Allah

has shown you. (Surah An-Nisa, Ayat 105). The
Commandments given in this Bok about the collection anc
distribution of the Zakat expressly envisage a governmel
who should be responsible for collectinghe Zakat and
distributing it among the deserving people according to .
laid down procedure. Gurah At-Taubah, Ayats 60,103).
The prohibition of interest that has been enjoined in this
Book and the declaration of war that has been made again
those who @ not abstain from taking interest Surah Al-
Bagarah, Ayats 275-279) can be enforced only when th
political and economic system fothe country is entirely in
the believer® hand. The Law of Retribution for murder
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(Surah Al-Bagarah, Ayat 178), cutting df of the hand for
theft (Surah Al-Maidah, Ayat 38) and carrying out of the
prescribed punishment for adultery and calumny Gurah
An-Noor, Ayat 2-4) have not been enjoined on th
assumption that the believers will remain subject to th
police and courts of the disbelievers. Thecommand to fight
the disbelievers Surah Al-Baqgarah, Ayats 190, 216) has no
been given with the idea that thdollowers of this deen will

carry out this command by getting enlisted in the army o
disbelief. The command to take Jizyahrbm the followers of
the former Books Surah At-Taubah, Ayat 29) has not beet
given on the assumption that the Muslims will take ikyah
from them while being their subjects and will be responsibl
for their protection. And this thing is not true only about
the Madinite Surahs; in the Makkan Surahs as well ¢
discerning eye can clearly see that the scheme envisal
from the very beginnng was of Islants supremacy anc
dominance and not of Islands and the Muslim®subjugation
under an unlslamic rule. See, forinstance, Surah Bani
Israil, Ayats 76-89; Surah Al-Qasas Ayats 85-86; Surah Ar -
Room, Ayats 1-6; Surah As-Saaffat, Ayats 171-179; Surah
Suad Introduction, Ayat 11 and E.N. 12 on it.

Above all, this misinterpretation clashes with the grea
work that the Prophet (peace be upon him)himself
accomplished during the 23 years of his Prophethood. Wr
can deny the fact that he subdued ene Arabia by means
of both preaching and the sword and established in it a fu
fledged system of government with a detailecalv, covering
all aspects of life, from beliefs and rites of worship t
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personal conduct, collective morality, culture anc
civilization, economic and social life, politics and judiciary
peace and war. If this entire work of the Prophetpeace be
upon him) is not accepted as a commentgrof the command
of igamat deen (establishment ofdean) which, according to
this verse, he had beernjoined to undertake like all other
Prophets, then it could have one of the two meanings: Th
earlier, God forbid, the Prophet (peace be upon himshould
be blamed that he had been appointed only to preach ar
teach beliefs and a few important moral ruls but he
exceeded his mandate and established a government of
own whim and laid down a code of law, which was differer
from the common law of the Prophets as well as in excess
it; or that Allah should be blamed that after having made
the above menibned declaration in Surah AshShura. He
went back on His own word, and made Hisast Prophet do
something which was not onlymuch over and about anc
different from the objective of igamat deenas stated in this
Surah, but on the completion of this missia He also made
this declaration, contrary to His first declaration: Today |
have perfected yourdea for you. (Surah Al-Maidah, Ayat
3). May Allah keep us safe from this! Apart from these two
If there is any third alternative, which makes this
Interpretation of igamat ceenplausible and also does not la
any blame on Allah or His Messenger, we would like t
know it.

After giving the command for igamat ceen, the last thing
that Allah has stated in this verse is thisia tatafarraqu fi-
hi: Do not create scisms in thedeen: Be not divided in it.
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Creating schisms indeen implies that one should introduce
something new in religion br which there exists no sounc
basis, and then should insist that belief and unbelief deper
on the acceptance of the innovationand should separate
along with those who have accepted it from those who ha
not accepted it. This new thing can be of sevdrkinds:

(1) To introduce something entirely new intadeen.

(2) To exclude from deen something which actually
belonged to it.

(3) To tamper with the fundamentals of deen by
misinterpretations and introduce new beliefs and nove
practices

(4) To distort the deen by making changes of fundamenta
nature in it, for example, by reducing what was important
In it to un-important, by raising what was at mos
permissible to the position of imperative and obligatory
even to the position of the most fundamentaiillar of Islam.
Owing to such innovations, divisions first appeared in th
communities of the Prophets; then gradually the creedsf
the sects developed into wholly separate and mutual
exclusive religious systems whose followers now do not he
any ideathat once they all belonged to one and the sar
origin. These divisions have nothing to do with th
permissible and reasonable dierence of opinion which
naturally takes place among the scholars when they al
engaged in understanding and studying the imjnctions and
fundamentals of thedeen for the purpose of deriving and
extracting points of law, and for which there is room in the
words of the Book of Allah itself owing to the consideration
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of lexicon, idiom and rules of grammar. (For a detiled
discusson of this subject, see&surah Al-Bagarah, Ayat 213
Surah Aal-Imr an, Ayats 19, 50; Surah An-Nisa, Ayat 171,
Surah Al-Maidah, Ayat 77; Surah Al-Anaam, Ayat 159;
Surah An-Nahl, Ayats 118-124; Surah Al-Anbiya, Ayats 92-
93; Surah Al-Hajj, Ayat 67; Surah Al-Muminun, Ayats 53
54; Surah Al-Qasas Ayat 53; Surah ArR oom, Ayat 32 and
the E, N
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*21 Here the same thing as stated inerses8-9 above, has
been reiterated, and we have explned it in E.N. 11 above
The object of repating it here Is as if to say:You are
presenting the clear highway of religion before them but th
foolish people instead of appreciating the blessing, ar
becomng annoyed over it. But even among them there al
the people of their owntribe, who are turning to Allah and
Allah also is dawing them closer to Himself. But one
should understand that AllanGs bestowal of His blessings
not blind. He draws only him towards Himself who is
Inclined to be drawn andnot him who runs away from Him.
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14. And they did
not become divided °
but after what had
come to them of

knowledge, 22
through rivalry
among themselves
23 And if it had not
beenfor a word that
had already gone
forth from your Lord
for an appointed
term, it would have
beenjudged between
them. ?* And indeed
those, who were
made to inherit the
Scripture after them
are in doubt about

it, a great doubt "#°
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*25

*22 That is, the divisions were created not becausellah
had failed to send the Prophets and the Books, ant
therefore, the people could not know theight way and so
iInvented their own separate religions, sects, schools
thought and systems of life, but divisions appeared afte
knowledge had come to thenfrom Allah. Therefore, Allah
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IS not responsible for it, but the people who abandoned tt
clear principles of religion and commands of theShariah
and created their own creeds and religions & themselve:
responsible for it.
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*23 That Is, the motive for creating the divisions was nb
good, but they resulted from the desire for ostentation, love
of an independent entity, mutual rivalry and stubbornness
the urge to humiliate and defeat one another, and greed fc
worldly wealth and position. When the clever ad ambitious
saw that if the godly people followed the true religior
honestly, there would only be One God before whom tf
people would bow, there would be one Messeng&hom
they would acknowledge agsheir guide and leader, there
would be one Book which ey would turn to and there
would be a clearlydefined creed and code of life which the
would be following. In such a system there could be r
place of distinction for themselves, on the strength of whic
they could have their own leadership flourish sohat the
people should rallyround them, and bow to them and alst
make rich offerings to them. This was the real cause whic
became the motive of the invention of new creeds al
philosophies, new ways and rites of worship and ne
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systems of life, and divered a large part of humanity from
the highway d divine religion and misled them into blind
alleys. Then the mutual disputes of the factions and the
religious, economic and political conflicts gave rise t
Intense bitterness, which in turn led to bloodsed and
violence among humarty.

A A B M
o 4" 15 g s ah- = oy e R Iﬁfﬁ 4§23
ER™ECHA®? /o g@&;lﬂ( mCy g\aitein zw'%? %\ﬁ@Bz
B - A o S
naF@#RE e R e TevAAUAILE B i NCE e
y &1f EAQICT® yo By & EEB ¢ B ﬂMA%/[éB
B GREin By S 1 2 pA%EERK:; Dy ¢/ B0 B> y e KR I
BeenC . S M— e . o % B N
A™ @@n&&fﬁ@ﬂ%a " @@A'*@B A* B@Z %
A~ ,g@ﬁv&@&ﬁ?&v’%a B B"/CB it é/\“ﬁ B> yoirA T ééh
a8 cnzduicss i YA k(v ¢
A A
e @, el FA) K v ¢ WK‘ TE/CE TOR2 %l@":‘%ﬁ
r

" AR/C 1IC? 'O &' A" T

e g«pcﬂl Vo B1iets (A" RN g TN 6B v 2
62y & @fhomy & lfbos e 0 106t

N 3 OB & B2
*24 That is, all such people who were guilty of inventing
false systems and followed them would have be
annihilated in the world itself by a torment, and only the
righteous ones allowed to survive, which should ha
iIndicated as to who was a follver of the truth and who of
falsehood in the sight of Allah. But Allah has deferred thi

decision till Resurrection, for after such a decision in the
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world, the trial of mankind becomes meaningless.
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A3
*251t means: After the pass@e of the time of every Rophet
and his closest followers when thdivine Book reached the
later generations, they did not receive it with faith anc
conviction but were involved in doubts and suspicions an
confusions about it. There were many causes fohis state
of affairs, which can be easily understood by a study of tr
case of the Torah and the Gospel. The earlier generatio
have not conveyed both these Books to the later generatic
well preserved in their original state and in their original
words and language. They mixedup the divine word in
them with the human word in the form of their
commentary, history, verbal traditions and juristic hair-
splitting. They made their translations prevail until the
original was lost and only the translations remaned. Their
historical authenticity also was ruined so much so thaf
nobody now can say with certainty that the Book in hi
hand is the same that the world had once received throuc
the Prophet Moses or the Prophet Jesug§peace be upor
them). Then their elders in the different penods of history
initiated such discussions on relign, divinity, philosophy,
law, physics, psychology and sociology and invented su
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systems of thought that the people were lost in them and
became impossible for them to decidas to which was the
straight highway of the truth among the countless crooke
ways. And since thadivine Book did not exist in its original,
reliable state they could neither turn to any authority that
could help them to dgmgmsh the truth from falsefod.
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(religion) then | .8 % i} mjmm
invite. And  be |- [ EESY|-N/ C; Y R
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commanded.And do
not follow their
desires.””® And say:
| believe in what
Allah has sent down
of the Book.™’ And
| have been
commanded to be
just among you. %
Allah is our Lord
and your Lord. For
us are our deedsand
for you your deeds.
29 No argument
between us and
you. U Allah will
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bring us together,
and to Him is the
returning .

*26 That is, do not make any change nor ééct any increase
or decrease In this religion only to please them. Do n
resort to any compromises with the misguled people on the
principle of give and take. Do not make any room in the
religion for their whims, prejudices and practices o
ignorance in the hope that they would embrace Islam. Le
the one who wants to accept, accept the original, pu
religion of God, as sent down by Him, straight forwardly;
otherwise let him go and enter any hell that he aboses for
himself. Thereligion of God cannot bechanged for the sake
of the people; if the people are desirous of their own we
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being and true success, let them change their ways a
mold themselves accordinguo It.
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*27 In other words, | am not like those schismatic peopl
who believe in some Booksent down by God and disbeliev
In others; | believein every Book sent down by Him.
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*28 This sentence has several meanings:

(1) I have been appointed to discard the schisms and adc
true impartiality . I do not like to harbor prejudice in favor
of one and against the other schisml have one and the
same kind of relationship with all human beings, and it i
the relationship of justice and equity. | am a companion an
supporter of everyone who follows thdruth, whether he is
an utter stranger for me, and an opponent of everyone wh
follows falsehood, whether he is a neighbor or a clo
kinsman.

(2) There is no place of distinction for anybody in the
system of truth, which | have, been appointed to presel
before you. It honors everyone equally. It des not contain
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separate sets of the rights for the kindred and the strange
the big and the small, the poor and the rich, the noble an
the humble. Whatever is good in it is good for everyonand
whatever issinful and unlawful and criminal in it is sinful,
unlawful and criminal for everybody. In its just system,
there is no exceptioneven for my ownself.

(3) | have been appointed to establish justice in the world.
have been entrusted with the mission ofdoing justice
between the people and should guan end to their excesse
and injustice, whichare prevalent in your society.

Besides, there isalso a fourth meaning of this sentence
which remained hidden in Makkan life but became clear
after emigration to Madinah, and it was: | am a judge
appointed by God, | am responsble to do justice betweer

you.
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*29 That I1s, each one of us is himself responsible ar
accountable for his deeds. If you do good, you will yourse
profit by its good results, and not we.If we do evil, we
ourselesshall bear all its evil consequencesand not you.
The same thing has been stated iBurah Al-Baqgarah, Ayat

139 Surah Younus, Ayat 41, Surah Houd, Ayat 35; and
Surah AI -Qasas Ayat 55.
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*30 That is, we have done our best in aoveying to you the
message in a rational wayNow there is no use wrangling
and disputing; therefore, even if you try to have a disput
with us, we have no desire to join in.
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16. And those who
dispute about Allah %ID@Z 0 > o

after that He has jgA? g el "~ @K /iy
been acknowledged,

- . us A* i
31 their dispute is "8 s Va ST T

invalid with their ne R 1 wlva, :
Lord, and upon Mg = U -
them will be wrath, 2, & .&" R/;Ajéugt@
and for them is a A
severe punishment. ATTQ

*31 This is an allusion to the state of affairs that was bein
experienced in Makkah at that tme almost daily. Whenevel
it became known about somebody that he had become
Muslim, the people would start treating him mercilessly.
They would worry and vex him, would neither let him have
peace in the house nor in the street nor in societWherever
he went, they would start an endless discussion with tf
object to somehow make him abandon Muhammad (pea
be upon him) and return to the same creed of ignoranc
which he had rejectfﬁl
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17. Allah it is who
has sent down the
Book with truth and
the balance 32
And what will make
you know, perhaps
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the hour of
judgment is near.™3

“ag sty

*32 Mizan (Balance: the Shariah of Allah, which, like a
balance, brings out clearly the distinction between the righ
and the wrong, the truth and falsehood, justice aml
Injustice, and righteousnes and wickedness. In verse ]
above, the Prophet(peacebe upon him) has been made t
say:. | have been commaded to do justice between yoL
Here, it has been told that with this Book tle Balancehas
come by WhICh justice will e established.
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*33 That Is, the one who is inclined to mend his ways, mu
mend his ways forthwith, he should not losdime under the
delusion that the Hour of Judgment is yet far off. Man
cannot be sure whether he will be able to take anothe
breath or n I-P'S present brga]uw maybe his last.
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18. Those whoseek
to hasten for it are
the oneswho do not
believe in it. And
those who believe
are feaful of it,
and they know
that it is the truth.
Behold, indeedthose
who dispute
regarding the hour
of judgment are in
error far away.
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19. Allah is Subtle
with His slaves. =4
He provides for
whom He wills. "3
And He is the All
Strong, the All
Mighty. “36
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*34The word 1 S u b tanmdtdfully convey the meaning o
the word Latif as used in the original This ward contains
two meanings: First, that Allah is very Kind and
Compassionate to His servants; second, that He is a suk
observer and keepg in view even their minutest and mos
ordinary needs, which none else can see, and He fulfi
them in such ways thatthey themselves do not perceive ¢
to which need of theirs has been fulfilled at Wwat time and
by whom. Then the slaveshere does not impy only the
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believers but all daves That is, Allah iIs Kind and
Compassngnat to all His
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*35 It means: The denand of His general kindness an
compassion is not this that all the laves should be giver
everything equally. For, although He is provding for each
and every one from His treasures, there is no equality ar
uniformity in the measure of His provisions. H has giver
one thing to one and another to anotherHe has provided

someone with something in a greater measure and anoth
with another thing more generousl
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*36 That Is, His system of providence is functiomg undo
His own might. No onehas the powerto change it or take
away something forcibly from Him, or prevent Hm from
providing for somebody.
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20. Whoever desires ) . i,
the harvest of the |R§ %E@% ég/"f R

Hereafter, We will @B% aR va E’E"déﬁ'

increase for him In

his havest. And @%Agll,g?ﬂl/*@%a

whoever desires the
harvestof the world, ~@#f" 2 B g RE"%E
We will give him
thereof. And there %'é ngé\ CR
| strfad him in the 37 N (s | AEete
Hereafter any A G
portion. 3’

*37 Two of the truths havebeen mentioned in the previou:
verse, which we are observing everywhere at all times:
(1) That Allah is Kind and Compassionate to all His
servants
(2) That the measure of His provisions is not the same fi
everybody, but it varies from man to man. Now,in this
verse it is being told that although the partial differences ir
kindness and measures gbprovisions are countless, there |
also a difference of fundametal nature, which is: there is
one kind of the provision for the seeker of the Hereafter an
of another kind for the seeker of the world.
This is a very important truth which has been stated her
briefly. Let us understand it fully, for it helps every manto
determine his attitude to life.

Both the seekerof the Hereafter and the seeker of the wid
have been likened to the farmer in this verse, who labol
persistently hard right from the time he prepares the soi
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until the time his crop is ready for hanesting. He puts in all
his labor so that he may reap and gather the crop of th
seeds he sowedBut because of the difference of th
Intention and objective and also the difference of th
attitude and conduct, to a large extent, a vast differenc
takes place between the farmer who sows for the Hereafte
and the farmer who sows for this world. Therdore, Allah
has ordained different results and consequences of
labors of each, although the place of activity of both is thi
very earth.

As to the farmer who is sowing for the Hereafter, Allah has
not said that he will get no share from the world. Tle
world, in a more or less measure, he will get in any cas
For, he also has a share in the common provisions bei
bestowed by Allah, and every person, good drad, is getting
his sustenance here. But Allah has nayiven him the good
news of the harvesof this world but that his harvest of the
Hereafter will be increased, for he is a seeker of the san
and is concerned about his end thereThere are severa
ways in which this harvest can be increased~or example,
as he will go on doing righteous deedswith sincere
Intentions, he will be blessed with the grace to do more al
more righteous deeds and his breast will be opened out f
more and more good works. Wha he will make up his
mind to adopt pure means forachieving pure aims, he will
be blessed wih pure means only and Allah will not let it sc
happen that all doors to goodnesbe closed and only door
to evil to remain open for him. Above all, his each goo
work, however small and insignificant, will at least be
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Increased ten times over in the Herdger, and there is no
limit to this increase. Allah will increase it hundreds of
thousands of tmes for whomever He may please

As for the one who is only sowindor this world, and is not
at all concerned about tie Hereafter, Allah has plainly told
him of two of the results of his labors:

(1) That, however hard he may struggle and strivehe will
not get the whole of what he is trying for, but only ¢
fraction of it, which Allah has ordained for him.

(2) That whatever he has to get, he will get only Iinhis
world, there is no share for him in the good things of th
Hereatfter.
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21. Or do they have
partners who have
ordained for them
somereligion that is
without the
permission of Allah.
38 And if it had not
been for a word
which was decisive
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judged between | %@\ngg
them. 2 And indeed , #H "2 % ""'A"“@ M

the wrongdoers, for

them is ga painful NGB,
punishment.
*38 In this verse the word shuraka (associates) obviousl
does not mean those beingazhom the people iwvoke, or
those in whose names they make offerings, or those bef
whom they carry out rites of worship, kut inevitably it
refers to those men whom the people regard as associate:
the authority and sovereignty of Allah, whose thoughts
creeds, ideologise and philosophies they believe in, who:
values they adpt, whose moral precepts and norms c
civilization and culture they accept, and whose laws ar
rules and regulations they adopt to their rituals and rites o
worship, in their personal and collectivelives, in their trade
and business dealings, in their politics and governments,
If they constituted the shariah that they had to follow
faithfully. This is a complete code of life which the inventor:
Invented against the legislation of Allah, Lord of he worlds,
without His sanction and followed by the followers. This i
the same sort of shirk as prostratng oneself before anothe
and invoking another than Allah. (For further explanation,
see Surah An-Nisa, Ayat 60; Surah Al-Maidah, Ayat 87,
Surah Al-Anaam, Ayats 121, 136. 137;Surah At-Taubah,
Ayat 31; Surah Younus, Ayat 59; Surah Ibrahim, Ayat 22;
Surah An-Nahl, Ayats 115116; Surah Al-Kahf, Ayat 52,
Surah Al-Qasas Ayats 62-64; Surah Saba, Ayat41; Surah
YaSea, Ayat 74 and the relevant E.Ns).

i ¥ ¥ Hr Y e Y P e e e e e e i e Y e e s e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e i e e e v e o e vl o i e

X X Y X X X 2 Yo X e X 20 X X 5 X 2 Yo X 5 Yo X 5 X0 2 50 X 5 o X 5 X0 X 0 X0 2 e X 5 5o X 50 X0 2 e X 5 50 X 50 X 5 0 X 50 50 X0 50 5 20 50 X0 00 e
¥ 5b 55 b 5 5b 35 b 3 3b 3b b b 3 3 3 b 0 3 3b 3b 0b 0B 06 36 36 3b 35 b b 3 3 3b 06 06 3 3b b 05 b 0 3 3 35 06 06 3 3 3b 0b 0 06 36 b xb b 0 b b b b b b 36




%%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ*ﬁ*%***ﬁ
B~ > r}é@zﬁ“y & 0| 36 il oz - 60 £ " 38
-\ @ezm@zw e &gt o dg-@2 7wy O
ciiBodt g oo par 1@09UJEW B /1) 6 @B
Tolt # g w@[ﬁw o O @7 vAlR> yzefﬁ\ e
10 A iﬁ/ﬁ%f @@@ﬁw aumm o hfov 5ce e g
By e i B gl B B @6 /) 1z Gy mm‘\/cs.%
M 53 - 1 AT @zcw@ B @8 B aE/C/@E"’éa w@[/f
# ﬂ|L$E7$7ﬂ é@%&@m 3 e &) § Ml @7 %
/CE@E‘ B\ %@E‘lé USanctionoA."™ 8 "/Cy §$ ﬁ%}ﬁj
A o Ficieg U B, =6 deErowEAL By
BAAT 2 GE J Amﬂrcm&u? CIA:A'ﬁ'?*’IﬁEéq"glﬂee * 4 w_ma '?
lf'AEl@:[AMK umn mﬁmxmmmmﬂmufﬁ'mﬁH AJIAR-El s
Mol 1\ @ELAE BRI P45 18 4T RYBEIX 1 IR g A
@AK D £ K JHAM B EuBLGLE AV B8P ¥ OIS B H
M:
*39 That is, this is such a boldnessgainst Allah that had
not judgment been deferred till Resurrection, thetorment
would have been sent down on everguch person, who ir
spite of being Allalhd servant, enforced his own religion anc
way of life on Allahé arth, and those people also woul

have been visited by it, who forsook Allats religion and
accepted the région invented by others.
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22. You will seethe
wrongdoers fearful
of what they have
earned, and it will
befall them. And
those who believad
and did righteous
deeds they will be in
the meadows of the
gardens. They will
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23.  That is of a  §Bo, /e, ¥ CE

which Allah gives
good tidings to His
slaves, those who
believed and did
righteousdeedsSay.
| do not ask you for
it a payment, "4V
except the love of
those near kin. !
And whoever earns
a gooddeed,We will
increase for him
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therein good.Indeed, | 4 A"/[ﬁ |$¢3&;

Allah IS Oft
Forgiving, Most
appreciative. 2
*40 That is, every effort that the prophet (peace be upor
him) was neking to save the people from Allals
punishment and to enable them to become worthy of &
promisAe of Paradse.
T e @ 7o KB ytor &0 3l @40
AR>a kigea @Aﬂ\fg‘é%/m
*41 The word gurba in the original has been interpreted
differently by the different commentators. One section o
them takes it in the meaning of kinship and has given thi
meaning to the versel do not ask of you any reward for
this service, butl do desire that you (O people of Quraish
should show some regardfor the kinship that is there
between me and you. You should have accepted 1
invitation, but if you do not accept it, you should not be s
hard-hearted as to become my biterest enemies inthe
entire land of Arabia. This is the interpretation given by
Hadrat Abdullah bin Abbas, which has been cited by Imar
Ahmad, Bukhari. Muslim. Tirmidhi, Ibn Jarir, Tabarani,
Baihaqi. Ibn Said and others on the authority of many
reporters and the same commantary has been given b
Mujahid. Ikrim ah, Qatadah, Suddi, Abu Malik, Abdur
Rehman bin Zaid bin Aslam, Dahhak. Ata bin Dinar and
the other major commentators.
The other section takesgurba in the meaning of nearnes:

and interprets the verse to mean:l do not seek fromyou
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any other reward than this that you should develop ir
yourselves a desire for attaining nearness to Allah. That i
you should be refomed. That is my only reward. This
commentary has been reported from Hasan Basri and
saying of Qatadahalso has been cited in support of thisso
much so that in a tradition by Tabarani this saying fas alsc
been attributed to Ibn Abbas. In the Quran itself, at
another place, this sameubject has been treated, thusTell
them: | do not sed& of you any rewad for this work. | only
ask of the one, who will,to adopt the way of his Lord.
(Surah Al-Furgan, Ayat 57).

The third group takes qurbain the meaning of the kindred,
and interprets the verse to mean this:l do not seek from
you any othe reward than this that you should love my
near and dear onesThen, some of the commdators of this
group interpret the kindred to mean alt the children of
Abdul Muttalib, and some others restrict it to Ali and
Fatimah and their children. This commentary has beer
reported from Saeed bin Jubair and Amr bin Shuaib, and
In some traditions it has been attributed to Ibn Abbas and
Ali bin Hussain (Zainal Abedin), but this interpretation
cannot be accepted for several reasons. Firsflwhen Surah
Ash-Shura was revealedat Makkah, Ali and Fatimah had
not yet been married and, therefore, there could be n
guestion of their chldren. As for the children of Abdul
Muttalib, they were not all following the Prophet (peace be
upon him) but some of them had openly joinedwith his
enemies,and the enmity of Abu Lahab is well known.
Second, the kindredof the Prophet (peace be upon him
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were not only the children ofAbdul Muttalib but he had his
kindred among all the families of the Quraish through his
mother and his father and his wife Khadijah. In all these
clans he had his best supporters as well as his staur
enemies Third, and this is the most important point, in
view of the high position of a Prophetfpeace be upon him
from which he starts his mission of inviting the people
towards Allah, it does not seem fitting that he would ask th
people to love his kindred in return for his services ir
connection with his greatmission. No person of fine tast
could imagine that Allah would have taught His Prophe
(peace be uponhim) such alittl e thing, and the Prophet
would have uttered the same before the Quraish. In th
stories that have been narated of the Prophets in the
Quran, we find that a Prophet after Prophet stands up
before his people sad sayd:do not ask of you ary reward:
my reward is with Allah, Lord of the worlds. (Surah
Younus, Ayat 72; Surah Houd, Ayats 29, 51; Surah Ash-
Shuara, Ayats 109, 127,145, 164, 180). In Surah Y&een the
criterion given of a ProphetGs truthfulness is that he give:
his invitation without any selish madive. (verse21). In the
Quran the Prophet (peace be upon himhimself has beer
made to say again and again word# the effect:| demand
no reward from you for this message.(Surah Al-Anaam,
Ayat 90, Surah Yousuf, Ayat 104, Surah Al-Muminun,
Ayat 72, Surah Al-Furgan, Ayat 57; Surah Sabag Ayat 47,
Surah Suad Ayat 86, Surah At-Toor, Ayat 40; Surah Al-
Qalam, Ayat 46). After this, what could be the occasion fo
the Prophet (peace be upon him)}o tell the people that in
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return for his service of inviting them to Allah, they should
love his relatives. Then it seems all the more irrelevar
when we state that the addressees here are the disbeliev
and not the believers. The whole discourse, from tf
beginning to the end, is directed to them. Threfore, there
could be no question in this regard of asking the opponen
for any reward, for a reward is asked of those who sho
some appreciation for the services that a person hi
rendered for them. The disbelievers were not at a
appreciative of the Prophetds (peacebe upon him) services
On the contrary, they regarded them as a crime and ha
turned bltterly hostlle to h|m
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*42 That Is, oontrary to the culprits who commit
disobedience knowingly, Allalis affair with the servants
who strive to do goodlis like this:

(1) He makes them even more righteous than they could |
solely by their own efforts

(2) He overlooks the weaknesses that remain in their wor
and the sins that are committed by them inadvertently, ir
spite of striving to become good

(3) Allah apprecdates whatever little provision of the gooc
deeds they bring and rewards the richly and generously
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for it.
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24. Or do they say:

He has invented
against Allah a lie.
"3 Then if Allah
willed, He could
have sealed over
your heart. ** And
Allah eliminates
falsehood and
establishes the truth
by His words. ™°
Indeed, He isAware
of what is In the
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breasts. 6

*43 In this interrogative sentence the style isof severe
reproach. It means: O Prophet (peace be upon hint) Have
these people become so bold and fearless that they do
feel any shamean accusing you of inenting a lie, and that
too of a heinous sin against Allah? They calumniateoy
that you are forging the Quran yourself and then falsely
attributing to Allah.
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*44 That is, such big lies are only uttered by those whos
hearts have beersealed up. If Allah wills, He may include
you also among them, but it is His mercy that He has ke
you away from them. This answer contains a seke satire
against the people who were so accusing the Prophpeace
be upon him). It means this:O Prophet, they think that you
are a man like them. Just as they are in the habit of utterin
any big lie only for the sake of a selfish motive, so the
thought you also must have forged ae for selfish ends. Buf
it is Allah& mercy that He has not sealed up yourdart as
He has seald up theirs.
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*45That is, it is Allahd way that He does not grant stability
to falsehood, and in the long run proves the truth to be true

Therefore, O Prophet (peace be upon him)you should gc
on doing your mission, without paying ay attention to their
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false accusations. A time will come when this who
falsehood will vanish like dust, and the truth of that which
you are presenting wil become visible and manifest.
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*46 That is, He knows why you are being thus falsel
accused and whtaare the actual mdives that are working
behind all this struggle that is being mae to frustrate and
defea]gyou
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25. And He it is who "A‘“’I W g&l 3“30 I ¢
acceps repentance o

from His slaves,and kIIO N / CB'Q@@,"

He pardons the evil

deeds, and He ﬁm 8 /E%I :
knows whatever you .

do. 47 A @a

*47 Calling the peoplegs attention to repentance
Immediately after the preceding verse by itself ges the
meaning, as if to sayO wicked people why are you making
yourselves still more worthy of Gods punishment by falsely
accusing the true Prophet? 1 you desist from your misdeed:
even now, and offer true repentanceAllah will forgive you.
Repentance means that one should feel remorse for the le
he has done, and should refrain and desist from it in th
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future. Moreover, it is also an inevitable demand of true
repentance that one should tryhis utmost to compensate fo
the evil he has done in the past, and wherever compensatic
IS not possible, he should seek Allalts forgiveness anc
should do more and more good to wipe off the blot fror
himself. But no repentance can be true repentance unless
Is offered with the intention of pleasing Allah. Giving up ar
evil for some other reason or intention$ no repentance a
all.
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26. And He answers| g o wy b B
the supplication of A" HO? B,

those who believel y g, BﬂBlﬁé PMG/'AIE
and did righteous

B
deeds, and increases ézx ,é‘l KoK [dolz / ®

for them from His A
bounty. And the Q(A"mm Fq

disbelievers, for o B o
them Is a sevee AMTTa | %

§ )

)

; (

)

. 4
¢

/

EE?

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

Y Y ¥ e Hr e e i e e e e e Y e i e e e e e e e e o e e e o e e e i e e e i e e e e e v e o e vl oo i A



e e e o e eesse s s sdssssesses s e e de e e o ee e e oo ey
punishment.

27.  And if Allah B AA s A <.
had extended the ~@<y§&/‘r X0 AJW%"%W
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measure what He A
wills.  Indeed He BEa ﬁ* # NUB 5@@
s, of His slaves — | ®
Informed, Seer.® "48)a

d
A

*48 If the contextin which this thing has been said is kept ii
view, it appears that Allanh here is alluding to the basi
factor that was working in the rebellion of the disbeliever:
of Makkah. Although they were insignificant as against the
mighty Roman and Iranian Empires and their position
among the nations of the neighboring countries was r
more than of a commercial tribe of a backward people, th
relative prosperity and glory that they enjoyed among the
other Arabs had made them so proud and arroganthat
they were notinclined even to listen to the Prophef{peace
be upon him) of Allah, and their chiefs of the tribes
regarded it below their dignity that Muhammad bin
Abdullah (peace be upon him)should be their guide anc
they his followers. On this it is being said If We had
actually opened up the gates of provisions for these me:
people, they would have burst with pride. But We are
watching over them, and are providing for them only
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sparingly soas to keep them within limits.According to this
meaning this verse, in obher words, is touching on the sama
subject which has already been treated inSurah At-
Taubah, Ayats 68-70;, Surah Al-Kahf, Ayats 32-42, Surah
Al-Qasas Ayats 7582, Surah Ar-Room, Ayat 9; Surah
Saba A)éats 34-36 :iwdSur &AI Munin, Ayats 82-85.
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28. And He it is who
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sends downthe rain
after when they had

despaired, and He |.

spreads out His
mercy. And He is
the Protector, the

Praiseworthy. “#°
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*49 Here, the word wali implies the Being who is the
Governor of the affairs of all His creations, Who has takel
the responsibility of fulfiling all the needs and
rgquirements of His servants.

»4

A
b Shove gt 6 02 mETRER SPm amedo
A E9R #.E° 30/ 96 @b BbeB ¢

29. And of His'a 5 gp @ e i |
signs is the creation B

of the heavensnd 1} @@ /B&mw@ﬁ
the earth, and

A .
whatever He has® 2" 1239 @ZRE |
dispersedin them of

A
O n
creatures. ®° And E cr C<'_EM@~§A
He, over gathering | a ER(A’EQ"T’L&A'

them when He wills,
has Powe. ™1 Sha; $9% /[Ifl

*Sgﬁln them botho: In both the earth an(EIAthe heavens.
-£'42 @ popls 5 e A e ucvh @ @R 50

A @ 504 A ¢ 0B 1o aool
*51 That is, just as He has the power taispersethem, so
He has also the power to gather them all togethe
Therefore, it is wrong to think that Resurrection cannot

take place, and # the former and the latter generations
cannot be raised up and gathed all together.
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30. And whatever g ., Mt(l)’?cﬂ
befalls  you of

M
misfortune, it is for K /L—,IZ%| Sy ETigsj ..
what have earned

. B
your own hands &7 e / EoRS,

And He pardons . I
uch. 52 7 KT B

*52 One should note that here the caus®f all human
afflictions is not being stated but the address is directed f
the people who were at that time committing disbelief an
disobedience & Makkah. They are being told: Had Allah
seized you for all your sins and crimes, He would not ha\
even alowed you to live But the calamities (probably the
allusion is to the famine of Makkah) that have descended c
you, are only a warning so that you may take heed ar
examine your actions and deeds to see as to whatitde
and conduct you have adopted aagainst your Lord. And
you can try to understand how helpless you actually as
against God against Whom you are rebelling, and knoy
that those whom you have taken as yw patrons and
supporters, or the powers that you have relied upon, cannt
avail you anything against the punishment of Allah.
For further explanation it is necessary to state that a
regards to the sincere believer, Allalis law for him is
different. All the calamities and hardships that befall hinr
go on becoming an atonement for his sins, rers and
deficiencies. There is an athentic Hadith to the effect:
Whatever sorrow and suffering, distress and grief, an
affliction and worry that a Muslim experiences, even if it be
a thorn prick, it is made an atonement by Allah for ore or
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the other of his errors. (Bukhari, Muslim). As for the
hardships that a believer faces in the way of raising Allais
Word, they do not merely become an atonement for hi
deficiencies but also a means of the exaltation of ranksiti
Allah. In this connection, it cannot even be imagined tha
they des&q\r/}d as a punlshr‘g ent for sins. ‘A A
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are the ships in the
sea,like mountains.

D F

M~ @Z WP Kk

31. And you cannot AB ca D m% ~ e

escape(from Allah) ( CH%&G:;I' ﬁA ”A W

in the earth. And KR / ] QQ‘ e ANOEE

none is therefor you ML3 M@% %MM

besides Allah any 1 g /28 = @% IR R

protector, nor a [ﬁ Qﬁ@ﬂ%ﬁ

helper. A THC ﬁm
32. And of His signs - @7 @B g"\@cj.ﬁ,, m ~ oA

At .7~ @o 1.G

33. If He wills, He
could still the wind,
then they would
become motionless
on its surface
Indeed, in that are
signs for everyone
who Is patient,
grateful. ™3

A BEK TV F & E
48 B Pk gt e

o thgze-@ 3
lﬁfi‘{ lﬁ'@al 3@
*53

*53 Signs for him who patiently endures,who keeps
himself fully under control and remains steadfast on the
path of servitude under all circumstances, good or bad; wh
does nad forget himself so as to become rebellious again
God and cruel to the people, when favored with good time
and loses heart and stoops to anythingshen visited by evil
times. A grateful personis every such person who regards
as a bounty of Allah andnot the result of any merit or
excellence in himself when he is exalted to amygh place of
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honor In life by a divine decree, and keeps his min
concentrated on the blessings which remain available
man even under the worst circumstances instead of b
deprivations when deposed to the lowest of the low positic
Thus, he continues to thank his Lord in both prosperity anc
adversity with his tongue,and hear/tr

alk ﬂ@"ﬂfa"@ﬁ "B S EC™fodd 2'6"'@ B8
ron- GOS0 M e °hﬁa|8@%u?e% ‘@ %)
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34. Or He could @mﬂg’«?‘ e, Ao

destroy them for

B - A
what they have a|@"l'; ) @e 2
earned. And He P
pardons much. NAT

35. And may know B @
those who argue ~®% %7K EEAR |

about | Our Q(A.al 3fbf~@ &J nd:

revelations that they

M
do not have any *54 E[QM@A%

refuge.™*

*54 The Quraish, in connection with their business anc
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trade, had also to visit Habashand the coastal lands o
Africa, and in these journeys they used sailing ships ar
boats for crossing the Red Sea, which is a very dangerc
sea. It is generally stormy and abounds inubmerged rocks
which are a serious hazard for navigation especially dumg
the storms. Therefore, the state that has been depicted he
by Allah could be fully realized by the people of the Quraisl
In the light Bf their personal experience.g
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36. So whateverhas

Y4
been givento you of l 3% Ik 2

any thing iIs a @@@‘j@“ﬁ 3 ALGEI:‘
provision of the life ;

of the world. *° 3l GfKRA /5T ),
And that which is B

with Allah is better 'CE@/ Cia AE?
and more lasting™° ﬂ% 2 B 2yA"*56 a 3

for those who

believed and upon |4 #éz, /aCVzAIE
their Lord they

trust. *57 57 @5 E2

*55 That is, it is not a thing at which man should exul
whatever worldly wealth a person has in his possession,
has it only for a short time. He ugs it for a few years anc
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then leaves the world emptyhanded. Then, although the
amount of the wealth may be very high in the ledgers
practically only a fraction of it is used by the man himself
To exult at such wealth does not behoove a man w
understands the truth about himself, about hs wealth and
this world itself.

-G RO R 3 D e T 0 B 3£A<%GE@%¥'%5§.
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*56 That is, that wealth is far more superior as regardsto
Its nature and quality and is also eternal and everlasting.

v dicEracs srasdn age o do g T80 o s
M| 3'a/C) [ R 31;
*57 Here, trust (tawakkul) in Allah has been regarded as a
iInevitable demand of the faith and a necessar
characteristic for success in the Herafter. Tawakkul means:
(1) That man should have full confidence in the guidance
Allah, and should understand that the knowledge of th
truth, the principles of morality, the bounds of the lawful
and the unlawful, and the rules and regulations of passm
lif e in the world, that Allah had enjoined, are based on thi
truth and in following them alone lies marts gad and well
being.
(2) That man should not place reliance on Isi own powers
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and abilities, means and resources, plans and schemes :
the help of others than Allah, but he should keep deepl
Impressed in his mind the fact that his success in eve
thing, here and in the Hereafter, actually depends on th
help and sucor of Allah, and that he can become worthy o
Allanhé help and succor only if he wrks with the object of
winning His approval, within the bounds prescribed by
Him.

(3) That man should have omplete faith in the promises
that Allah has made with those whowvould adopt the way of
faith and righteousness and work in the cause of the trut
Instead of falsehood, and having faith in the same promis
would discard all those benefits, gains and pleasures th
may seem to accrue from following the way of falsehoo
and endure all those losses, hardships and deprivations th
may become his loton account of following the truth
steadfastly. From this explanation of the meaning c
tawakkul it becomes obious how deeply it is related with
the faith, and why those wonerful results that have beer
promised to the believers who practicetawakkul canna be
obtained from the mere empty affirmation of the faith.
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37. And those who
avoid the greater
sinsand indecencies

8 and when they
are angry, they

B A PR NG
forgive. ™° *59}\~@§ 23N mm
*58 For explanation, se Surah An-Nisa, Ayat 31; Surah Al-

Anaam, Ayat 151; Surah An-Naml, Ayat 90; Surah An-
Najm, Ayat 32and the E.Ns.

[ANE 3 AAER@A W 3 i i ree f Aa ;‘qu"guae&a e
A ) Bediv M{m %,@

*59 That Is, they are not wrathful and crazy but are
temperate and cool minded They are not revengeful but
forbearing and forgiving by nature. If ever they feel angry
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at something they control their rage. This characteristic I
the best of manG qualities which has been higHy
commended in the Quran Surah Aal-Imran, Ayat 134) and
regarded as a major factor ofthe Prophetss (peace be upor
him) success $urah Aal-Imran, Ayat 159) According to
Aishah, the Messenger of Allahpeace be uporhim) never
avenged himself on anybody, however, when a thing
enjoined to be held sacred by Allah was desecrated,
would awardéhe punishment. (Bukhari, Myslim). a
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38. And those Who  apdh aa .
A aAB >
responded to their Ik @ )

Lord "0 and A28 ©I$ EP'L 3 @,

establisred prayer, r "
and whose affairs K/MJWA%QIZNF«A

are of counselamong s g Ol g A
them, ! and from R £ P/:b)\ ?ZO
what We  have )’éa| Ok ﬁa 1 ¢
provided them, they ‘6o B .
spend. 62 A~ @Z %
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*60 Literally: Awho answer t he c ahatlis
they hasten to do whatever Allah enjoins them to do, an
accept whatever Allah invites them to accepit.

3" ﬁ a% L@lﬁﬁ Gﬁ%’ &7 ©ﬁ@{" @@GBQ&GO

A~QZ%>§ aq) B o L(A2UEOK @0 % & ,°
*61 This thing has been ounted here as tle best quality of
the believersand has been enjoined in Surah A-Imran,
Ayat 159 On this basis, consultion is an important pillar
of the Islamic way of life, and to conduct the affairs of
collective life without consultation is not oy the way of
ignorance but also an express violation of the la
prescribed by Allah. When we consider why consultatiol
has been given such importance Iin Islam, three thing
become obvious:
First, that it is Injustice that a person should decide ¢
matter by his personal opinion and ignore others when |
Involves the interests of two or more prsons No one has ¢
right to do, as he likes in matters of common interes
Justice demands that all those whose interests emvolved
In a matter be consulted, andf it concerns a large number
of the people, their reliable representatives should be mau
a party in consultation.
Second that a man tries to do what he likes in matters ¢
common interesteither because he wants to usurp thaghts
of others for selfi:r ends, or because he looks down up«
others and regards himself as a superior person. Morall
both these qualities are eqally detestable, and a believe
cannot have even a tinge of either of these in himself.
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believer is neither selfish so that he shddi get undue
benefits by usurping the rights of others, nor he is arrogan
and seltconceited that he should regard himselas allwise
and all-knowing.

Third, that it is a grave responsibility to give decisions ir
matters that involve therights and interests of others. Nc
one who fears God and knows what severe accountabili
for it he will be subjected to by his Lord, candare take the
heavy burden of it solely on himself. Such a boldness
shown only by those who arc fearless of God and heedles:
the Hereafter. The one who fears God and has the feeling
the accountability of the Hereafter, will certainly try that in
a matter of common interest he should consult all th
concerned people or their authorized representativesosas
to reach, as far as pssible, an objective and right anc
equitable decision, and if there occurs a mistake one m:
alone should not be held respnsible for it.

A deep consideration of these three things can enable one
fully understand that consultation is a necessary demahof
the morality that Islam has taught to man, and departure
from it is a grave immorality which Islam does not permit
The Islamic way of life requires that the principle of
consultation should be used in every collective affaibig or
small. If it is a domestic affair, the husband and the wife
should act by mutual consultation, and when the childrel
have grown up, they shald also be consulted. If it is a
matter concerning the whole family, the opinion of even
adult member should be solicited. If it cancerns a tribe or a
fraternity or the population of a city, and it is not possible
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to consult all the people, the decisioshould be taken by &
local council or committee, which should comprise th
trustworthy representatives of te concerned peopl:
according to an agreed method. If the matter concerns

whole nation, the head of government should be appointe
by the common caosent of the people, and he shoul
conduct the national affairs in consultaton with the leaders
of opinion whom the people regard asreliable, and he
should remain at the helm of affair only as long as th
people themselves want him to remain in that poson. No
honest man can try to assume the headship of a nation

force, or desire to continue in that podion indefinitely, nor

can think of coming into power by deception and then see
the peoplés consent by coercion, nor can he devise scher
so that the people may elect representatives to act as |
advisers not by their own free choice but according to hi
will. Such a thing can be desired only by the one wh
cherishes evil intentions, and such a fraud against tf
Islamic principle of consultation can be practiced only by
him who does not feel any hesitation in deceiving both Gc
and the people whereas th fact is that neither canGod be
deceived nor the people be so blind as to regard the robbg
who is committing robbery in the bright day light openly, as
their well wisher and servant.

The principle of consultation as enshrined inamru-hum
shura bainahum by itself demands fivehings:

(1) The people whose rights and interests relate to collecti
matters, should have full freedom to express theiopinion
and they should be kept duly informed of how their affairs
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are being conducted They should also hae the full right
that if in the conduct of the affairs they see an error,
weakness or a deficiency, they can check it and voice
protest, and if they do not see any change for the bette
they can change their rulers. To conduct the peopie affairs
by keeping them silent and a-informed is sheer dishonest
which no one can regard as adherence to the principle
consultation in Islam.

(2) The person who is to be entrusted with the responsibilit
of conducting the collective affairs, should be appointeby
the peoplégs consent,and this consent should be their fre:
consent, which Is not obtained through coercior
temptation, deception, and fraud, lecause in that case |
would be no consent at all. A natioGs true head is not he
who becomes its head by trying every possible metthobut
he whom the people make their head by their own fre
choice and approval.

(3) The people who are appointed as adwass to the head o
the state should be such as enjoy the confidence of i
nation, and obviously the peoplewho win representative
positions by suppression or by expending wealth, or b
practicing falsehood and fraud, or by misleading the peopl
cannot beregarded as enjoying the confidence in the re:
sense.

(4) The advisers should give opinion according to the
knowledge and faith and conscience and they should hay
full freedom of such expression of opinion. Wherever this |
not the case, wherever thadvisers give advice against thei
own knowledge and conscience, under duress or temptatic
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or under party discipline, it will be treachery and
dishonesty and not adherence to the Islamic principle ¢
consultation.

(5) The advice that is given by a conssus of the advisers
or which has the support of the majority of the people
should be accepted, for if a person (or a group of penss)
behaves independently and acts on his own whims, ev
after hearing the advice of others, consultation become
meaningless. Allah does not sayThey are consulted in their
affairs, but says: They conduct their affairs by mutual
consultations This ingtruction is not implemented by mere
consultation, but for its sake it iIs necessary that the affair
be conducted accordingto what is settled by consensus (
by majority opinion in consultation.

Along with this explanation of the Islamic principle of
conalltation, this basic thing also should be kept in viev
that this consultation is not independent and autocratic it
conducting the affairs of the Muslims, but necessaril
subject to the bounds that Allah Himself has set by Hi
legislation, and is subjectto the fundamental principle: It is
for Allah to give a decison in whatever you may differ, and
If there arises any disputeamong you about anything, refer
it to Allah and the Messenger.According to this general
principle, the Muslims can hold consultatiors in Shariah
matters with a view to determining the correct meaning of «
text or verse andto find out the ways of implemerting it so
as to fulfill its requirements rightly but they cannot hold
consultations in order to give an imependent judgment in a
matter which has already been decided and settled by Alla
and His Messenger.
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